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Introduction

Higher tier candidates are required to answer three questions:

¢ aninformal response to a friend from a choice of two options;
e alonger formal letter or article;
e a passage consisting of four sentences to translate into German.

The overall quality of responses in the higher tier paper was good. Candidates were able to
produce what they knew whilst being stretched in question 2 by the bullet points which
asked them to show some evaluation of disadvantages. Very few, if any, candidates
misunderstood what was required by the tasks throughout the paper.

It was particularly impressive that in question 2 very few candidates failed to address all four
bullet points and many expanded ideas with original thoughts, manipulating language as
appropriate.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were required to write an informal email about their musical interests based on
four bullet points. They had to state facts (favourite music), describe a past event (last
concert), give an opinion (why music is important) and refer to a future event (musical
activities next week).

Only a handful of candidates fell short of an acceptable performance on this question. For
most it was a positive start to the higher writing paper. Most candidates coped very well with
this question and wrote interesting and varied accounts of their musical interests. Some
went well beyond the linguistic expectations of this question and produced fluent and
sometimes lengthy responses. Interesting vocabulary included sich entspannen, Erlebnis,
ohrenbetdubend and Musik-AG.

A notable feature of many higher tier responses to this question was that the writing flowed
more naturally due to the inclusion of adverbial phrases which linked the ideas. Examples of
these are: meiner Meinung nach, letztes Wochenende and dartiber hinaus.

Up to 12 marks are awarded for Communication and Content and 8 for Linguistic Knowledge
and Accuracy.

GCSE German 1GNO 4H 4



Sometimes, weak verb forms can still communicate the main message if the context is given.

1 (a) Schreib eine E-Mail an deine Freundin Corinna.

Du musst iber diese Punkte schreiben:

+ deine Lieblingsmusik p%\*

+ was dein letztes Konzert war

«  warum Musik wichtig ist QW\‘T

- musikalische Aktivititen néchste Woche. m.\ﬁ I m\M\

Schreib ungefahr 80-90 Worter auf Deutsch.

S = A (’?{lﬁ\t
% @B ICOh
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Examiner Comments
Communication is varied throughout. The first bullet point is fully
addressed and developed; the second is slightly marred by the wrong
tense and the awkward use of gibt war, but the main message of a loud
concert last year is conveyed; the reader can understand the message
in the third paragraph although it is not well-expressed; the response
to the fourth bullet point is confused by the wrong form of werden and
the interference of English and French words, but the paragraph
conveys the idea of future concerts to some extent. There is some
effective adaptation of language and the response sits comfortably in
the middle of the 4-6 band for Communication and Content.

The response uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures and
there is evidence of a more complex structure with the successful weil
clauses. Simple sentences are produced and there are occasional
longer sentences which are not always correct. Adverbial phrases such
as um zwei Uhr and letztes Jahr are correct. References to past and
future events are sometimes correct but there is some ambiguity. For
this reason a mark at the top of the 3-4 band for Linguistic Knowledge
and Accuracy can be awarded.

This response scored 9 marks.

Examiner Tip

' . ResultsPlus
\

More consistent accurate use of the three main tenses would have
secured a higher mark.

GCSE German 1GNO 4H 6



Some candidates were able to produce an excellent response to this question and showed
evidence of a creative use of language.
1 (a) Schreib eine E-Mail an deine Freundin Corinna.
Du musst iber diese Punkte schreiben:
+ deine Lieblingsmusik
+ was dein letztes Konzert war
= warum Musik wichtig ist
« musikalische Aktivitaten nachste Woche.

Schreib ungefahr 80-90 Worter auf Deutsch.
(20)

ch l’\é)re {j T ek e odoe

4 V‘V"\;f' 1O 2oNe %ub@ LQM(-?E ma,_ghf

e London. %‘Qc‘“ﬁ@
) eANe KCYWZ@& z sehen Meane
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Ton cht mmr wnones aqu_uc.h__

i.@s,ré; - Mu;\k,u/e,&bexu@b CDBCQHL

N t{ ResultsPlus

/'--.. Examiner Comments
The response is coherent throughout and well-linked throughout and
the candidate addresses all four bullet points and expands each one
fully. Information is given clearly and there is plenty of opinion. There
are some good examples of less common language such as melodisch,
Laune, Musikwettbewerb and teilnehmen. Despite the awkward corner at
the end of the first paragraph, this is clearly worthy of full marks for
Communication and Content.

The language is not 100% perfect. Some genders and inflections are
wrong. However, nothing prevents meaning being conveyed. There is
evidence of a range of familiar structures and the time frames and
tenses are very clear. The repeated weil clauses and the um...zu clause
in the final paragraph would have been enough evidence of complex
structures but the candidate also uses other subordinating
conjunctions such as obwohl and wenn as well as a modal verb. Syntax
is sound throughout. The response also gains full marks for Linguistic
Knowledge and Accuracy.
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\ Examiner Tip

Examples of creative language in this essay are found particularly in
the final paragraph in which the candidate writes an extended
sentence about the reason for taking part in the competition despite
playing the piano poorly.
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Sometimes, ambiguities can affect an otherwise solid piece of writing adversely.

1 (a) Schreib eine E-Mail an deine Freundin Corinna.
Du musst lber diese Punkte schreiben:
deine Lieblingsmusik
was dein letztes Konzert war
warum Musik wichtig ist
musikalische Aktivitdten nachste Woche.

Schreib ungefahr 80-90 Worter auf Deutsch.
(20)

o welle_Cerwfe. Gs - wor._deine._ SoMwor ¥

.................. Mein...... SOMHOE. . wOr.... tallmt IS Konzertsw
Esoowor o Selr I:wex olbex BB W

Wod.. Qac.h kiaaz:ea-t

unonle :st ochE  Mepe L 1ehlia HUSll&
ol Obwold d-QS Eo“ S%Md&q Eneserks. gtftde
e sebw To.uer. Andererseits | denke ich

Hus'. ...... ae.lnrwm.hl:g urd ol lhabe 8.&14

Wos st deiae T L ekln’\thHL&tk T Hcm Hes Lk

R aelnr } w!d’tk\a, ~dena sk
enks.gqm ....... d. ................... Ms. . ‘-&EMSSL ) bm lcln l/me

_______ MusR, N_g,clos.tea ............ mcfaf_..., .............. g Wot 7 es.. em ............... sehule
....... koogert  ud  ich  bio seannead. e werde

d:aklomsgxelen “ober b Wi ke
....... sehr%u(:

GCSE German 1GNO 4H 10



™

« {ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments
This is a good individual response which conveys a wide range of ideas.
The communication is all relevant to the task and the language is
mostly adapted effectively to interest the reader. For example, the
information about the last concert is understood but the reader has to
be sympathetic to work out exactly what is meant. Similarly, the
importance of music is clearly stated but the odd inclusion of und ich
habe Geld is not wholly clear. The phrase ich bin spannend in the third
last line is also ambiguous. This response sits well at the mid-point in
the 7-9 band for Communication and Content.

There is some accurate language when sentences are straightforward
and time frames are generally understood. The future tense is well-
expressed with ich werde spielen. However, the perfect tense on two
occasions omits the auxiliary verb with gegangen and gefinden (sic). The
conjunction als is used wrongly. For Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy
a decision has to be made between 4 and 5. On balance it was felt that
the lower band was more appropriate.

\ Examiner Tip

The conjunctions wenn and als are easily confused. Along with the
conjunction ob and the interrogative wann it is worthwhile focusing on
their correct use.
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were required to write an informal email about the environment based on four
bullet points. They had to state facts (family’s eco-friendly activities), describe a past event
(eco-initiative in school last week), give an opinion (why recycling is important) and refer to a
future event (environmental activities in the future).

Less popular than the option at (a), this question nevertheless elicited some very good
responses which showed thorough preparation of this topic. Candidates wrote fluently about
home activities such as saving electricity or composting, referred to last week’s cycling week
at school, cited too much plastic waste as the reason for the importance of recycling and
indicated clearly what they would do in the future to save the planet.

The nature of the topic area led to the use of less familiar vocabulary in many scripts. This
was often combined with some very complex structures (often more than are required at this
level) such as conditional clauses with wenn and excellent use of modal verbs in a variety of
tenses.

Generally, there was a high level of success in this question. However, some candidates knew
the required vocabulary but often wrote grammatically inaccurate responses which showed
an inability to distinguish clearly between past, present and future events.
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Some candidates were able to express very personal ideas and opinions in response to the
guestion about the environment.

Environment
(b) Schreib eine E-Mail an deinen Freund Erik.
Du musst (ber diese Punkte schreiben:
+ was deine Familie fiir die Umwelt macht
o « Umweltaktionen in deiner Schule letzte Woche -2
% . warum Recycling wichtig ist — e wour Qe Dwwn Oy wl
umweltfreundliche Aktivitdten in der Zukunft. (00, urol o

(O oy
Schreib ungefihr 80-90 Worter auf Deutsch. v‘-—‘]" ueant
(20)

e

mkbm,w»mwmmwnwj«mmmm

mawmfkug

) ( i - { \
U;Mwm}ngﬁug‘ qu@PbLMmt&)L

... Guotntaok MG BNSORE . NDOAS. S W XA

U AL ARG, e b but&ﬁhk\imr

MANL . MEAIG, ... AU TUE NS LM & WSV R S N b T —
PuscnGOn ) oo tom . Vomtiationon  etapten b \tn
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--‘; Examiner Comments

Each point is answered and expanded to the best of the candidate's
ability and there are frequent examples of creative language to interest
the reader. The effectiveness of communication in the first paragraph
ranges from good at the beginning to simplistic at the end (Nur mit
Fahrrad fahre.). The second paragraph is excellent and follows a
description of environmental initiatives in school last week with details
of what the school should still do to improve. The candidate manages
to convey that recycling is helpful to the environment but some of the
third paragraph lacks clarity. The fourth paragraph includes clear
future intentions to maintain a vegetarian diet or to switch lights off.
The more abstract ideas towards the end of the response contain good
relevant vocabulary. This is clearly worth a mark in the 10-12 band for
Communication and Content, but the lower end of the band is the best
fit.

Language is generally very accurate. There is evidence of subordination
with weil, excellent perfect tense use in the second paragraph and
good infinitive clauses with um...zu and after ich habe vor in the final
paragraph. However, a wrong verb agreement with wir in the first line
and wrong word order after und mean that a mark of 7 is awarded in
the top band for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.
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4\ ResultsPlus
\\ Examiner Tip
The use of meiner Meinung nach and meiner Ansicht nach as well as the

relevant use of sollten wir in the second paragraph lend this response a
more personal feel.
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Some candidates were so intent on showing off the good vocabulary that they knew that they
failed to cover effectively the points required by the question.
(b) Schreib eine E-Mail an deinen Freund Erik.
Du musst (iber diese Punkte schreiben:

@ was deine Familie fiir die Umwelt macht

@. Umweltaktionen in deiner Schule letzte Woche

@)- warum Recycling wichtig ist

@- umweltfreundliche Aktivitdten in der Zukunft.

Schreib ungefdhr 80-90 Worter auf Deutsch.
(20)

@ len_irvesrere. _onieh_sehr. piir. der. UMuwettschud ., ueeil e ..
Umu.t\‘q:\mbl{me9ibl'DmLL&tvrf&Chmuiw.rg;nli¢3\Qbm£

.......... Problem .o elen.. Lande.. Meine. Familie  aug. cenn. Ml
.......... (44 3:.21!"1wafmbmmmﬂmﬁéLUmmrr&mmmualm.sanm
wrammPrdnkmcmsmNcmen\Jwgcmnﬁ“wm
SRR WS G O T D9 a0 DR A ) (e

......... Lerzieswochemmnwvwmmmm:mgmm

nel
mfcmmmm&%nmm ........ UL bessefe... NEgerares. ...

............ Releen , eAniouipen.. . WIr.. caussten. . Umuwett . sonudzeq...am... THAE.........
sehn  In ol SCNUAZ hObken wic Progess . Der
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@ Fuc..ooich...5SC.das... gofre.. Prbblem.. glie...globale.. Ewamung..
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/"-- Examiner Comments
There is a sense in the first paragraph that the family has some
strategies to help the environment but they are unclearly expressed:
Meine Familie auf dem Miill recyceln does not make any sense. There is
partial communication in the second paragraph but communication is
hindered by the interference of the English word vegetables and by
incorrect verb forms. In the third paragraph the candidate is intent on
showing off good known vocabulary rather than making a
straightforward point about recycling and in the fourth paragraph after
the idea of composting waste in the future communication breaks
down. The response just edges into the 7-9 band for Communication
and Content.

There are different examples of grammatical structures such as the
good dative plural in the first paragraph, varied syntax using
coordination, subordination and inversion and the excellent language
used at the beginning of the third paragraph. Weighing up the positive
and negative qualities in this response, a mark at the lower end of the
5-6 band was found to be the best fit.

sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Extraneous material not directly related to the bullet points can be
credited if it has some relevance within the context of the question. In
this example, this is the case, but sometimes candidates include too
much irrelevant detail which, although correct, cannot be given any
credit.
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Some candidates clearly engaged with this topic area but were challenged by the over-
complexity of their own ideas.
(b) Schreib eine E-Mail an deinen Freund Erik.

Du musst (iber diese Punkte schreiben:

+ was deine Familie fiir die Umwelt macht

+ Umweltaktionen in deiner Schule letzte Woche

« warum Recycling wichtig ist

+ umweltfreundliche Aktivitdten in der Zukunft.

Schreib ungefédhr 80-90 Wérter auf Deutsch.
(20)

________ PP S Wa,

______ Wiy, [os... cateeslanl.. S, M M %M .. ‘
ik weine... femd& ﬂmﬁma ...... bowne.geul.4GE... maflmé

.......................................
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N / ResultsPlus

~ Examiner Comments
The candidate communicates information relevant to the task
throughout although there is only some rather than mostly effective
adaptation of language to narrate and inform. For example, the reader
must work hard to understand what the family does to support the
environment, environmental initiatives in school last week are
attempted but the use of machen in line two of the second paragraph
is unclear, the reason why recycling is important is not clear and only
in the fourth paragraph does the candidate manage to express clearly
opposition to nuclear power in the future and express a good personal
opinion about better options in the final sentence. Despite the good
vocabulary the response does not read well enough to score more
than a mark in the middle of the 4-6 band for Communication and
Content.

Straightforward language structures are successful. When the
candidate attempts something more complex, the accuracy falters. An
example of this is the weil clause with the wrong word order in the
second paragraph. Sometimes the German is influenced by
transliteration from English. However, overall the response can just
edge into the 5-6 band for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy since
errors hinder rather than prevent meaning being conveyed.

ResultsPlus
‘\\

Examiner Tip
As always it is better to stick to what language is known. Sometimes
accurate simple sentences make a better impression than over-
complicated rambling sentences which lose their sense.
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were required to write an article about travel including details of why young
people like travelling (description / present tense), details of a previous trip (narrative and
opinion / past tense), the disadvantages of air travel (opinion / present tense) and details of
the next family trip (information / future intent).

Responses to this question often allowed candidates to rely on some pre-learned material,
for example about a former trip. Therefore, many used the past tense correctly in that
section with many examples of the perfect tense of verbs such as fahren, tibernachten,
besichtigen and gefallen.

The fourth bullet point allowed the most successful candidates to include more complex
structures such as Ich habe vor or Ich beabsichtige with an infinitive clause.

At the top end, there were some outstanding responses in which the candidate genuinely
tried to write in the journalistic style of an article, but these were few in number. Less
successful responses showed that candidates were challenged by having to evaluate the
disadvantages of air travel, but most at least made a good attempt to do so.

Otherwise, there was a broad range of marks, but many managed to score marks for
Communication and Content at least in the second band (5-8). Those who were less secure in
the language tended to write muddled accounts which had regular ambiguities, usually
because of transliteration from English.
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Articles about youth travel were popular. This candidate writes a spirited response guided by
the four bullet points.

2 (a) Schreib einen Artikel iiber Reisen. Pwle fr schde — ¢ el
Du musst Gber diese Punkte schreiben: nl .({‘!;&.Iflﬁm 1
+ warum Jugendliche gern reisen G«Hu‘ﬁ&'?
+  wie dein hﬂte{;tusﬂug war %h\r“- gie ‘hd‘" ﬂ‘k er}dmnj
*  Reisen mit dem Flugzeug - Nac teFIe M fﬂt ree alor QJ"
+ die néchste Reise, die du mit deiner Familie' machen wirst.
Rechtfertige deine ldeen und Meinungen. \ g/ltk &\:\%&Jf\v{% \ea
Schreib ungefihr 130-150 Wérter auf Deutsch. ; \}EW’MN?

e Ko w@& Jrseo... m& caﬂe 399%4:@( ﬁl‘fn rehen..
. f&am.skn o%r L/x{?SG ¢ Ui Im’a&« G,
Fw- umch@cﬁzm .&qhm- /Imcﬁé Jugm%& e.
'@;\ mﬁmﬁwg die.. famuun oot pafle. voa.
sdnde . ndee . . Ske f.. weﬂw&@ o Bt aodure.
_sedke.. 5&? @v\fadwz 3»16 ﬁ@ul Zu

,,,,,, qer{zbm 'y (r(q Dlaﬂf

ﬁzm* O—Jt m/,
ke aﬁ?f L«M(ﬁa Scw\ew Gt

20\& p@'a(mwm H\éj‘@"j R EB'\
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..... léﬁm} 5&’4[‘ O
UALL\'ASM o FW %ﬂqlzﬁw ul &m : o{ﬁes
oaldl el e e sQLwL & Fr cﬁ'e.. mte.
e wtine, Fanilie ww( foh vcﬂﬁn ............ nach an bz

i .
iﬁ el g@ .

ﬂ( < ResultsPlus

/---.. Examiner Comments

Communication is achieved throughout with mostly effective
development of language. The reasons for young people travelling are
clear, details and an opinion are given about the last trip and a
proposed future trip to Brazil is described with reasons for this. In
response to the third bullet point, the candidate describes the
advantages rather than the disadvantages of air travel; a better
response might have considered both sides of the argument. There are
some odd turns of phrase particularly near the beginning of the article,
but in general this response uses language creatively to express a
range of individual thoughts, ideas and points of view, using a variety
of vocabulary and expression. A mark at the top of the 9-12 band is the
best fit.

The language mark also sits best at the top of the second to top band.
There is a range of structure including some examples of complex
language, for example an infinitive clause with ohne...zu. References to
the three time frames are clear.
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\\ Examiner Tip

A genuinely original response such as this one is often better than a
formulaic response based on extended passages of pre-learned
material.
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Some responses are let down by a poor command of basic syntactical structures.

2 (a) Schreib einen Artikel Giber Reisen.
Du musst Gber diese Punkte schreiben: i i
(
« warum Jugendliche gern reisen \A»} WORIAN f i ‘
fh&' +  wie dein letzter Ausflug war How  # Lt H‘jw'
bt on on f!’a#’« ¢
+ Reisen mit dem Flugzeug - Nachteile NQJM & e &
fw@ «  die nichste Reise, die du mit deiner Familie machen wirst. e pest 1-4‘:( v
Rechtfertige deine Ideen und Meinungen. T wlide vam ] w

Schreib ungefahr 130-150 Worter auf Deutsch.

'Imﬁwtbwe jc‘:{ﬂ mm
ouncdkemi...... 1507 ligin Keden. .

- fersonsen...S e H“fjeﬂ axt ey [ uﬁ‘ceuﬁ'cu
f ’UL b%:ﬂ bessenn ﬁr{eﬁo‘s . Meded ...

'__Laeen.,, Fc cdmf B (R
e st Sele Qn&s(mmk Bige fuck, reisen.
oﬁkju%exdh%eemmfe hack.. Scwe.

Ue Sﬂm éam ;014 mﬁ‘“ olem ﬂ 7¢
eie/' 6@“4\ lon.. Ween .. AL ?if)ﬂ@/‘ . ﬁtg};
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/--.. Examiner Comments
Despite a good first sentence, communication is varied. In the
description of the last holiday, communication breaks down with the
confusing use of werde ich ... gegangen. The disadvantages of air travel
are described in the simplest of terms for this level of question, but
nevertheless the main point is made. A future trip is referred to almost
successfully although von die Schweiz (sic) rather than in die Schweiz
causes some confusion. A mark at the top of the 1-4 band is the best
fit for Communication and Content.

Language is weak throughout although there are occasional well-linked
sentences. Two examples of language which place this response no
higher than at the top of the 1-3 band for Linguistic Knowledge and
Accuracy are: Dass wunderbar ist (which shows a lack of awareness of
basic syntax) and mich und meine Familie woll besuche (which with only
six words has three basic errors).

“\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The importance of consistent accuracy in responses at this level cannot
be stressed too highly.
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The most successful essays write a balanced account referring to each of the four bullet
points in roughly the same number of words. This is not always achieved.

2 (a) Schreib einen Artikel liber Reisen.

Du musst tiber diese Punkte schreiben:

" ?
/ warum Jugendliche gern reisen 0-3'3 youns Tike m’h‘j
._,-/wie dein letzter Ausflug war haw (3G 30\«-( kst dp

/heisen mit dem Flugzeug - Nachteile Howdd *}5 plomg - W‘U"-Cﬂ?

. die nichste Reise, die du mit deiner Familie machen wirst. ‘ﬂi.n_ d ‘lﬁp Pk yora
P 40ie. L-r?-“ﬂ_
Rechtfertige deine Ideen und Meinungen. o

Schreib ungeféhr 130-150 Worter auf Deutsch. 3
(28)

Jugercllicha geen 1@e il Sie dia Llelt sobes Kanram.

wid..@S st e toll. &Ma@ J:ur" A ir. Jus

dor fousrast fuiseer o ke S, Tt bl
2euq. st auUCh dio chnellest Kersen. ngw ok mj
faii it fndlear wnred. 06’ mda. 1ck. & #ll pabwer wned.
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\/ / ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

There is mostly effective communication with relevant detailed
information. Several convincing reasons are given for young people
travelling. A past trip is described with some clarity although the use of
Jeder Jahr (sic) perhaps confuses the issue. The candidate just about
manages to convey that the expense and the poor quality of the food
are disadvantages of air travel but the surrounding ideas are muddled.
The final bullet point is answered successfully but with no
development. Nevertheless, this response conveys a wide range of
ideas and just edges into the 9-12 band for Communication and
Content.

The language mark has to reflect the faulty syntax and the lack of a
wide range of complex structures. There is some variation for example
with attempted subordination with obwohl, but generally the verb
forms are not always correct and mastery of the past tense is
particulary weak. Erros occasionally hinder clarity of communication
particularly in response to the third bullet point. A mark in the middle
of the 4-6 band is the best fit.

&4\ ResultsPlus
D

Examiner Tip
It is important to develop each idea made in response to the bullet
points. Two or three further sentences will extend each section
appropriately.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were required to write a formal letter about school trips including details of the
advantages of school trips travelling (description and opinion / present tense), details of a
successful previous trip (narrative and opinion / past tense), the disadvantages of museum
visits (opinion / present tense) and details of next year’s school trip (information / future
intent).

Most candidates were able to address all four bullet points and to develop them successfully,
albeit with errors and ambiguities when their German was not good enough to express their
original ideas. At the top end there were some interesting accounts of visits to German
speaking countries.

The third bullet point about museum visits was more challenging, but many reasons were
given, usually that museums were boring or that they could not understand anything.

Candidates had clearly been prepared well for this topic area and there was a strong sense
that they were writing with confidence about a familiar topic.

There was a range of linguistic competence. However, the most successful responses
included a range of subordinating conjunctions such as damit, ob and sobald , varied syntax
including infinitive clauses and verb/comma/verb sentences and a varied use of modal verbs
in different tenses.
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There were some outstanding essays about class trips of which this is a good example.

3

If you answer Question 2(b) puta cross inthe box K] .
) | School Trip
(b) Schreib einen Brief an eine deutsche Lehrerin Gber Klassenfahrten. |
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Examiner Comments
A wealth of information and opinion is given in this essay. There is
consistent effective adaptation of language. Each point is described
and developed in great detail and language is used creatively to
express individual thoughts. Examples of uncommon language appear
consistently throughout and include erleben,
Kommunkationsféhigkeiten, atemberaubend, empfehlen, and irrsinnig.
The whole essay flows well and is linked with relevant adverbial
phrases. There is no reason to award this less than the full 16 marks
for Communication and Content.

The German is not wholly accurate. Some genders and inflections are
wrong, there is a wrong past tense of scheinen and in the third
paragraph a more serious error with a plural verb agreement with ich.
However, these errors can be balanced against some excellent
evidence of complex structures used well. These include use of seit,
modal verbs in a range of tenses, varied subordinate clauses with
more than just the odd weil clause and infinitive clauses after planen
and vorhaben. Despite errors which do not hinder clarity of
communication, this is a fluent response in which language and
structures are consistenly accurate. It merits a mark in the middle of
the top band for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

- sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
This in a longer response than necessary. Responses of between 130
and 150 words can also access the full mark range.
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Some candidates get too caught up with what they want to write rather than what they can
write.

(b) Schreib einen Brief an eine deutsche Lehrerin Gber Klassenfahrten.
Du musst iiber diese Punkte schreiben:
+ die Vorteile von Klassenfahrten
+ warum deine letzte Schulfahrt gutwar - wway  laok  Sebodl it e ooy
. Besuche im Museum - Nachteile v+t € 60 aMMseqan
»  wohin du nédchstes Jahr mit deiner Klasse fahren wirst.
Rechtfertige deine Ideen und Meinungen.

Schreib ungeféhr 130-150 Worter auf Deutsch,
(28)
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Examiner Comments
The candidate launches into some ideas about what is allowed or not
on a school trip although the information is confused by faulty use of
modal verbs and the section weil man kann essen mit eine fahren which
does not make any sense. It is not until details about the last school
trip that the effectiveness of the language settles down, although even
here the message is marred by the use of deine rather than meine.
Similarly the details of the museum trip are ambiguous because of the
confusion of tenses and there is no mention of disadvantages. The
candidate manages to convey the idea of future trips quite well and
make a good developed point with the final conditional sentence. This
response is characterised by some effective adaptation of language to
narrate, inform and interest. There are occasional examples of creative
use of language. A mark at the top end of the 1-4 band is appropriate
for Communication and Content.

Some phrases in the essay show an awareness of case and gender (mit
dem Bus, fiir mich), syntax is reasonably sound in simple sentences and
there is some sense of past, present and future with the good past
tense wir besuchten. However, the incidence of error is otherwise quite
high. Inversion is often not achieved when necessary and verb
agreements are inconsistent. This was awarded a mark at the top of
the 1-3 band for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy since errors
sometimes hinder clarity of communication.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip
It is best to start each section with a clear sentence referring to the
bullet point followed by one or two ideas to develop or illustrate the
idea.
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Candidates often use known language to create a good personal response.

(b) Schreib einen Brief an eine deutsche Lehrerin Gber Klassenfahrten.
Du musst lber diese Punkte schreiben:

. gie Vog&lle von Klassenfahrten
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Rechtfertige deine Ideen und Meinungen.
Schreib ungefahr 130-150 Worter auf Deutsch.
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/--.. Examiner Comments
All four bullet points are covered. The candidate makes a confident
start, describes the last school trip in excellent detail, gives some
indication of the disadvantages of museum visits although besichtigt is
used presumably rather than beschdftigt and details of the proposed
visit to Spain in the future are well-developed. Language is used
creatively to express individual thoughts and points of view. There is
variety of vocabulary and expression, although there are not as many
examples of uncommon language as might be expected from a
response in the very top band. For Communication and Content,
however, this response can still be placed towards the top end of the
9-12 band (11 marks).

Language is also very sound. There is a variety of grammatical
structures with a very sound use of tenses. Complex structures include
an almost successful wenn sentence (the lack of umlauts on the verbs
does not give a good impression) with the verb/comma/verb pattern
and a good um...zu clause in the final paragraph. Some more complex
structures are unsuccessful (eg ich bevorzuge sein in frischen Luft).
Nevertheless, the response is predominantly fluent and scores in the
middle of the 7-9 band for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
There is a balance to be struck between ambitious use of language and
accuracy. The more complex structures and the higher the level of

accuracy in evidence, the better the language mark will be.
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Question 3

The translation into German of 50 words in English is split into four sentences which are
targeted in increasing order of challenge. The passage included a mixture of first and third
person verbs, one past tense ( / organised ) and a future/conditional verb (/ would like to
work).

All words in the passage were taken from the minimum core vocabulary list. However, the
least well-known were especially, exciting and exchange school. Nevertheless, most managed to
attempt the whole translation and there was a wide range of marks.

It was interesting to note that some candidates managed to cope reasonably well with the
final sentence and included a subordinate clause with a modal verb followed by another
subordinate clause. Yet the same candidates were often unable to give an accurate rendition
of the more straightforward second sentence which consisted of two main clauses joined
with the conjunction und.

The perfect tense of organisieren sometimes caused problems but the use of georganisiert
(sic.) still conveyed the meaning.

Many candidates were able to score marks in the top box (10-12) and some gave a perfect
translation which was wholly accurate.
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Occasional omissions and the frequency of error can prevent candidates gaining a mark in
the 10-12 band.

3 Ubersetze ins Deutsche.

| like learning foreign languages at school, especially German and Spanish, Our
teachers always make the lessons exciting and we speak a lot. Last month | organised
a wonderful evening for our German exchange school. Languages are very important
because | want to work in Europe when | am older.

MWJCMAMMW&MM}?Marganmm
dprachen. sind. senr wChNg aenn (o will .
NACh._Europa qrbellen. menn. [CR QLoLer.......

f

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The translation starts well with a good first sentence. There is one
omission where the candidate is unable to give an acceptable word for
exciting. This omission on its own might still have placed the translation
in the top band. However, the frequency of error means that the 7-9
band is more appropriate. The plural of Lehrer is wrong, the word order
after und is not correct, the masculine accusative with Abend is not
achieved and nach Europa rather than in Europa hinders clarity of
meaning. The wrong comparative adjective in the final clause also fails
to convey the correct meaning. Nevertheless, it is a good effort and a
mark at the top of the band is the best fit.

This response scored 9 marks.
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\\ Examiner Tip
Possessive adjectives often cause problems. This candidate was

unusual in knowing the word unser although the correct plural form is
not given.
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This candidate has attempted all four sentences but with only limited success.

3 Ubersetze ins Deutsche.

| like learning foreign languages at school, especially German and Spanish. Our e (. —+
teachers always make the lessons exciting and we speak a lot. Last month | organised

a wonderful evening for our German exchange school. Languages are very important
because | want to work in Europe when | am older.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Some individual words (eg sprechen, Abend) and phrases (Ich mag, sehr
wichtig, wenn ich) are conveyed. Otherwise, there are regular errors
which prevent meaning being conveyed. Verb agreements are
frequently wrong and the past tense of organisieren is not achieved;
wohne is used instead of will; there is frequent mother-tongue
influence. For these reasons, a mark at the top of the 1-3 band is the
best fit.

e N\

&P4\ ResultsPlus
\-/

) Examiner Tip
It is best to avoid English at all costs, although in this case the English
words have allowed the candidate to have a go at all parts of the
translation.
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Many candidates were able to produce a full version of the passage in German even if the
accuracy was not 100% accurate.
3 Ubersetze ins Deutsche.

| like learning foreign languages at school, especially German and Spanish. Our
teachers always make the lessons exciting and we speak a lot. Last month | organised
a wonderful evening for our German exchange school. Languages are very important
because | want to work in Europe when | am older.
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ﬂR&suﬁsﬂlﬁ
Examiner Comments

The candidate has communicated the meaning of the passage fully.
Klassen is an acceptable alternative to Stunden in the second sentence.
There are some spelling errors which do not hinder clarity. However,
there are a couple of grammatical errors. The accusative singular of
Abend is not achieved and the word order in the weil clause in the final
sentence is not correct. Nevertheless, this deserves to be placed in the
top 10-12 band and a mark of 11 is the best fit.
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\ Examiner Tip

Misspellings can be tolerated if they do not hinder clarity of
communication. In a near perfect translation, minor grammatical
errors will affect which mark is chosen within the band.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

practise writing pieces on all topic areas from the specification;

know exactly what the requirements of each question are, using past papers to identify
the style of each question;

learn as wide a range of vocabulary and complex structures as possible;

ensure that they can write clearly about the three main time frames using a variety of
verbs;

ensure that they know how to conjugate verbs properly;

practise different ways of expressing opinions;

think about how to develop a response without going beyond what they can write
correctly;

practise regular translation exercises, concentrating on correct word order and avoidance
of English words;

learn some useful phrases and short sentences that can be used in a variety of situations,
eg Ich freue mich darauf, Das macht Spaf3, Das hat Spaf8 gemacht, Das hat mir gefallen.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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