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Introduction

Foundation tier candidates are required to answer four questions:

a short description of a picture with an opinion;

a short formal message giving four points of information from a choice of two options;
a longer informal response to a friend from a choice of two options;

five sentences to translate into German.

The tasks are graded in challenge from the most straightforward in question 1 to the most
challenging at question 3. The translation sentences similarly are graded from least to most
challenging.

In this special year, Advance Notice had been given of the topic areas to be assessed in the
first three questions of the foundation tier paper. In addition, rubrics and bullet points had
been simplified to ensure that candidates would have best chance of understanding the task.
Titles for each question were in English. Questions were also based on familiar topics.

Candidates had been well-prepared for this paper. Most knew what they had to do at each
question and were clearly aware of the need to produce a variety of structures including
different time frames, although not all managed this successfully. There were only a handful
of responses to any of the questions where candidates had misunderstood the task or chose
to ignore the bullet points.
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Question 1

Candidates were required to write a description of a picture of some people in an aeroplane
and to give an opinion about the aeroplane. The suggested word count of between 20 and 30
words is notional rather than prescribed. 2 separate marks are awarded, 1 for
Communication and Content out of 6 and 1 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy out of 6. A
typical answer will consist of two or three short sentences. To gain access to the top band for
Communication and Content, candidates must fulfil both parts of the question (ie description
and opinion); responses which omit an opinion are capped at 4 for the first mark category,
but the second mark can still access the full range. When awarding the second mark for
Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy, examiners look for an example of simple linking. Typically
this will be two main clauses joined with und or aber, although many foundation tier
candidates manage a subordinate clause with weil. Total accuracy is not necessary at this
level to access the full mark range.

It was clear that centres had prepared their candidates well for this task. The vast majority
were able to provide a basic description even if this was only about the number of people in
the picture. Some added details about what they were wearing or how they looked. Some
candidates managed to use the separable verb aussehen correctly. It was rarer for candidates
to be able to describe what the people were doing, eg looking for their seat or listening to
music. Opinions were usually straightforward. Some candidates did not know the word
Flugzeug, although this was given in the rubric. A typical response stated that Das Flugzeug ist
bequem or gave some other adjective. Some candidates used meiner Meinung nach with
varying degrees of success.
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The candidate has written three comprehensible sentences which fulfil the requirements of
the task completely.

(Source © Jeffrey Isaac Greenberg 18+/Alamy Stock Photo)
1 Beschreib das Foto und schreib deine Meinung (ber das Flugzeug.

Schreib ungefahr 20-30 Worter auf Deutsch.

Aaty dem Fore adres viele lede

Sie Siad Glucklion ok S

=

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Using a small selection of common, familiar vocabulary, the description
of the picture consists of three details. Spelling is good throughout.
The slightly awkward use of auf dem Flugzeug makes sense in context.
The candidate's opinion is clearly stated and the final successful weil
clause provides a positive end to this response.

There is evidence of simple sentences with linking. Straightforward
grammatical strutures are applied accurately and nothing is unclearly
communicated.

This response scored 12 marks.
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\ Examiner Tip

The weil clause does not need to be complex. Many candidates use an
adjective along with ist or sind. However, two clauses joined with und or
aber would be just as good.
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The candidate has written four sentences which describe the picture with some success, but
there is no description of the aeroplane.

™
I\"\.

N / ResultsPlus
/'-—-.‘: Examiner Comments

Because of the lack of opinion, the mark is capped at 4. There is no
reason to go below this mark since the response fits the descriptors in
the 3-4 band. The information is mostly relevant and there is enough
extra detail to merit 4. Even the omission of aus on two occasions
makes the reader only falter. Vocabulary is familiar and the spelling is
generally good.

Sentences are short but there is no linking: the comma in the third
sentence could have been replaced with und to fulfil this requirement.
Again this caps the response at the 3-4 band. There are some positive
features in the language: straightforward reference to present events
and a good example of dative case with mit einem Rock. However,
accuracy is inconsistent and the verb forms ist sprechen and sie trage
mean that this was awarded a mark at the lower end of this band.

< ResultsPlus
KL

Examiner Tip
Any relevant description is accepted. A range of adjectives such as the
ones given here (langweilig and gliicklich) can be used in a wide range
of situations.
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The candidate has written two sentences. This first is nearly comprehensible but the second
fails to communicate clearly because of the wrong verb form and the use of an English word
at the end.

1 Beschreib das Foto und schreib deine Meinung tber das Flugzeug.

Schreib ungefdhr 20-30 Worter auf Deutsch.

,

" / ResultsPlus

/'--‘: Examiner Comments
Clearly this response falls within the 1-2 band for Communication and
Content. There is some basic information without development.
Despite the spelling of nuen and persona (sic) the reader can
understand that there are nine people in the picture. The extent to
which the second sentence communicates anything at all is
guestionable. However, a sympathetic reader might understand
something about flying. A mark of 2 is the best fit.

The candidate has managed to produce one simple sentence with
correct use of es gibt with inversion. Again the response fits into the 1-2
band for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. A mark of 1 would be
reserved for individual recognisable words and, therefore, a mark of 2
is more appropriate here.

s N

A\ ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Poor spelling can be tolerated if the message is clear. In addition,
formulaic sentences stems such as Auf dem Foto gibt es ... or Ich finde ...
are perfectly acceptable at this level.
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Question 2 (a)

This year, candidates had a choice of Q02(a) or Q02(b). The question on a class trip to a
museum was the more popular choice. Many candidates were able to fulfil all or nearly all of
the requirements of the question. The expectation is that candidates will write a coherent
account in response to four bullet points of between 40 and 50 words in German. There may
be some linking of ideas, either with coordinating or subordinating conjunctions or with
suitable adverbial phrases which help the email to flow.

The four bullet points are prescribed. Candidates who omit one or more are capped at a
mark of 6 for Communication and Content but marked normally for Linguistic Knowledge
and Accuracy. Candidates are expected to produce sentences in the present tense and one
idea with a future time frame. The grammatical future tense need not be used as long as a
future indicator is present. They are asked to:

give details of when the class trip is

give some details of the class

explain why the class is coming to the museum
say where the class will eat.

Some candidates wrote about a class trip which had already taken place. Rather than dismiss
such responses completely as irrelevant, they were seen as a partially acceptable
interpretation of the scenario. In any cases, some candidates managed to write something in
the present tense about the class. However, it often meant that the vital future time frame
was not included which reduced the mark for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

2 marks are awarded out of 8 each, 1 for Communication and Content and 1 for Linguistic
Knowledge and Accuracy.
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This is an example of a candidate who wrote about a trip which had already taken place. The
candidate has produced a coherent account which is generally comprehensible, but in
assessing the response it has to match the descriptors in the mark grids.

2 (a) Schreib einen Brief an ein Museum.
Schreib:
« wann die Klassenfahrt ist
+  Details Gber die Klasse
« warum die Klasse zum Museum kommt
wo die Klasse essen wird.

Schreib ungefahr 40-50 Worter auf Deutsch.

An Frau Schmidt

Ldm. Wit tdn bin ank oy Mueum  apemcagea o,

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

Mit freundlichen Griillen
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/--.. Examiner Comments
The candidate gives relevant information about when the trip took
place, what the class is like and where the class ate. There is also some
development of the points. The third bullet point is an unusual
response that the candidate does not know why the class is coming to
the museum. This can be accepted as a response to the bullet point. In
essence the candidate addresses all the four points but not in the way
in which they are intended. For this reason, the mark for
Communication and Content sits best within the 5-6 band and at the
lower end because of misplacing of the trip in the past.

The language used is generally simple and there is some linking with
aber in the first and third paragraphs. Despite the reasonable level of
accuracy with verbs in the present tense, the future time frame is
missing and this means that the response cannot access more than
the 3-4 band for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The mark of 3
reflects this.

\ Examiner Tip

It is important that candidates realise that this question requires use of
present tense and that the final bullet point is designed to elicit a
future time frame. Without these elements, the response will not
achieve marks in the upper mark bands.
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This example of a response which gained full marks was not unusual in this series. The

candidate addresses the four bullet points in order and writes clearly and fluently, albeit with
some minor errors.

2 (a) Schreib einen Brief an ein Museum,
Schreib:

« wann die Klassenfahrt ist
1y cloasA cvan.

» Defails Giber die Klasse
BN OWAA g CUASS com ko sans ML .
«  warum die Klasse zum Museum kommt
WA Lall LS ok .
« wo die Klasse essen wird.
Schreib ungefahr 40-50 Worter auf Deutsch.
(16)

An Frau Schmidt W 1 | St \
~Dieklassengant (5t am K MWEN T im. AnL,
N2 oM. mewna mm - I cdrqa g\m.,,.,,
£S5 _Sechnd unazc.ucmm% Jeie 2 smok Sie. Se}nr

..... Lavt.. Sie  SiNd  Sechszehw dO.hﬁ?_ oAk ..

Senr inKressank unq. ....... mmm w\mna, .pov.....
Mmune  schule. Dex iuinder &gk Yeme R Linos.
Ol SN Lankashschn... onal. . SPaB.. ...
ASSQ . A einam. ST unol. pommaes v\
anam. (ale  esein. .

Mit freundlichen GriiBen
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/--.. Examiner Comments
The first sentence states clearly when the trip is and develops this by
adding that the date is in two weeks' time. We know the size and age of
the class and that they are loud. The reason for the class trip is that the
museum is interesting and important for the school and develops by
adding what the students think of the museum. The final sentence
states clearly that the class will eat in a cafe and the idea is developed
with details of what they will eat. Simple facts are presented, there is
little or no repetition and the response goes well beyond the language
of the stimulus. There is no reason to award this less than 8 for
Communication and Content.

The one paragraph response is clear throughout. There is one good
example of linking with weil and otherwise the sentences follow on
from each other naturally. There are some errors, for example of verb
agreement (Meine Klasse komme) and word order (Gibt es) but these do
not hinder clarity of communication. The writing is generally accurate
and the use of the grammatical future is correct. For this reason, the
response gains full marks for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
It is important to read the task carefully to establish what is required.
This candidate has glossed the bullet points and ensured that all the
details are addressed. Knowing the interrogatives wann, warum and wo
has helped.
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Some less successful candidates struggle to address the bullet points as intended. This is an
example of a good effort which sadly falls short of the expected outcome.

An Frau Schmidt

,

" { ResultsPlus

/-—-.‘: Examiner Comments
The only detail given successfully is that the class is boring. A
sympathetic reader might argue that there is some attempt to say
when the trip is by giving a time but the use of neuf rather than neun
prevents effective communication. This means that the response
overall sits comfortably in the 1-2 band for Communication and
Content. The mark of 2 reflects the candidate's efforts to produce
sentences based on the stimulus and the sound spelling.

There is a minimal selection of straightforward grammatical structures.
The use of the present tense is demonstrated in the second sentence
but there is no future time frame. A mark of 2 reflects the fact that the
candidate has made a valiant effort to produce some recognisable
German sentences rather than just individual words.

W&\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

The bullet points can be manipulated to form responses. However,
each one requires some further individually selected material from the

candidate's knowledge of German.

GCSE German 1GNO 4F 14



Question 2 (b)

This less popular of the two options at question 2 nevertheless elicited some strong
responses from those who were at ease with the vocabulary required to describe the world
of work. The four mandatory bullet points which created an email to a potential employer in
Germany required them to:

give their personal details (this might only have been their name and age)

say where they work now (examiners accepted responses which referred to a job in the
past)

say why they want to work in Germany

say when they will be coming to Germany.

The final bullet point is intended to elicit a future time frame, although the grammatical
future is not required.

Candidates who chose this option were often able to develop their responses to one or two
bullet points but often omitted vital details which would have allow them to access the whole
range for Communication and Content.
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This is an example of a response which at first sight looks weak but can in fact score highly at
this level if the requirements of the task are fulfilled.

2 (b) Du willst in Deutschland arbeiten. Schreib einen Brief an eine Firma.
Schreib:
« deine personlichen Details
« wo du jetzt arbeitest
» warum du einen Job in Deutschland willst
» wann du nach Deutschland kommen wirst.

Schreib ungeféhr 40-50 Worter auf Deutsch.
(16)

An die Firma Benz

(T PV e

Ichbunm%elbmum(sehrﬂf.-z.;g@.alchmswcm
ovbeik en ;

DR i Decatselomed . azei) (S Leibe. Peuthiand

un. ... hi@ fOSmEn. .o Deat Shlanel: Meine . Lithliry.........

lhaﬁ?ﬂﬁchiamlw'zuaYbﬂ"-mmfhﬁRJthtn
Z-btkunc.x.m:mchmllcharbe&m.*me;neﬁ}eunw
mﬂnenﬁpsmumnf/”rmfrmmmgnachmarnmm

~d «c’lﬂi'l-'.'fl
arbed.,....usel...arbeken Aasd. o LT o T - - | —

..,.i..n}.fmmn.\:,,,.,..mei.ne..,.....,,.,,......Je.1hf.i,.¢3.,.....,...,,.q.:.her.$n.m............,.-,;....,.,,.......Iehm....,.......wmi.[............S.ri.e...........
.a:,lmi.h.....,.,....E.le,i*ﬁ;.g SR
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/--.. Examiner Comments
The email fulfils the requirements of all four bullet points although
they are not in order. Despite errors it communicates a clear message
and develops each point effectively. In particular the detail about
working in a restaurant is developed by taking the idea further to
describe why work is important. When read aloud the response makes
complete sense and therefore is awarded full marks for
Communication and Content.

The candidate produces predominantly simple straightforward
sentences and there is some linking with weil. References to the
present are consistently successful and the reference to the future
with ich pldne (sic) is nearly successful. This places the mark for
Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy in the top band. However, the
incidence of error is high and some straightforward structures are not
quite accurate enough. These include some errors of verb formation
and word order. The appropriate mark here is 7.

\ Examiner Tip

It is not necessary to answer the bullet points in order, but it is the
easiest approach to do so. It also helps examiners to identify where
each point is made if ambiguities are present.
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Sometimes responses require careful reading to work out exactly what the candidate
intends. Occasionally it becomes clear; at other times there is simply too much confusion.

Handwriting can also be an issue. In this response, it takes some patience to work out that
the candidate is 16 because of the way sechzehn is written over two lines.

alf ml N H',C}; Y df] me
und R & MQ% ol wt“h n

A e id W, oo

d\a
. [ch b
b ol v ein
o MCS@S&\MG\L\M& oin X

04 197 29 Do Kok Mot \n il ch 4rfauhn
i Mon %(w%\ ol Pf w S n’rﬁrr._..,.. 0t itz
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Examiner Comments
From the email, the reader manages to glean that this is a sporty
sixteen-year old who works in Bonn already. The candidate enjoys
working as a waiter, but found previous work as a fireman boring.
There is an almost successful suggestion that working in Germany is
fun which might be seen to address the third bullet point. There is no
mention of when the candidate intends to come to Germany. What is
meant by mehr Kauf machen is unclear and the communication breaks
down at the very end with the phrase wohin er sprechen. There is
therefore some brief information albeit with some development. The
candidate uses a small range of familiar vocabulary and mostly goes
beyond the language of the stimulus with some success. In the 3-4
band, the higher mark is appropriate because of the inconsistency of
communication combined with the fuller development of a couple of
points.

Structures are straightforward and the simple short sentences are
linked only rarely with und. There are some successful structures such
as a modal verb (will) and Ich war. However, the accuracy is varied and
the repetition of Ich arbeiten and the use of Et war put this in the 3-4
band for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. The lower mark is
appropriate because of the lack of a future time frame.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip
It is best practice to avoid being over-complex. Simple sentences with
some linking are sufficient at this stage in the paper. This candidate
has produced some good vocabulary but the structures used do not
allow the response to gain higher marks.
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This response illustrates how omissions and the use of English words can adversely affect the
overall mark.

MMM fmbztwﬂrwkwur&mwmﬂwli SV 10 A
oo Ger loatnedy L) bk 7z far aule Aol BlaES
-Ltntmm‘g%bt&, o et et s Devtseliloud
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/--. Examiner Comments
The candidate communicates clearly in reference to the first and
second bullet points. Despite the use of Keller for Kellner, the meaning
is obvious from the context. The third bullet point is only partially
communicated although it is developed well. The omission of the word
Job and use of the English word salary mean that communication is
hampered. There is no mention of the proposed arrival in Germany.
This means that some basic points are made with little development.
The mark of 5 reflects the extent of the development of the first two
bullet points and the attempted communication in the third. Had there
been a future time frame that was relevant to the task, 6 might have
been awarded.

Basic syntax is sound and there is evidence of the present tense and
even the past tense of the verb sein. The attempted weil clause is
almost successful but the subject is omitted and the grammatical
future can be credited because it is part of the overall response as the
development of an existing point. This is best described by the
descriptor "some grammatical structures which are sometimes
successful". However, since some errors prevent meaning being
conveyed, the mark of 5 is appropriate in the 5-6 band.

NG sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
It is best to avoid any English words in the reponse. Alternatives to the
use of salary could have been Ich bekomme / verdiene viel Geld or even

simply Das Geld is gut.
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were required to write an informal email about their musical interests based on
four bullet points. They had to state facts (favourite music), describe a past event (last
concert), give an opinion (why music is important) and refer to a future event (musical
activities next week).

This was an extremely popular choice and many candidates wrote original personal accounts
of their musical interests. Even the least successful were often able to develop each point.
Some contrasted a description of what they liked with what music they disliked or what other
family members thought of their tastes; descriptions of a previous concert often relied on the
simple past war but ideas were developed by saying where and when the concert took place
as well as an opinion; reasons for the importance of music were often that it was relaxing or
helped them to concentrate; future events often referred to a forthcoming music lesson or
another concert.

Vocabulary in foundation tier responses was usually familiar but there were also some
examples at foundation tier of more unusual words such as unterhaltsam. Some familiar
sentences were also used regularly such as Ich freue mich darauf or Das hat Spa 8 gemacht .
These allowed even less successful candidates to communicate some points clearly.

The most successful candidates managed to include some complex structures, most notably
subordination with weil, obwohl or dass. This often allowed them to access the higher mark
bands for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy. Some also used modal verbs well. References
to time frames were generally sound, but less successful responses were marred by
ambiguity when the verb forms were unclear (eg ich werde gegangen, ich habe héren).

Responses to this question allowed candidates to write freely about a topic that clearly
interests them.
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3 (a) Schreib eine E-Mail an deine Freundin Corinna.
Du musst (ber diese Punkte schreiben:
+ deine Lieblingsmusik
« was dein letztes Konzert war
«  warum Musik wichtig ist
« musikalische Aktivitdten ndchste Woche.

Schreib ungeféhr 80-90 Worter auf Deutsch.
(20)

I h hﬂm meSik S ok
Mo, leiblopmeic L lou Mlk Lc»éz«, Tl lal

Giial s Ou&wﬂf—-hqj v Forby & 0

Ml e Gl 20 pene bl @i fnd. € tof  Sohe
Lo N btk T

-------------

GH‘ .f o

......

e bl b o She gk ok I‘m.yam

23 GCSE German 1GNO 4F



™,

« { ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments
The candidate manages to convey information relating to three bullet
points. It is clear that rock music is the preferred music style; the last
concert is clearly mentioned; and plans to play the guitar next week
are stated clearly. Some personal opinion is given, particularly about
the last concert and about the father's guitar skills. There is no
mention of why music is important. However, the development of each
point is less successful. Although there is some effective
communication, the use of litzen (sic) confuses the reader and in the
final sentence sehr gut at is only partly successful. This response sits at
the bottom end of the 4-6 band for Communication and Content.

The candidate deploys straightforward grammatical structures with
partial success. When more complex structures are attempted, eg a
weil clause and an infinitive clause, these are not successful.
Nevertheless, references to present, past and future events are
reasonably clear, although the language used is very straightforward.
Accuracy is variable and verb forms are insecure. Therefore, this
response is awarded a mark at the bottom of the 3-4 band for
Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

“\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
When writing about familiar topics, it is important to stick to language
which is known rather than try to write something too complex.
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This candidate has efficiently addressed all four bullet points in order and has attempted to
develop each one with a further sentence or clause.

3 (a) Schreib eine E-Mail an deine Freundin Corinna.

Du musst (iber diese Punkte schreiben:

/- deine Lieblingsmusik ~ Farmer mATC

ah Y
/+ warum Musik wichtig ist v\v{ mpC i I f . "
. mhen pRIF ¥
\/- musikalische Aktivitidten nachste Woche, " e

Schreib ungeféhr 80-90 Wérter auf Deutsch.
Selear g0 werds p Fp 6 (20)

‘T g, ;fw b bl ;’W pn, O,
J“ ?ln, M‘J"" «Jﬂt wﬁ

N T TR T pa,mm r"ff b Dbt
E‘L S}Ww e waa Secitr_gprhan.

‘D m”" ﬂbﬂny azM"' L M—»K "J""‘i iuu e, M.;Ar\‘f
Nﬁ oy, Snazn uu' Ao et ke,

Vot b

4—N,‘J;¢4U‘ ...... M*#mkﬂnmm
Llw'hkr{ , Am-wlfntlﬁ—ﬂtnl!— Lﬂf ?vh.« — ha
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Examiner Comments
Communication is relevant and some key points are developed. The
candidate contrasts a favourite style with what is less popular and
gives reasons. Mention of the last concert is clear and the reader
knows which acts performed. There is a good opinion about the
importance of music and the following section is partially successful
but spoiled with the use of calme (sic). The development of the final
point referring to the future is less clear and means that the mark for
Communication and Content is at the bottom end of the 7-9 band. This
mark credits the candidate's effective adaptation of language using
mainly common, familiar vocabulary as well as the occasional
confusion.

Different examples of successful structures include a good weil clause
in the first paragraph including an accusative pronoun, inversion with
the perfect tense of gehen used correctly despite the omission of a
suitable preposition, an impressive use of meiner Meinung nach used
correctly and a correct grammatical future tense. However, these are
balanced by some less successful attempts to use varied structures.
These include the use of gern as a verb, the use of the past tense
konnte with a past participle rather than an infinitive and the whole
final sentence which prevents meaning being conveyed. The mark of 5
for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy reflects the overall qualities of
this response.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip
This candidate has written an equal amount for each bullet point and
therefore fulfils the requirements of the question in terms of

developing each main point.
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At this stage in the paper it is wise to stick to familiar language and structures. There is no
need to be over-complex.

3 (a) Schreib eine E-Mail an deine Freundin Corinna.
Du musst (ber diese Punkte schreiben:
. deine Lieblingsmusik FAU MUSC
«  was dein letztes Konzert war . &5T ( ONVSERT
«  warum Musik wichtig ist
. musikalische Aktivititen nachste Woche. A0S/ ¢ ACTIVITYS
Schreib ungefihr 80-90 Wérter auf Deutsch. NEX S ECcK
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/'--.'. Examiner Comments
This response communicates a range of relevant detail with relative
ease despite errors. The sentences flow naturally and are linked well.
In addition, the time frames are clear. All bullet points are addressed
and developed with an interesting personal point of view. Personal
opinions about pop music, the last concert or the importance of music
though straightforward are convincing. The overall quality of
communication just edges this response into the top band for
Communication and Content.

Successful language structures include the present and future tenses
and subordination with weil and coordination with aber. On the other
hand, there are some less successful attempts with the wrong auxiliary
verb with gegangen, the lack of a correct infinitive after kann and the
lack of inversion when necessary. Nevertheless, the response merits a
mark at the top of the 5-6 band for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

s N

A ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Foundation tier candidates who wrote a straightforward account
covering all four bullet points in language that included some complex
language scored well.
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were required to write an informal email about the environment based on four
bullet points. They had to state facts (family’s eco-friendly activities), describe a past event
(eco-initiative in school last week), give an opinion (why recycling is important) and refer to a
future event (environmental activities in the future).

Although this was the less popular option, many candidates wrote spirited responses to this
guestion. Some even went far beyond what would normally be seen at foundation tier by
including very sophisticated vocabulary (eg Meeresspiegel, wiederverwerten, Abholzung) and
some more abstract ideas about the environment in general. This often enabled responses
to access at least the second to top band for Communication and Content even when the
information relevant to the bullet points was confused.

A similar pattern of quality of language emerged as with the option at Q02(a). Subordinate
clauses were often successful and time frames clear. However, less successful candidates
sometimes omitted to use the past tense to describe the second bullet point, writing instead
about what the school normally does.

As with other questions on the paper, it was clear that candidates had been well-prepared
for this level of question and many were able to show enough evidence of complex
structures to gain high marks.

Some foundation candidates struggle to communicate at this level. However, all relevant
language is credited if possible.
3 (b) Schreib eine E-Mail an deinen Freund Erik.
Du musst (iber diese Punkte schreiben:
- was deine Familie fiir die Umwelt macht vonag vENY 90\“’“‘3 dg tov twe €NV nimen

+  Umweltaktionen in deiner Schule letzte Woche en\\WWOVINR NEAL A (oM 1 Yoy y
Foway Lost week

« warum Recycling wichtig ist wwny vfcujumﬁ IS inportan t
» umweltfreundliche Aktivitdten in der Zukunft. envivovinievai+ f nemﬂk] eACtiovLS
in (e FUTvIre,

Schreib ungefahr 80-90 Worter auf Deutsch.
(20)

............ RV At o T
~aAeone. faoniie. Glas. und. . Popif .. r.e.L.g.(_.l_fe.n .................................... e
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\/ /«.{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate manages to write only one sentence which is nearly
successful. As a consequence, the response is awarded 1 mark each
for both mark categories.

-

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The candidate may also have answered option Q03(a). Where both

options are answered, the higher mark is accepted.
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Candidates who chose this option often showed a good awareness of environmental issues
and used some specialist vocabulary referring to global warming.

MJL\ L= oy 'f’l’ ‘}“—t ré-&f’\ Q(A'ﬁ :

& *gfﬁengmhmm ........ Ao reockt
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/--.. Examiner Comments
Communication has varied success. The reader can just about
understand that the family thinks recycling is important; the
information about what happened last week is not communicated
because of the use of English; there is a clear point made about the
importance of recycling and this point is developed well with mention
of global warming; in the final section the reader finds out that the
candidate will go to the beach but the rest of the sentence is not clear.
This sits firmly in the middle of the 4-6 band for Communication and
Content. There is some effective adaptation of language and the
candidate expresses mainly straightforward thoughts and ideas and
gives personal opinions which are occasionally successful.

There are some successful structures such as the present tense of

finden and the future tense of gehen. Weil clauses are also partially
successful. Otherwise, the syntax and verb forms are generally
inaccurate. For this reason a mark at the lower end of the 3-4 box is
appropriate.

\ Examiner Tip

Examples of good vocabulary in this essay are umweltfreundlich, Strand
and Landschaft. The overall mark would have been higher if the words
had been used within more accurately formed sentences.
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Usually the marks for Communication and Content and Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy
are closely linked. However, sometimes there is more of a gap.

IME MANKEE PLACE VERS
T AT » Environment -y, aw

If you answer Question 3(b) put a cross in the box ﬁ' “ s
' = < s sﬂhm
3 (b) Schreib eine E-Mail an deinen Freund Erik. i ),r

Du musst (iber diese Punkte schreiben: d"‘g}; W\J'L \
sepqated ik okt
N be )

« was deine Familie fiir die Umwelt macht

« Umweltaktionen in deiner Schule letzte Woche

«  warum Recycling wichtig ist K/ R naackk=e ,-
- umweltfreundliche Aktivitdten in der Zukunft. M
Schreib ungefahr 80-90 Worter auf Deutsch, Lo\

(20)

Halle, Erik) Wit l:nSFciw') ldh bin gehy ﬁlud«-bv(«;_

Ty fwu{ ad paiv sindHeUmprelf-.

i, € g g, M v

___J' mal Eame Wul Blww{ ff—mb&» »

.__zw Mklwhfh’hﬂ h’lo{ i LA biQreh ﬁvwk e
,,,,,,:@u lwla fw?’k{fa‘-w’“d
.“L weya(e rc/L

5
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/--.. Examiner Comments
Despite errors, the candidate communicates information relevant to
the task with development of some key points and ideas. There is a
clear message that the family has a strict recycling regime and the
point is developed with mention of the installation of solar panels and
the planting of flowers and trees. Recycling is valued as a means of
reducing waste and there is some sense of the candidate doing
voluntary work in the future. Information about what happened at
school last week is omitted. There are some examples of uncommon
language such as Kohlenstoffdioxid. This response fits well into the
middle of the 7-9 band for Communication and Content.

Although there is no sentence which is error free, there are some
examples of accurate language and structures. These include the
future tense of sein, coordination with denn, the comparative weniger
and generally accurate spelling. However, the errors do not prevent
communication and for this reason a mark at the top of the 3-4 band is
awarded.

P4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

More accurate verb forms, particularly of the present tense, would
have ensured a higher mark for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.
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Question 4

In the final question in the foundation paper, candidates translate five sentences into
German. These are graded in challenge from grade 1 to grade 5. The first three sentences are
awarded a mark out of 2 each and the final two more challenging sentences are awarded a
mark out of 3 each.

Most candidates were able to tackle all five sentences and score some marks on each. By far
the most successful were Q04(a) and Q04(e). The mark scheme allows for a degree of
inaccuracy if the main sense of the sentence is communicated: this was particularly useful in
QO04(d) where the past tense was often attempted but with some inaccuracy eg gesprecht
rather than gesprochen.

Although all vocabulary was taken from the minimum core vocabulary list, some items were
less well-known: short (kurz was rarely seen) and comes from (the preposition caused
problems). However, a past tense of the verb to speak (using sagen or sprechen) was often
attempted, occasionally accurately; and in Q04(e), many managed a weil clause correctly and
even knew the more challenging adjective nitzlich. It was interesting to note that some less
successful translations coped better with the more complex sentence at Q04(e) while unable
to convey fully the sense of the sentences at Q04(b) and Q04(c). However, almost all
managed to convey the sense of Q04(a) - I learn German!
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This candidate has attempted all five sentences with varying degrees of success.

4 Ubersetze ins Deutsche.

(a) |learn German.

] (2)
% e Y
I 0y, VR = P s P R oy T e P S e e e R i
(b) My teacher comes from Frankfurt.
{2)
...... BT e T 1 o T T T = sl et L T
'rn
(c) |find the lessons too short in my _sc.hool.
w (2)
........... Lghc;hmmh?ﬁhxhn::m. Tk,
(d) Last week | said a lot in class.
(3)
................. LEr e ORENE ... SQCEh  CIEt  hhemWG.  Spreshen. . 0o fn
................... Sprgmmhﬁm._
(e) 1find the subject very interesting because it is useful.
(3)
L A [, Focke. . . . Bueenliehn. . A ECE R R enkS . w = T 5 C———
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/--.. Examiner Comments
QO04(a): The wrong word order with the verb at the end rather than in
second position was awarded 1 mark rather than 2 because the
meaning was partially conveyed.

QO04(b): The wrong preposition means that communication is partial.
The other error on Meine does not hinder communication.

QO04(c): The ideas of lesson and too short are omitted but there is
some communication with /ch finde and in meine Schule. Despite errors
and omissions, 1 mark can be awarded.

Q04(d): The candidate conveys the idea of last week and in class and
the verb sprechen is attempted, albeit in the wrong tense. However the
omission of the other elements of the sentences mean that the overall
meaning of the sentence is not communicated and therefore only 1
mark can be awarded.

QO04(e): The only element missing from the sentence is the adjective
useful. This means that the meaning is partially communicated. The
structures are mostly accurate here and therefore 2 marks are
awarded.

\ Examiner Tip
It is best to attempt all five sentences even if only some words are
successful. Omitting a sentence completely means that no marks can

be awarded.
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After a good start, this candidate manages only partial or limited communication.

4 Ubersetze ins Deutsche.

(a) |learn German.

(b) My teacher comes from Frankfurt.

(2)

(2)

JHeia Jewere sk B SOmOO

(c) Ifind the lessons too short in my school.

(d) Last week | said a lot in class.

(eztes. A0rhe... Ton.. B0 Dia . \Q\..itn. OSSR o

(2)

(3)

(e) |find the subject very interesting because it is useful.
Dok,

(3)

Ao Kindes ren be Qe gelh mw_re.smm,ueﬂ&%-umha
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/--.'. Examiner Comments
Q04(a): Many candidates achieved 2 marks as this candidate does
here.

QO04(b): Typically, the wrong preposition means that only 1 mark can be
awarded.

QO04(c): Klein was not accepted as an alternative for kurz and therefore
only partial communication is achieved leading to a mark of 1. The
inclusion of lessons rather than Stunden is wrong but the other correct
elements of the sentence can be credited.

Q04(d): Only some words and phrases are communicated here.
Without an attempt to convey the idea of speaking in class, only 1
mark can be awarded.

QO04(e): Schule was not an acceptable alternative for Fach, and the idea
of useful is missing. This response hovers between a mark of 1 and 2,
but on balance a mark of 1 was awarded because the overall meaning
was not clear enough.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
A range of commonly used adjectives should be known by foundation
tier candidates. One such is kurz.
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Some foundation tier candidates coped very well with the translation task as seen in this
example.

4 (Jbersetze ins Deutsche.

(a) | learn German.

(2)
lch leme Dewdsch.

(b) My teacher comes from Frankfurt.

(2)

Mein lehres  Kommd aws Frankfurt.

() 1find the lessons too short in my school.

(2)
lch finde die. Shanden 2u_Hein_. in  mein Schule .
(d) Last week | said a lot in class.

(3)
Lehre Wode hote ich (ile. in Klase gesprochen.
(e) Ifind the subject very interesting because it is useful.

(3)

=500 neeil es nUtahidn sk
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/---t Examiner Comments

QO04(a): A perfect translation scores 2 marks.
QO04(b): This perfect sentence was rare.

QO04(c): Sadly, this successful candidate does not know the adjective
kurz and can only score 1 mark.

QO04(d): Despite the use of viele rather than viel the meaning of the
sentence is fully communicated and the candidate even manages a
correct perfect tense. 3 marks were awarded. The misspelling of Letze
(sic) can be tolerated.

QO04(e): Another perfect translation scores 3 marks.

T4\ ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
Occasional errors in linguistic structures can be tolerated in the
translation if they do not hinder clarity of communication.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper, candidates should:

practise writing short pieces on all topic areas from the specification;

know exactly what the requirements of each question are, using past papers to identify
the style of each question;

learn question words that will help them to understand what is required by the bullet
points;

learn as wide a range of vocabulary and structures as possible;

ensure that they can write clearly about the three main time frames using a variety of
verbs;

practise different ways of expressing opinions;

think about how to develop a response without going beyond what they can write
correctly;

learn some useful phrases and short sentences that can be used in a variety of situations,
eg Ich freue mich darauf, Das macht Spafs, Das hat Spaf8 gemacht.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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