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Introduction
In this first year of the new specification, it was clear that students had been prepared well. The

topic areas covered in the paper were familiar and students were aware of the need to choose

between Question 1(a) and 1(b) and between Q2(a) and Q2(b). The paper differentiated well. At the

top end of the scale there were some very fluent answers showing a wide range of sophisticated

langauge. A few students struggled to communicate in writing even in the first crossover question

and may well have been more appropriately entered for the foundation paper.

It is important for students to realise that the bullet points in the first two questions are

prescriptive. Sometimes, a generic essay about the wider topic area does not fulfil the

requirements of the task set. It is important to read the task carefully before putting pen to paper.

Word counts are notional, and it is possible to access the highest mark bands by sticking within the

suggested word count. When students write longer essays, they often self-penalise because errors

begin to creep in which spoil the overall effect. It is wiser to write a shorter, more accurate

response than to produce a rambling all-inclusive essay.

Overall, Q1(b) was more popular than Q1(a) and Q2(b) more popular than Q2(a). Perhaps students

choose the topic area they think they know better rather than looking carefully at the requirements

of the task and assessing which allows them to display better language skills. Anxieties about the

translation into German were not borne out by student performance and examiners noted that

here were many pleasing and some fully accurate renderings of the English text in Q3.

Vocabulary, even towards the top end of the scale, tended to be safe and familiar; only the very

best introduced unusual words. There was often confusion with common false friends such as 

Gebäude/Bildung, bekommen/werden and schicken/Schinken. In general, students tended to

stick to a small selection of verbs rather than explore a whole range. The most common were 

spielen, fahren, gehen, sehen, essen, trinken and besuchen. The weakest students relied simply

on sein, haben and es gibt.

To access the highest mark bands for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy, there has to be evidence

of a wide range of language structures which might include variety of tense, infinitive clause, variety

of syntax including inversion, coordination and subordination with a range of conjunctions and

perhaps a good use of idiom. Centres should discuss with their students the best level of entry. In

particular, it is worth noting that the mark grid for Q2 begins at quite a high level. Many students

who wrote extended accounts gained marks only in the first box because their essays only showed

evidence of a few complex structures. The Q2 mark grids do not access the whole ability range.

Not withstanding previous comments, it was pleasing to read many outstanding scripts which fully

deserve to gain Level 8 or even 9 on the new GCSE scale.
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Question 1 (a) 

This question allowed candidates to draw on language from the world of work and to show a range

of time frames in their responses. To judge by the answers, the future of the NHS and education

are in good shape since the majority of candidates claimed to want to be doctors, nurses or

teachers. Some more interesting responses used language learned about voluntary work and

language learning. Reasons for the job being the ideal choice included a good salary or the ability to

work from home; more adventurous reasons were the possibility of helping others or having the

chance to travel or use languages. Future plans were normally settling down with a family although

others had visions of setting up their own businesses and becoming millionaires.

The third bullet point which invited the use of the past tense caused some difficulties. Some

candidates chose to desribe relevant work experience or their experiences of watching their

parents at work. However, some missed the point of using the past tense and although they

managed to write what they were doing at present in preparation, e.g. learning certain skills or

school subjects, fell short of showing that they could use a past time frame convincingly.

All four bullet points need to be addressed in order to access the full mark range. However, these

need not be addressed in equal measure: a short answer to one can offset a longer, perhaps more

secure answer to another.
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This student has written a fluent account responding to all four

bullet points in detail. Although the response is longer than

necessary it is marked in its entirety. The use of adverbs has helped

the essay to flow and the sentences are varied and interesting.

Vocabulary includes some examples of uncommon language

(Aufstiegsmöglichkeiten, außerdem, Anwaltskanzlei,
überzeugt).The response goes beyond what would be necessary to

access the top mark bands for both categories.

The four bullet points are mentioned and developed more than

adequately. Language is adapted to narrate, inform, interest and

give opinons. The student has written a personal account with a

good variety of vocabulary and expression. The style is consistent

throughout. This was awarded 12 for Communication and Content.

There is an abundance of language structures in this response and a

high level of accuracy. The extended sentences are well linked

together and no errors hinder clarity of communication. Even the

rather peculiar version of Anwältin can be understood. A mark of 8

was awarded for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

In this response the student has used a German idiomatic

expression appropriately. Ohne Fleiß, kein(en) Preis makes

perfect sense in the context.
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Question 1 (b) 

This was by far the more popular of the two crossover questions. However, it was crucial that all

four bullet points were addressed. Some weaker students, attracted by the familiar topic area,

wrote a generic, pre-learnt essay about their hobbies and often omitted what their interests had

been as a child or activities Meike could take part in when she came to visit. Almost all managed to

state why hobbies were important, most commonly that they helped you to keep fit in the case of

sport or that they allowed you to make new friends in the case of being in a club.

Students are advised to read the question carefully to establish the context. In this case, it was not

always clear in the responses that Meike, a girl, was coming to stay although this could be gleaned

from a careful reading of the stimulus. Sometimes, it appeared that Meike had not even been

identified as a human being and instead Antwort seemed to be the intended guest.

Where students took time to think about the quality of their answer before they committed

themselves to paper, there were some very sophisticated answers which showed an excellent

command of German and an ability to use language creatively. Others who went for the scattergun

approach of writing everything they knew about the topic tended to repeat errors or to miss

opportunities to show the best German they could.
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The student has written a full response addressing all four bullet

points and developing ideas as much as possible. Sometimes, there

is an awkward turn of phrase when the grammar has gone awry,

but in general it is comprehensible throughout.

This response was fully relevant, showed an effective adaptation of

language, expressed individual thoughts and ideas and maintained

a consistent style throughout, thus placing it in the top box for

Communication and Content. A mark of 11 was awarded.

There were many linguistic structures in evidence but not all were

successful. Sections of writing such as Ich habe ganz Tag
fernsehen and weil es wichtig ist, haben zu Freizeit fall short of

what would merit placing this in the top box. However, language

was frequently accurate and therefore a mark of 6 was awarded for

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

Students need to take care to use complex structures of which they

are confident. Infinitive clauses are useful but must be used with the

correct German word order. Otherwise the meaning and the fluency

can be compromised.
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Question 2 (a) 

This was a popular topic perhaps because it was very familiar from preparation for the speaking

examination. Since this question allows students to access the higher grades (7, 8 and 9) it is a

mixture of familiar areas and more challenging ones which will stretch the best students to their

linguistic ceiling. Whilst most students were clearly at ease with saying what they had done recently

to help the environment, many were challenged by the need to suggest how the two schools could

work together or to explain why one week was not enough or not for environmental awareness.

However, generally it was clear that students had good knowledge of the language needed to

describe environmental issues.

Some students missed the point of the task and wrote a pre-learnt essay about the topic which was

only credited with marks if it touched on any of the bullet points. In this examination, it is essential

that students answer the question they are asked rather than the one which might be in their

heads. A few students who did not recognise the word Umwelt wrote essays about something

completely different, eg holidays, and were unfortunately not able to gain any marks for their

efforts. Such students may well have been more appropriately entered at foundation level.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy were varied. Examiners noted that some students struggled to

maintain fluency in their responses, often hindered by an inability to differentiate between time

frames or to keep German word order intact when they were trying to express complex ideas.

However, the best students deployed a wide range of verbs and verb forms including modal verbs

in the past and present, reflexive verbs, varied word order including inversion, coordination and

subordination with a wide range of conjunctions. In many answers there was a good use of idiom,

although some candidates are determined to use every catchphrase they have learned which is not

always entirely successful in the context.
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This is a fluent and full response to the task. All four bullet points

are addressed and developed in detail. There is evidence of the

three main time frames and in general the article has an air of

confidence. Good linking words such as neulich and trotzdem help to

make the sentences flow naturally.

Although the essay is in the top box for Communication and

Content, the vocabulary used tends towards the more

commonplace. For this reason it was awarded a mark of 14.

Language is excellent throughout. Not only is there a high degree of

accuracy, but many varied complex structures are used

convincingly. The more unusual ones as the use of was as a

subordinating conjunction, the genitive and a good relative clause.

This response scored the full 12 marks for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy.
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To prepare for writing formal articles, students are advised to build

up a bank of useful sentence stems and linking words which will

give the writing a degree of fluency and will help to establish the

correct tone and register.
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Although the candidate has addressed all four bullet points and

developed each one, there is some confusion from the outset. The

conflicting use of wir and Ihre in the first sentence of the first main

paragraph makes the meaning unclear. This confusion continues in

the second paragraph with the use of Sie rather than ich, although

the candidate manages to get back on track later in the paragraph.

In addition it is unclear where the Umweltwoche has taken place.

The candidate has managed to convey some detailed information

relevant to this task. There is some variation of vocabulary and

expression. More linking words would have helped the article to

flow more naturally. However, the inconsistencies of style mean that

the essay is placed in the 5-8 box for Communication and Content

and a mark of 8 was awarded.

Although some complex structures are in evidence, the overriding

syntax tends towards the basic. When complex structures are

attempted, such as an infinitive clause, accuracy falters. However,

references to past, present and future events are sound. On balance

this essay was awarded a mark of 6 for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy.

Though not necessary, giving a title to an article can create a

positive effect and establish the context in which the essay is

written.
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Question 2 (b) 

When students recognised the word Gegend in the stimulus they were often able to produce solid

answers here, although very few really grasped the focus of the task to write the text for a brochure

for German visitors. Thus the language used was invariably dull rather than persuasive. Most

successful essays described a local area or town in the UK, but some more adventurous students

described Berlin or even Spain.

Most were able to explain what was worth visiting in the area and to describe why language was

not a problem, usually that almost all the residents of a particular area were in fact fluent in

German. The second and third bullet points were more challenging. Explaining why the area was of

historical interest often merely included mention of an old castle, although some more able

candidates were able to describe in reasonably fluent German a historical event. German visitors

were characteristically invited to sample the local sausages or visit the newly-opened German

restaurant. Some might even have been attracted by recent environmental initiatives in the area or

simply by the wonderful landscape.

Language was not always varied enough to access the highest mark bands of the second marking

grid. Too many students repeated one structure, eg Man kann hier ..., or relied on simple sentences

beginning with Es gibt ... . However, the more able showed an ability to vary their syntax and to use

a wide range of interesting words and expressions such as malerisch, eine Reise wert,
kostspielig, empfehlen or auf ihre Kosten kommen.
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This candidate has produced a relatively coherent account of the

local area and develops each of the bullet points satisfactorily. The

response is predominantly fluent although the sentence beginning 

Es wäre über als achthundet Jahre bauen is unclear. In addition some

odd inflections, plurals and word endings make the reader falter.

Nevertheless, quite a lot is communicated and some varied

language structures are used.

This essay exemplifies a creative use of language to express

individual thoughts. The style is predominantly appropriate and the

development of ideas mostly effective. A mark of 12 was awarded

for Communication and Content.

The candidate uses a variety of structures. There are some

impressive uses of language with da, seit and sondern. In addition,

the time frames are clear and there are good linking words. This

essay was awarded 9 for Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy.

Whilst it is not obligatory to write in paragraphs, the paragraph

structure as seen here can help candidates to keep track of what

detail they are including and of the overall word count.
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Although this candidate touches on all four bullet points, the quality

of communication lacks fluency and in the case of a description of

the historical importance of the area is only partially successful.

Nevertheless, some ideas are developed and linked together with

reasonable success. The language tends to be simplistic throughout

and is characterised more by what is missing than what is in

evidence.

There is some detailed information about the facilities and sights in

the area with some attempt to interest the reader. However,

communication is limited by repetitive structures and by a

predominance of simple sentences. This response just managed to

reach the second to bottom box for Communication and Content

and a mark of 6 was awarded.

Coordination of ideas rather than subordination characterises this

script. Verbs are limited and there is an over-reliance on es gibt and 

man kann. However, although language is simple and vocabulary

largely predictable, there is some sense of past, present and future

time frames. A mark of 3 was awarded for Linguistic Knowledge and

Accuracy.
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This is a good example of a candidate whose writing only just meets

the requirements at this level.
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Question 3 

The four sentences of the translation into German are graded from easiest to hardest and cover a

range of grammatical structures. This year, students had to show an ability to produce a range of

tenses, an infinitive clause and several subordinate clauses. The overall performance of students

was good, with many achieving full marks, despite minor errors. The most common problems of

vocabulary were with a confusion of Lehrer and Lehre and with streng and Austausch. A few

students had difficulty with word order in the second sentence when they tried to place the past

participle gefahren at the very end of the sentence rather than at the end of the clause.

A global mark scheme out of 12 is applied to the translation.

The student manages to convey in German all the information

contained in the English paragraph. There are some minor errors of

inflection which do not prevent meaning being conveyed. The

replacement of the subordinate clause using obwohl with a main

clause after aber conveys the gist of the sentence but not the true

meaning.

The meaning of the passage is fully communicated and language is

consistently accurate. A mark of 11 in the top box was awarded for

this response.
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Many students benefit from checking their work using a series of

rules, eg word order, spelling, verb agreement. Sometimes, it is

useful to write out a working version of the answer first before

producing a neat copy. The first version can then be crossed out.
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The candidate manages only some parts of the translation passage

successfully. The idea of quite strict is not wholly accurate, the um/zu

clause is not successful and the final sentence is confused by the

use of Kind rather than Kinder, Schulabschluss rather than Austausch

and gehen rather than schicken. In addition, Wenn ich alter bekommen

does not make sense. Linguistically, some elements of the German

are correct. However, gegangen has the wrong auxiliary verb and 

obwohl and dass are used without being followed by the verb at the

end of the clause, although these errors do not necessarily prevent

meaning being conveyed.

The meaning of the passage is mostly communicated with

occasional words incorrectly communicated. This places the

response in the 7-9 box. However, the mark of 7 at the bottom of

this box is appropriate here because the quality of the German

sometimes almost hinders effective communication.

Candidates are encouraged to attempt all sentences in the

translation passage. Since minor errors do not rule out a high mark,

they may pick up marks by managing to convey some elements of

the passage.

GCSE German 1GN0 4H     27



Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, students are offered the following advice:

Read the requirements of each task carefully. The bullet points are prescriptive.

In each of the two essay questions, ensure that you have shown evidence of past, present and

future. When using the perfect tense, make sure that you have used the correct auxiliary verb

and a past participle. It is not always necessary to use the grammatical future tense with werden:

sometimes a present tense with a future indicator is more appropriate. The future can also be

indicated with more sophisticated constructions such as Ich hoffe, ..., Ich habe vor, ... or Ich
habe beschlossen, ... .

Vary your sentences to suit the task. Avoid starting each sentence in the same way.

There is no substitute for learning vocabulary accurately. Learn more interesting adjectives other

than the predictable langweilig, schlecht or fantastisch.

Aim to produce the best German you can. Think about what you have learned and don't try to

write things which you have never tried before. Avoid English words: they can often spoil an

otherwise good section of writing.

In preparation for Q2, you should learn different ways of using language to convince or

persuade. For example sometimes an imperative can be an extremely effective way of making

the reader sit up and listen.

In Q3, translate each sentence individually, keeping each clause separate. Make sure you have

included all the ideas in English in your German version.

When you have finished writing, check your work carefully. Word order is most important. Check

that the main verb comes second in each sentence and that in a subordinate clause the verb is at

the end. Make sure that verbs agree with the subject.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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