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Introduction
This is the first year of the new 9-1 Pearson GCSE examination series. The German higher reading

paper contains 10 exercises based on a range of German texts. A key difference between this

examination series and the previous GCSE qualification is the inclusion of two comprehension

exercises based on literary texts, a reading comprehension requiring candidates to respond to 5

German questions in German and a short translation exercise from German into English. Q1, Q2,

Q7 and Q8 are crossover questions and also feature on the foundation reading paper. Students

generally coped well with the new features and many had been very well prepared by their

teachers.

Q4 required students to read a modified extract from a German literary text by Erich Kästner and to

choose the correct ending to an English sentence from 4 plausible choices. This question was well

answered by many students, although Question Q4(iv) proved more difficult. Students needed to

work out that Frau Wirth liked Berlin because it was full of life from her description of the city.

Q8: This exercise was based on a text about ambitions and future plans and students needed to

choose the correct multiple choice answer from 4 options. This crossover question was answered

well by many students and the text and questions were accessible.

Q9: This was an accessible question that was answered well by higher students. Q9(a), Q9(b) and

Q9(c) were generally well answered, although Q9(d) and Q9(e) posed more of a challenge and

students really had to understand the text in order to gain the marks.
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Question 1 

Students were required to read a slightly longer and more challenging text on the theme of the

environment and write answers in English to 3 questions. A large number of students correctly

answered Q5(a) and Q5(b), although some did not give sufficient detail for Q5(c). Some students

simply wrote that young people cycle or walk rather than saying that they cycle or walk more
than older people. This question was well answered and provided an accessible start to the

examination.
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In this response the student correctly identified the fact that

the survey said that young people recycle. In Q9(b) they also

correctly worked out that young people could use technology

less. In Q9(c) the student confused the idea of young people

moving intelligently, ie by foot or on bike more often than

older people, with the idea of having knowledge about the

town and the countryside.

Read your response carefully in order to ensure that you have

fully answered the question.
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Question 2 

Students were required to respond to 4 English questions on an extract from a literary text. This

question was well answered by the majority of higher students.
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The student has clearly understood the text and correctly

identifies that the fact that Sina's room is too hot is

preventing her from sleeping in Q2(a). In Q2(b) the student's

response again corresponds to information in the text. In

Q2(c) a certain level of deduction is needed. Sina says that her

mother thinks that languages are useful and students are

required to identify that this is the reason why she likes

exchanges. The student's response does not reflect the

content of the text and is not credited. In Q2(d) the student

correctly identifies the correct answer. Some students

answered Q2(d) by saying that Sina's house is too small. This

is not correct as a large house can have a small number of

bedrooms.
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Question 3 

Q3 was a challenging reading comprehension with 5 questions in English. Whilst many students

understood the passage, they did not give sufficient detail in their answers. For example in

question Q3(b) students needed to say that the organisers were worried because there had been too

much snow. Answers which simply said because it snowed or because there was always too much snow

could not be credited. In 3(d) students needed to say that competitors needed to enter
before/by the end of March in order to gain the 20% reduction. Many students answered that 

competitors needed to enter at the end of March which is incorrect. Because of the wording of

question Q3(e), what made the adults proud?, it was necessary for students to specifically

mention the young people/competitors. Answers such as they supported each other were not

credited, whilst the young people supported each other gained a mark.
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This student has clearly understood this challenging text and

gains 4 marks out of 5. The mark is dropped in Q3(b) because

the answer is not specific enough. If the student had simply

put too much snow they would have gained full marks. The

student does give specific information in the other questions

and they identify the need to specifically refer to young

people in Q3(e) in order to avoid the suggestion that the

adults supported each other.
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Question 5

Q5 required students to work out which of 4 English sentences matched the opinions expressed by

4 young German speakers. Students then answered two English questions. Many students

successfully completed the first section of this question and made the links between the English

sentences and the German texts. Q5(e) was generally well answered and students understood that

he had been bothered by the noise of others in the cinema. Some students jumped to the

conclusion that Oliver was bothered because the others laughed too loudly. Whilst he was seeing a

comedy, it is incorrect to assume that the noise that bothered him was laughter. Answers such as it
was too loud were not credited as they implied that the film was too loud rather than the others in

the cinema. In Q5(f) many students correctly identified that it has become more attractive to watch

a film/3D film at home, although some made the incorrect assumption that it is better to watch a

film at home than in the cinema or that the cinema will lose popularity. A common error was to

translate immer attraktiver as always more attractive rather than more and more attractive.

In this answer to Q5(e) and Q5(f) the student answers both

questions correctly. In Q5(e) they give two options. Spoiled is

correct and, whilst damaged is not the correct word in this

context, it did not negate the previous idea. In Q5(f) the

candidate correctly translates immer attraktiver and gains

the mark.
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Question 6

Q6 required students to choose 3 statements from a total of 7 that corresponded to the content of

a challenging German text on sport. Students are reminded to read the instructions carefully and to

base their answers on the content of the text rather than their general knowledge of sport. The

second section required students to answer 2 questions in English. In Q6(i) students needed to say

that a short walk made the heart stronger. It was not acceptable to say that a walk is good for the

heart or that a walk made the heart strong as this is not the same. In Q6(ii) students needed to

specifically mention team sports in order to gain a mark. Some students mentioned sports groups

or clubs and these answers were not credited. A sports club could be for individual sports and

there is a difference between playing in a team and doing an individual sport with other people. A

number of students mentioned contact sports after reading Kontaktfähigkeit in the text.

In Q6(ii) the student correctly answers that a walk makes your

heart stronger. The first answer is clearly crossed out. Had

both answers been given, the student would not have gained

the mark, as only the first answer would have been marked.

In Q6(iii) the student identifies that a benefit of sport is the

possibility to make new friends but this is not the specific

piece of information that is requested.
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Question 9 

Q9 required students to read a challenging text on volunteer work and to answer 5 German

questions in German. Full sentences were not required and students were allowed to make

targeted lifts from the text in order to answer the question. Students who simply lifted large chunks

from the text, in the hope that the answer would be in there somewhere, were not rewarded.

Incorrect spelling was not penalised if the meaning was clear and unambiguous. Therefore, in

Q9(b), if a candidate wrote Man kann mit den anderen Teilnehmern aussehen, instead of 

ausgehen, the mark was not credited. This question was answered well by more able students,

although many students correctly answered Q9(d). Students are advised to read the question

carefully. In Q9(b) the question asks what one can do to not be alone in free time. As a result any

mention of working with other people cannot be credited. Only a very small number of students

answered this question in English. These responses could not be credited.
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This is an excellent answer. In Q9(a) the student adapts the

phrase from the text in order to answer the question. Whilst

such sentences are excellent, it is important to remember

that full sentences are not necessary. Erfahrung in
verschiedenen Berufen bekommen would also be

acceptable. In Q9(c) all that is needed is the word 

Fachkenntnisse. In Q9(e) the student correctly identifies that

young people probably make a positive impression on older

people and then goes on to illustrate this. Again the student

has done more than they needed to do in order to gain the

marks.
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Question 10 

The translation into English was a challenging exercise, although the first sentence was an

accessible introduction. Many students did not know Meeresfrüchte (seafood), but a number used

logic to work out the definition by realising that Meer was sea and Früchte fruit. Students are

reminded to attempt as much of the passage as possible, even if they do not know a key word.

They will be more heavily penalised for leaving out a phrase or sentence than for using an incorrect

word or simply omitting a word. Students generally translated the tenses correctly, although the

imperfect form of müssen posed some problems. A number of otherwise perfect translations were

penalised for an incorrect translation of the number 16. In most cases this was an oversight and

students are advised to leave time in order to check their work.
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This student has clearly understood the text as a whole, but

has struggled to translate the words seafood, main course

and recommend. The tenses have been correctly translated

and the key ideas of being brought the wrong food, having to

speak to the waiter because of not being able to eat eggs and

feeling positive about the restaurant, despite the

misunderstanding, have all been communicated. With the

passage being mostly communicated and the fact that the

errors are not frequent, the 4-6 level is the clear choice and

the middle mark of 5 was awarded.

Students should not panic if they do not know a word such as 

Meeresfrüchte. They could try to work out the meaning by

identifying individual parts of the word or translating the rest

of the sentence as this student has done.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this examination, students are offered the following advice:

Time management is an important key to success in this paper and there is a lot for students to

complete in 60 minutes. The final two questions are worth 12 marks and cannot be rushed.

Students should write clearly in black pen. If they have written two answers for one question,

such as the translation, one should be crossed out in order to indicate which answer is to be

marked. Answers that are crossed out will be marked if no alternative is offered.

Students should answer the questions concisely. If they give several answers for a question, the

first answer will be marked and it may be that they lose a possible mark if a subsequent element

of a particular answer negates the first part. In Q3 (a) a number of students correctly wrote 'two

weeks ago' as an answer, but then added on '13th May' which was incorrect and negated the first

idea which was correct.

A very small number of students answered some questions in the wrong language. No credit can

be given in these cases.

Careful attention should be given when answering questions in English. In some cases, one

simple error or omission can result in a mark being lost. For example in Q3(d) enter by the end of

March is correct, but enter at the end of March is incorrect. Students should read their answers

and check that they have answered the question.

In Q9, students are not required to use full sentences.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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