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Student 1 Task 1 
 
A Blog about my holidays 
 
General Comments 
 
This is a well written account in which the candidate has been guided by but has not 
adhered slavishly to the bullet points and in which the personal perspective is clear.  That a 
Task Planning Form has not been used does not disadvantage the candidate in any way.  
There is focus on the task throughout, a logical progression from point to point and a good 
linking of ideas, especially within paragraphs, both of which mean that the scenarios for the 
use of various tenses never seem contrived.  It is a long piece of 500 + words but, unlike 
many of similar length, the candidate does not run out of fresh ideas towards the end.  
 
Content 
 
The piece meets all the criteria for a Content mark in the Very Good band in that everything 
is relevant, the response is clear and detailed virtually throughout and the many ideas and 
opinions are extensively explained and justified.  As such a mark of 13 would be too low and 
would not do the work justice.  What, therefore, has to be considered is whether the mark 
should be 14 or15.  Well developed and detailed sentences such as 
 
Ich liebe Srasbourg, weil es toll für einkaufen ist, deshalb kaufe ich viele Kleidungen und das 
kostet viel Geld. 
and 
 
Ich werde ans Meer fahren, um schwimmen zu gehen, weil das Wasser sehr Blau ist. 
 
while containing very minor errors certainly steer the mark towards 15 as do well linked 
ideas as demonstrated, for example, by 
 
Ich bin für fünf  Wochen geblieben, aber normalerweise sind wir für drei Wochen dort, also 
war es ein bisschen langweilig. 
 
There are, however, areas where meaning breaks down completely as in aber wir gah selten 
gestoppt. or partially as in ….also wir gehen dorthin jedes Jahr werde. and …aber meine 
Schwester hat nicht Spass gemacht.  
 
Those less deft passages, coupled with the repetition of material about having been to a 
restaurant, albeit with different developments in each case, carry the mark down to 14. 
 
Range of Language 
 
A wide range of vocabulary which is wholly appropriate to the Task – even the reference to 
clothes shopping is made relevant to the holiday experience – a variety of both coordinating 
and subordinating conjunctions, a range of more complex structures, different tenses and 
verb forms such as the conditional and subjunctive and some well worked extended 
sentences containing more than one dependent clause, combine well to produce a fluent 
and coherent whole and a mark in the 9-10 band is justified.  The candidate does, however, 
tend to reply on weil clauses, especially towards the end, to introduce reasons for and 
justifications of opinions and for that reason a mark of 9 rather than 10 is fairer.   
 
 
 

10



 
Accuracy 
 
A mark of 5 does not of necessity mean that the piece is totally correct and error-free. There 
are hardly any errors in this piece and, where they do occur, they arise from the use of more 
complex language. Both word order after coordinating and subordinating conjunctions and 
the inversion of subject and verb are secure as are tenses and verb forms.  The scribbled 
out gegangen can be regarded as a momentary aberration and there is no reason 
whatsoever to consider a mark other than 5 for Accuracy. 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 14 

Range of Language 9 

Accuracy 5 

Total 28 
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Student 1 - Task 2 
 
Describing my School 
 
General Comments 
 
The candidate has sought successfully to cover all aspects of school life as it affects them and 
has linked the comparison of the English and German school systems well to the description of 
the exchange visit so that it fits neatly into the whole piece.  As with Task 1, the candidate has 
used the bullet points purely as guidance in order to present a personal view of the topic. Good 
use has been made of the Task Planning Form in that nothing is repeated and the words are 
listed in the order of their use.  At no stage is the focus on the Task lost despite the length of the 
piece and information and ideas are well linked throughout.  Although the piece is not entirely 
error-free it does exemplify work which is worthy of full marks. 
 
Content 
 
Everything which is conveyed is fully relevant to the Task and there is a great wealth of detail in 
both the information given and the explanation of and justification for ideas and opinions. Beyond 
that, ideas are well linked and the whole piece flows seamlessly from one point to the next. There 
can be no doubt that the Content mark should be well into the Very Good band.  Given the length 
of the piece it is inevitable that there will be some errors but only very rarely is clarity of 
expression compromised e.g. Ohne Zweifel finde ich beschåftigt die Bibliothek super….but those 
minor lapses are more than compensated for by such sentences as Persönlich meine ich, dass 
das Schulsystem in England besser als Deutschland ist, da die Lehrer sich mehr für die 
Studenten interessieren.  It would be extremely easy to identify the slight flaws in the piece but, 
by the same token, it would be churlish, given the abundance of well-presented and lucidly 
detailed information conveyed, to award a mark of anything but 15 for Content given that one of 
the criteria for a mark in this range is that almost all information should be conveyed clearly. 
 
Range of Language 
 
The candidate has been at pains to ensure the use of a really wide range of vocabulary which is 
fully relevant to the Task and has coupled that with a variety of conjunctions, complex structures, 
tenses and verb forms, all of which have coalesced into a fluent and coherent whole.  Deft little 
touches such as Ich würde Prüfungen verbieten – kein Stress mehr!, the successful use of more 
than one dependent clause in the same sentence e.g. Ich weiss, dass ich gute Noten bekommen 
kann, da die Lehrer leidenschaftlich über ihre Arbeit sind. and the equally successful use of 
wann, wohin, was and warum as subordinating conjunctions are sufficient per se to ensure a 
mark in the top band for Range of Language. When other aspects such as the use of relative 
clauses and the passive voice are taken into consideration there is every justification for a mark 
of 10. 
 
Accuracy 
 
As has been mentioned above the piece is not entirely error-free but practically all the mistakes 
which occur arise from the use of more complex language and at no stage do they and the 
occasional omission impact negatively on the clear conveying of information.  Verb forms, tenses 
and word order are all secure and the piece is certainly largely accurate.  As such all the criteria 
for a mark of 5 are met. 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 15 

Range of Language 10 

Accuracy  5 

Total 30 
 
Total for both tasks: 58 marks 
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Student 2 Task 1 
 
A Blog about holidays 
 
General Comments 
 
All the bullet points are relevant to the title and enable the candidate to focus fully on the 
Task.  Each point has been addressed in turn but the response is an individual one in which 
the personal perspective is clear.  Despite the 500 + word length there is no repetition of 
material, most of which conveys information in a clear manner.  The lack of a Task Planning 
Form does not disadvantage the candidate to any great extent given the plethora of 
information presented but use thereof may have helped to eliminate the occasional spelling 
mistakes which appear.  Taking the piece as a whole it certainly has far more strengths than 
comparative weaknesses. 
 
Contents 
 
Although the opening paragraph is rather shaky and not particularly well organised the piece 
clearly improves as it goes on and from an organisational point of view it can be placed in 
the Very Good band because information and ideas are generally presented in a logical 
manner within paragraphs.  Beyond that a case can be made for a mark either at the top end 
of the Good band or at the bottom end of the Very Good band. Failed communication 
through the use of a subordinate clause on its own as a sentence Obwohl ich meinen 
Badeanzug zu Hause vergessen habe. or opaque passages such as Sie hat nicht so gut 
schwimmen. and Nachher haben wir uns entschieden ein traditionelles französisches 
ausgesucht, wo es viel Auswahl gab. Jedoch hat mein Vater gefunden – er bien zahlen 
ohnmächtig. certainly support the case for the former.  Those are, however, isolated 
examples from an extended piece of writing in which almost all the information is conveyed 
clearly and with detailed development where appropriate and in which ideas and opinions 
are explained in some detail in several places especially in the final paragraph.  It is a 
borderline decision but there is just enough overall quality and evidence to support a mark of 
13. 
 
Range of Language 
 
The candidate has used a good range of both vocabulary and more complex structures 
which allow for some precision of communication. Because of that a mark in one of the top 
two bands has to be considered.  There is good use of comparatives and of the superlative, 
of zu + infinitive, of the conditional and subjunctive – although the sequence of tenses is not 
always observed in their use - and of wo as a subordinating conjunction, all of which 
combine to produce some very pleasing more complex sentences.  Accurate, albeit 
repeated, use of the same genitive is also to be commended and deserves credit.  
Nonetheless there is some reliance in places on weil and obwohl clauses, quite a few 
shorter sentences and some less deft handling of some of the attempts at more extended 
language. There is also not the confident manipulation of language needed for a mark in the 
9-10 band.  A mark of 8 takes all the above factors into consideration. 
 
Accuracy 
 
The factors which need to be considered when awarding the Accuracy mark for this piece 
are its length and the complexity of language used.  It is rare that a passage of this length is 
error-free and this is no exception.  The more simple language is extremely secure and 
errors do tend to arise from the use of more complex language.  Verbs and tenses are in 
most cases accurate as is word order.  Because of the examples cited above in Content 
there is a case for 4 for Accuracy but, on the whole, the piece is largely accurate and a mark 
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of 5 can be justified by that overarching criterion.  As with the Content mark it is a borderline 
decision. 
 
Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 13 

Range of Language   8 

Accuracy   5 

Total 26 
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Student 2 Task 2 
 
Describing my School 
 
General Comments 
 
This is a lengthy piece of 500+ words but one in which there is no repetition of ideas or 
material and in which the candidate has given full expression to their personal standpoint, 
using the bullet points – which, by their nature, invite the expression of opinions – as 
guidance and not as a straitjacket which restricts their approach to the topic.  Material is 
presented in a clear and logical manner and is generally well linked, especially within 
paragraphs. The political comment, which could have been considered irrelevant if less 
deftly handled, is not out of place given its context.  Not having used a Task Planning Form 
has certainly not disadvantaged the candidate in any way. 
 
Content 
 
Given the broad sweep of information and the generally detailed development thereof the 
Content mark has to be in the Very Good band and 13 does not enter the equation. Clear 
information leaps out from virtually every sentence and there is good detail for the most part, 
e.g. Ich bin überzeugt, dass das Schulwesen in Deutschland viel beser als bei uns ist. Zum 
Beispiel in den Freistunden muss man nicht in die Schule bleiben.  There is some good 
detailed explanation of opinions, e.g. In Wahrheit hasse ich Mathe, denn meine Lehrer ist 
nicht nur nützlos sondern auch spricht er zu viel. but there are also places where the 
explanation is quite simplistic, e.g. Das ist ärgerlich, denn ich studiere Geschichte nicht. or 
where a good opportunity for explanation has been missed, e.g. Es wäre toll, wenn ich 
später im Ausland arbeiten könnte. That, coupled with some areas where the meaning 
becomes unclear, e.g. Es wäre besser, wenn das Wettter nicht so sclect besucht wäre.  Wir 
haben viele Friedhöfe um unsere Ehre zu beweisen.  and Ich denke, dass ich es gelingen 
werde, Deutsch studieren….sways the mark to 14 rather than 15.  That rewards the fact that 
almost all the information is clearly conveyed while allowing for the areas of slight weakness 
identified above. 
 
Range of Language 
 
The candidate has used a wide variety of vocabulary which is wholly appropriate to the Task 
and has coupled this with a very good range of more complex structures which are generally 
confidently handled.  A good range of tenses, the use of the passive voice with a modal verb 
– Ausserdem müssen die Gebäude renoviert werden – and both warum and wo as 
subordinating conjunctions also add to the weight of evidence for a mark in the 9 – 10 band.  
What just tips the balance towards 9 are the slight over-reliance on both weil and dass, 
some shorter sentences which could have been successfully combined and, as shown 
above as examples in Content, some clumsy handling of albeit complex language in places. 
It is, however, very much a borderline decision given the broad sweep of language. 
 
Accuracy 
 
Omissions, word order errors, spelling mistakes and errors in verb forms are very few and 
far between.  Where they do occur they arise from the use of more complex language.  The 
piece easily meets all the criteria for 5 in that it is largely accurate, there are hardly any 
major errors and verbs and tenses are secure.   
 
Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 14 

Range of Language   9 

Accuracy   5 

Total 28 

Total for both tasks: 54 marks 32
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Student 3 Task 1 
 
Die Schule 
 
General Comments 
 
The candidate has chosen not to address all the bullet points, which encourage the 
expression of opinions, and has successfully combined the third and fourth ones.  There is a 
good structure and a logical progression and flow to the work, something which is helped by 
the ordering of the wholly appropriate vocabulary on the Task Planning Form.  The title is 
sufficiently broad enough to ensure that all the information presented is fully relevant to the 
Task.  
 
Content 
 
The candidate has approached the Task positively and has managed to convey a lot of clear 
information, seeking to develop it in a general manner where appropriate with the result that 
we see things from their point of view rather than being presented merely with a description 
of the school.  As such it deserves to be placed in the Good ( 10 – 12 band ) but no higher.  
There are several opinions which are simply but well explained and the accumulative effect 
of these, coupled with the information conveyed, justifies a mark of 11 rather than 10.  12 
would have been considered but only on rare occasions are there extended explanations of 
opinions e.g. Ich liebe die Schule, weil sie sehr gross ist und wir haben eine grosse 
Turnhalle. It is, however, quite often the case that opportunities to expand upon material are 
missed, e.g. Ich würde lieber ein rosa T-Shirt, schwarze leggings und einen blauen Pulli 
tragen.   
 
Range of Language 
 
Vocabulary is fully appropriate to the Task and there is a good range of successfully used 
tenses.  There are, however, several shorter sentences and a definite over-reliance on weil 
clauses.  The mark is on the 6-7 borderline but there are some factors which just carry it to 
the latter.  There is a successful, albeit simple relative clause – Sie ist eine Gesamtschule, 
die in ….. liegt. In addition seit + the present tense appears as does the subjunctive and 
modal verbs are used accurately.  All those create a degree of precision of communication 
which deserves to be recognised. 
 
Accuracy 
 
Despite the occasional error verbs and tenses are secure, as is word order, and mistakes, 
on the few occasions that they occur, stem from the use of more complex language.  ….und 
muss mann eine Uniform tragen certainly jars but the piece meets the overarching criterion 
of being largely accurate with hardly any major errors and a few minor ones.  As is the case 
with the Range of Language mark this is a borderline decision. 
 
Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 11 

Range of Language  7 

Accuracy  5 

Total 23 
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Student 3 Task 2 
 
Die Gesundheit 
 
General Comments 
 
The general nature of the title gives scope for a broad view of the subject while the bullet 
points all keep the focus of attention on the topic.  The candidate has used those for 
guidance and has successfully combined the third and last ones in the same paragraph 
rather than look at each one in the order in which they are presented.  The vocabulary on the 
Task Planning Form, all of which is fully appropriate to the topic, has been arranged in the 
order in which it is used and this helps the piece to flow. 
 
Content 
 
All the information conveyed is well ordered and fully relevant to the Task and is, for the 
most part, clear.  Those factors coupled with some extended justification of opinions, e.g. Ich 
liebe Tanzen, denn es macht viel Spass und ich mag mich fit halten. could conceivably point 
to a mark in the Very Good band but on too many occasions the candidate, while conveying 
clear information, has either kept the justification of opinions simple, e.g. Mein 
Lieblingsessen ist Pizza und Pomme frites, weil es sehr lecker ist. or has eschewed 
opportunities for more detailed development, e.g. Gestern sind wir ins Schwimmbad 
gegangen, es war sehr unterhaltsam. When less clear passages such as In der Zukunft 
werde ich eine Diät machen, weil ich mir reicht’s zu viele Kilos auf denn Rippen zu haben. 
are also taken into consideration the Content mark has to be in the Good rather than Very 
Good band.  Although a mark of 11 could be considered 12 is, on balance, fairer given the 
amount of clear material conveyed and the ordered manner in which it is presented. 
 
Range of Language 
 
As mentioned in the general comments the vocabulary, which is varied, is wholly appropriate 
to the Task and there is, despite some over-reliance on weil and dass, a fairly good range of 
more complex structures which are used effectively enough and with some confidence to 
allow the candidate to communicate with a degree of precision throughout the piece.  There 
is, however, certainly not the wide range of vocabulary and structures needed for a mark in 
the 9-10 band.  Modal verbs and different tenses are successfully used, as is zu + infinitive, 
and those, despite some misuse of words, e.g. bekommen rather than werden, add to the 
weight of evidence for a mark of 8 rather than 7. The general precision of communication 
throughout the piece is the deciding factor for the former mark. 
 
Accuracy 
 
Verb forms, despite the omission of getrunken in the final paragraph, and tenses are secure 
throughout as is word order both where inversion is needed and in subordinate clauses.  
There are very few errors, even in more complex language where it is used and the piece 
easily meets all the criteria for 5 for Accuracy.  A lower mark does not really come into 
consideration.  
 
Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 12 

Range of Language   8 

Accuracy  5 

Total 25 
 
Total for both tasks: 48 
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