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Student 1 Task 1 
Free time and money 
Task Planning Form: just 6 words entered. 

Content 

This is a generally sound and relevant response, meeting the criteria for the Good band. The 
majority of information is conveyed clearly enough, but there are rather too many deficiencies in 
clarity of communication to justify a mark in the Very Good band. For example: Ich lieber Gruselfilm 
zu Drama………….; Am abends lieber ich musik höre. (And other examples like this.) Ich gern 
musik.... ..;  Deswegen werden wir mit hause fahren; aber leider es der letzte Film. (Verb omitted) 

 
The quality of organisation and structure also militates against a mark in the top band: the 
development of ideas is not too well connected. 
 
On the positive side, a lot of information is conveyed clearly and points of view/ ideas are explained 
several times - for example: Ich finde es unfair, weil er mich nervt; Ich denke dass mein 
Taschengeld mir reicht, obwohl ich gern mehr bekommen würde, weil mein handy credit ziemlich 
teuer ist. The latter very nice example, together with one or two other good developments, helps to 
explain why this response hits the middle of the Good band. 
 
Range of Language 
There is a convincingly good variety of structure. Five different tenses are in evidence and are well 
used.  More complex sentences are attempted, using a variety of structures such as weil, dass, 
wenn, da, obwohl, zu + infinitive. They are mostly but not always successful. Obwohl causes 
problems, for example: obwohl habe ich keinen Nebenjob turns what should be a subordinate 
clause into a question. Expressing liking and preference is a real problem area in the second 
paragraph.  

 
The variety of vocabulary is sound but not exceptional. One or two items stand out, for example:  
Ich war wirklich enttäuscht, es war tote hose. Am Sontag habe ich die absicht musik zu hören.  
Despite inconsistencies, there is still a good range of appropriate vocabulary and structure. 
 
Accuracy 
The piece is generally rather than largely accurate. The first paragraph is characterised by mostly 
accurate German although there are a few errors. The second paragraph is spoiled with repeated 
errors with ich lieber and both the second and third paragraphs have repeated errors with word 
order in main clauses and that (together with ich gern /ich.. verschwendet/ mit hause) prevents 
consideration of a mark of 5. 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 11 

Range of language 8 

Accuracy 4 

Total 23 
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Student 1 Task 2 
My environment – home and local area 
Task Planning Form: 15 words. Fine. 

Content 

The task title combined with the prompts has a rather uncertain focus but the student responds 
well with a discussion of personal issues in relation to environmental challenges and makes a good 
link to “home:” Für mich mein Haus ist mein Umwelt, dort lebe ich. A lot of information is conveyed 
clearly, especially in the first paragraph. Although the syntax is sometimes not quite perfect, ideas 
and points of view are regularly expressed and explained, for example: Ich denke dass ich relativ 
umweltfreundlich bin da ich den Müll trenne…; ich könnte kaufe mehr ökologische Produkte weil 
sie  weniger Chemikalien beinhalten.  

 
The second paragraph is less convincing than the first in terms of clarity. The introduction of Kettel 
(intended meaning ‘boiler ??’) seriously confuses two longer sentences, although there are some 
good features, for example: ein großzügiges aber gemütliches Wohnzimmer. Clarity of 
communication is generally weaker in the last paragraph. The first sentence, for example, seems 
rather confused. Nevertheless, on the whole, there is a lot of well developed material in this piece 
such that it is ‘knocking on the door’ of the Very Good band, hence a mark of 12. 
 
Range of Language 
There is not a wide variety of tenses here. The present tense obviously is there beside möchte and 
könnte but an attempt at a perfect tense fails (mein eltern ein neue kettel gekauft). Furthermore, 
the future tense seems to be attempted as a conditional especially in the last paragraph. Two 
tenses are a basic requirement for a mark of 9 or 10 but there is insufficient evidence of successful 
structure generally to consider a mark higher than 8. 
 
There are some nice touches with the use of ziehe….vor, Außerdem, anstatt, insgesamt, Darüber 
hinaus and these lend a degree of sophistication to the piece. Weil, dass, da, obwohl clauses are 
used but not always with correct word order. In general, there is a sound variety of vocabulary and 
structure but some structures are not used with confidence and precision. 
 
Accuracy 
Whilst the first half of this piece is largely accurate with occasional errors of omission and word 
order, that cannot be said for the second half of the piece. Kettel is a problem, interfering with the 
desired message. There are also more than the occasional problems here, such as Ich werde 
sagen ich mein Haus mag jedoch ein großes Garten werden nett sein./Auch meinenEltern hat der 
Dachboden insulir(?). There are some omissions and word order errors. Verbs/tenses can be said 
to be usually but not always correct. However, there is an overall level of accuracy which justifies a 
mark of 4 but not 5. 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 12 

Range of language 8 

Accuracy 4 

Total 24 

 
Total for both tasks: 47 marks  
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Student 2 Task 1 
School 
Task Planning Form: not submitted 

Content 

An absolute minimum of information is conveyed. Zero marks were very seriously considered and 
could perhaps be defended but one mark was allowed because 2 messages are just about 
communicated. NB: the name of the school was written but obviously has been deleted here. 
 
Range of Language 

A mark of 1 for Content automatically triggers a mark of 1 for Range of Language. 
 

Accuracy 

A mark of 1 for Content automatically triggers a mark of 1 for Accuracy. 
 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 1 

Range of language 1 

Accuracy 1 

Total 3 
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Student 2 Task 2 
Holidays 
Task Planning Form: not submitted 

Content 

This can only be described as a very limited response, although more effort to write German is 
evident compared with the first piece. Little information is conveyed effectively. Most messages are 
confused and require a significant effort to comprehend. 
 
Range of Language 

Vocabulary is largely inappropriate and there is little understanding of language structure but 
occasional sections can be understood. 
 
Accuracy 

Errors almost always interfere with communication. 
 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 2 

Range of language 2 

Accuracy 1 

Total 5 

 
Total for both tasks: 8 marks 
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Student 3 Task 1 
My environment – home and local area 
Task Planning Form: 37 words used. No problems. 

Content 

This is a fully relevant, detailed, lengthy and sophisticated response. All information is conveyed 
clearly and developed with ideas, opinions, points of view regularly explained or justified. There are 
many excellent examples of this sophistication throughout the piece: Ich würde lieber ein wärmeres 
Zimmer haben weil es dann der beste Platz der Welt wäre./ Ich halte es für wichtig dass es einem 
Sraßenbahn gibt weil es umweltfreundlich ist (development of opinions with reasons.) Wenn ich 
ehrlich bin, gebe ich zu,dass ich nicht viel für die Umwelt tue, aber um Energie zu sparen, schalte 
ich die Lichter aus./ In der Zukunft habe ich die Absicht in eine Stadt zu wohnen weil es dort mehr 
Läden gibt als wo ich zu zeit wohne. (Points of view developed and elaborated upon). There are 
numerous examples of well-developed Content. 
 
Range of Language 

There is clearly evidence of different tenses used successfully; therefore a mark in the top band 
can be considered. In fact, there is an exceptionally wide range of vocabulary and structure and 
complex sentences are used with confidence throughout the piece. Subordinate clauses are 
introduced successfully with weil, dass,wenn, da, als, obwohl, damit. Infinitive constructions are 
developed with modal verbs, um…zu and other constructions such as statt….zu. Subjunctive forms 
are used regularly with wäre, hätte, gäbe. Comparative and superlative structures are used to 
great effect. Relative clauses are in evidence including correctly with in dem. Word order in main 
and subordinate clauses is almost always managed convincingly well. Often these features are 
used effectively in combination, for example: Auch spare ich Wasser, wenn ich eine Dusche 
nehme, statt zu baden, obwohl es lästig ist, weil mann manchmal bei unserem Dusche auf die 
heiße Wasser warten muss. This is an exceptional performance. 
 
Accuracy 

Although there are occasional minor errors (and some can be identified in the examples quoted 
above) there is, nevertheless, an overwhelming impression of highly accurate German.  Some 
aspects are striking – correct cases and adjective endings: meterdicke Wände/mit vielen 
Holzmöbeln, for example and tricky items such as ich habe darauf geachtet…. Of course, the 
plethora of accurate German has to be rewarded with maximum marks here. 
 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 15 

Range of language 10 

Accuracy 5 

Total 30 
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Student 3 Task 2 
Free time and money 
Task Planning Form: 36 words used. No problems. 

Content 

The quality of the previous piece should not be viewed as a benchmark for maximum marks. 
Whereas this piece does not have the abundance of detail evident in the first piece, it nevertheless 
still meets the criteria for full marks for Content.  
This is a fully relevant response to the title. The last two paragraphs address the question of free 
time specifically but free time issues are also explored integrally with the discussion of money in 
the first place. 
There is a very good accumulation of detail which is conveyed clearly and is regularly developed, 
for example: Normalerweise gehe ich am Wochenende nach Banbury Einkaufen, angenommen 
dass ich nicht zu viel Hausaufgaben zu machen habe. / Meiner meinung nach ist es prima Geld zu 
haben, aber ich hasse es wenn ich nicht genug Geld habe, wenn ich etwas schönes kaufen will. 
Opinions/points of view are explained at leaast twice: Ich denke dass es fantastisch ist da ich mich 
sehr für Mode interessiere. / In meiner Freizeit lese ich gern weil ich es entspannend finde und ich 
meine Phantasie benutzen kann..... 
The structure of the piece is well organised with a sound ordering of ideas. 
 
Range of Language 

Again there is clear evidence of different tenses used successfully; therefore a mark in the top 
band can be considered. 
The piece reads very fluently with a wide variety of vocabulary and structure used successfully and 
confidently throughout. Word order in main clauses and subordinate clauses successfully creates a 
dynamic fluency. The latter are introduced by weil, dass, wenn, da, obwohl, was and wo. Inversion 
of subject and verb are to be noted after deshalb, deswegen, jedoch, außerdem. There are a lot of 
well developed infinitive constructions such as weil ich es liebe  mit ihr zu laufen./ ich habe vor 
einmal kunstlehrerin zu werden as well as the use of um…zu and modal verbs. There are some 
nice structural developments such as wenn man sich genug erspart hat, kann man etwas schönes 
dafür kaufen / … angenommen dass ich nicht zu viel Hausaufgaben zu machen habe. 
This is another accomplished piece of work in terms of range of language and structure. 
 
Accuracy 

Verb and tense form are consistently secure. There are no major errors and just a few minor 
errors. Minor spelling errors, occasional mistakes in gender or case or word order do not interfere 
with communication at all. This is a highly accurate piece of work which fully deserves maximum 
marks. 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 15 

Range of language 10 

Accuracy 5 

Total 30 

 
Total for both tasks: 60 marks 
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Student 4 Task 1 
My environment – home and local area 
Task Planning Form: submitted but no words entered. 

Content 

It can just about be argued that a lot of information is conveyed clearly and generally developed, 
despite occasional omissions and confusion. There is some repetition of ideas surrounding the 
notion of “umweltfreundlich” and part of the penultimate paragraph is problematic: Verkehrsmittel 
ist umweltfreundlich weil es gibt nicht weniger Autoabgase. Several attempts are made to explain 
opinions. Two are clearly successful: Meine Haus ist umweltfreundlich weil wir Recyclingcontainer 
haben and wir nutzen Energiesparlampen. / Meine ideal Stadt wäre an der Küste weil ich gern 
schwimme und sonnenbade. 
 
Range of Language 

There are some rather unsuccessful attempts at more complex sentences, for example : Wir haben 
auch die Licter ausschalten wenn wir ein Zimmer und lassen Sie es nicht genutzen werde./ Auch 
die stadt wäre biocontainer..... . There are also occasional omissions, for example: weil es nicht 
sehr umweltfreundlich .(??) However, there are, by contrast, more than a few successful attempts, 
sentences /clauses , for example: …. Ich könnte die licter aus schalten wenn ich ein zimmer 
verlasse. Ich wäre umweltfreundlicher wenn es billiger und einfacher wäre. / Die stadt hätte auch 
recyclingcontainer um es umwelt freundlicher zu machen. Successful use of weil, wenn,denn, 
um...zu, as well as hätte, wäre, könnte, sollte and several different tenses ensure that this piece 
secures 7 rather than 6 marks for Range of Language. Failures and omissions prevent a mark of 8. 
 
Accuracy 

The piece is certainly more accurate than inaccurate. A mark of 4 was considered but the 
conclusion was that there are ultimately too many errors of syntax (such as those mentioned 
above) to meet the criterion of ‘generally accurate’. Consider also, for example: In meiner Gegend 
Umgebung, es gibt restmüll container aber es gibt nicht recyclingcontainer. Wir müssen 
recyclingcontainer weil es umweltfreundlich ist. Errors lead to some delay in conveying in the 
message. 
 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 10 

Range of language 7 

Accuracy 3 

Total 20 

 
  

41



42



43



44



45



46



Student 4 Task 2 
My school 
Task Planning Form: 28 words on the plan and no problem here. 

Content 

Again with this student, it can just be about be argued that a lot (rather than quite a lot) of 
information is conveyed clearly and sufficiently to secure a mark of 10 rather than 9. The latter 
mark was considered. Points of interest, points of view are developed consistently and concisely 
throughout the piece as in the second paragraph where we get a clear picture of the student’s 
attitude towards different subjects. Only occasional errors interfere with the above, for example in 
die schüler. Finding at least two examples of opinions/points of view explained requires some effort 
or sympathetic reading. Remember – this is a requirement for marks of 10 or more. The last 
sentence is clear enough: Ich würde versammlungen verbieten denn es ist sehr langweilig. The 
last sentence of the second paragraph looks safe enough but the verb omission in the second 
clause makes the opinion somewhat questionable: Ich finde auch, dass Geschichte eine 
Herausforderung, da es ziemlich schwierig ist. The penultimate sentence of the piece is more 
convincing but less obvious: Die schuler hätten in jedem klasszimmer computer, um ihre Aufgaben 
zu schreiben. The conditional makes this a point of view and the um…zu clause is the explanation. 
It should be noted that examiners will search hard to find explanations! Nevertheless, there is 
scope for more ambition in this piece to develop explanations for opinions, ideas, points of view 
and that is decisive in confining the Content mark to 10. 
 
Range of Language 

There is a sound variety of structure and evidence of more complex sentences which go beyond 
the basic und and weil. Dass, wenn, da and was are used to create subordinate clauses and good 
infinitive constructions are in evidence, for example: Ich weiß noch nicht genau, was ich machen 
möchte aber ich habe vor viel Geld zu verdienen. / Es ist ausdrücklich verboten Taschenmesser 
und Schraubenzieher mit zur Schule zu bringen. The latter example is a good example of variety of 
vocabulary and structure; however, the overall impression from the piece is that it is not especially 
ambitious in this respect. 
 
Accuracy 

Although there are occasional omissions and minor errors, the piece is certainly generally 
accurate. Verb and tense forms are usually correct. 
 
 

Marks awarded for this task: 

Content 10 

Range of language 7 

Accuracy 4 

Total 21 

 
Total for both tasks: 41 marks 
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