
GCSE German

Other Guidance
Exemplar Student Marked Work:

Controlled Assessment Writing Autumn 2011

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

The Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA) is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 
3644723) and a registered charity (registered charity number 1073334). Registered address: AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6E



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

TASK PLANNING FORMS (TPF) 

Please note that the version of the TPF used in these materials 
was the correct one at the time that the pieces of work were 
produced and submitted for assessment, ie June 2011. 

Students starting the course in September 2011 must use the 
new version of the TPF (version 1.1) which is available to 
download from the AQA website. 

Some of the TPFs used in these materials may be mocked-up, 
to illustrate points of principle, and may not be the original forms 
produced by students. 
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Student 1 Commentary

Task 1 - Raising Money for Charity

Plan

This is a logically sequenced aide-memoir mainly in English but including some occasional tricky 
German items of vocabulary. It may have been the best approach for this student. 

Content – 9 

This is a sound response to an interesting and challenging title and the student deserves credit for 
communicating quite a lot of information clearly. There is some attempt to explain ideas/points of 
view - Es ist ein Problem, weil…… - and some development – Es ist eine Freude jemandem 
helfen! - but the evidence overall is somewhat patchy. Unfortunately, communication breaks down 
in a number of clauses where inappropriate vocabulary or structure is used. For these reasons, a 
mark at the top of the ‘Sufficient’ band is considered appropriate.

Range of Language – 6 

Although there is a good variety of vocabulary, there is limited variety in structure. There are many 
simple sentences. Longer sentences rely on und, so, also and weil and they are the exception. A
case cannot be made for a mark in the higher band. The good variety of vocabulary (actually not 
always successful) rather compensates for the limited variety of structure, leading to a mark of 6 
rather than 5.

Accuracy - 3 

Verb forms and structures are often inaccurate but the intended meaning is usually clear.

Total mark - 18/30
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Student 1 Commentary

Task 2: Finding a Home Abroad

The Plan

The student uses a combination of pictures and mainly English vocabulary to remind himself of the 
planned content. It should be noted that pictures will not be allowed in future years.

Content - 9 

In relation to the title, the content appears somewhat haphazard and disorganised. In fact, the 
student is following the bullet points one by one and they lead to a blurred response to the title and 
one which is not more than generally relevant. Ideas and points of view are presented with some 
evidence of development.  Quite a lot rather than a lot of information is conveyed clearly.

Range of Language - 6 

There are many simple sentences. More complex sentences are attempted, often incorrectly with 
wann, but reading sympathetically, they can be understood. Weil clauses are rather more 
successful. The variety of vocabulary is really quite good. Comparatives are managed quite well. 
However, the criteria for the 7-8 band (complex sentences attempted and mostly successful) are 
not met.

Accuracy - 3 

Despite inaccuracies, the intended meaning is usually clear.

Total mark - 18/30
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STUDENT 2 
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Student 2 Commentary

Task 1 - Contributing to your German partner’s survey on holidays

Plan

The plan consists of list of useful vocabulary. It contains one conjugated verb – freue – and the 
clause or clauses where this appears will have to be discounted. In fact, this makes very little 
difference to the overall assessment.

Content - 13

The title and the bullet points mix up discussion of school holidays, family holidays and Manchester 
as a tourist destination and in this context, taking a generous view, it is difficult to argue that the 
response is not fully relevant; however, the ‘scattergun’ approach to task design is not ideal and 
tends to lead to a rather unfocussed response, as here. Ideas and points of view are expressed 
and explained and a good deal of detail is conveyed but the weak focus means access to the Very 
Good band is marginal. 

Range of Language - 7 

There is a good rather than a wide variety of vocabulary and structure. More complex structures 
are certainly not handled with confidence; so the choice is between 7 and 8. Some more complex 
structures and different tenses are less than successful; others work well but on balance the 
evidence points towards 7 rather than 8.

Accuracy - 3 

This is a marginal decision between 3 and 4. There are instances of good, accurate German but
they contrast with some problems with word order, occasional omissions and with verb 
agreements. The accumulation of the latter leads us away from describing the piece as ‘largely 
accurate’. 

Total mark - 23/30
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Student 2 Commentary

Task 2 - A description of a typical English School

Plan

The plan consists of a useful list of sequenced vocabulary. There are no conjugated verbs.

Content – 14

The title might have been better framed as ‘A description of my school’ or even just ‘My school.’ 
The scene setting is good and a nice idea but the ‘typical’ dimension does not need to appear in 
the title. Bearing in mind that it is the response to the title which is assessed and not the scene 
setting it would have been better to ‘play safe.’ In fact, the student does not really address whether 
the school is typical or not and the bullet points do not encourage such a response. In this first full 
year of this examination a lenient and forgiving view was taken but this kind of issue needs to be 
addressed in future years. The student follows the bullet points to produce a nice coherent piece of 
work but only a generous viewpoint allows us to consider this piece to be fully relevant. Certainly a
lot of information is conveyed clearly. There is good evidence of ideas and points of view 
expressed and explained.

Range of Language – 9 

There is a good range of a appropriate vocabulary and a wide range of structure. Although weil 
appears frequently, there are many other good features: good use of different modal verbs, good 
use of future and conditional tenses, appropriate word order in more complex sentences, good use 
of wenn and damit. The student is confident in the use of language, inverting subject and verb 
where necessary and including items such as sogar, leider, von der Vergangenheit, Am Ende des 
Jahres, for example.

Accuracy – 5 

Although there are occasional errors, the overwhelming impression is one of accuracy including in 
complex sentences. Verb and tense formations are demonstrably secure.

Total mark 28/30
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STUDENT 3 

Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE German / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 32



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE German / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 33



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE German / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 34



Teacher Resource Bank / GCSE German / Exemplar Material Controlled Assessment Writing / Version 1.0
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 35



Student 3 Commentary

Task 1 - Are you fit and healthy?

Plan

None submitted.

Content – 2 

Little of the information conveyed seems relevant to the title. Football and swimming are 
mentioned. One could take a generous view about ‘going to town’ or argue that laughing and 
listening to music improve mental well-being in a desperate trawl for relevance. The piece is also 
very short. A mark of 2 reflects a very limited response to the title and, if anything, a generous 
interpretation.

Range of Language - 3 

Despite errors and some confusion at the end of the piece, several simple sentences convey their 
message. It is difficult to argue that there is little understanding of language structure. Some 
vocabulary is inappropriate but that is not overwhelmingly the case. Marks in the 1-2 band tend to 
be awarded when very little can be understood.

Accuracy – 2 

With a mark of 2 for Content, 2 is the maximum possible mark for Accuracy. A mark of 1 for 
Accuracy would be inappropriate, for it is not the case that ‘frequent errors regularly impede 
communication’. 

Total mark 7
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Student 3 Commentary

Task 2 - Work and Education – My School

Plan

None submitted.

Content - 2 

The Context and the title seem to have been conflated here but it has to be accepted as it is, 
although it results in an unclear focus. Information presented flips around with no real structure. 
The piece is also notably brief.

Range of Language - 3 

Certainly structures are mostly simple and not always successful but, again, it is difficult to argue
for the 1-2 band because there is some appropriate vocabulary and some understanding of 
language structure.

Accuracy – 2 

There are many errors which often but do not always impede communication.

Total mark – 7
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STUDENT 4
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Student 4 Commentary

Task 1 - A Past Holiday

The Plan

The plan consists of a clever combination of pictures and vocabulary of a kind which is 
characteristically popular with able students. It should be noted that pictures will not be allowed 
next year. 

Content - 13

This is a nice straightforward title which allows the student to produce a coherent well structured 
response. The reader is presented with a lot of clearly expressed relevant detail which regularly 
includes opinions and points of view. Unfortunately, there is scant evidence of explanations for 
ideas and points of view. For a mark in this band, at least two instances must be identified. We can 
pick out: Das beste war gibt es dort ein Schwimmbad and In der Zukunft würde gern wieder dorthin 
fahren, weil ich hatte viel Spaß gemacht. The former is rather ambiguous but the examples were 
accepted as sufficient to allow the lowest mark in the top band.

Range of Language - 8 

The strengths in this piece rely especially on an excellent use of different tenses – present, perfect, 
including with separable and inseparable verbs, imperfect, future, conditional and imperfect 
subjunctive forms and these alone bring a degree of complexity to the piece combined with good 
word order in main clauses. The student is confident in inverting subject and verb where 
necessary; however, many sentences are relatively simple and rely very much on und to make 
longer sentences. It is not until the last paragraph that the student introduces weil and dass. Still, 
the overall strengths merit a mark of 8.

Accuracy - 4 

Despite occasional errors, the piece is certainly generally accurate and verb and tense formations 
are usually correct.

Total mark - 25/30
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Student 4 Commentary 

Task 2 - Meine Traumschule 

The Plan 

Again the student uses a complex series of drawings and occasional vocabulary. 

Content – 15 

This is a minor point here, but it should be noted that the title should be written in English. It is a 
straightforward title but nonetheless challenging. It is not unreasonable to present this response in 
the context of the current school and 2/3 deals directly and at length with the dream school, ending 
nicely with why the dream school would be better than the current school. The response presents a 
lot of detail as well as ideas and points of view and now we can find evidence of explanations: 
Meine Lieblingsfach ist Biologie, weil es wirklich interessant ist; ich mag Sport, da die Lehrerin sehr 
freundlich ist; aber ich lerne nicht gern Religion, weil es langweilig ist; diese Schule wird echt toll 
sein, da ich nur Fächer lerne, die ich lieber. This may not be an excess of evidence for 
explanations of opinions, but it is sufficient to ensure that the top band can be embraced and the 
candidate rewarded for an excellent accumulation of relevant detail. 

Range of Language - 10 

There is ample evidence for the 9-10 band here. There is a wide variety of appropriate vocabulary 
and phrases used with confidence. Complex structures take the form of verbs used very well in a 
range of tenses. Present, perfect, imperfect and conditional are used with precision. Difficult 
conditional structures are used: es würde……..geben, for example and the student has no problem 
with imperfect subjunctive forms:  wäre, hätte, müsste, könnte. Modal verbs are used well, 
including a correct man darf nicht and then there is the impressive In die Zukunft würde ich ein 
Kino bauen lassen. Connectives are used in various places: weil, da, wo + subordinate clause, die 
+ relative clause. Adjectives are used correctly and well. 

Accuracy - 5 

Although there are occasional minor errors, the level of accuracy in this piece is very impressive. 
Verb and tense formations are especially good. 

Total mark - 30/30
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