
 

GCSE German 

Other Guidance 
• Exemplar Material : Controlled Assessment Writing 

Autumn 2011 

Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 
 
The Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA) is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number  
3644723) and a registered charity (registered charity number 1073334). Registered address: AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6E 



 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
 

TASK PLANNING FORMS (TPF) 
 

Please note that the version of the TPF used in these materials 
was the correct one at the time that the pieces of work were 
produced and submitted for assessment, ie June 2011. 
 
Students starting the course in September 2011 must use the 
new version of the TPF (version 1.1) which is available to 
download from the AQA website. 
 
Some of the TPFs used in these materials may be mocked-up, 
to illustrate points of principle, and may not be the original forms 
produced by students. 
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Student 1 Commentary 
 
Task 1 - Raising Money for Charity 
 
Plan 
 
This is a logically sequenced aide-memoir mainly in English but including some occasional tricky 
German items of vocabulary. It may have been the best approach for this student. 
 
Content – 9 
 
This is a sound response to an interesting and challenging title and the student deserves credit for 
communicating quite a lot of information clearly. There is some attempt to explain ideas/points of 
view - Es ist ein Problem, weil…… - and some development – Es ist eine Freude jemandem 
helfen! - but the evidence overall is somewhat patchy. Unfortunately, communication breaks down 
in a number of clauses where inappropriate vocabulary or structure is used.  For these reasons, a 
mark at the top of the ‘Sufficient’ band is considered appropriate. 
 
Range of Language – 6 
 
Although there is a good variety of vocabulary, there is limited variety in structure. There are many 
simple sentences. Longer sentences rely on und, so, also and weil and they are the exception. A 
case cannot be made for a mark in the higher band. The good variety of vocabulary (actually not 
always successful) rather compensates for the limited variety of structure, leading to a mark of 6 
rather than 5. 
 
Accuracy - 3 
 
Verb forms and structures are often inaccurate but the intended meaning is usually clear. 
 
 
 
Total mark - 18/30 
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Student 1 Commentary 
 
Task 2: Finding a Home Abroad 
 
The Plan 
 
The student uses a combination of pictures and mainly English vocabulary to remind himself of the 
planned content. It should be noted that pictures will not be allowed in future years. 
 
Content - 9 
 
In relation to the title, the content appears somewhat haphazard and disorganised. In fact, the 
student is following the bullet points one by one and they lead to a blurred response to the title and 
one which is not more than generally relevant. Ideas and points of view are presented with some 
evidence of development.  Quite a lot rather than a lot of information is conveyed clearly. 
 
Range of Language - 6 
 
There are many simple sentences. More complex sentences are attempted, often incorrectly with 
wann, but reading sympathetically, they can be understood. Weil clauses are rather more 
successful. The variety of vocabulary is really quite good. Comparatives are managed quite well. 
However, the criteria for the 7-8 band (complex sentences attempted and mostly successful) are 
not met. 
 
Accuracy - 3 
 
Despite inaccuracies, the intended meaning is usually clear. 
 
 
 
Total mark - 18/30 
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Student 2 Commentary 
 
Task 1 - Contributing to your German partner’s survey on holidays 
 
Plan 
 
The plan consists of list of useful vocabulary. It contains one conjugated verb – freue – and the 
clause or clauses where this appears will have to be discounted. In fact, this makes very little 
difference to the overall assessment. 
 
Content - 13 
 
The title and the bullet points mix up discussion of school holidays, family holidays and Manchester 
as a tourist destination and in this context, taking a generous view, it is difficult to argue that the 
response is not fully relevant; however, the ‘scattergun’ approach to task design is not ideal and 
tends to lead to a rather unfocussed response, as here. Ideas and points of view are expressed 
and explained and a good deal of detail is conveyed but the weak focus means access to the Very 
Good band is marginal.  
 
Range of Language - 7 
 
There is a good rather than a wide variety of vocabulary and structure. More complex structures 
are certainly not handled with confidence; so the choice is between 7 and 8. Some more complex 
structures and different tenses are less than successful; others work well but on balance the 
evidence points towards 7 rather than 8. 
 
Accuracy - 3 
 
This is a marginal decision between 3 and 4. There are instances of good, accurate German but 
they contrast with some problems with word order, occasional omissions and with verb 
agreements. The accumulation of the latter leads us away from describing the piece as ‘largely 
accurate’. 
 
 
 
Total mark - 23/30 
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Student 2 Commentary 
 
Task 2 - A description of a typical English School 
 
Plan 
 
The plan consists of a useful list of sequenced vocabulary. There are no conjugated verbs. 
 
Content – 14 
 
The title might have been better framed as ‘A description of my school’ or even just ‘My school.’ 
The scene setting is good and a nice idea but the ‘typical’ dimension does not need to appear in 
the title. Bearing in mind that it is the response to the title which is assessed and not the scene 
setting it would have been better to ‘play safe.’ In fact, the student does not really address whether 
the school is typical or not and the bullet points do not encourage such a response. In this first full 
year of this examination a lenient and forgiving view was taken but this kind of issue needs to be 
addressed in future years. The student follows the bullet points to produce a nice coherent piece of 
work but only a generous viewpoint allows us to consider this piece to be fully relevant. Certainly a 
lot of information is conveyed clearly. There is good evidence of ideas and points of view 
expressed and explained. 
 
Range of Language – 9 
 
There is a good range of a appropriate vocabulary and a wide range of structure. Although weil 
appears frequently, there are many other good features: good use of different modal verbs, good 
use of future and conditional tenses, appropriate word order in more complex sentences, good use 
of wenn and damit. The student is confident in the use of language, inverting subject and verb 
where necessary and including items such as sogar, leider, von der Vergangenheit, Am Ende des 
Jahres, for example. 
 
Accuracy – 5 
 
Although there are occasional errors, the overwhelming impression is one of accuracy including in 
complex sentences. Verb and tense formations are demonstrably secure. 
 
 
 
Total mark 28/30 
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Student 3 Commentary 
 
Task 1 - Are you fit and healthy? 
 
Plan 
 
None submitted. 
 
Content – 2 
 
Little of the information conveyed seems relevant to the title. Football and swimming are 
mentioned. One could take a generous view about ‘going to town’ or argue that laughing and 
listening to music improve mental well-being in a desperate trawl for relevance. The piece is also 
very short. A mark of 2 reflects a very limited response to the title and, if anything, a generous 
interpretation. 
 
Range of Language - 3 
 
Despite errors and some confusion at the end of the piece, several simple sentences convey their 
message. It is difficult to argue that there is little understanding of language structure. Some 
vocabulary is inappropriate but that is not overwhelmingly the case. Marks in the 1-2 band tend to 
be awarded when very little can be understood. 
 
Accuracy – 2 
 
With a mark of 2 for Content, 2 is the maximum possible mark for Accuracy. A mark of 1 for 
Accuracy would be inappropriate, for it is not the case that ‘frequent errors regularly impede 
communication’. 
 
 
 
Total mark 7 
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Student 3 Commentary 
 
Task 2 - Work and Education – My School 
 
Plan 
 
None submitted. 
 
Content - 2 
 
The Context and the title seem to have been conflated here but it has to be accepted as it is, 
although it results in an unclear focus. Information presented flips around with no real structure. 
The piece is also notably brief. 
 
Range of Language - 3 
 
Certainly structures are mostly simple and not always successful but, again, it is difficult to argue 
for the 1-2 band because there is some appropriate vocabulary and some understanding of 
language structure. 
 
Accuracy – 2 
 
There are many errors which often but do not always impede communication. 
 
 
 
Total mark – 7 
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Student 4 Commentary 
 
Task 1 - A Past Holiday 
 
The Plan 
 
The plan consists of a clever combination of pictures and vocabulary of a kind which is 
characteristically popular with able students. It should be noted that pictures will not be allowed 
next year.  
 
Content - 13 
 
This is a nice straightforward title which allows the student to produce a coherent well structured 
response. The reader is presented with a lot of clearly expressed relevant detail which regularly 
includes opinions and points of view. Unfortunately, there is scant evidence of explanations for 
ideas and points of view. For a mark in this band, at least two instances must be identified. We can 
pick out: Das beste war gibt es dort ein Schwimmbad and In der Zukunft würde gern wieder dorthin 
fahren, weil ich hatte viel Spaß gemacht. The former is rather ambiguous but the examples were 
accepted as sufficient to allow the lowest mark in the top band. 
 
Range of Language - 8 
 
The strengths in this piece rely especially on an excellent use of different tenses – present, perfect, 
including with separable and inseparable verbs, imperfect, future, conditional and imperfect 
subjunctive forms and these alone bring a degree of complexity to the piece combined with good 
word order in main clauses. The student is confident in inverting subject and verb where 
necessary; however, many sentences are relatively simple and rely very much on und to make 
longer sentences. It is not until the last paragraph that the student introduces weil and dass. Still, 
the overall strengths merit a mark of 8. 
 
Accuracy - 4 
 
Despite occasional errors, the piece is certainly generally accurate and verb and tense formations 
are usually correct. 
 
 
 
Total mark - 25/30 
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Student 4 Commentary 
 
Task 2 - Meine Traumschule 
 
The Plan 
 
Again the student uses a complex series of drawings and occasional vocabulary. 
 
Content – 15 
 
This is a minor point here, but it should be noted that the title should be written in English. It is a 
straightforward title but nonetheless challenging. It is not unreasonable to present this response in 
the context of the current school and 2/3 deals directly and at length with the dream school, ending 
nicely with why the dream school would be better than the current school. The response presents a 
lot of detail as well as ideas and points of view and now we can find evidence of explanations: 
Meine Lieblingsfach ist Biologie, weil es wirklich interessant ist; ich mag Sport, da die Lehrerin sehr 
freundlich ist; aber ich lerne nicht gern Religion, weil es langweilig ist; diese Schule wird echt toll 
sein, da ich nur Fächer lerne, die ich lieber. This may not be an excess of evidence for 
explanations of opinions, but it is sufficient to ensure that the top band can be embraced and the 
candidate rewarded for an excellent accumulation of relevant detail. 
 
Range of Language - 10 
 
There is ample evidence for the 9-10 band here. There is a wide variety of appropriate vocabulary 
and phrases used with confidence. Complex structures take the form of verbs used very well in a 
range of tenses. Present, perfect, imperfect and conditional are used with precision. Difficult 
conditional structures are used: es würde……..geben, for example and the student has no problem 
with imperfect subjunctive forms:  wäre, hätte, müsste, könnte. Modal verbs are used well, 
including a correct man darf nicht and then there is the impressive In die Zukunft würde ich ein 
Kino bauen lassen. Connectives are used in various places: weil, da, wo + subordinate clause, die 
+ relative clause. Adjectives are used correctly and well. 
 
Accuracy - 5 
 
Although there are occasional minor errors, the level of accuracy in this piece is very impressive. 
Verb and tense formations are especially good. 
 
 
 
Total mark - 30/30 
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AQA City & Guilds CCEA Edexcel OCR SQA WJEC 

 
Produced on behalf of: AQA, CCEA, Edexcel, OCR and WJEC 

 
Notice to Centres 

 
Moderation arrangements for controlled assessment of 

Speaking in GCSE Modern Foreign Languages from 2010 
 
 

Most GCSE specifications in Modern Foreign Languages for first teaching in September 2009 
examine Speaking by means of controlled assessment marked by the teacher and moderated by 
the awarding body. In all of these specifications candidates are required to undertake two tasks 
for assessment. 
 
In order to reduce the burden on centres, the awarding bodies have agreed with Ofqual and 
QCDA that centres need to make a recording of only one of the two tasks for each candidate. 
Moderation (and adjustments to a centre’s marking, if they are necessary) will be based on the 
evidence from this one recorded task. 
 
If a centre has made recordings of both of the tasks submitted by some or all candidates, they 
will normally be required to designate one as the recorded task. Only this task will be eligible 
for selection as part of the moderation sample. Centres should consult their own awarding 
body’s instructions for further details. 
 
Although only the recorded tasks will be moderated, awarding bodies will monitor centres’ 
marking of both the recorded and unrecorded tasks. Where the average difference between the 
two sets of marks is significant, awarding bodies will require centres to provide an explanation. 
In addition, awarding bodies reserve the right to arrange for a moderator to visit a centre to 
monitor the standards of marking. Ultimately awarding bodies reserve the right to require 
centres to record both tasks submitted by each candidate in a subsequent year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© JCQ 2009 
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ADJUSTMENTS  TO  MARKS  FOLLOWING  THE  MODERATION 
OF  CENTRE-ASSESSED  UNITS/COMPONENTS  

 
An  explanation  for  centres 

 
 

Introduction 
 
When results are sent to centres, details of candidates’ final marks for centre-assessed units/components are 
included.  By comparing these marks with the original centre marks, centres can see whether their marking in 
a particular unit/component was accepted without any change or whether adjustments were made.  Further 
details about the reasons for any adjustments are provided on the feedback form. 
 
When an adjustment has been made, centres may wish to know how the final marks were determined.  This 
document explains the procedure which is used. 
 
 
Why is moderation necessary? 
 
The GCSE, GCE, Principal Learning and Project Code of Practice requires that marks submitted by each 
centre must be moderated by the awarding body and that marks must be adjusted where necessary to bring 
centres’ assessments into line with standards generally. 
 
Awarding marks entails human judgement so, when a moderator looks at a centre’s marking, it is unlikely that 
there will be precise agreement.  Two people assessing the same piece of work may disagree on whether 
enough of a skill has been demonstrated or whether an answer is clear.  Even one person may mark a piece 
of work, then re-mark it later and make slightly different judgements without being ‘wrong’ either time.  It is 
possible to reduce differences with practice, experience and discussion, but they will always exist.  A small 
tolerance is therefore allowed on centre assessment.  If the differences between a moderator’s marking and a 
centre’s marking are within this tolerance, the differences can be taken as a legitimate variation in judgement 
and the centre’s marks can be accepted.  If the differences are outside the tolerance, an adjustment will be 
needed to align the centre’s standard of marking with the agreed AQA standard. 
 
 
How is moderation carried out? 
 
In most AQA centre-assessed units/components, a sample of work from each centre is provided for a 
moderator (either by post or when the moderator visits).  The moderator starts by considering part of the 
sample (called the sub-sample).  If the moderator agrees with the marks in this sub-sample (to within the 
specified tolerance), then no change is made to the centre’s marking.  If the centre’s marks for any of the work 
in the sub-sample are outside tolerance, the moderator considers further work from the centre’s sample, and  
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any necessary adjustment to the centre’s marks is made using the regression technique described below.  
Precisely how much work is inspected by the moderator at this stage depends on the pattern of differences 
between the centre’s marks and the moderator’s marks.  If there is a consistent pattern (even where the 
differences are large), a fair adjustment can be made from inspecting the work of a relatively small number of 
candidates.  If the pattern is less consistent, the whole sample needs to be inspected. In exceptional 
circumstances, an adjustment which is fair to all candidates cannot be found from the sample, and at that point 
the moderator will request further work (often the work of all candidates) from the centre. 
 
It is important to note that the marking of the sample (or sub-sample) is not a re-assessment of the individual 
candidates involved, as it would be unfair to amend the marks of these candidates on a different basis from the 
marks of the other candidates at the centre.  Instead, the sample is intended to be representative of the 
marking standard at the centre, in order to provide an indication of whether an adjustment is needed and to 
determine the nature and scale of that adjustment.  Therefore, there is a requirement that the centre’s marking 
is internally standardised.  For further information on internal standardisation see Instructions for submitting 
controlled assessment / coursework marks and samples (CAW/INST) and the JCQ booklets Instructions for 
conducting coursework and Instructions for conducting controlled assessments. 
 
Where centres are in a consortium (ie several centres are working together in a subject with joint assessment 
arrangements), AQA must be informed.  AQA will then take account of the consortium arrangement when 
carrying out moderation, for example by applying the same set of adjustments to all the centres if the marking 
is out of tolerance.  For further information see Instructions for submitting controlled assessment / coursework 
marks and samples (CAW/INST) and the application form for centre consortium arrangements, available on 
the JCQ or AQA website. 
 
 
How is regression used to make adjustments? 
 
Regression is a method for comparing two sets of data (in this case centre marks and moderator marks) in 
order to find the relationship between them.  To understand how regression works, think about what happens if 
a graph is plotted to show centre marks and moderator marks for the candidates in the sample.  If the 
moderator re-marked a sample of ten candidates and agreed with every one of the ten centre marks, then the 
result would be as shown in Graph 1.  For example, candidate A was given 49 marks by both the centre and 
the moderator. 
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In reality moderation produces something more like Graph 2: candidate P was given 24 marks by the centre 
and 34 by the moderator, candidate Q was given 49 marks by the centre and 46 by the moderator, and 
candidate R was given 69 marks by the centre and 65 by the moderator. 
 
The points do not lie precisely on a straight line but there is obviously a trend.  A line has been drawn to show 
this trend.  This line is known as the regression line. 

 
 

AQA uses the regression line in order to adjust the marks of candidates in a centre.  Graph 3 shows the line 
from the example given above.  This can now be used to read off the adjusted mark for every candidate at the 
centre.  For each candidate, the line gives an estimate of the mark that the moderator would have given.  The 
estimate is based on the sample of work that was actually inspected by the moderator. 
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Three examples are shown in Graph 3.  The centre gave Candidate S a mark of 21, Candidate T a mark of 39 
and Candidate U a mark of 65.  These marks are adjusted, using the regression line, to 30, 44 and 64 
respectively, as shown by the broken lines. 
 

 
 
To preserve the centre’s order of merit and to ensure that the candidates whose work was sampled are treated 
no differently from the other candidates at the centre, the marks of all candidates are adjusted using the 
regression line, whether or not their work was seen by the moderator.  The procedure – which is used to find 
the best match of the centre’s marks to the general standard – does not guarantee that candidates in the 
sample will get the mark which the moderator gave to their work.  Graph 4 shows what happens to the marks 
of Candidates P, Q and R from Graph 2.  For example, Candidate Q has a centre mark of 49 and a moderator 
mark of 46 (as shown in Graph 2), but this candidate’s final (adjusted) mark is 52, as shown in Graph 4. 
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Candidate Centre 
Mark 

Moderator 
mark 

Adjusted 
mark 

P 24 34 32 

Q 49 46 52 

R 69 65 67 
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Feedback to centres 
 
AQA sends a report to each centre which covers matters such as the appropriateness of the tasks (where they 
are set by the centre), the accuracy of the assessment and the centre’s administration. 
 
 
Enquiries about results 
 
In line with other awarding bodies AQA offers a post-results review of moderation.  This is intended to check 
that the assessment criteria were fairly, reliably and consistently applied in the original moderation process.  
For details please see the JCQ Post-Results Services booklet, available on the JCQ website, and the 
Enquiries about Results page of the AQA website. 
 
 
Application of the system to all centres 
 
For each centre where the sub-sample is out of tolerance, provisional adjustments are made as illustrated in 
Graph 4.  If the adjusted marks are only marginally different from the centre marks (in other words, if they fall 
within tolerance), the centre marks are accepted unchanged.  Otherwise, the adjustments suggested by the 
computer are reviewed manually, centre by centre, and in some instances the computer’s suggestions may be 
overruled. 
 
 
Summary 
 
In summary moderation has three possible outcomes.   
 
(i) Where there are only small differences between the centre’s marks and the moderator’s marks for the 

candidates in the (sub-)sample, the centre’s marks are accepted for all candidates.   

(ii) Where the differences are greater but the moderator generally agrees with the centre’s rank ordering of 
the candidates, the regression technique is used to adjust the marks of all candidates.  (The only 
exception is that no adjustments are made to the marks of candidates who have been awarded the 
maximum by both the centre and the moderator.) 

(iii) In exceptional cases, where the moderator disagrees significantly with the centre’s rank ordering, 
further work is re-marked before candidates’ final marks are determined. 

 
Marks are not altered unless necessary, and then only in a manner which treats all candidates and centres 
equitably. 
 
Version 1.6      February 2011 
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