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RESOURCE 1

Urban or rural – where do people live?

Resource 1a

Urban: relating to or characteristic of towns and cities

Rural: relating to or characteristic of the countryside

Resource 1b

Urban and rural population percentages for the world 1950–2050 (projected)
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RESOURCE 2

Urban or rural – who lives there?

Urban and rural population in England, 2009
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RESOURCE 3

Britain’s housing crisis

Britain does not have enough homes. The population is rising, people are living longer, divorces are 
splitting existing households, and yet house-building has slumped to its lowest level for 90 years. 
Prices have rocketed, leaving an entire generation of young people facing the prospect of never 
being able to buy their own home. 
But it is not just about building new property; it is also about making better use of what we have. 
There are an estimated 300 000 homes in the UK that have been empty for longer than six months, 
many of them currently too run-down to be used.

The Independent 
Thursday 8 September 2011(adapted)

Britain’s housing shortage will worsen in coming years, a group of property experts warned on Friday. 
They predict that 31 000 fewer houses will be built every year as a result of “nimbyism” and local 
authorities cutting their housing targets.

The Guardian 
Friday 24 June 2011(adapted)

Britain faces a shortfall of more than 750 000 homes by 2025 according to a new analysis of official 
government projections.
We need more than 280 000 extra homes each year. But if housing supply continues at the rate of the 
last twenty years, at around 160 000 additions per year, the gap between the number of households 
and the number of available homes will range from 255 000 to 1.2 million by 2025.

Property Wire 
Monday 16 May 2011(adapted)
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RESOURCE 5

Are existing settlements sustainable?

Britain has plenty
of sustainable
settlements –
they’re called

London, 
Birmingham, 
Manchester, 

Cardiff, Derby....

“What’s eco-friendly
about building new
roads and new
houses, destroying
the entire local
habitat?”

Eco-protestor

“It’s no good saving
energy in the home if
you have to use your
car every time you go
shopping!”

Eco-charity
spokesman

Employment
opportunities

Social
facilities

Medical
facilities

Education
facilities

Transport
facilities

Open
spaces

Leisure
facilities
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RESOURCE 7

The proposed settlement near Leicester

Street scene

Cycle way

Town Square
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RESOURCE 8

Proposed development fact files

New town site (including airport site)

• Flying club, based at Leicester airport, will be relocated

• 32% of the total site will be used for housing including existing villages

• 15 000 homes will be built, 4500 of these will be ‘starter’ homes

• Large areas of green space – for leisure and agricultural purposes

• 14 000 proposed new jobs created in manufacturing and service industries

• Integrated public transport 

• Footpaths and cycle paths

• Rapid transport tram network within the town and linked to Leicester city centre

• Services including schools, shops, health and leisure facilities

Airport site

• Flying club, based at Leicester airport, will be relocated

• 100% of the total site will be used for housing

• 2000 homes will be built, 700 of these will be ‘starter’ homes

• Limited services

• Only existing transport links to Leicester city centre



11

B561/01/02/RB Jan13© OCR 2013

R
E

S
O

U
R

C
E

 9

A
er

ia
l p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
 o

f 
L

ei
ce

st
er

 A
ir

p
o

rt

0
1

10
0  

m

S
ca

le



12

B561/01/02/RB Jan13© OCR 2013

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge.


