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Sample Schemes of Work and Lesson Plans

GCSE Geography A

OCR GCSE in Geography A

Unit A674: Issues in Our Fast Changing World
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE Geography A specification for teaching from September 2009.
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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Geography A. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Geography A. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A674: Issues in Our Fast Changing World

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Population Change

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	How does population density vary across the world?
	Using a world map showing global population variations get pupils into groups to explain why they think these variations occur? 

They should consider Human and Physical factors 

Pupil should then present back to the class and record their reasons on a table


	World map of global population  

     distribution 

Longmans school atlas P20-21

Work sheet - Table outlining human and 
     physical factors that influence population distribution

Up to date Atlas for Global population   

     Distribution 
	Longman school, Atlas -  Pearson Longman - ISBN 1-4058-2264-3

Some useful websites for population - 

www.peopleandplanet.net
www.prb.org
www.unfpa.org
www.undp.org/popin/wdtrends/6billion


	Where in the world is population growing fastest and where in the world is it growing slowest?
	Using global population distribution map locates a countries where population is growing fastest Gambia, West Africa and slowest - Eastern European country ie Poland. Compare Demographic components, Birth rate and death rate

The above can be based on two case studies using the resources suggested 
	Case study material on Gambia - DVD youthful population. PUMPKIN

Case study material for Poland. DVD the poles are coming. (BBC 2 Documentary)

http://www.unfpa.org/worldwide/ - on this web site you can compare demographic components for different countries

www.peopleandplanet.net  - population pressures
	Gambia Youthful populations An African case study 

PUMPKIN

Learning@pumpkintv.co.uk


	OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A674: Issues in Our Fast Changing World

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Population Change

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	What is Migration?
	Define migration and look at global migratory routes. Define forced and voluntary migration

For forced migration Democratic republic of Congo and voluntary Brits to Spain
	Blank world map mark on main migratory routes. Voluntary and forced

Poles in Peterborough DVD. (BBC)
	DVD - The poles are coming - recorded from BBC 2. You can combine the case study for Poland for declining population and migration

	What impacts both positive and negative does it have on the host and source countries?
	List impacts that migration has on the source and host countries using the examples from above 
	Case study voluntary migration British to Spain, or poles to Peterborough

Forced migration Democratic republic of Congo, Africa Oct/Nov 2008 or Darfur 2006. www.bbc.co.uk 
	

	How can population change be managed?
	Define population change 
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Variety of different case studies looking at population management in different countries 

	UK policy               MEDC - DVD          PUMPKIN - Ageing population A European Case study

Chinas policy         LEDC

Gambia’s policy     LEDC
	Again Gambia could be taught as a case study covering all the issues


	OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A674: Issues in Our Fast Changing World

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Our Changing Planet - Change through natural events

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Identify a range of hazards and what causes them.
	Define different types of Hazards

World map, mark on where different types of hazard occur, ie, tectonic, atmospheric and geomorphological
	Blank world map locating a range of different hazards.

Philippines - multiple hazard zone.

www.geographyatthemovies tectonic hazard clip.
	

	How do hazards have different physical, economic and social impacts? (both long and short term)

How do these impacts differ across the world?
	Gloucestershire floods July 2007. ICT news paper report

Chinese earthquake Sichuan - 

Through the above two case studies illustrate the key ideas of differing hazard impact and how these impacts differ across the world. What role to national and local governments play and Non governmental organisations
	Hurricane Katrina case study material - Blank map of USA, work sheet of events - Sorting activity

Chinese earthquake BBC Web Site. Blank map of China 

www.bbc.co.uk
www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/floods2007 
	

	Why do responses to hazards differ in different parts of the world?
	Pupils to work in groups discussing WHY responses are different. Compare UK floods 2007 and Zambezi floods 2008

The case studies of UK Floods 2007 and Zambezi Floods 2008 can be used to illustrate different responses
	Use the above two case studies to look at differing responses. LEDC v MEDC

www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/7184431.stm

	


	OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A674: Issues in Our Fast Changing World

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Our Changing Planet - Change through natural events

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE

What is global climate change and what are the main causes?
	What is the green house effect and what is Global warming. Labelled diagrams of both  

Look at the different causes of Global warming - Burning of fossil fuels
	Diagrams of Global warming, blanks for pupils to label 

www.geographyatthemovies.co.uk click on Environment

www.peopleplanet.net - Climate change
	

	What are the effects of global warming and how can we minimise its impacts.


	Longmans school atlas P12-13 - a very good overview of the impacts of global warming on the world. How will these affect People? Sea level, Tropical Storms, Crop Yield, Pest, disease
	Longmans Atlas  P12-13

Pupils create their own Carbon footprint. Ask various questions. How do they get to school? Recycling, food miles. Class survey

Blank outline of a carbon foot print
	

	Candidates should be able to identify their own role in the issues surrounding global Warming.
	Pupils create their own carbon Footprint - How do they and their families contribute to Global Warming
	
	


	OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A674: Issues in Our Fast Changing World

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Trade Aid and Superpowers

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Why is there global variation in development? 

What is the development Gap?
	Look at global levels of development using a suitable chloropleth map. Pupils identify those countries that are developed and those that are not. Pupils think of reasons for the variations. Human, Physical, Environmental and Political. What trends can they identify?

Blank world map mark on the Brandt line and explain what the development gap is using Longman Atlas P94
	Longmans Atlas P94

Blank Map of the world with Brandt line on it, mark the Northern and Southern hemisphere

Longmans Atlas P104 A lot of very useful - up to date Information on Global variations in Development
	

	Why is there an imbalance in global trade?
	Introduce the concept of trade to the pupils using BBC 2000 Geography video on Trade (first half only) looks at imports and Exports, trade Balance. Video can be stopped and notes taken. Imbalance in global trade is caused by development, resources, environment, and politics
Using the main global trading blocs illustrate the main flows of trade globally. The BBC article listed in the resources is excellent at doing this
	BBC 2000 video-DVD - Geography Trade and Aid Video - First half looks at Global trade

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/4510792.stm
Blank map of the world. Mark on the main trading blocs

Work sheet including key terms
	


	OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A674: Issues in Our Fast Changing World

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Trade Aid and Superpowers

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	What is aid? What different types are there? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of Aid for the recipient country?
	Explain the different types of aid Bi lateral and Multi lateral Aid  

Mega Projects -  Top down Volta Dam Ghana  - 

Derada -  Tanzania - Farm Africa  - Goat project -  Bottom up

Using the above two examples illustrate the advantages and disadvantages  
	Different examples of Aid, NGO case study, red cross 

http://www.learningafrica.org.uk/downloads/casestudy_voltadam.pdf
www.farmafrica.org.uk/ -
Blank map of Africa to mark on the location of the Volta damn and Tanzania and the goat project

Video 2000 BBC Geography Trade and Aid - the Farm Africa clip is in the second half of the video
	

	What is the role of Super Powers?
	Who are the global super powers; discuss G8 and G9 - plot member countries on a map

What influence might these super power countries have the world

A discussion of the millennium goals - Longmans Atlas p95
	http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/country_profiles/3777557.stm
This web site gives a fantastic overview of the G8 countries and the global challenges they are trying to solve

Longmans Atlas P25
	


	OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A674: Issues in Our Fast Changing World

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	The Challenge of Planning (Urban, Transport, Food, Water and Leisure)

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Why is planning for our future so important?

(Urban, Transport, food, water, leisure)

What is sustainable development and why is it so important?
	Group discussion on reasons why planning is so important for our future  

Use categories of Urban, Transport, Food etc to form the basis of the discussion

Link the importance of planning to SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Use the example of the Bed Zed Eco village development in Wallington south London. Conservation and re-use of water, grow your own vegetables, have an allotment or buy locally produced goods
	Provide blank table with headings of URBAN, TRANSPORT, FOOD and WATER

Example of a sustainable village Bed ZED - Can  use old resources from Syllabus C DME or web site 

www.bioregional.com/bedzed 


	Many of these points can be incorporated into the  other Units for Example UK ageing population and Planning for leisure facilities for the silvering population of the UK

Farm Africa covers the need to plan for the future or the provision of food for future generations

	Urban Future Planning.
	Case study on urban, transport or leisure planning issues in your local area. ie To build or not to build? The redevelopment of Black friars in Gloucester. (Field work opportunity)  
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	Questionnaire,

Environmental quality survey

Sustainability table 

www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk 

www.gloucesterurc.co.uk
	There is an opportunity to carry out local field work with this unit of work

	
	Create questionnaire to ascertain people’s opinions of the Development

Use sustainability table to ascertain how sustainable the development is
	
	

	Transport
	Curitiba Brazil - An excellent example of a sustainable and successful transport system in Brazil South America
	http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/fellows/brazil1203/transportation.html

This web site shows an excellent overview of the transport system and other innovative sustainable solutions to planning

Blank map of Brazil
	


OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A674: Issues in Our Fast Changing World
How does population density vary across the world?
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	To understand what population density is.

	Objective 2
	To be able to interpret a chloropleth map of global population density.

	Objective 3
	Indicate on a world map countries that have a High population density and those that have a low population density.

	Objective 4
	Be able to give reasons for the differences in population density.


Content

	Time
	Content

	5-10 minutes - STARTER
	Starter - Images of different areas in the world that have a dense or sparse population. Pupils to study the images and note the main characteristics of the photographs.

	10 minutes - MAIN
	Class discussion based on the pupils observations. What did they see in the different images? Start to formulate ideas about Spare and Dense populations, where they are found and why. Note Key and words on the board.

Define what is meant by Sparse and Dense populations.

	15 minutes
	Hand out world map of population density, atlas and blank world map. In pairs on the blank world map locate five countries that are densely populated and five counties that are sparsely populated. 

	15 minutes
	In their pairs using the headings of Physical, Human, Environmental and Social the pupils should think of as many reasons as possible why population density varies across the world. 

	10 minutes - PLENARY
	Each pair in the class feeds back to the rest of the class 2 reasons why global population varies around the world. 

	Homework task
	Pupils should be given a table within which they can write up in best the reasons for the global differences in population distribution.


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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