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Sample Schemes of Work and Lesson Plans

GCSE Geography A

OCR GCSE in Geography A

Unit A673: Similarities and differences
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE Geography A specification for teaching from September 2009.
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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Geography A.  This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Geography A]. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A673: Similarities and differences

	This SOW is not meant in any way to be proscriptive. Every school and every child will have a different context. The students will, and should be encouraged to run with their own ideas ; encourage innovation and initiative, both students and staff will benefit.

It should not be a study of the local area only, More a study of your area and its relationships with the world at a global, national and regional scale.

	Suggested teaching time
	Circa 

30 hours
	Topic
	Your place

	Topic outline
Questions in italics are from the spec. Others are questions which may help.
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	What constitutes ‘your place?

Where is it?

How do you feel about it?

Why is it important to you – and others.
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Locate school and home on an Os map, google earth, atlas, memory map




Discuss how various scales of maps can change how ‘your place’ looks
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World and local maps in google. Powerpoint of various maps




Note how some maps are manipulated for a purpose. Google images provide lots of egs. Peter’s projection



Where is ‘your place within the UK? Homework learning the location of 10/15 of 
the major cities and features of the UK

Show photos of ‘your place’ how do students know it is their place?

Collage of how students see eg Corby

Site and situation

Affective mapping of ‘your place’ to show feelings. Discuss differences in affective maps on whiteboard or display board

Draw a map of your movements within one week
	Google earth

‘Eclipse’

Os website

Memory map

‘Places I connect with’  GA projects

‘What has this got to do with me’ GA projects.

www.globaleye.org.uk
Peter’s projection world map
	 GA project ‘valuing places’ is an excellent starting point and source for this unit

Affective mapping  GA projects

‘Places I connect with’  GA projects (on website)

Eclipse is a text book written by Ian Mack and published by Heinemann

Learning through enquiry by Margaret Roberts published by the GA is an excellent resource

	What do you know about ’your place’?


	History of ‘your place’



Family histories. This might be useful to introduce the idea of links to other places as many schools will have students from many parts of the world
Historic maps to show ‘change’
What is the function of Corby? How has this changed over time?

Climate of area. Link to extreme events eg flooding in Britain and eg Bangladesh
All the suggestions below could be studied using fieldwork
Landscape mapping

Land use mapping
Economic features of the home area. List of industries – where do raw materials come from? Where are products sold? On world map?

Study of demography of local area. Migration patterns eg Polish workers in, older people out to eg Spain. Interviews with Polish workers – parents of students? What are their perceptions of ‘your place?

Leisure and cultural issues. eg  ‘A new swimming pool or a theatre for Corby? Where should the chosen option  be built?

Does Corby have a Scottish culture? Homework asking extended family their views
Homework. Take digital photos to make a ‘mood board’ of your place
	Kids packs

Historic maps

Company websites

New key geography for gcse. Waugh and Bushel. Nelson Thornes
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RGS website ‘Geography in the news’ 01 may 2004



The new EU. Migration, economic linkages, globalisation, interdependence
Migrating jobs 12 Dec 2003. Employment/migration/uneven development
	Local museums will have ‘kids packs’
RGS website ‘Geography in the news’ is an excellent resource for all parts of the syllabus
There is a unit on ‘New towns’ if this suits ‘your place’
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	How is ‘your place’ perceived and represented?

How is ‘your place’ represented, seen and experienced by others? (and for what different purposes?)
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Internet exercise to find how local media represent ‘your place’. How is it marketed? 




Discuss findings. Is your place represented fairly?

How is a nearby place represented?

Eg Corby is represented negatively whilst Kettering has a more positive representation. Is this fair?

Do eg crime statistics back up these perceptions?

Collection of data on how people perceive Corby using questionnaires

Use excel for data interrogation. Are opinions age or gender dependent?

Use GIS to pick out spatial patterns of views on Corby




Produce a ‘fair and honest’ ‘Come to live in Corby’ brochure

Base an activity to suit ‘your place’ on page 184 of Margaret Robert’s book ‘Learning through enquiry’ ‘A FAIR VIEW page 184
	www.upmystreet.com   has useful data on eg crime

Local newspaper websites

Estate agent literature

Development board literature

Use of data base eg excel. Input all data collected

Gis  Aegis 3 or other package. Could use google maps or memory map and input data onto maps


	GIS might be as simple as using google earth to produce overlay maps



	What are the key processes of change operating in ‘your place’?

How will they affect people in different ways?


What are the positive or negative impacts of the changes?
What are your views about the changes – for the worse or for the better?
	A new by-pass, a new housing estate, a new school. Whichever is appropriate can be used

Is the new academy in Corby located in the best place for transport, links with community etc


Who will benefit and who will lose when Corby town centre is redeveloped?

Speaker from local planning board

 Importance of ‘on balance’ decision making which of course can change from week to week depending upon circumstances. Students might be able to construct a role play to illustrate this

How would you like the centre to be developed. Draw a map of your plans. Who would be against your plans?
	
	

	What links does ‘your place’ have with other parts of the country and other parts of the world?


How does ‘your place’ impact on other parts of the world?

How do these places impact on ‘your place’?

Why is this place as it is? How has it been influenced by its links with other places?

What impact does it make on other places?
	Revisit maps with links to local companies raw materials and markets

Sphere of influence maps within the UK




Home work. Look at the labels on the food you buy from the supermarket and note down where the food was grown. Put this on a map of the world

Play the Banana game.(banana link) or the trading game (Christian aid)

Look at labels on the clothes students are wearing – where do they come from?

Class discussion of places students have visited abroad

Students to write a newspaper article about how they might impact upon a place they have visited and how it affected them



	www.tourismconcern.org.uk
newspaper travel sections

Links through food could be explored using material from www.bananalink.org.uk


If the fashion/clothing industry is to be used www.labourbehindthelabel.org

 www.globaleye.org.uk
	Tourism is the most obvious link with other parts of the world that the students will identify with

Football clubs with many foreign players may also work


www.tourismconcern.org.uk has lots of useful resources

Global eye a magazine free from DFID is a good resource

Using games in school geography by Rex Walford, Chris Kington publishing might be useful here. Eg ‘Aid for Eldana’ 

	What are the major issues affecting ‘your place’?


	Regeneration of Corby town centre

Crime

In groups choose an issue and investigate this issue. Present the findings to the rest of the class in an informative and interesting manner. eg a video presentation, a play or a brochure
	Groups will be given a suggested format with eg chapter headings or a writing frame for weaker students
	These issues may be tackled in the ‘processes of change’ section

	Your place and the UK within Europe.


	Europe map for students to mark on regions / cities of the UK and Europe

Learn some of these for a test

What is the EU?

How will it affect me?
	
	

	The big issues affecting the UK today.

How these might affect the student, the students family and their community.
	Migration

Globalisation 

Climate change

How might globalisation affect you and you family? Cheap clothes and shoes from China but loss of jobs in the shoe industry in Northampton. Doc martens

Is globalisation a good thing?
	
	This section links to unit four ‘Issues in our fast changing world’. The same case studies could be used for both as this would allow greater levels of synopticity and cohesion

	NON UK CITY OR REGION.

Coastal Ghana and Accra.

Kashmir

Hong Kong and surrounding areas of China.

Central Kenya and Nairobi.

Sao Paulo and the south east of Brazil.

Amazonia and Brasilia.

Tokyo and region.

Paris basin

Southern Italy.

THESE ARE POSSIBLE EGS. ONLY ONE NEEDS TO BE STUDIED IN DETAIL.

How is this place perceived?

Where is the second chosen location?
	Where is this area?

World maps including distance to

The home area






Students could do this section by producing a series of presentations on aspects of eg coastal Ghana and Accra. One group could look at climate, comparing it to ‘your place’ another could look at racial groups and again link it to your place, a third could look at the cocao trade.etc, etc

This section would be an excellent piece of work to use as an end of topic assessment to include both peer and self assessment 
	Atlas

www.globaleye.org.uk has excellent country studies

www.ghanaweb.com even has live radio

www.oxfam.co.uk looks at the unfair trading of chocolate and has an excellent section on Ghana in ‘where we work’
	The choice of city or region will depend very much on the links ‘your place’ has with other parts of the world. Kashmir might be appropriate in Peterborough. Hong Kong more appropriate in parts of London

More able students might be able to choose their own region / city to study if they have eg family links with a region

Central Kenya and Nairobi

Beijing

New York



	What do you know about this place?
How is this place seen, represented and experienced by others? For what different purposes?
	Brainstorm ideas and perceptions about this area

Class computer exercise to find data which agrees or disagrees with perceptions. Newspaper sites




Link this to the work done on perceptions of ‘your place’  
	
	Amazonia could be used as most schools will have materials on this area. However links to this area might be more difficult to find

	Physical and human characteristics of the area.

Why is this place as it is?
	Climate data to draw climate graphs Compare these to graphs from ‘your place’

Living graphs for both locations as a contrast
	www.sln.co.uk
lonely planet guides

rough guides internet sites
	Regions in Europe might also be used; The Paris Basin, Majorca, Southern Italy

	How developed is this area?
	Discuss and formulate a definition of development. Economic, social, cultural and environmental

Describe differences to ‘your place’
	www.oxfam.org
	You could find schools / students in your chosen region on ‘facebook’ etc

My students showed me how to do this. Some excellent links can then be forged. Almost all areas of the world will have schools with websites

	How is this place linked to other places including the UK? What impact does It make on other places?
	Tourism or industry or agriculture

See above
	
	If you have a weather satellite receiver this can provide up to date data

Your regions equivalent of the Met office is also usually easy to find. The met office also gives forecasts for every area of the world

	Similarities and differences with ‘your place’.
	This might be looked at as a separate section or as part of the presentations suggested above
	
	

	What are the possible and probable futures for the two locations? 
	Students could be asked to suggest possible futures for each location and to draw posters to represent Corby of the future and Ghana of the future

Some groups could be asked to produce ‘best case’ futures and some ‘worst case’ 

Discussion on which of the two is most likely
	
	


OCR GCSE Geography A Unit A673: Similarities and differences
How is ‘your place’ perceived and represented?
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	Students to understand that places are perceived differently by different people.

	Objective 2
	Students to understand that places are marketed differently for different purposes.

	Objective 3
	Students to evaluate in groups how their place is perceived and marketed.

	Objective 4
	Students to understand that perceptions of ‘your place’ are not necessarily true.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
· Location of ‘your place’ in the world and Britain. How do different maps show different aspects of ‘your place’. How can maps be manipulated for a purpose. Peter’s projection. Collage of ‘Your place’.

Content
	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Warm up activity to assess prior knowledge of ‘your place’. White board Map of Britain students mark on local towns and major cities. Could be differentiated so that the questions get harder in the style of ‘Who wants to be a millionaire’.

	10 minutes
	Class discussion of collage of ‘your place’. Is your place represented fairly?

	30 minutes
	Computer exercise to find whether the perceptions of Corby and Kettering are true or not using a series of websites such as www.upmystreet.com, census, Northants police site and the Corby and Kettering council site. One group to research crime another car ownership another green space etc. House prices might be used as an economic indicator. Differentiated activities could be used here with some students working without teacher help others could be given worksheets with data partially provided.

	5  minutes
	Discussion of findings. Link to homework on collecting primary data re ‘Perceptions’

	5 minutes
	Suggestions about how data might be shown using located bars for example on a large map of Corby. To be completed next lesson.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Question and answer to check understanding of perception and marketing of places. Link to homework on improving Corby. 


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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