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Introduction

This paper forms Component 1 of the linear assessment series for the Edexcel B (9-1)
Geography specification. Paper 1 is an issues-based paper, covering a range of physical and
human geography content. As a result of the disruption to teaching resulting from Covid-19,
the 2022 paper incorporated an element of optionality for candidates. Candidates were
required to answer all questions from topic 1 - Hazardous Earth and then answer either topic
2 Development Dynamics or topic 3 Challenges of an Urbanising World. For this series only,
the paper was worth 64 marks, consisting of two 30-mark sections, with four additional
marks being allocated to the extended writing question within topic 1 - the Hazardous Earth
section. These marks are for correct spelling, punctuation, and the accurate use of grammar
and specialist terminology (SPGST). The questions are designed to increase in difficulty within
each section, culminating in an 8-mark extended writing question. The 'ramp' resets at the
beginning of each section. The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short open
response, calculations and 8-mark extended writing questions. The exam command words,
which are used in this paper, are defined on page 49 of the specification. Each of the
guestions is mapped to one or more of the Assessment Objectives (AOs).

Overall, the responses showed increasing candidate confidence in the extended writing
‘assess’ and ‘evaluate’ questions (AO2 and AO3) although these remain a significant challenge
for some candidates in the middle to lower ability range. Calculate questions (AO4) were, on
the whole, well answered although percentage change remains an area for development for
many candidates. The ‘explain one’ questions produced a mixed performance with a
significant proportion of candidates finding it challenging to develop the necessary
explanatory points. This report will provide comments for a selection of questions.

However, centres should be congratulated on the progress made, both with respect to the
range and depth of coverage of ideas, specification terminology and the understanding of
command words particularly given the extenuating circumstances both they and candidates
have experienced during the last two years.
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Question 1 (a)(ii)

The vast majority of candidates were familiar with the term 'range' and were able to
determine that the highest mean annual rainfall was in Libreville with a mean of 2883mm
and the lowest was in Cairo with a mean of 18mm. This gives a range of 2865mm.
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Question 1 (b)
Many candidates found this question challenging.

A lack of understanding of the various causes of rainfall limited many candidates. One mark
was often scored for identifying an area experiencing high rainfall totals, usually the Equator
without any explanation as to why rainfall occurs in these locations.

The most common pathway to full marks was to associate high rainfall totals with areas of
low pressure, to explain that this resulted in rising air and the subsequent condensation of
water vapour.

(b) Explain one reason why some areas have high annual rainfall.

(3)

ﬂﬁesuttsﬂus

Examiner Comments
Here, the candidate identifies that low pressure environments are
associated with high annual rainfall, extends this by explaining that air
rises in such locations with the final mark being scored for stating that
this results in cooling and condensation.

3 marks.

V \ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
In 'explain one' questions which are worth three marks, identify a valid
factor or reason for the 1st mark and then make two further
explanatory points to gain the additional marks.
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Question 1 (c)(ii)

By correctly interpreting the resource, many candidates were able to identify that the plates
are attempting to slide past one another and the resulting friction is a key cause of
earthquakes at this plate boundary.

A significant number of answers confused the type of plate boundary illustrated in the
resource and therefore attempted to explain the causes of earthquakes at collision or
destructive plate boundaries as opposed to the conservative / transform boundary shown in
Figure 2.

(i) Explain why earthquakes are common at this type of plate boundary.
{2}
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y { ResultsPlus
/---_ Examiner Comments

A slightly wordy response which scores the full 2 marks by the time it
reaches line two. The idea of plates sliding past one another is
identified, resulting in friction.

2 marks.
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Question 1 (c)(iii)

This proved to be a challenging question for many candidates with many candidates
receiving no marks. However, there were numerous examples of candidates who attained
the full 3 marks.

Convection currents was the most common process identified by candidates with successful
answers going on to explain the importance of rising magma and the pushing / pulling effect
the currents can have on tectonic plates. Smaller numbers of candidates identified and
explained the processes of either slab-pull or ridge-push - both of which were perfectly valid
responses.

(iii) Explain one reason why tectonic plates move,

(3)
..... Diree.. k0. Conpec . choteuo ar. M 5o montie. ... Sl P8, S
20 - .
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i-u[:f.a_ 3 W Ce.
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N ‘\/ ResultsPlus
/‘--. Examiner Comments

This is a strong answer, scoring the full three marks.

Here, the candidate identifies the process of convection currents and
adds several further explanatory points such as the rise of magma, the
circular motion of the currents and the way the currents create a
dragging effect on the plates.
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(ili) Explain one reason why tectonic plates move.

(3)

N_

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In this response the candidate identifies convection currents as a
cause of plate movement, scoring 1 mark. However, there is no
subsequent explanation as to how convection currents operate and
how they cause plates to move.

e N\

’“V ': ResultsPlus
\-/

) Examiner Tip
Underline command words in the question. In this case, the question
wants you to 'explain'. Practise using explanatory phrases in your
answers to these questions such as 'this is because.....", 'this means
that........... "
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Question 1 (d)(ii)
This question tested the ability of candidates to calculate a percentage decrease.

Percentage change is a mathematical skill which has appeared in several previous exam
series and encouragingly, increasing numbers of candidates are demonstrating success in
this area.

The 'Maths for Geographers' guide, available on the Edexcel specification B website, provides
support, outlining the different maths requirements. This is a useful tool to use in
conjunction with maths departments in school to provide clarification on ways to teach
maths and to reinforce mathematical concepts.

(i) Study Figure 4 which shows information about Hiroshima's annual
precipitation in 2019 and 2050 (projected).

Hiroshima annual precipitation (mm) 1554 1286

Figure 4
Calculate the projected percentage (%) decrease in Hiroshima’s precipitation.
Give your answer to one decimal place.
You must show your working.

2
I$54 " 0 8282 19¢ ta

\SS4 —>\136
\S 54 =\00%
\GS4-1186= 1L 68

%8

-;E_-s_—-'q‘ = p.172468% x 0oz \*-L

AEL %
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" / ResultsPlus
/--.'. Examiner Comments

In this example, the candidate demonstrates detail in their working.
They identify the difference between the 2019 and 2050 figures, in this
case 268. They divide the difference by the original 2019 figure and
multiply the result by 100 to give a percentage decrease of 17.2%.

This response therefore scores both of the available marks.
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(i) Study Figure 4 which shows information about Hiroshima’s annual
precipitation in 2019 and 2050 (projected).

Hiroshima annual precipitation (mm)

Figure 4
Calculate the projected percentage (%) decrease in Hiroshima'’s precipitation.
Give your answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working.
(2)

1994~ 296 - 5 43

263 )
e Xees 170

AN

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Here, the candidate demonstrates correct working to score 1 mark,
The difference between the two figures is identified, this is then
divided by the 2019 figure and multiplied by 100. However, the
candidate does not correctly answer to one decimal place, giving the
answer of 17% instead of 17.2%.

1 mark is awarded for the correct working. However, the final answer is
incorrect.

4 !-{:-:\-\.‘II
"".
/ »\ ResultsPlus
\_) Examiner Tip
Underline key parts of the question, in this case 'give your answer to

one decimal place.’
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Question 1 (d)(iii)
Candidates were expected to identify and extend two points. It is therefore a 2x2 question.

A significant number of candidates were able to identify that melting ice is a major
contributor to sea level rise. This was then explained, identifying that the melting ice adds
water to the oceans.

A common misconception amongst candidates was that increased levels of precipitation add
water to the oceans.

(iii) Explain two ways in which climate change causes sea levels to rise.

(4)

fal>
- Seed , cowiny sec levels b cise .

¥ ‘{ ResultsPlus
/--._ Examiner Comments

This is a strong answer scoring all 4 marks. Here, in scaffold one, the
candidate identifies a cause of sea level rise - warming oceans. This is
then extended with the candidate explaining the process of thermal
expansion.

This successful approach is then repeated in scaffold two. Increasing
temperatures is identified as a cause of sea level rise which is fully
explained by the candidate who mentions that this results in ice melt
and the addition of water to the oceans.
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A\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

In four mark 'explain two' questions remember the 2x2 route to
scoring full marks. Identify a cause or reason for one mark and give
explanation to score the additional mark. Repeat this process to score
the full 4 marks.
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Question 1 (e)

This question is another 2x2 question in that the candidate is asked to identify two natural
causes of climate change and offer explanations as to how they influence climate.

Generally, the question was answered well. Candidates offered various natural causes of
climate change such as volcanic eruptions, orbital changes, solar variations or asteroid
collisions.

(e) Explain two natural causes of past climate change.

y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer scores 3 marks.

The candidate identifies that variations in solar activity have resulted in
past climate change for 1 mark. This is then successfully extended for
the second mark.

In the second scaffold, the candidate correctly identifies volcanic
eruptions as being a past cause of climate change. However, the
explanation is confused with the candidate attributing the release of
carbon dioxide to a cooling effect. The release of carbon dioxide from
such eruptions results in a short-term warming effect as it absorbs
long-wave radiation, acting as a greenhouse gas. The candidate could
have mentioned that the release of ash results in a cooling effect,
preventing incoming short-wave radiation from reaching the Earth's
surface.
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(e) Explain two natural causes of past climate change.
(4)

1. VA can tnmhm;f;ammcmeqm:kc&MMLMm@fa
........ VELCRNR. and@hdnd... redeate. . ash. and . dury snto. Hor. Sbnaadphere....
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Here, the candidate identifies two natural causes of climate change -
volcanic eruptions and changes in the earth's orbit. Both of these
points are well developed, explaining how they have caused changes in
the Earth's climate.

This answer therefore scores 4 marks.
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Question 1 (f)

Due to the optionality introduced for the 2022 series, this 8 mark question Hazardous Earth
guestion carried the additional 4 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and specialist
terminology. These additional 4 marks are usually allocated to the 8 mark Development
Dynamics question.

Most candidates received marks at the top of Level 1 or the bottom of Level 2. They identified
that coastal flooding can result in problems for communities experiencing tropical cyclones.
However, at this mark range, answers often did not offer any acknowledgement of the other
hazards caused by tropical cyclones or any assessment regarding their relative significance.
Such answers also lacked evidence and tended to be a list of impacts caused by coastal
flooding, rather than an assessment of the view that coastal flooding is the most significant
hazard resulting from tropical cyclones.

At the upper end of Level 2, candidates began to provide evidence using case-study material
and offer AO3 assessment regarding the relative significance of coastal flooding in various
locations. However, other hazards resulting from tropical cyclones were often omitted and
therefore an assessment of the view that coastal flooding is the most significant hazard was
unbalanced.

The most successful Level 3 answers provided evidenced, case-study material to support
their more holistic judgements, considering the significance of coastal flooding in
comparison to other hazards resulting from tropical cyclones such as landslides, strong
winds and heavy rainfall.

GCSE Geography B1GB0O 01 16



In this question, up to four additional marks will be awarded for your spelling,
punctmtlon, grammar and use of specialist terminology.
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/--.. Examiner Comments
This is a typical mid level 2 response which scores 5 marks with an
additional 3 for SPAGT (spelling, punctuation, grammar and specialist
terminology).

The candidate identifies a range of hazards associated with tropical
cyclones with some attempt at assessment. However, the impact of
these hazards is somewhat generic with the answer lacking any
evidenced case-study detail.
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(f) Assess the view that coastal flooding Is the main physical hazard caused by
tropical cyclones. 1GRAS1ALS, TTHAm

I TGy (8)
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(Total for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology = 4 marks)
(Total for Question 1 = 34 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 34 MARKS

HORILal YLIENES IS the augmented fitn ok Spread OfAitRasR . NN Buidings ase

Aestroyed, ﬂ*‘mmm_-,indwtmomg QUL WNRIR Tanitartidyaems ae sparie,

N\nn3 PROMR end up OO squj PACIKRA rBGernar in frrugee (Camps oF Lm Py onthne
SACRRYS 5 n Mannal oneMinien people welR Rix notne\ess withmu\ju e atd

41om NHGROOUIAG GIRIAMENES , UL o the ciost Proxifing, disease spread \ike
WAAER o Way SINQIY INCUTA0N e SR OF IR WA 6 1A 6F NeaITNCare, NRAR

MAGNT EYINgG e QVer 130 6OG peopie mtenu\j dead . Houvoeves, NS NeLds RETRT
‘sismﬁmf\tﬁ. whan oastal f\ﬁbﬁihﬁq"i W "‘jﬁt KG\lkj o0y 5"‘(\?5-“%11 an c[ue'\qggna

COUNTIIZS WONG TANAGE ALEOID NROITNTA (R QN (f ARk CNOIY pary 4 tarQiysed oy
XERINGY fACrOfs tutn A5 windineas anag {mmmcj thor AANCY Nermeg

D'l?.‘iu\\, dﬁ.ﬁvi\‘t '\Q\'\Q\,tq“ ond d“ﬁﬁ.‘ﬂ noidin POTAnR,

E\mdma Bine main Paysicor naraca mmedb\jnuprmi (yuones . Nee oy Aaees

X TICH ALY ng uNNies, uriral\lo (otmed Mo foundaton Of wnicw
the AR IRUCRON Bf KANINA TN N2 WA WAL builkueon., fusineimore, it atds hoaatd s

Sutnas :
BAINALE Ot saturare e eafth, nence, QHARACNG My opinien,

VioRueve that (oastal

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 01 20



™

, <
« {ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments
This is an excellent response to this question, which scores 8 marks
with 4 for spelling, punctuation, grammar and specialist terminology.

It contains an excellent level of understanding covering some of the
different hazards associated with tropical cyclones (AO2) and offers
assessment regarding their relative significance throughout the
response, making judgments regarding their impacts which are fully
evidence based (AO3).

The answer is somewhat lengthy, perhaps reflective of the additional
time candidates had to formulate responses in the 2022 series.
Whereas the additional material outside of the lined area allocated for
the question is very well-written, sufficient AO2 and AO3 material has
been included within the lined area to score the full 12 marks.

Note, that SPAGT does not have to be perfect to score the full 4 marks.

\ Examiner Tip

Remember to make judgements to score AO3 marks. In assess
questions, these are commonly obtained by deciding which factors are
the most important in your answer. Also, back up your judgements
with evidence - this means including case study material.
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Question 2 (a)(ii)

Many candidates were able to identify a reason for variations in maternal mortality rates,
usually differences in healthcare provision. However, no subsequent explanation followed
therefore resulting in the candidate scoring one mark. Other candidates, such as in the
example below, offered two separate reasons for variations in maternal mortality rates
without explaining either one.

(i) Explain one reason why maternal mortality rates differ between countries.

..... Ths A0Pe

| the ]e“lOCln me. MNa nolbtgmt-a{‘

(2)

ire bebheen countrres beecuge

e Gmayny ok octors fo. pukiembs retem megs

__,
/

[
e

N ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments

Here, the candidate offers two reasons why maternal mortality rate
may vary between countries without any explanation. The response
therefore scores 1 mark.

be good?

" \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
'Explain' nearly always means 'say why'. Make sure you offer
explanation. In this response, why may the doctor to patient ratio not
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Question 2 (b)(i)

This mathematical question examined the ability of candidates to calculate the mean of a set
of numbers. As is the case for all two mark 'calculate' questions, the marks are scored by
demonstrating appropriate working out and the correct answer.

The vast majority of candidates scored two marks by totalling the mean annual levels of air
pollution to give 884 and then dividing this figure by the number of cities, in this case 7. The
guestion required candidates to give their answer to one decimal place.
(i) Calculate the mean annual level of air pollution shown in Figure 5.
Answer to one decimal place.

You must show your working.
o120+ TRU LIRS 112 9 43¢ 4135= F3u
MU=/ 1.T

(2)

...... [76:2.9 Pm2s5
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,

¥ / ResultsPlus
/--.‘: Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate scores one mark for demonstrating
their working out. However, the answer is not given to one decimal
place and therefore scores 1 mark.

< ResultsPlus
KL

Examiner Tip
Two mark 'calculate' questions have one mark for your working out
and one mark for the correct answer. Read the questions carefully,
checking if you need to answer to a decimal place.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

This was a very accessible question and it was pleasing to see the overwhelming majority of
candidates gaining the mark. Many candidates were able to simplify the ratio to 1:6 although
this was not necessary to receive the mark. Any suitable ratio was credited, with frequent
answers being 20:120 and 2:12. It is worth reiterating to candidates that 1 mark calculation
answers only require the correct answer.
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Question 2 (¢)

In this two mark, explain 'one' question, candidates were asked to identify one way rapid
economic development has had a positive impact on the environment.

A considerable number of candidates suggested that countries had more money to spend on
the environment but failed to explain say how this money would be spent so therefore did
not score the additional explanation mark. Higher scoring responses tended to draw on
technological advances in alternative energy and on the growing interest in environmental
protection.

(c) Explain one way that rapid economic development has a positive impact on the
ﬁ environment.

One oy is that the

(2)

N
\( / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This is a strong response scoring 2 marks.

The candidate identifies that as a consequence of rapid economic
development, countries will have more money available. The extension
which states that the country can invest this money in environmentally
friendly energy sources scores the second mark. The candidate also
gives an example of alternative energy resources, however, both marks
have already been scored by the end of the first sentence.
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Question 2 (d)(ii)

This was an accessible question with the majority of candidates obtaining both marks. A bar
chart was by far the most commonly suggested data presentation technique. Candidates
obtaining both marks then went on to describe how the axis of the bar chart would represent
the data to score the second mark. Several candidates responded with a labelled drawing of
a bar chart which was also creditworthy.

(ii) Describe another data presentation technique that could be used to show the

changes in GDP shown in Figure 6.

w. ker. .0 deac  compasen..

.................................... betwesn /490 ang. 2919,

You may use a diagram in your answer.
(2)

N / ResultsPlus
/---t Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate offers both a written and graphical
response to the question although does not give quite enough detail in
either to score the two marks.

If the axis of the graph had been labelled correctly then a second mark
could have been awarded without the subsequent description.

1 mark.

.':.’" ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
In this type of question where you may use a diagram in your answetr,
either provide a fully labelled diagram or a sufficiently detailed written
description, identifying a technique and describing how it would look if
drawn.
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Question 2 (e)

Candidates found this question particularly challenging.

Many candidates did not know the meaning of advances in communication. Others confused
advances in communications with the ability to communicate in a specific language.

Of those candidates who were successful, there was often reference to a developments in
mobile phone technology or internet availability. 'Advances in communications'is a
specification term, which candidates should have encountered during their course. As is
always the case, the wording for all questions in the series will come directly from the
specification. Therefore, it is important that candidates are supported to learn key
geographical terminology. Several candidates identified that developments in transport
infrastructure have encouraged foreign direct investment which has increased the availability
of jobs.

(e) Explain one way advances in communications have helped the economic

development of a named emerging country.
(3)

Named emerging country: . Indee~
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/'-—-t Examiner Comments
In this response, the candidate identifies that advances in
communications have encouraged transnational corporations (TNC'S)
to locate in India which has subsequently created jobs. This scores two
marks.

However, throughout the responses, the candidate does not mention
any 'advances in communications'. They allude to modern
infrastructure but rather than referencing transport or internet
infrastructure, they refer to developments in the built in environment
(offices).

2 marks.

ResultsPlus
o\

Examiner Tip
Complete a glossary of key words from the specification.
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Question 2 (f)(ii)

The vast majority of candidates received at least one mark for this question, but only a third
went on to gain all three marks.

Some candidates wrote extensively, listing all the characteristics of the pyramid that were
representative of a developing country instead of concentrating on one characteristic as is
demanded in the question.

(ii) Suggest one way Figure 7 provides evidence that South Sudan is a developing

country.
(3)

N

~ ‘{ ResultsPlus
/—-._ Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response scoring three marks.

The candidate identifies that South Sudan has a large number of
children being born for the first mark. The reasons for this are then
fully explained.
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Question 2 (g)

This was another 'explain two' question worth four marks.

Many candidates scored 2 out of 4 marks as they used the country’s geographic location and
ease of trade for both factors, in slightly different guises. The best answers used this once,
typically a country's coastline and therefore ability to trade with other nations and then a
different locational factor was identified and explained to gain all four marks. Several
candidates attempted to explain locational advantages which are not geographically
accurate. For example, India sharing a land border with China and subsequent trade flows
was identified as a locational advantage whereas in reality, the Himalayas restricts any trade.

Some candidates identified a locational factor which restricts the economic development of a
country such as being landlocked, near a mountainous border, or identified arid areas within
a country leading to regional inequalities.

(g) Explain two ways that the location of an emerging country you have studied has
influenced its development.

(4)
Named emerging country: ... 20C (ORGO" oo
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\/ 1{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

Here, the candidate identifies two separate locational factors and
explains how they influence the development of the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

4 marks.
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Question 2 (h)

As was the case for question 3i, this question proved particularly challenging for less-able
candidates, although far fewer blank responses were recorded in this series, likely as a
consequence of the additional time which was allocated to candidates.

Level 1 candidates often wrote, short, generic answers consisting of vague information as to
why some of the world's countries are relatively poor. Both colonialism and neo-colonialism
are specification terms but both, particularly neo-colonialism, were poorly understood by
candidates operating at Level 1.

At Level 2, candidates were able to differentiate between colonialism and neo-colonialism
and their contribution to inequalities although there was often an absence of AO3 evaluation.

There were many examples of detailed Level 3 answers which offered an evaluation of the
impacts of colonialism and neo-colonialism and provided location specific evidence to
substantiate answers. There were some exceptional responses which began by introducing
Frank’s dependency theory, used case study examples such as India, highlighting both
positive and negative aspects of colonialism, and attempted balanced AO3 judgements. Such
candidates argued that despite independence, the development of countries is being
restricted by neo-colonialism referring to examples such as plantations in Malawi and
emerging superpower nations such as China exploiting mineral wealth in Africa.

Some candidates cited the example of Ethiopia, a country which never experienced
colonialism which is now lagging behind in terms of development when compared to
countries which did experience colonialism.
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(h) Evaluate the importance of historical factors (colonialism and neo-colonialism) in the
growth of global inequalities.
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__(Total for Question 2 =30 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 30 MARKS
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%ﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a strong answer, which:

e contains an excellent level of detail covering the contribution of
colonialism and neo-colonialism to global inequalities (AO2)

e offers evaluation of the impacts of colonialism and neo-colonialism,
making judgements throughout (AO3)

e Shows deeper thinking by concluding that whereas historical factors
are important, physical factors are more significant in their
contribution to global inequalities.

8 marks

33 GCSE Geography B 1GB0 01



(h) Evaluate the importance of historical factors (colonialism and neo-colonialism) in the
growth of global inequalities.
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/'--. Examiner Comments

This is a typical mid level 2 response.

The candidate identifies issues caused by both colonialism and neo-
colonialism demonstrating AO2 understanding.

However, there is no evaluation (AO3) offered other than a very brief
conclusion which states that colonialism and neo-colonialism have
made poor countries poorer and rich countries richer.

Throughout the response, there is no specific evidence provided to
help substantiate the answer. The inclusion of this and some more
detailed evaluative comments would have propelled this response into
level 3.

5 marks.

T\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Underline key geographical words in the question - this will help focus

your answer.

Remember to include judgements in your response. Half of the marks
available in this style of question are for balanced, evidence-based
judgements.
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Question 3 (a)(iii)

This was a well-answered question with the majority of candidates achieving two marks.
Various methods were illustrated to calculate the forecasted urban population of Africa in
2050 with candidates needing to calculate 20% of the forecasted global urban population in
2050 of 6.5 billion. Most commonly, candidates multiplied 6.5 billion by 0.2 (20%) to obtain
the correct answer of 1.3 billion.

(iii) In 2050, globally there are forecast to be 6.5 billion people living in urban
areas.

Calculate the number of people forecast to be living in urban areas in Africa
in 2050.

You must show your working.
(2)

..lf....n.....j ........... billion

™,
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N / ResultsPlus
/--.‘: Examiner Comments

Here, the candidate provides the correct answer of 1.3 billion.
Unfortunately, no working out is shown, therefore limiting the
response to 1 mark.

.':.’" ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
When 'calculate’ questions are worth two marks and the question
states 'you must show your working', there is one mark available for
your working out and one mark for the correct answer.
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Question 3 (b)

Most candidates had a good understanding of the why the population can decrease in urban
areas with the majority scoring two marks. Some candidates, although a minority, confused
the terms 'urban' and 'rural’, instead referring to population decline in rural areas.
Significantly, candidates referred to contemporary urban population decrease, citing the
decline in office-based work in city centre locations and the subsequent movement of people
to less expensive rural locations. Many candidates also accurately explained the process of
counterurbanisation and the reasons for it.

(b) Explain one reason why the population has fallen in some urban areas.
(2)
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\( { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response identifies a reason for the decline in the population of
urban areas and complements this with several reasons as to why
counterurbanisation is happening. Only one extension, such as
'cleaner air', is sufficient to score the second mark.
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Question 3 (c)

The majority of candidates were able to complete the pie chart successfully, utilising the data
for Nepal, Pakistan and India.

A surprising number of candidates were unable to accurately illustrate the data as shown in
the example below.

(c) Study Figure 9, a ple chart showing the origin of international migrants living in
Doha, the capital city of Qatar, in 2020.

olo Sri Lanka 8%
“\6{0 1

A

/ Egypt 8%

Philippines 11%

, ™~ Iran 13%
palistafl 209,

Nepal 15%e

Figure 9

Plot the data from the table below to complete the pie chart in Figure 9.

(3)

Nepal 15
India 25
Pakistan 20
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\( / ResultsPlus
/'--t Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate accurately completes the segment of
the pie chart for India but the data for the other two countries is not
accurately represented.

This response scores 1 mark.
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Question 3 (d)

In this two mark explain question, the greatest barrier to full marks seemed to be candidates
misinterpreting the question and missing out the impact regeneration has on the population
of an area. Responses then became focused on the impacts of regeneration in general,
rather than how it can affect the number of people living in the area. Many candidates
focussed on regeneration making the place look better or increasing jobs in the area
therefore leading to in-migration. A broadly equal number of candidates preferred to
attribute regeneration to population decline with some excellent answers attributing
gentrification to a rise in house prices and therefore people moving out of urban areas to
cheaper locations.

(d) Explain one impact of regeneration on the number of people living in
urban areas.

(2)

™

\/ / ResultsPlus

/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This is an example of incomplete explanation. The candidate identifies
that the population of regenerated areas may increase as a
consequence of there being more space for house building but offers
no explanation as to why regeneration of areas sometimes equates to
more space being available.

1 mark.

i ResultsPlus
D

Examiner Tip
Explain your answers fully using explanatory language.

GCSE Geography B 1GB0O 01 40



Question 3 (e)(ii)

This question was well answered by many students. Candidates made good use of terms
such as ‘positive correlation’ and associated terminology. Successful candidates were able to
access full marks for this question by correctly identifying the trend, anomalies, and make
use of data to support their answer. Some candidates went down explanatory routes when
formulating their response when the question asked for description. Some candidates did
not make use of data in their answers, therefore limiting themselves to two marks.

(ii) Describe the relationship shown in Figure 10. Use numeric data in your
answer.

\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a strong response scoring all three marks. The
trend is correctly stated, an anomaly to the trend is identified and data
is used to support the answer.

3 marks.

T4\ ResultsPlus
\\ Examiner Tip
Read the questions carefully. Underline the command word - in this

case 'describe’. Also, if the question asks you to use data then do so!
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Question 3 (g)

The most widespread response was that informal jobs are not subject to taxation whereas
formal jobs are taxed. Very few candidates addressed why this is the case and therefore
many candidates did not access the second mark. Of all the misconceptions amongst the
cohort, one of the most recurrent is that people prefer to take informal jobs as a way to
avoid paying tax. Successful, two mark answers, identified that as there is no monitoring by
the government, informal sector employment is not taxed whereas the opposite is the case
for formal employment.

(g) Explain one difference between formal and informal employment.

WO Aeest
Yoel are bved
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--t Examiner Comments

This is a typical one mark response. The taxation difference between
informal and formal employment is identified but there is no
subsequent explanation as to why this is so.

1 mark.

- .'::"' . ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Make use of linking words in your answers such as 'because' or
'therefore'. These are helpful in 'explain' questions, because they
identify that one thing leads to another.

GCSE Geography B 1GB0 01 42



Question 3 (h)

This question examined the candidates' knowledge and understanding of bottom-up
strategies in their chosen megacity in either an emerging or developing country. Those
candidates with case-study knowledge and understanding provided answers that were
location specific in terms of detail and showed more comprehension of the bottom-up
concept and were able to identify aspects of bottom-up strategies and explain how they have
helped the lives of citizens. The most common answers were those that referred to various
bottom up strategies in Mumbai such as Lok Seva Sangam (LSS) and the impact that the
project has had on the health of residents. More generic answers tended to be very
generalised, usually mentioning the community-driven nature of bottom-up strategies or
their low cost of implementation.

(h) Explain two advantages of bottom-up strategies in a named megacity in a
developing or emerging country.

(4)
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N / ResultsPlus

/'-—-t Examiner Comments

This answer clearly follows the 2x2 approach, recommended to
successfully answer four mark, 'explain two' questions. Two
advantages of bottom-up strategies are identified and are then both
clearly explained.

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Go through the syllabus making a note of the specific case-studies you
need to cover. In this section of the syllabus, you are asked to focus

upon a megacity in a developing or emerging country.
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(h) Explain two advantages of bottom-up strategies in a named megacity in a
developing or emerging country.
(4)

Named megacity: DML o
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Examiner Comments

This answer is competent but lacks enough specific locational detail
and could apply to any megacity. The response therefore scores 3
marks. It is worth reiterating to candidates that questions focussing on
their chosen megacity are worded in such a way that they are given the
opportunity to demonstrate their case-study knowledge.

3 marks
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Question 3 (i)

The most common areas of discussion were Mumbai and Lagos, although any megacity in a
developing or emerging country was a suitable selection. More commonly, candidates
demonstrated sound AO2 understanding in terms of the reasons for the relatively recent
population growth, attributing this mainly to rural-urban migration, coupling this with a range
of push and pull factors.

Fewer candidates were able to successfully engage with historical factors for population
growth. Those that did often referenced specific physical features such as Mumbai's deep-
water port and the impact of colonial development.

At Level 1, answers tended to be a generic list of reasons why the population of a city may
increase, usually urban pull factors with no specific megacity evidence and no AO3
judgements made.

At Level 2, candidates began to incorporate case-study detail and attempted to differentiate
between past and present reasons for population growth although AO3 judgements were
unsubstantiated. For example, candidates said that rural-urban migration is significant
without offering any specific evidence to affirm this judgement.

The best answers included case study specific understanding (AO2) and evidenced based
judgments (AO3) regarding the relative significance of the identified population growth
factors. Such answers often offered an overview of the development of the historical
development of the megacity for example, the port created an opportunity to trade, the
trade then attracted TNCs which now encourages rural-urban migration and attributed a
significance weighting to each stage of the population growth of the megacity.
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(i) For a named megacity in a developing or emerging country, assess the reasons
for past and present trends in population growth. ;
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____(Total for Question 3 = 30 marks)

%jR&suﬁsﬂlﬁ
Examiner Comments

This response has the basis of a strong answer. The candidate
identifies several reasons for the growth of Mumbai's population.
However, the candidate does not engage fully with the question. There
is no attempt to differentiate between past and present reasons for
the growth of the city and AO3 judgements where the candidate
should attempt to 'assess the reasons' are lacking.

Level 2 - 4 marks.

S
T

M4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Think about how this answer could be improved and be made a level 3

answer. Focus upon differentiating between past and present reasons

for the the growth of the city and also making judgements about the
importance of each of the reasons for growth.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Questions are formulated using the wording from the specification. This year, many
candidates lost marks by not understanding the meaning of key terms, for example:
‘advances in communications’ in Q2(e) or 'bottom-up approaches' in Q3(h). Centres should
prepare candidates for the exam using the wording from the specification. Candidates
should also be encouraged to produce a glossary of the meaning of key words from the
specification.

e Itisimportant that candidates are given the opportunity to practice the accuracy of their
graphical skills. In Q3(c) inaccurate representation of the provided data was quite
common.

e Centres should prepare candidates to differentiate between the command words ‘assess’
and ‘evaluate’ in the extended response questions. In extended responses, candidate
answers should have an element of balance between AO2 and AO3. Answers that focus
heavily on one of the assessment objectives to the detriment of the other cannot advance
beyond Level 2. Page 39 of the specification provides detailed guidance on the use of the
assessment objectives. The extended writing responses often require candidates to
include case study knowledge, with questions being worded to provide candidates the
opportunity to refer to their case-study material.

¢ |In questions where candidates are asked to explain, suggest or describe two factors, it is
important that they use sufficiently different factors to obtain the full marks available. In
addition, candidates should include a sufficient number of developmental links reflecting
the mark tariff.

¢ In'explain' and 'suggest' questions, candidates should be given opportunities to make use
of explanatory language such as making use of phrases such as 'this is because’, or 'this
means that'.

e There will always be some questions that require candidates to perform a calculation
(AO4). It is essential that candidates have a calculator with them. It is also important to
read the question carefully. For example, if the question states that they should 'show your
workings' or give the answer to one decimal place it is important that they do so.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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