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Introduction
This paper forms Component 1 of the linear assessment series for the Edexcel B (9-1) Geography

specification.

Paper 1 is an issues-based paper, covering a range of physical and human geography content. It is a

90-mark paper, broken into three 30-mark sections, with each section covering one topic within the

specification. Four additional marks are allocated to the extended writing question within Question

(Q) 02 – the Development Dynamics section. These marks are for correct spelling, punctuation, and

the accurate use of grammar and specialist terminology (SPGST).

The questions are designed to increase in difficulty within each section, culminating in an 8-mark

extended writing question. The 'ramp' resets at the beginning of each section. All questions are

compulsory. The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short open response, calculations and

8-mark extended writing questions. The exam command words, which are used in this paper, are

defined on page 49 of the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the

Assessment Objectives (AOs).

Many candidates demonstrated a high level of geographical understanding throughout the paper,

demonstrating an ability to analyse a variety of resources, effectively interpret the exam command

words, and make detailed judgements in the extended writing questions. It was encouraging to see

candidates of all abilities being able to identify factors relevant to such questions, although the less-

able candidates did find the evaluation of geographical information and making judgements

element (AO3) difficult.

Answers that required case study information needed to be formulated carefully by candidates.

Often, as in the case of Q01(g) and Q02(g), questions required candidates to demonstrate their

understanding of issues in a country at a specific level of development. By selecting case study

content that is at an inappropriate level of development, answers 'demonstrate isolated elements

of concepts and the interrelationships of places', which is a Level 1 descriptor. Candidates should

be made aware of the definitions of different levels of development, which may be found on page

48 of the specification.

Q01(c)(ii) proved to be challenging for a large number of candidates, who were unable to describe

how social media can be used to assess the impact of a tropical cyclone. This is a specification

integrated skill, which the candidates should cover. In future series', ensuring that candidates are

prepared for questions that have their origins in the 'detailed content’ as well as the 'integrated

skills' part of the specification is recommended – see the Edexcel Geography (9-1) B specification for

details.

Time-management may have been an issue for some candidates; some of the later extended

writing questions had brief answers and often only offered generic points. In contrast, some of the

earlier short answers had responses that were overlong. Candidates need to pay close attention to

the mark tariffs and the expectations of length of response, using the number of lines provided as

their guide.

This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and comments for a

selection of questions. Usually, this exemplification will be taken from questions that required an

extended candidate response.
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Question 1 (a) (ii)

The vast majority of candidates were familiar with the term 'range' and were able to determine that

the highest annual monthly average temperature was 42° Celsius and the lowest was 30° Celsius,

giving a range of 12 degrees.

Question 1 (b) 

Many candidates found this question challenging.

There was a lot of confusion between high and low pressure, and whether air is rising or sinking.

This led invariably to candidates being unable to determine whether or not the area was likely to

have high or low amounts of rainfall. A further misconception was that areas near the equator are

warm, therefore they are dry.

The most common route to two marks was to identify that arid areas are characterised by high

pressure, with the extension mark coming from the idea that dense/descending air holds very little

moisture.

Here, the candidate identifies that high pressure areas are

associated with aridity and extends this, explaining why high

pressure areas have low rainfall totals.

2 marks

In 'explain one' questions worth two marks, look to identify a

relevant factor for the 1st mark and extend your point to gain

the additional mark
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Question 1 (c) (i)

The most obvious issue with this question was the misunderstanding of the term 'ratio'.

The mathematical and statistical skills that candidates need to cover are outlined on page 38 of the

specification. For those candidates who understood the concept, this was a very accessible

question and it was pleasing to see the overwhelming majority of candidates gaining the mark.

Many candidates were able to simplify the ratio to 1:4 although this was not necessary to receive

the mark. Indeed, any suitable ratio was credited, with frequent answers being 1800:7200 and 3/12.

It is worth reiterating to candidates that 1 mark calculation answers only require the correct

answer. There were examples of time-consuming long division given in answers, which was

unnecessary.

It is good practice to simplify ratio by dividing the numbers in

the ratio by the highest common factor, as shown here.

1 mark
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Practise all of the mathematical and statistical skills outlined

in the specification.
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Question 1 (c) (ii)

This question focussed on an integrated skill in Section 1.5a of the syllabus. Almost half of the

candidates gained 2 marks.

Given the widespread usage of social media, it was somewhat surprising to see relatively few

responses making reference to social media platforms.

Successful answers tended to make reference to the ability to take pictures or record footage of

tropical cyclones and then to share/upload this to social media. It was evident that some candidates

had a very good understanding of the intricacies of social media, with answers making reference to

hash-tagging and the geo-location abilities of platforms such as Facebook and Instagram.

In weaker responses, candidates made reference to other abilities of their devices such as the use

of applications, or the ability to access news reports through the internet. In doing so, candidates

ignored the focus on social media in the question.

Here, the candidate proposes that social media, applications,

and the internet, are all one and the same.

0 marks

Ensure that you:

underline key words in the question

are familiar with the integrated skills in the specification
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This response gains 2 marks but the candidate wastes vital

time by repeating the question in the first two lines of their

response.

In lines 3 and 4, the idea of taking pictures and then

uploading them gains marks.

2 marks

There is no need to rewrite questions – time is precious.

Identify key words and phrases in a question and underline

them.
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Question 1 (c) (iii)

Q01(c)(iii) required candidates to identify a reason why the economic cost of tropical cyclones

varies. This would include a mark for identifying a factor relating to why the level of impact varies,

with two developmental marks for an explanation of that factor.

Overall, this was a well-attempted question. The most common approach linked the level of

development caused by the development of a country to the overall economic cost.

Some candidates, although a minority, restricted their answer by not extending the explanation

fully. For example, a developed country like the USA would have a greater economic impact

because they have a more developed infrastructure. This was not fully extended to cover the idea

that such infrastructure is often extremely expensive to repair. Other candidates gave two separate

reasons why the economic cost of tropical cyclones varies, without fully extending either.

'Explain one' questions, which are worth 3 marks, require the identification of a relevant factor (for

instance the level of development) and a double development of that same point, to gain the full 3

marks.

This response identifies a reason why the economic cost of

tropical cyclones varies – a country's level of development.

It complements this with two extensions, explaining why

tropical cyclones in developing countries often have a lower

economic cost.

3 marks
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Avoid the temptation to make two separate points in 'explain

one' questions.

Aim to identify one factor and provide the sufficient number

of explanatory points to gain full marks.
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Question 1 (d) (i)

This, as intended, required candidates accurately to interpret a graphical resource.

Whilst the question was well-attempted, a significant number of candidates made only one

comparison between the highest and lowest sea level projections and therefore restricted

themselves to one mark.

More-successful candidates included data when comparing the projected rise by 2100, which they

manipulated to calculate the range in the projections – in this case, 180cm.

Less-successful candidates read the data inaccurately from the graph and therefore limited the

number of marks that could be awarded.
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In this response the candidate receives a mark for stating

accurately that the highest projection rises to 200cm by 2100,

whereas the lowest rises to 20cm.

The second part of the answer begins to offer potential

explanation for the projections, which the question does not

require.

1 mark

When presented with a graphical resource, attempt to use the

data in your answer.

In comparison questions, aim to use comparative language,

for example 'whereas' and 'in comparison'.
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Question 1 (d) (ii)

Candidates were expected to identify and extend two points. It is therefore a 2x2 question.

Most candidates were able to identify that the overall rise in the projections is due to melting ice

sheets/thermal expansion and climate change. Many candidates were unable to explain why there

were differences between the highest and lowest projections.

The most frequent answers focussed on the adoption of renewable energies, subsequently

lowering sea level rise projections. Some candidates then offered a mirrored, business-as-usual

approach for high sea level projections. In this style of question, it is important that the factors

identified are suitably different, in order to gain full marks.

With the question stipulating that data from Figure 3 must be used in the answer, a small number

of candidates restricted their answer to 3 marks by not doing so. Questions such as this targeted a

combination of AO2 and AO3. AO2 examined candidates' ability to demonstrate understanding and

AO3, in this case, focussed on candidates' ability to analyse geographical information.
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This candidate is able to identify two factors that could lead to

variations in sea level projection and extends both of them.

Marks are awarded for:

The movement away from fossil fuel consumption and

reduced greenhouse gas emissions (2)

Although not eloquently expressed, the candidate mentions

variations in population growth and subsequent variations

in energy usage (2)

4 marks

Always use data from resources if the question asks for it.
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Question 1 (e) 

Generally, Q01(e) was answered well. Responses were varied and included historical records such

as ice cores, tree rings, historical paintings or diary entries.

Having identified an appropriate historical record, some candidates did not link the record to past

climates and therefore only received 1 mark. A small group of candidates mistakenly identified the

causes of, or responses to, climate change.

In this response, the candidate identifies two historical

records, ice cores and tree rings.

Note that with this question being an 'explain one', only one

historical record can be credited.

A further mark is available for a valid explanation of what this

can tell us about past climates – not evident in this example.

1 mark

The two mark 'explain one' questions often require one mark

for the identification of a factor and a further mark for

explanation.
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This response shows a route taken frequently to access the

two marks.

An historical record is identified (drawings) with the example

of the Thames Frost Fair painting showing colder climatic

conditions, as an explanation.

2 marks
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Question 1 (g) 

The majority of candidates were able to discuss the basic differences between composite volcanoes

on convergent boundaries and shield volcanoes on divergent boundaries.

Weaker answers tended to focus simply on the shape differences between them, most identifying

that one was steep-sided whilst the other was flatter and wider.

The stronger responses not only focussed on this shape difference but also identified that this was

related to the viscosity of the lava and the time/length of travel before the lava solidifies.

The most successful answers included this detail, along with the gas content and the explosivity of

the volcanoes on the two boundaries.

The strongest answers also included detail of the andesitic lava of the composite volcanoes.

Some candidates did not answer the question concerning the differences and instead only

discussed the difference between the plate movements.

A significant number of answers confused the types of volcano and attributed erroneous

characteristics to the incorrect plate boundary.

This is a typical response.

A difference between volcano types is identified for 1 mark

but there is no explanation as to why this difference occurs.

1 mark

GCSE Geography 1GB0 01     17



Remember in 'explain one' questions, one factor needs to be

identified and then developed with two explanatory points.
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Question 1 (h) 

Earthquakes were by far the most popular choice to assess the importance of primary and

secondary impacts, with Haiti the most commonly chosen emerging/developing location. Answers

were often richly-evidenced with many impacts – usually correctly identified as primary/secondary.

This was a good choice because candidates had many very specific impacts to assess. The cross-

over between primary and secondary was clear enough for a large range of candidates to be able

to categorise, discuss and judge.

Frequently, candidates laid out paragraphs for each category of impacts, which allowed accurate

AO2 knowledge and understanding to be displayed clearly. Generally, they went on to judge the

severity/significance of the impacts against each other in a summative paragraph, which gave them

access to AO3 credit.

The better Level 3 answers tended to assess the importance of their chosen impacts throughout

the text, so demonstrating a more holistic approach. Successful candidates finalised their answer

with a decision as to which type of impacts were worse and why. Sometimes, they re-iterated what

they considered to be to the most important aspect or why they believed this to be so.

Less frequent was a final paragraph that brought in a new piece of strong evidence that reinforced

the decision very coherently in support of the argument. These candidates tended to achieve 8/8

marks.

Weaker answers lost the focus of the question and did not evaluate the differing impacts but simply

listed them. There were several candidates that gave very generalised impacts that could have

belonged to any event. Therefore, they were unable to demonstrate their AO2 knowledge very well,

and gained few marks.

Level 1 answers tended to be characterised by candidates who did not outline clearly the difference

between primary and secondary impacts, or gave information that was really a list of impacts.

Lower mark ranges tended not to show any assessment or there was a significant lack of balance in

their argument.

Several candidates chose location studies correctly but failed to apply their impressive AO2

knowledge to the question. They simply wrote all they knew about that earthquake/eruption,

paying little attention to categorising the impacts or assessing their significance. They had learned

the facts in a rote manner but were unable to deconstruct the relevant information as the question

demanded.

Some candidates either used no located example or referred to a developed country. Where

comments were relevant, they were credited appropriately.

It is important to remember that this paper requires candidates to learn six located examples of

geographical processes.

Look out for the globe symbol on the specification and produced detailed notes for each of these

located examples.
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This answer makes good use of the command word.

It adopts an approach that evaluates the relative importance

of both the primary and secondary impacts throughout the

response.

Located knowledge is detailed, reflective of a candidate who

has a high level of geographical understanding (AO2).

Assessments are supported by judgements throughout the

response (AO3) to attain full marks.

Level 3

8 marks
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Before embarking on your answer, underline the type of

country required by the question.
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Question 2 (a) (ii)

Generally, Q02(a)(ii) question was answered well, with the majority of candidates opting for Gross

Domestic Product (GDP) as their chosen economic measure.

Many candidates went on to explain that it measured the total amount of goods and services

produced in a country per year, as the example below demonstrates.

Some candidates confused Gross National Income (GNI) with GDP, whilst others stated it was an

average wage.

Those candidates who achieved no marks did not identify the ‘economic’ measure and explained

other ways of measuring development, such as life expectancy or literacy.

A very strong explanation of the economic indicator, GDP, is

given.

The candidate goes on to mention that a high figure equates

to higher levels of economic development, which is correct

but not required in this instance.

2 marks
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

The candidate identifies two disadvantages of the choropleth

mapping technique, to receive both marks.

2 marks

Make sure you are familiar with all of the mathematical and

statistical skills on page 38 of the specification.

They may be examined in any of the three components.
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Question 2 (b) (iii)

Candidates found this question challenging.

Many of the candidates received at least one mark for identifying corruption, dictatorships or

authoritarian governments as playing a role in causing inequalities. They found it difficult to explain

why these systems of governance may be problematic.

Those candidates who answered the question well were able to explain that government resources

may often be directed to one area of the country or group of people. They commented that this

benefitted that area or group but not others, and that often the poorest in society benefitted least.

Gender inequality was also a common response. Candidates still have difficulty with 3-mark

‘explain’ questions and the need to ‘double-develop’ one reason.

'Suggest' and 'Explain' are two very familiar command words. Both require an element of saying

why something may occur. The key difference is that 'suggest' encourages the candidate identify

potential explanatory reasons making use of their wider geographical knowledge. Such questions

tend to have a wide range of possible answers.

This is a typical response, which identifies a way governance

can cause inequality without going on to explain how this may

occur.

1 mark
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This is another 'identify one factor' question and provides the

opportunity for a double extension and three marks

Practise this style of question throughout your course

Question 2 (c) (i)

The vast majority of candidates were able to interpret the population pyramid correctly and identify

the 10-14 age group as being the group with the highest percentage population in 2019.

Question 2 (c) (ii)

This was another accessible question, with many of the candidates able to add the total

percentages of those in the 0-14 bracket together to obtain the correct answer of 19.1%

Question 2 (c) (iii)

This question was answered well, with candidates often using data to support their comparison.

Many of the candidates gained two marks for identifying accurately that in 2019 the pyramid was

more bottom-heavy (or had a higher birth rate) than 2050 and that in 2050 the population was

more ageing.

'Compare' is a command word, which some candidates sometimes found difficult. It is important

that candidates avoid purely descriptive comments and, where possible, incorporate comparative

language into their answers.
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This is a strong answer that makes good use of the resource

and is able to provide several comparative points.

3 marks

Practice using comparative language when answering this

style of question.
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Question 2 (d) 

Candidates found this question particularly challenging.

Many candidates did not know the meaning of intermediate technology. Others confused

intermediate technology with bottom-up development strategies. Of those candidates who were

successful, there was often reference to a relative cost or reliability and associated costs.

'Intermediate technology' is a specification term, which candidates should have encountered during

their course. As was the case last year, with the first paper in the series, the wording for all

questions in the series will come directly from the specification. Therefore, it is important that

candidates are supported to learn key geographical terminology.

Several candidates identified that intermediate technology can be expensive, which is true for the

poorest members of society. Other successful routes to answer the question highlighted that such

technology is often unreliable and may require repeated maintenance with associated costs.

This is good answer that follows the unusual approach of

using an example of intermediate technology to identify an

often inherent problem (that it is often only having an impact

in a small area) and provides an extension.

2 marks

Compile a glossary of key words from the specification.
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Question 2 (e) 

The most obvious issue with this question was a misunderstanding regarding the meaning of

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

Successful candidates were often able to gain two marks for stating that FDI created jobs and

therefore generated tax revenue/income for the country to invest/spend on infrastructure or

services.

This answer is a little wordy.

It observes that FDI creates jobs, which means an increased

tax revenue for the government.

2 marks

Try to get straight to the point when answering questions.

There is no need to repeat the question wording.
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Question 2 (f) 

This question was not answered particularly well because candidates did not connect the impact of

rapid economic development to the idea of different (specific) age groups. Consequently, most

responses were very generic.

The example below was the most frequent of the successful responses. They explained that the

elderly would get ‘left behind’ and that young migrants attracted to urban areas may be unable to

find affordable housing and, consequently, have to live in slum housing.

This answer identifies two negative impacts of rapid economic

development and is able to link these impacts to different age

groups.

4 marks

'Explain' nearly always means 'say why'
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Question 2 (g) 

This was the most challenging of the 8-mark questions.

Most candidates received marks at the top of Level 1 or the bottom of Level 2. They identified

correctly that transnational national corporations (TNCs)/FDI has played a role in changing

India/China from a primary based economy to one of secondary, and even tertiary, through call

centre outsourcing.

Better answers developed this point and related it to a dependence on India for the provision of

service industries.Some candidates confused the concept of BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India

China) and discussed them as if they were an economic bloc. Candidates tried to link ideas of free

trade between this grouping.

Weaker answers lost the focus of ‘international role’ and proceeded to write answers that discussed

the costs and benefits of economic growth in the country.

The strongest answers were able to relate economic growth to becoming a member of the G20 and

some were able to link their role in the Paris Agreement. Others brought in the idea of the influence

of ‘Bollywood’ in terms of global influence.

Very few candidates developed their answer past this point and found it difficult to assess the idea

of ‘extent’. Those that did, tended to explore the idea that there is still much poverty in India, which

is weakening its international role. Also, they discussed the idea that whilst TNCs are outsourcing,

India is still in a weaker position compared to more developed nations.
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This is a very strong answer that identifies reasons for India's

changing international role as a consequence of its

international development.

To gain the full mark allocation, the AO3 component of the

answer could be developed further, more directly to address

the 'extent to which' element of the question.

Level 3

7 marks

SpaG: 3 marks

Total: 10 marks
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Question 3 (a) (i)

The most frequent issue with this question was not one of accuracy nor misreading of axis but

purely one of identification.

There was a significant proportion of the cohort that simply omitted this question from their

answers. Given that there was a follow-up question and that the line was obviously unfinished, this

was unexpected and cost many candidates a relatively easy mark. When candidates attempted the

question, the vast majority were able to achieve the mark.

There was a small but significant group that did not receive the mark because they lacked accuracy

in plotting the information. Utilising graphical skills is part of the wider range of geographical skills

outlined on page 37 of the specification.

In order to build exam literacy, short, simple activities where candidates complete a variety of

graphs will increase their exposure to different graphical techniques and enhance their broader

geographical skill set.
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It is known that candidates are working with a variety of pens

and are under time pressure.

Here the candidate uses a broad-tipped pen and slightly

overshoots with their plotted line. However, the centre of the

plot is evidently going through the 58% line and receives the

mark.

1 mark

Make sure you have the necessary equipment for your

examination.

Rulers and calculators are essential.
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Question 3 (a) (iii)

This question was well-answered by most candidates.

The two-mark response most usually seen was a reference to rural-urban migration and a key

factor in this (eg jobs). There was breadth in the responses and many candidates described the

variations in natural increase between rural and urban areas either because of improved

healthcare or the migration of younger people to urban areas.

It was pleasing to see that candidates understood the processes involved in migration, with many

writing clear responses well within the space allocated to the question.

This candidate is able to identify a reason why the world's

population is becoming increasingly urban.

However, there is no explanatory extension to claim the 2nd

mark. Why is rural-urban migration happening?

1 mark

Develop your initial point in this style of question, to gain full

marks.
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Question 3 (b) 

Candidates generally answered this question well, although there was a number who identified

only one characteristic instead of the indicated two required. In the rush of an exam context it is

not unexpected, but is disappointing, to see able candidates making simple errors. When there are

five options, candidates are expected to choose two responses.

Question 3 (c) (i)

The mathematical requirement in geography papers challenges candidates to think about skills that

are taught predominantly in their maths lessons, applying them to a geographical context.

In Geography, the two marks available are for the correct answer and an appropriate manner of

working out. There was a variety of methods used, the simplest being calculating the difference

between the 1991 and 2016 populations. Candidates had to divide this figure by the 1991 (original)

population and then multiply by one hundred. Most candidates gave their answer correctly to one

decimal place and those that had used an appropriate method generally gained two marks.

The 'Maths for Geographers' guide, available on the Edexcel specification B website, provides

support, outlining the different maths requirements. This is a useful tool to use in conjunction with

maths departments in school to provide clarification on ways to teach maths and to reinforce

mathematical concepts.

This response shows the correct method and the correct

result, rounded to 1 decimal place.

2 marks
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Do not forget to show your working – there will be almost

always be credit for it.
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Question 3 (c) (ii)

Candidates answering this question successfully wrote concisely and, as a result, were able to gain

the full three marks in a short space of time. Those candidates that referred to an area of urban

growth, a direction growth has occurred and the extent of growth by using scale, gained full marks

quickly.

When accessing this type of question, candidates should be comfortable in approaching them at

different scales. Some were able to provide an holistic overview and used either scale or

proportional increases to signify growth eg four times bigger or has extended to 68km across.

Other candidates worked on a smaller scale, eg the area surrounding the airport has become more

urban to the south-west by approximately 12km. Both were equally creditworthy.

Candidates who attempted the question but did not gain credit wrote very generally, with

comments such as ‘it got bigger’ or ‘it has grown’ being characteristic of this type of answer. The

word ‘growth’ was in the question, so candidates needed to add further detail to gain credit.

This is a strong response that makes excellent use of the

resource. Indeed, the candidate receives full marks by line 3

of the response by:

giving a direction of growth

giving an area around which this has happened

making use of the scale

3 marks
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When presented with a resource containing a compass point

and a scale, attempt to make use of them in your response.
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Question 3 (c) (iii)

Most candidates were able to gain marks for this question, with direct reference to figure 8b

providing many of the opportunities for further extension. Candidates needed to extend both of

their answers to gain the full marks.

Some candidates spoke generally about the different challenges to be found in different megacities

but did not refer to the figure. Consequently, they were limited in the number of marks that they

could achieve.

This style of question targets AO2 and AO3. Candidates are not expected to know about Delhi, but

they should have known about issues in emerging world cities such as Delhi and be able to apply

their knowledge to the information shown. Candidates should therefore practise retrieving

knowledge from unfamiliar places and link this to their wider learning.

This is a full-mark response that makes good use of the

resource, as is required by the question.

The candidate is able to identify two challenges caused by

rapid urban growth and explain why these can be

problematic for megacity residents.

4 marks
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If the question asks you to use a resource, make sure that you

do so.

Question 3 (d) (i)

Most candidates gained the mark for this question. The most common error was misinterpreting

Detroit's population change as a positive, rather than a negative.

Question 3 (d) (ii)

The most successful candidates were able to suggest that planning regulation will slow down and

restrict growth. Such answers referred to combating urban sprawl by the enforcement of a

greenbelt or creating national parks, which halted growth in one area.

The question referred to the growth of cities and was spatially focussed. Less-successful candidates

commented on population growth and referred to stopping migration. These answers were not

credited.

This answer identifies that planning regulations can restrict

building in certain areas.

The candidate then gives a valid example of such an area

(national parks).

The candidate goes on to identify a link between planning

restrictions and the growth of a city – exactly what the

question requires.

2 marks
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Always look back at the question when writing your answer,

to ensure you have answered it effectively.
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Question 3 (e) 

A sizeable number of candidates had difficulty with the concept of deindustrialisation and were

unable to access this question. Examination fatigue may have been a contributing factor but the

different ways in which deindustrialisation occurs were not articulated by many candidates.

The most frequent responses were connected to the impact of reduced labour costs, in addition to

reduced costs of importing goods due to improved transport – often referring to containerisation.

Generally, these answers were linked to the impact and resulting deindustrialisation. Where

candidates fell short, it was in referring to the basic cause but not extending to include the impact

and resulting closure of factories.

Several candidates referred to the effects or impacts of deindustrialisation, for example the derelict

land or the loss of jobs for an area. Another sizeable contingent suggested that deindustrialisation

was a chosen path for countries or areas. This is a difficult concept for candidates to discuss, and

many were unable to respond concisely and gain the marks when answering this question.

A final group chose to state that deindustrialisation may be occurring by some countries attempting

to decarbonise their economy and therefore close factories. This was creditworthy, but again, it was

felt that this was rarely articulated appropriately. When discussing deindustrialisation, it is

important to describe this as a process, rather than what countries or regions generally choose to

do.

Two valid factors are identified and explained, enabling the

candidate to receive all of the marks available.

4 marks
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This is another 'explain two' question.

Identify two valid factors, as in the example above, and add

an explanatory point.
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Question 3 (f) 

It appears that an overwhelming majority of candidates are studying Mumbai and as a result most

answers were focussed upon the monorail and the Gorai garbage scheme.

The features of both projects meant that those who accessed the question were using simple

evaluation effectively. Therefore, it may be assumed that most candidates are aware of the

difference between top-down and bottom-up strategies: some candidates used the success of a

bottom-up strategy to affirm the challenges of a top-down technique.

In this question, there is obviously a strong relationship between the focus of the strategy and the

outcomes for local people. Most candidates made that connection and were able to evaluate the

social impact, either by referring to the extent of the monorail or the number of people affected by

the Gorai garbage scheme.

The overwhelming view of the candidates was that the monorail scheme was bad and the Gorai

garbage scheme was good. The usual route for building on this simplistic response was to link it to

social impacts or the environmental improvements, and determine the extent to which

improvements had been made.
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This is an excellent response to this question, which:

contains an excellent level of understanding covering some

of the different top-down strategies adopted in Mumbai

(AO2)

is evaluative throughout the response, making judgments

regarding the relative successes and failures of the various

schemes (AO3)

has a final concluding paragraph, which further addresses

the command word of the question, making summative

comments on the success of the schemes

Level 3

8 marks
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The coverage of a megacity in an emerging country is a key

part of the 'Challenges of an Urbanising World' content.

Go through the specification making detailed notes on your

chosen megacity.
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This candidate demonstrates a more simplistic

understanding, which:

demonstrates a more simplistic understanding of the

successes and failures of top-down strategies in Mumbai.

AO2 Level 2

occasionally makes judgements, although these are less

likely to be supported by specific evidence. AO3 Level 2

Level 2

5 marks
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Support your statements with evidence whenever possible.
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Paper Summary
All three of the components across the specification will always contain calculation questions, which

are focussing on AO4. The mathematical and statistical skills listed on page 38 of the specification

can be examined across any of the components. Centres should incorporate opportunities for

candidates to practise each of these skills during their delivery of the course. Additionally, it is

essential that candidates have a calculator in the examinations.

Candidates should be encouraged to think carefully about the amount of time they allocate to

particular questions. Short response questions, particularly those with the command words ‘state’

or ‘identify’ can be answered in a few words. By saving time with this style of question, candidates

will have a longer period in which to answer the extended ‘assess’ and ‘evaluate’ questions, which

carry a larger number of marks.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Questions are formulated using the wording from the specification. This year, many candidates

lost marks by not understanding the meaning of key terms, for example: ‘intermediate

technology’ in Q02(d). Centres should prepare candidates for the exam using the wording from

the specification. Candidates should also be encouraged to produce a glossary of the meaning of

key words from the specification

It is important that centres incorporate the ‘integrated skills’ into their delivery. Despite it being

an integral part of many candidates’ lives, surprising numbers were unable to describe how social

media can be used to assess the impact of tropical cyclones – an integrated skill in section 1.5a of

the specification

Centres should prepare candidates to differentiate between the command words ‘assess‘ and

‘evaluate’ in the extended response questions

In extended responses, candidate answers should have an element of balance between AO2 and

AO3. Answers that focus heavily on one of the assessment objectives to the detriment of the

other cannot advance beyond Level 2. Page 39 of the specification provides detailed guidance on

the use of the assessment objectives

The extended writing responses often require candidates to include case study knowledge, with

questions being worded to focus on locations at a specific level of development. Candidates

should be given ample opportunities to practise questions focussing on developing, emerging

and developed countries. Definitions of these terms can be found on page 48 of the specification

Generic answers, which could be applied to almost anywhere, rarely advanced beyond Level 1.

Candidates should be encouraged to provide evidence to substantiate their writing

Inaccurate case study selection almost always limits candidate answers to Level 1, with them

demonstrating ‘isolated elements of understanding of concepts and the interrelationship of

places, environments and processes’

In questions where candidates are asked to explain, suggest or describe two factors, it is

important that they use sufficiently different factors to obtain the full marks available. In

addition, candidates should include a sufficient number of developmental links reflecting the

mark tariff
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Questions immediately following a resource almost always will require that the candidates make

use of that resource in their answers. These questions are targeting AO3. Candidates should be

given ample practice with resource-based questions in their exam preparation

Candidates should be as accurate as possible when asked to complete graphs or diagrams

If provided, incorporating the use of a scale and compass points is good practice in resource-

based questions
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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