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Introduction
Examinations, such as this one, based on a pre-released Resource Booklet pose very 
different challenges to candidates than the more conventional papers. Given that 
candidates know the topic and, in some areas the focus too, the most significant element 
in discriminating across the range of candidates is how they interpret questions and how 
efficient they are in presenting the right evidence in the right places. This involves spotting 
the keywords in questions that moves them beyond the ‘write all you know about rural 
isolation’ approach to applying concepts rather than simply reciting unmediated knowledge 
lifted from the booklet. The questions were frequently structured as either two mark 
‘Outline one..’ or four mark ‘Suggest two…’. Better candidates had been trained to recognise 
that to provide a ‘second’ mark required some evidence from the booklet or an extended 
idea with which to support a basic ‘one mark’ answer. Similarly on the extended writing 
questions, especially for Questions 3(a) and 3(b), the stronger candidates saw the need to 
think beyond the sometimes accurate but self-limiting exercise of ‘lifting’ passages from the 
Resource Booklet by making linkages and qualifying their statements. 

Overall performance was very similar to last summer. There were relatively few obvious 
signs of time constraints. Question 3(b) often went into ‘overspill’, sometimes very 
productively. 
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Question 1 (a) (i)
As hoped, the vast majority of candidates found this opening question accessible. There was 
no consistency in the errors of the very few candidates who did not.

This response failed to score any marks.

This was a very unusual error.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (a) (ii)
There were almost no errors on this question.

This response was not awarded any marks.

This was also a very unusual error. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (c)
There were many correct answers but significant numbers did struggle here. The 
commonest error was to include the low birth rate and/or low fertility rate as an indicator 
of limited economic development. The omission of ‘high’ rate of natural increase suggested 
that some candidates simply didn’t understand the term given that the information that was 
available to them showed clearly a ‘typical’ pyramid for a country with very low levels of 
development.

No marks were awarded for this response.

This answer was typical of those that had 
a very hazy idea about how population 
dynamics relate to development.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (d)
This was accurately completed by the vast majority. The commonest reason for loss of 
marks was the simple omission of the question altogether.

No marks were awarded here.

This is an unusual, incorrect answer. The line 
does not reach the 2010 axis so (0), second 
point wrong as well (0) so total = 0 marks. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (e)
Most candidates managed to find two features without difficulty. The commonest reason 
for loss of marks was when candidates offered possible reasons why such a structure 
might develop. In other words they explained rather than described. These answers were 
not always accurate, as in ‘low death rate’, but even when they were, as with ‘high infant 
mortality’, they clearly did not address the identification of ‘features’ of the ‘age-sex 
structure’. 

This response scored both marks.

Pyramid is OK for 1 mark, age group 
identification is similar to that point but does 
identify cohort so another mark, thus total = 
2 marks. There are in fact four answers here. 
In this case it is not an issue given that all are 
correct. However, if the first answer had been 
incorrect examiners cannot substitute a second 
correct answer.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you deconstruct questions so that 
you know what is required. If asked for two 
features then just offer two!

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (f)
This was successfully answered by most. When candidates did drop a mark it was because 
they didn’t add any detail or data from the considerable amount that was available to them. 
The very few who failed to score any marks did so because they made a statement that, 
without any additional data, was wrong - thus ‘men are more likely to be infected than 
women’ is wrong but if ‘..in older age groups’ had been added then it would be a full mark 
answer.

This example scored both marks.

The explanation is redundant but two points are 
made - more young women - more older men. 
So 1+1 = 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Read the command word - don't 
'explain' unless you are asked to do so.

Examiner Tip
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This response was awarded 1 mark.

This candidate gets the general idea 
of gender difference (1) but then 
strays into explanation.

Examiner Comments

Don't explain unless asked to do so!

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (g)
There was a lot that could be offered here but answers were a little disappointing. The most 
obvious error was to start from the proposition that the population would fall which can only 
be credited if candidates had added either a time frame for this eventuality or qualified it 
by suggesting that the rate of growth would slow down. The best answers found sensible 
things to say about rising numbers of orphans or a comment about the age structure of the 
population by speculating on the most likely group to be infected using Figure 6.

This is an example of a typical weak response - we did not allow population decline unless a 
distant time scale was offered. 

Note that the first sentence is the question so no marks were 
awarded for the first part of the answer. The second part - 'death 
rate will increase' - is worth a mark (1) but what follows is not an 
extension of that point. In other words the candidate is having 
a third go at the answer. It is correct but cannot be credited. 
Consequently a total of 1 mark was awarded.
If the candidate had written nothing under point 1 then we would 
allow what would have become their second 'effect'. The question 
asked for two ideas with two marks attached to each so the 
answer needs one basic point and an extension for each.

Examiner Comments

Think about the meaning of questions - this should 
have made you think about slowing down growth 
and decline - two very different ideas!

Examiner Tip
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This response scored 3 out of the 4 marks available.

Death rates go up is worth 1 mark. 
For the second effect, 1 mark for money 
invested into research and the second mark 
for the development of the idea linking it to 
population 'preventing HIV spreading'. 
Total = 3 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)
This proved to be a good example of a question which produced significant numbers of 
answers that simply stated that ‘the roads are bad’ without reflecting that maybe some 
extension of that was needed for a second mark. That generally came in the form of some 
commentary about the distance from Ibanda or a reference to the absence of tarmac.

This is a 2 mark response.

The basic idea of roads problem (1) with a weak extension - 
'hard' is not helpful but the idea of difficulty for buses is just 
about enough for the second mark (1) so total = 2 marks.
If the answer had ended with 'it is increasingly hard' it would not 
have received credit because of the vagueness of the term 'hard'.
Candidates would be well advised to focus their answers clearly 
on the question asked. 

Examiner Comments

With a 2 mark question, such as this one, 
the answer requires a basic point and an 
extension through more detail or a deeper 
explanation.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
Once again there was a significant minority who didn’t see the need to be explicit about how 
their basic point, usually ‘too many mouths to feed’ could be a disadvantage. Those who 
did spell it out didn’t have far to travel intellectually when adding that this could cause food 
shortages and disease. 

This response scored both marks.

This answer gives the idea of not enough land (for 
1 mark) so consequentially not enough food is 
produced (for the second mark). Total = 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Take care with the wording of questions 
- this one was 'disadvantages'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
The vast majority of candidates managed to find two correct points here but the third was 
often very elusive. Some answers highlighted the importance of question interpretation on 
this paper - in particular the absence of any explicit reference to the (emboldened) cycle of 
poverty was slightly surprising. Candidates needed to draw the correct inference that low 
output and thus low income would lead to insufficient funds for investment in new seeds 
and/or technologies, rather than leaving it at ‘low income’ as many did with the cycle of 
poverty either not mentioned at all or simply stated as ‘low income leads to them staying 
in the cycle of poverty’. So, ultimately, many candidates answered the slightly different 
question: ‘Outline the impact of the size of smallholdings on the income of farmers’.

The following response was not awarded any marks.

This was a very unusual response which 
was unrelated to the question and made no 
rewardable points. To gain ANY credit there 
should be some link with the cycle of poverty.

Examiner Comments

Take care to review your answers, if 
you can, just to check that you have 
answered the question.

Examiner Tip
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This answer scored 2 marks.

This is a strong response with linked ideas from 
initial land-holding size (1) to consequences of that 
for production (1) to impact on disposable income. 
However, it does not get to the point about how to 
escape the cycle of poverty. Total = 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

Focus on the key part of the question 
and make links where you can.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (e)
This was well-answered by the vast majority of candidates. However, a few candidates 
enthusiastically added several more pieces of evidence to the two required which raises an 
important point that candidates really do need reminding about. This is that if candidates 
offer more than the two pieces of ‘evidence’ required it could prove costly if either of the 
first two offered were to be wrong. Examiners will take the first two answers offered, 
candidates cannot write as many answers as they can in the hope than one or two of them 
might be correct.

This response scored both marks.

Both these statements were 'lifted' out of the 
Resource Booklet (the penultimate and last bullet 
point in the top section). Although the second answer 
is an extension of the first it is a legitimate inequality 
'lack of choice' thus it scored 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

When you use resources, try to use your own 
words when conveying the idea they suggest 
rather than simply copying them out.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (f)
As with Question 2(d) most candidates had no difficulty at all finding two sensible reasons to 
help construct their answer; in this case why deforestation was taking place, but critically, 
this was not the question. The missed word was ‘increasing’ which was only addressed by a 
small minority. These candidates spotted that population increase meant more cooking and 
more firewood sales.

This response was awarded full marks.

The answer gives the basic cause of population 
growth (1), cooking (1), being sold (1) and 
biodiversity (1) so a 4 out of 3 answer. 
Total = 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

Use a highlighter or simply underline key 
words in questions that give 'focus' to 
the general topic under discussion - in 
this case population growth.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (g)
The first ‘levels marked’ question on the paper produced a variable but generally quite 
positive response. Aimed at C grade candidates it was pleasing to see that the less able 
could find something to say, so many candidates offered enough to get into Level 2 in the 
mark scheme. However, it should be added that the commonest reason offered for a fall in 
fertility was based more on the PSHE experience of UK candidates rather than the reality. 
Whilst an understanding of the mechanics of birth control is not without significance it has 
long been known that if the ‘need’ for children reduces then fertility rate falls. Family size 
does not correlate very well with availability of birth control whereas it correlates very 
strongly indeed with levels of female education.

This response was awarded 5 marks.

There are two ideas about fertility rate, one is partially 
developed, there are good links to population growth 
and the answer has a thoughtful qualification involving 
HIV so Level 3 marks were awarded.
Note - A little data would be one way of elevating this 
response to 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

If there is available data then always 
use it - it will often be rewarded.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
The format of this section of the paper is well-known and clearly flagged up in the resource 
booklet. Many centres carefully prepare candidates to answer a ‘which option is best’ 
question. But of course the ‘focus’ of the question is unknown until they open the question 
paper and the variability of responses to the actual question is best explained by how 
efficiently candidates deconstructed the question on the day. The focus, obviously enough, 
was on the benefits to the village which of course could be interpreted as both the people 
and the environment of that community. What wasn’t going to be as clearly targeted were 
general statements about Uganda which could be applied to anywhere in the country, rural 
or urban. 

This is an example of a response that scored full marks.
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This shows an excellent range of ideas with several 
extensions beyond simple statements making connections 
between issues so Level 3 marks were awarded.
Please note that this is an exceptionally good answer that 
is a very strong 6/6. There were many less good answers 
that also received 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

If you can offer three or four clear points in 
these longer answers with some detail you 
should access the top level of marks. 

Examiner Tip



22 GCSE Geography B 5GB3F 01

Question 3 (b)
Candidates had a good deal of material to cover here with the options and the goals 
providing a 5x8 matrix. Of course they needed to focus on some rather than others and 
there were two important pieces of scaffolding that they could use to take them beyond any 
pre-prepared answers. The first was to recognise that some of the MDG’s had already been 
achieved and thus could safely be ‘ignored’ in their answers. The second was to recognise 
that ‘fitting’ the options to the MDGs required a flexibility of thinking. There were an 
encouragingly large number of Level 3 responses with some excellent linkages made and in 
a few, very interesting, cases scepticism about Uganda’s chances of using its oil money for 
anything much else than lining the pockets of a ruling elite. Of course candidates have all 
they ‘need’ in the resource booklet but this type of intelligent observation based, no doubt, 
on thoughtful teaching was very pleasing.



GCSE Geography B 5GB3F 01 23

This response achieved 8 marks overall.

At first reading there is no obvious sign that the candidate can see the 
MDG's but close reading shows that they have used the descriptors of 
these goals rather than numbers. They have made a couple of useful 
linkages as in water borne diseases and maternal health. So Level 2 
marks were awarded (6). SPaG = 2 marks. Total = 8 marks.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that you use the terms in the title 
at least once - in this case the MDGs.

Examiner Tip



24 GCSE Geography B 5GB3F 01

Paper Summary
This is the final examination on this paper in this format. Future versions will have fewer 
resources and no pre-release booklet. 

However, despite these significant changes the basic ‘message’ remains the same. This 
paper tests the ability of candidates to draw geographical conclusions and to ‘argue’ a 
case about the best solution to real world problems. Success is built upon the degree to 
which they can make relevant causal connections and draw reasonable conclusions from 
the material laid out in front of them. It also helps them greatly if they have a critical 
view of how the world operates and see that different interest groups may have quite 
different objectives and quite different levels of access to power. This year’s candidates 
varied enormously in their appreciation of just what issues face the inhabitants of a remote 
rural village such as Kabujogera, with some seeing all things as solvable with just a little 
more effort on behalf of the inhabitants whilst others had a much more sophisticated 
understanding of the constraints of abject poverty.  
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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