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Introduction
This was the second appearance of spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) on this paper 
following the January 2013 series. The specification content that was assessed remained the 
same as in previous series; however, centres are reminded that from June 2014, the revised 
linear specification will be assessed (see Edexcel's website for further details). 

Candidates were required to answer all questions from Section A (each worth 8 marks), 
one question from Section B (worth 9 marks) and one question from Section C (worth 
12 marks). The SPaG is assessed as an additional element of the final extended writing 
question that has been chosen from Section C.

The size of the cohort sitting this paper was approximately 13 586, which is a similar 
quantity to that of June 2011 and slightly lower than in June 2012. The mean mark for the 
paper was slightly lower than the January 2013 series, when SPaG was first introduced.
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Question 1 (a)
Most candidates had a very good understanding on what population structures were and 
were able to discuss the changes of these with ease. The majority of candidates attained full 
marks for this item as they discussed each age group and gave data also. Some candidates 
lost marks for giving changes in the population but not addressing changes in population 
structure. In some cases candidates did not discuss the changes in the age structure. Whilst 
they grasped that comparisons needed to be made between different ages, the changes 
were ignored and comparison in each year was made rather than giving descriptions of the 
trends. This did not happen often, but was the reason why some candidates lost marks. 
Generally candidates overwrote for this question.

The idea of 'change' and/or comparative language was required - not just a description/
explanation of the resource.

Question 1 (b)
This question was generally answered well with full marks often awarded. More successful 
candidates were able to provide a valid example of a country to support their reason. Most 
candidates referred to jobs and economy – which gave them 1 mark, failing to give an 
extension of this. Zero marks were often given when candidates didn’t actually state a clear 
reason for increasing population but simply stated that the country wanted to increase the 
population.
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Question 1 (c)
Many candidates demonstrated that they have a good knowledge of different migration 
policies around the world, but some struggled to explain concisely why they might be 
controversial. The most common answers included the strain on resources/jobs/uneven 
application of rules. The fact that policies varied and controlled what humans did was also 
commonly given as an example of controversy. Some stated that migration might cause 
a brain drain or a severe reduction of the birth rate on the country of origin. The EU and 
migration to the US from Mexico were the main located examples provided by candidates to 
support their ideas.

This response scores 3 marks.

The candidate makes the point about a 
brain drain for the country of origin and 
a developed point about overpopulation 
in the host country.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
Responses from candidates to this question were usually excellent, with many scoring full 
marks. Many candidates went beyond what was required to gain the 2 marks and they 
recognised many different effects, often mentioning up to four in one response. The effect 
on habitats and deforestation were popular ones and a qualified reference to pollution was 
also well used. Some candidates didn’t qualify their reference to ‘pollution’, however many 
tied this point in with deforestation and the effects of an increased amount of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere/less oxygen. 

This response scores 2 marks.

The candidate has clearly identified 
two possible impacts of mining 
shown on the resource.

Examiner Comments

Don't just write 'pollution' - be more 
specific (eg air pollution, water 
pollution, visual pollution).

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
This question was answered quite well by most candidates. The majority of candidates 
recognised that sustainability and/or the idea that some resources are renewable was the 
key. A significant majority of candidates scored 2 marks for stating that some resources are 
renewable and providing a legitimate example. A smaller proportion of candidates linked the 
idea of new inventions/techniques to Boserup.

This response scored 2 marks.

This answer scored full marks (3/3).

There is 1 mark here for the idea 
of sustainability and 1 mark for the 
example of a resource.

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 3 marks: 2 
marks for the developed point about 
'renewable' and one further mark for 
the idea of sustainability.

Examiner Comments



8 GCSE Geography B 5GB2H 01

Question 2 (c)
Most successful candidates discussed substitutes such as a change to dual-fuel, biogas or 
hydrogen technology for cars to reduce the demand for oil. Oil was the most popular choice, 
followed by coal and (natural) gas. A few candidates chose food as their resource, but often 
explained how more could be made, not how demand could be reduced. Some candidates 
struggled to gain the third mark. Specific examples and schemes helped candidates on this 
question.

2 marks were awarded for this response.

This answer scores 2 marks: 1 
mark for the idea of finding a 
substitute and 1 mark for the 
example (wind/solar).

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a)
There were some very mixed responses to this question. Many candidates could outline one 
point, without really developing the point for a second mark. Many indicated the increase 
in jobs, but few gave an example of the type of job. Excellent responses did exist though, 
with such candidates writing about the move from primary to secondary and tertiary jobs 
and jobs in the construction of the city. Candidates, who were referencing the services, 
often talked about the proximity of the services as opposed to the availability in terms of 
there being more and improved services. 

This answer was awarded 1 mark.

This response scores 1 mark for the 
idea that more jobs will be available 
for those living in the rural area.

Examiner Comments

Learn key terms! Many candidates 
confused rapid urban growth 
with counter-urbanisation and/or 
suburbanisation of rural areas.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)
The majority of candidates were able to focus their answer upon the inner-city, although 
some did solely focus upon events in the city centre. Many candidates were able to 
recognise the rise in house prices and some developed this by referring to the lack of space. 
Some answers were a combination of points, none of which were developed for the second 
mark. Good answers included reference to Japan and their issue with lack of space. Many 
who referenced this gave examples of the cost of space there per square metre and offered 
examples of their solutions. Succinct answers were those which referred to the higher 
resident population which leads to congestion or crime or more inner-city pollution due to 
more cars.

This is an example of an answer which scored 1 mark.

Question 3 (c)
Candidates generally attained 3 or 4 marks for their answers to this question, demonstrating 
a good understanding of how preferred living spaces change with age. The majority of 
answers discussed the preference of the retired/elderly and explained how they do not like 
the fast pace of city life but equally don’t need it – ie proximity to jobs etc. Candidates 
were able to support this by giving examples of where retired people may move, such as 
Devon, Cornwall and Spain. The use of geographical terminology was very good to explain 
migration. A lot of answers discussed 2 or 3 different age groups to demonstrate how the 
preferences changed with age. There were differences in the views of where elderly people 
settled – countryside for peace etc or urban areas for ease of access to shops and services.

This response scores 1 mark for 
the idea that house/land prices are 
going up.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a) (i)
Most candidates were able to identify the correct time span for 1 mark, although a number 
failed to score on this one due to the omission of the correct year(s).

Question 4 (a) (ii)
Candidates responded well to this question with a common response being the ‘need’ for 
people to make money and survive. Candidates included some excellent examples, often 
giving more than one. Some candidates, who answered the question less well, focused on 
the lack of skills needed to do an informal job, unemployed people putting more money into 
the informal sector because they have less to spend and the idea that no tax is being paid 
so therefore people will move over to the informal economy to make some extra cash.

Question 4 (b)
Candidates tended to focus their answers on what diversification would bring to the rural 
area, rather than identify why the rural area needed the diversification in the first place. 
The majority of successful candidates could identify that farming was declining, but could 
not explain why for a second/developed mark. A number of candidates realised that young 
people would move out of the area, but again, could not explain what impact this would 
have on the rural area they were leaving behind.

This answer scored 1 mark.

This response scores 1 mark for 
the reason for the need to diversify 
(declining incomes).

Examiner Comments



12 GCSE Geography B 5GB2H 01

Question 4 (c)
Overall, candidates answered this question well. The scale of the brownfield site did seem 
to affect how easy it was for candidates to gain the marks: Fort Dunlop and the Olympic 
Park were popular choices and gave many aspects to discuss; however, where candidates 
chose a small-scale brownfield site close to them, it was often only one thing that was being 
developed there (eg a new supermarket) which frequently led to marks being limited.

This answer scored full marks.

This response was awarded 3 
marks - there are two plans for 
regeneration mentioned within the 
context of a legitimate case study.

Examiner Comments

When choosing a case study, ensure 
that you know enough specific detail 
about it to help you achieve full 
marks!

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a)
Many candidates identified that there was a consistent year-on-year increase in the 
percentage of people who used reusable shopping bags. Some candidates noticed that the 
others fluctuated, although vocabulary was often less clear. Many noticed that between 
2009 and 2012 percentages for the first three answers decrease, but again the language 
used to describe the various trends was often poor.

Full marks were awarded for this answer.

This response scores 3 marks as 
the candidate has made three valid 
points about the trends shown on 
the resource.

Examiner Comments

Do not be tempted to 'explain' 
when the command word is 
'describe'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b)
The majority of candidates demonstrated a good understanding on how changing 
transport systems can make a city more sustainable. Many answers discussed the use of 
public transport (in particular, buses), bikes, congestion charges and LEZs. Whilst nearly 
all answers demonstrated they understood this process, the quality of answers varied 
immensely due to weak locational detail. Some answers failed to give ‘example schemes/
named cities’. Answers that did give examples often failed to give the ‘colour’ required to 
achieve the highest marks. At times, even though candidates could explain how a scheme 
can make the city more sustainable (eg by making the link between reducing congestion 
and reducing air pollution etc); the lack of schemes given and lack of locational colour 
prevented them from achieving a Level 3 mark.

This sound response scored full marks.

This response scores 6 marks: the candidate has successfully 
explained at least two strategies, included good locational 
colour and is clearly focused on improving sustainability.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
Many candidates failed to refer to the resource provided for this question and often talked 
about the importance of the countryside in general. In many cases this failed to achieve any 
marks. Overall, a large number of candidates managed to spot that the natural environment 
made up the top 3 responses and some included data to support this, but several failed to 
contrast this with the human environment further down the list.



16 GCSE Geography B 5GB2H 01

Question 6 (b)
Many responses focused on the Lake District as the candidate’s case study of choice. 
Many candidates were able to describe at least 2 or 3 challenges, especially affordability 
of housing due to second homes and out-migration of the young. Candidates sometimes 
managed to link challenges, successfully pointing out cause and effect, thus explaining why 
tackling the decline is challenging. Very few candidates provided detail about the location. 
Some candidates chose a developing country (Malawi was a popular choice) which usually 
limited the answer to Level 1. 

This response scored 3 marks.

A legitimate case study is used 
(Lake District), but the explanation 
of why tackling the decline is a 
challenge is weak.

Examiner Comments

Focus on understanding what 
the question is asking, and how 
marks are likely to be allocated.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)
Most candidates gave the overall trend shown by the resource and used data to support 
this to secure 2 marks. To achieve the 3rd mark, some candidates identified an anomaly, 
but this was not common. Candidates used the data very well and made reference to 
it throughout their answers, however this was not needed. Few candidates picked up that 
the correlation had many variations. Candidates in many cases tried to get their 3rd mark 
by comparing countries at either end of the correlation rather than giving an anomaly. 
In some responses, candidates stated there is a negative trend and then went on to give 
reasons for this therefore achieving no further marks.

This response gained all 3 marks.

This answer scores 3 marks. The candidate 
has identified the negative correlation, used 
supporting data and drawn attention to the 
fact that there are also anomalies.

Examiner Comments

Come up with your own checklist for 
answering data analysis questions – eg trend, 
high, low, data figures, anomalies, etc.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b)
In general, candidates answered this question very well and made many comparisons 
between different development schemes (eg Narmada River Dam, Three Gorges Dam, 
biogas in India). The vast majority of candidates had a good understanding of what 
‘sustainability’ means, however some failed to develop this further. Also, some candidates 
failed to compare development schemes and so just talked about how one scheme was 
sustainable, therefore limiting their marks. Many candidates also failed to include specific 
details to achieve full marks. 

This response scored 9 marks in total.

This is a very detailed and comprehensive answer scoring 6 marks for content + 3 marks for SPaG. 
The candidate successfully focuses their answer on the demands of the question and uses well-
selected case studies with clear detail to explain why some rural development schemes are more 
sustainable than others.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)
This question was answered reasonably well and the majority of candidates secured 2 of 
the 3 marks available. There was recognition of global production by most candidates, 
and that this was dominated by MEDCs, with the stronger candidates using examples as 
illustration. Many candidates failed to secure the third mark, for example by failing to 
recognise variations in manufacturing.

This answer scored 3 marks.

This response scores 3 marks as the candidate has identified an overall pattern, 
used data and identified variations in the European and US contributions.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b)
Most candidates approached this well, realising what the demands of the question were and 
so discussing job losses in MEDCs and poor conditions in new LEDC locations. Far fewer 
discussed environmental issues or transportation changes, and hardly any discussed loss of 
local culture. The ‘explain why’ aspect of the question was not tackled by some candidates 
as they just stated disadvantages for differing groups of people (ie offering a predominantly 
descriptive answer).

This answer scored 9 marks in total.

This response scores 6 marks for content + 3 marks for SPaG. The candidate has 
successfully explained why disadvantages occur as a result of global shifts in production. 
This has been done by using well-chosen examples to support each point.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
In order to improve their performance, candidates should:

•	 Read each question carefully, highlighting the key terms and command words to help 
them understand the demands of the question.

•	 Qualify ‘pollution’ – eg air pollution, water pollution, visual pollution, noise pollution and 
so on.

•	 Incorporate case study information, for example specific facts and figures, if the 
question asks the candidate to ‘use examples in your answer’.

•	 Be clear whether the question is asking for reasons why or an explanation how.

•	 On 6 mark ‘levelled’ questions, include at least two explained points which are clearly 
centred on the demands of the question and offer both depth and balance.

•	 On ‘outline one….’ questions, make the initial point as succinctly as possible and then 
offer development in terms of an extension of this idea, for example by exemplification 
using facts/figures.

•	 If the command word is ‘describe’, do not be tempted to offer an explanation.

•	 Practice data interpretation questions from past papers – this will help improve answers 
addressing AO3.

•	 Learn the definitions for each of the key terms in each unit and be able to incorporate 
these into answers that require more extended writing.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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