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Introduction 

This report covers responses from the Foundation Tier paper of GCSE Geography 
Specification B. This one-hour paper comprised of four compulsory sections and two 
optional topics. Each section started with a resource-based activity followed by two 
extending questions. The question paper was designed to be progressively more 
difficult. The aim of the unit/paper was to provide candidates with a broad and varied 
understanding of the natural environment. The paper required candidates to apply a 
range of skills. Candidates needed to be able to interpret and read maps, diagrams 
and charts. The final questions in parts 7 and 8 included a SPaG (spelling, punctuation 
and grammar) element, totalling three marks. 



 

GCSE Geography 5GB1F 01 4 

Question 1(b)(1) 

The vast majority of candidates correctly selected ‘mantle’. Incorrect candidates 
tended to opt for ‘magma’. 

Question 1(b)(2) 

A large number of students selected incorrectly; ‘electrical’, ‘ocean’ and ‘magma’ were 
all frequently chosen. 

Question 1(c) 

There were some good responses to this question. For full marks, candidates were 
required to identify and develop two actions that could be completed in advance of 
any earthquake. A common incorrect response suggested that the Richter Scale or 
seismographs can be used to predict future seismic activity, allowing pre-earthquake 
evacuations. Responses that focused on a single action (such as building design) were 
limited to a maximum score of three marks, regardless of how many examples they 
provided. As with previous series, statements such as, ‘this will stop the building from 
falling over’ or ‘this will reduce injuries/deaths’ were too simplistic to be awarded the 
development points available.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response identifies two actions but includes little development. ‘To 
prevent damage’ is far too simplistic. The candidate needed to explain 
how the damage could be prevented by using cross-bracing or 
reinforced foundations. 
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examiner comment 

Here two actions are identified and developed. A strong response. 
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Question 2(b) 

This question required students to outline one reason. Some candidates failed to score 
full marks by listing several factors rather than developing one. A considerable 
number of candidates identified a valid reason but failed to provide sufficient 
development. Many candidates attempted to extend their response by restating 
information given in the question, such as ‘this would increase CO2’. Some candidates 
failed to score due to overly simplistic responses such as ‘CO2 is higher due to 
increased pollution’. The most common correct response referred to either higher 
levels of development or increased car ownership/travel leading to greater fossil fuel 
use.  

 

 

examiner comment 

The response above identifies factories and links these to the burning 
of fossil fuels. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response identifies increased car ownership as a reason for recent 
CO2 change but fails to provide a valid extending statement. 
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Question 2(c) 

The majority of students were able to score at least two marks on this question, with 
a pleasing number attaining full marks. Candidates were required to identify two 
challenges and provide development. Those who scored full marks tended to opt for 
two very different challenges preventing overlap extension statements. Rising sea 
levels leading to flooding and comments relating to droughts and crop failure were the 
most common correct response. Some candidates lost marks by giving overly 
simplistic development statements that basically repeated the first point made, such 
as ‘there could be no rainfall, causing droughts’. Some candidates lost marks or failed 
to score by referring to positive impacts rather than challenges, eg ‘warmer summers 
could lead to a boom in tourism’.  

 

 

examiner comment 

Two challenges are clearly identified with appropriate extending 
statements. 

 

 

examiner comment 

The first statement is confused and incorrect. The second statement 
goes off focus, describing how cars are causing climate change rather 
than being a challenge resulting from it. 
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Question 3(a)(1) 

Almost all candidates correctly identified ‘savanna’ as the largest biome. ‘Desert’ was 
the most common incorrect suggestion. 

Question 3(a)(2) 

Although the majority of candidates correctly selected ‘Mediterranean scrub’, a 
significant minority incorrectly opted for ‘deciduous forest’, the smallest biome south 
of the Equator. 

Question 3(b) 

Although most candidates were able to identify a reason why the tropical rainforests 
are located along the Equator (more sunlight, reliable rain, etc.), few were able to 
offer sufficient extension to attain full marks. Candidates tended to either list several 
reasons or provided over simplistic development statements, such as ‘making plants 
grow better / faster’. When full marks were awarded the successful candidate had 
usually linked greater sunlight concentrations to increased photosynthesis or low-
pressure systems to higher/more reliable rainfall.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a typical response. Like the vast majority, this example 
successfully identifies ‘heat’ as a reason explaining the distribution of 
tropical rainforest, but fails to outline its role (ie it promotes the 
germination of seeds and the ripening of fruit). 
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Question 3(c) 

Responses to this question varied widely. Some candidates misread the question, 
writing answers that explain why the biosphere needs protecting rather than how it 
can be managed. There were a surprising number of blank and totally off focus 
responses. The strongest answers tended to refer to legal protection (laws), 
internationally agreement (such as CITES and RAMSAR) or national parks. Statements 
relating to forestry management were often insufficiently developed. Comments 
relating to tree-planting schemes, without being placed in the context of sustainable 
management, were only awarded one mark. A considerable number of candidates lost 
marks by identifying actions related to climate change rather than biosphere 
conservation (eg recycling, the use of renewable energy, encouragement of public 
transport).   

 

 

examiner comment 

This response identifies two appropriate management measures with 
suitable development. 
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Question 4(a) 

The vast majority of candidates appear to have performed well on this item, scoring 
both marks. The most common correct responses referred to price, maintenance and 
the local availability of resources.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response correctly identifies three reasons. 
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examiner comment 

This is a typical response. It includes a combination of resource-
extracted information and personal knowledge. 
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Question 4(b) 

Although most candidates scored on this item by identifying a valid reason for water 
shortages, few provided sufficient extension to gain the development point. Climate 
change and over-extraction were the most commonly identified reasons.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response identifies climate change as a reason for increased 
aridity and links this process to a reduction in rainfall. 

 

 

examiner comment 

Candidates were asked to outline one potential reason. This response 
fails to score full marks because it suggests several reasons (high 
temperatures, low rainfall and poor water management) rather than 
developing one. 

Question 4(c) 

A surprisingly high number of candidates lost marks or didn’t score on this question 
due to a failure to identify an appropriate large-scale water management project. 
Candidates who named generic schemes (eg dams) rather than specific projects were 
limited to a maximum of two marks, while statements relating to small-scale 
initiatives received no marks. The best answers tended to focus on either the Three 
Gorges Dam complex in China or the Colorado’s Hoover Dam.  

Some candidates lost potential development marks by including wildly incorrect facts 
(the Three Gorges Dam cost between $25 and $50 billion, depending on the criteria 
used; 1200 villages and 1.4 million people had to be relocated) or by 
giving extensions that didn’t relate to their chosen case study (eg the Hoover Dam is 
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located in a dry arid region, so the creation of Lake Mead did not force large-scale 
relocations of the local population or destroy sways of premium farmland). 

A sizeable number of candidates failed to score by referring to flood management 
schemes rather than water supply initiatives. 

 

 

examiner comment 

Here the candidate fails to name a specific large-scale project, limiting 
the response to half marks. The statements are also vague/confused 
and lacked the clarity needed to be awarded extension points. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response fails to score as it is focuses on a small-scale project. 
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examiner comment 

This is a strong response: two problems identified with clear 
description. 

Question 5(a)(i) 

The majority of candidates were able to identify the defence as a groyne, although 
spellings varied considerably. Some candidates moved into the grey area of 
acceptability due to wildly inaccurate spellings. ‘Sea wall’ was the most common 
incorrect response. 

Question 5(a)(ii)  

Responses to this question varied in quality. Most candidates scored at least one mark 
by identifying the impact groynes have on longshore drift or beach formation. 
Statements referring to groynes ‘breaking up’ or ‘slowing down’ the waves were not 
credited as they begin to explain how groynes work, rather than outlining why the 
technique is often used.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a typical correct response. 
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Question 5(b) 

Candidates could describe natural features (eg cliffs and headlands) and/or human 
features (eg coastal defences). Some candidates carelessly lost marks by 
explaining rather than describing. This was particularly the case when answers 
focused on coastal defences. For Level 3, candidates were required to link the 
identified features to the geology of their chosen coastline. Candidates who failed to 
focus their response on a specific coast were restricted to Level 1.  

 

 

examiner comment 

Level 1: Rather than describing the features of Scarborough’s coastline, 
the candidate explains the various processes that cause cliff collapse. 
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examiner comment 

The candidate identifies a number of landforms associated with hard 
rock coastlines and gives an appropriate example, but the response 
goes off focus. At least half of the answer focuses on processes rather 
than features. 

Question 6(a) 

A disappointingly small number of candidates were able to identify the labelled feature 
correctly. 
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Question 6(b) 

The majority of candidates were able to identify at least one change to the channel. 
As the focus of the question was channel changes from the upper to lower course, 
statements listing landforms were not credited. To be awarded a mark the 
candidate needed to identify a change rather than a factor; eg ‘discharge’ by 
itself was insufficient, the candidate needed to state that ‘the discharge increases 
downstream’.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This answer refers to landforms rather than channel changes. 

 

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a typical correct response. 

 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response fails to score as the candidate identifies two channel 
features but does not state how they change downstream. 
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Question 6(c) 

The level of success on this item greatly depended on the case study chosen. Some 
candidates went off focused on locations where only limited actions have been taken 
(e.g. Sheffield), making high scoring responses difficult. As the focus is flood 
defences, candidates who have described the effects or causes of a flood recieved no 
marks. Equally, no marks were awarded for references to forecasting, warning 
systems or immediate responses.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response identifies an appropriate location. The candidate has 
described how storm drains, diversion channels and dams can be used 
to reduce flood risk. The response fails to reach Level 3 as the answer 
is too generic. Apart from the naming of Sheffield on the prompt line, 
there is no other information that suggests a Sheffield focus. 
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Question 7(a)(i) 

This was correctly answered by most candidates. Specific examples (eg ‘it shows that 
sharks eat tuna, squid and ocean sunfish’) and more generic comments (eg ‘who eats 
who’) were credited.  

Question 7(a)(ii)  

The majority of candidates scored on this question, with a large percentage gaining 
full marks. Some candidates lost marks by making overly simplistic statements, such 
as ‘sharks will become extinct’. Other candidates failed to score by reading the 
question incorrectly, leading to responses that listed potential causes of a reduction in 
Ocean Sunfish rather than the effects of such a change.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This is an accurate response. Both statements relate to different 
trophic levels. 
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Question 7(b) 

Candidates generally performed well on this question, with most scoring at least three 
marks. However, full mark responses were rare as candidates often provided 
insufficient extension or failed to tie comments to their chosen case study. A named 
location was needed for Level 2. Named locations could be local (eg the Forth or 
Firth), national (eg St Lucia) or international (eg North Sea). Most candidates chose to 
focus on local or regional examples with descriptions of coastal zoning and fishing 
bans/quotas being most common. St Lucia and the Great Barrier Reef were the most 
common case study regions and were often the focus of the strongest responses.   

Responses to this item were also awarded SPaG marks. Most candidates attained one 
or two marks. A lack of subject specific terminology and careless grammar errors 
often prevented a high score. Common themes were exceptionally long sentences and 
incorrect use of capital letters.  

 

 

examiner comment 

Level 3: This response is location focused, identifies a range of 
management measures and there is clear development. 

SPaG: It includes accurate spelling and grammar, and effective use of 
geographical terms. 
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examiner comment 

This response identifies location and briefly describes management 
measures. More location specific information is needed for Level 3. 

SPaG: This response earned one mark because of several grammar, 
spelling and punctuation errors and limited use of geographical terms. 
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Question 8(a)(i) 

There were lots of accurate responses to this question. Some candidates lost marks 
by going off focus and giving a plant adaptation rather than a factor relating to 
farming. References to building design, suitable clothing and hunting techniques were 
not credited as the question specifically focused on farming.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This responses shows a common error: the candidate suggests a 
benefit of farming in hot arid regions rather than a way farming has 
adapted. 

 

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a common correct response. 
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Question 8(a)(ii)  

The vast majority of candidates correctly identified at least one problem faced by 
farmers and many scored full marks.  

Question 8(b) 

Although there were a lot of good responses to this question, a considerably number 
of candidates lost marks due to focusing on current issues related to hot arid locations 
rather than future problems resulting in climate change. For Level 2, candidates could 
name a location or simply state whether the focus region was hot arid or polar; 
however for Level 3, a specific location needed to be identified and the answer 
specifically focused on the chosen region. As the question asks for threats to people, 
environmental impacts were not credited unless these were directly linked to the local 
population.  

Responses to this item were also awarded SPaG marks. Most candidates attained one 
or two marks. A lack of subject specific terminology and careless grammatical errors 
often prevented a high score. Common themes were exceptionally long sentences and 
incorrect use of capital letters.  

 

 

examiner comment 

The candidate describes how climate change could cause problems for 
farmers in Egypt. A number of issues are raised and the response 
includes development. For Level 3 the response needed to be more 
location focused. Statements could relate to any hot arid region. 

SPaG: The response includes several spelling errors, mid-sentence 
capitals and some punctuation errors. 
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examiner comment 

Although the candidate correctly identifies a number of threats 
associated with climate change (bush fires and water supply issues), 
the answer is limited to Level 1 as Africa is not a suitable named 
location. 

SPaG: Basic vocabulary and limited subject specific terms earn one 
mark. 
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Summary 

Common technique errors: 

● Too many candidates are still just listing for questions that require extension. 

● Key vocabulary is too often ‘overlooked’ or misunderstood, eg large-scale. 

● A sizeable number of candidates are still explaining on describe questions. 

● Poor use of vocabulary is often holding down responses. 

● Candidates often fail to include adequate location-specific information when 
responding to questions that require focus on a named location. 

● SPaG marks are carelessly lost through sloppy grammar (eg mid-sentence 
capitals, long responses without a single full stop) and incorrect spellings of key 
geographical terms. 

Common content errors: 

● Few candidates were able to identify a constructive plate boundary. 

● Many candidates seemed to believe earthquakes can be predicted long in advance 
using seismographs or the Richter Scale. 

● A relatively large number of candidates were unable to describe how national 
parks conserve the biosphere. 

● Few candidates were able to recognise the labelled floodplain. 

 



 

GCSE Geography 5GB1F 01 26 

Grade boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:  

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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