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Introduction 

This was the second assessment of this paper and it was pleasing to see a good standard of 
responses from candidates. 

 
There was evidence that many candidates were better prepared. This was particularly evident in 
some of the 8 mark questions where candidates were better able to address the command words 
(eg assess). However, the greater emphasis on application and interpretation is still proving a 
challenge for some candidates. It was also evident again this year that there were time 
management issues with some candidates not managing to complete all the questions. 

 
The following report outlines candidates' performance on the paper, highlighting areas of strength 
and weakness across the different questions, offering examples of performance and suggestions 
for improvements in future series. 
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Question 1 (b) 

Most candidates were able to identify a characteristic of a sedimentary rock. However, some 
candidates stated characteristics of igneous rocks (eg formed by cooling) or metamorphic rocks (eg 
formed by pressure) and were not awarded a mark. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This candidate has referred to a valid 
characteristic. 
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Question 1 (c) 

Candidates tended to approach this question from one of two ways. They either focused on the 
level of resistance of the rock or they approached it from the direction of igneous rocks being 
volcanic. Candidates who were able to identify that igneous rocks are hard and therefore, are 
difficult to erode, were able to gain both marks. In the case of the other common approach to the 
question, most candidates were able to state that igneous rocks are volcanic, gaining one mark. 
However, they were less successful at gaining the second development mark - which needed to go 
beyond just stating that volcanoes 'are upland'. 

 

 

 

Question 1 (d) (i) 

This question involved candidates having to locate a 6 figure grid reference on an OS map. Having 
located the grid square they then needed to use the map key to identify the type of woodland. Most 
candidates were able to do this although, some candidates gave answers such as 'plantation' which 
were incorrect. It is important that OS map skills are taught as an integral part of the course and 
that candidates are familar with maps at different scales. 

 
 
 
 

This response has clearly identified that igneous 
rocks are hard (1 mark) and has also then 
explained that this makes them difficult to erode (1 
mark). 
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Question 2 (a) 

This question was not well answered by many candidates. Mass movement is a key term from the 
specification and it is important that candidates are familiar with all the terms listed. Many 
candidates simply gave an example of a mass movement process (eg slumping) rather than 
defining the term. Other candidates suggested it was the movement of material along a river or 
stretch of coastline, (possibly confusing mass movement processes with longshore drift) rather 
than focusing on the moverment of material downhill or due to gravity. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

This candiate has identified the role of gravity (1 
mark). There is no need to give an example of a 
mass movement process as the command word is 
define and the question has a 1 mark tariff. 

 
 
 
 

It is important to focus on both the command 
word and the number of marks available. 
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This candidate has clearly stated both that mass 
movement involves downward movement and also 
that it is due to gravity. Both of these points are in 
the mark scheme and are creditable. 
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Question 2 (b) 

Most candidates were able to name a coastal landform created by deposition with 'beaches' and 
'spits' being the most popular answers. A small minority of candidates were confused with 
erosional landforms (eg cliffs and bays). 

 

Question 2 (c) 

This 'explain' question had 2 marks available. Candidates were required to identify a rock 
characteristic (eg hardness or degree of faulting) and then link it to the formation of a headland. 
Simply stating that a 'hard rock' will lead to the formation of a headland would not gain the second 
mark. Suitable develoment might link it to the rate of erosion of the rock where a headland is 
found. Candidates who identified two or more characteristics were only awarded 1 mark unless 
there was a linked development point. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded the full 2 marks. The 
candidate has identified a rock characteristic 
('more resistant') and has then linked it to being 
more difficult to erode. 
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Question 2 (d) 

The command word in this 8 mark question is 'examine' which requires candidates to break 
something down into individual components/processes, say how they individually contribute to the 
question's theme/topic and how the components and processes interrelate. 

 
While the mark scheme identifies the indicative content for this question, this is not an exhaustive 
list and candidates were awarded marks for relevant understanding, interpretation and skills which 
were not listed. Ultimately, when deciding on the final mark, examiners use the level descriptors to 
allocate a 'best fit' level to the response and then decide where, within the level, the response falls. 
The level descriptors are the same for all ‘examine’ questions within this paper (Q02d, Q03d and 
Q04d), and also across all the papers in both GCSE geography specifications. It is therefore 
important that centres and candidates become familiar with them and how they are applied. 

 
In the case of these questions, the assessment objectives (AOs) which are being examined are AO3 
(4 marks) and AO4 (4 marks). To secure the AO4 marks, candidates are required to use 
geographical skills to extract information from the figure in the resource booklet which will help 
them answer the question. 

 
In the case of Q02(d), this could have included details regarding the amount of beach lost due to 
erosion, the location of areas of housing which have been lost and details of where erosion of the 
cliffs has been less rapid. However, many candidates simply referred to 'houses being lost' or 'cliffs 
are eroding' which could apply to any stretch of coastline. The key to securing the AO4 marks is to 
make sure that evidence is included from the resources which are in front of the candidate. They 
need to write about what they can see and infer from the resource, rather than simply writing 
about what they have learnt in class. 

 
In relation to the AO3 marks, the candidates were required to explain how these changes would 
impact on people and the environment in this location. While many candidates often did this part 
quite well, their overall mark was limited by their tendency not to write about what they could see 
in front of them, but rather what they had learnt and revised. Candidates who simply wrote about 
the impact of coastal erosion in general terms (not linked to the photos) were limited to level 1 (2 
marks) if there was no clear reference to evidence from the photos. 

 
Candidates who were able to extract some information from the photos were often then able to 
blend this with explanation of how this may have affected people and the environment in this 
location - and were able to access level 2. To move up higher within this level or to move into level 
3, candidates really needed to extract a wider range of information from the resource material and 
use it to support their answer. 
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This response was awarded level 3 - 8 marks. The 
candidate has made clear references to evidence 
from the figure. This includes references to the 
amount of coastal retreat as well as the location of 
the houses which have been lost. 
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Question 3 (a) 

Many candidates wrote generally about water flowing down the river/exiting the mouth of the river, 
and were not specific enough in relation to the volume of water flowing past a point over a unit of 
time. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

This candidate has given an accurate definition of 
'river discharge' and was awarded 1 mark. 

 
 
 
 

It is important to know and understand what each 
of the key terms listed in the specification mean. 
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Question 3 (b) 

Most candidates were able to name a method of transportation that takes place in a river. A small 
minority of candidates were confused with erosional processes (eg abrasion or hydraulic action). 
Some candidates also wrote a description of the process, this was not required as the command 
word was 'name'. 

 

Question 3 (c) 

This 'explain' question had 2 marks available. Candidates were required to identify the role of 
flooding in the formation of a levee for 1 mark. The second development mark was then for a link 
to either the processses involved in deposition (eg river loses energy and deposits its load), or the 
location of the deposited material (along the banks of the river). If candidates simply stated that 
material is deposited along the river banks but did not link this to the role of flooding, only 1 mark 
would have been awarded, even if they then went into detail about why deposition takes place (eg 
water loses energy). 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 1 mark. The candidate 
has identified the location of the deposited 
material (1 mark) but has not linked it to the role of 
flooding. 
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The 
candidate has identified the role of flooding (1 
mark) and has identified the location of the 
deposited material (1 mark). 
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Question 3 (d) 

Q03(d) focuses on the interpretation of two storm hydrographs (which are an integrated skill in 
sub-topic 1B) and candidates could have used a range of evidence from the graphs (eg differences 
in peak discharge or lag time, steepness of rising and falling limbs). On the whole, candidates 
answering this question were better able to extract and use information from the figure than was 
the case in Q02(d) and Q04(d). There were far fewer candidates who were limited to 
level 1 - 2 marks because they had not used evidence from the resource. 

 
In relation to the AO3 marks, the candidates were required to explain the link between the 
differences in the shape of the hydrographs and land-use. It was pleasing to see that many 
candidates, having extracted key information from the resource, were then able to weave it 
through their answer. This allowed them to access level 2 and, in many cases, go into level 3. The 
range of evidence extracted from the resource was important, as was their ability to use it to 
support their explanation. 
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This response was awarded level 3 - 8 marks. The 
candidate has extracted a range of evidence from 
the resource (eg peak discharge figures, lag time, 
slope of rising and falling limbs) and has used this 
to contrast the two hydrographs. They have also 
provided a clear explanation for the differences 
which they have identified. 
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Question 4 (a) 

The define questions were not answered well by many candidates. Some candidates did little more 
than rewrite the question or simply referred to a landscape which has glaciers. Relatively few 
understood that the term 'relict' refers to the past and therefore, these are landscapes that no 
longer have glaciers. This is an important idea as this section of the specification is focused on the 
changing physical landcape in the UK - and the UK, of course, no longer has glaciers. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This candidate was awarded 1 mark. Although the 
response is not expressed very clearly, it does 
show the idea that the glacier is no longer present. 
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Question 4 (b) 

Most candidates were able to name a type of mechanical weathering process that operates on 
glacial landscapes. A small minority of candidates were confused with erosional processes (eg 
plucking or abrasion). Some candidates also wrote a description of the process which is not 
required as the command word was 'name'. 

 

Question 4 (c) 

This 'explain' question had 2 marks available. Candidates were required to identify a relevant 
impact that human activity has had on glaciated landscapes (eg deforestation, increased soil 
erosion), and then add a further development point (eg in terms of the activity which is causing the 
impact). While many candidates were able to gain the first mark, they often struggled to make a 
clear link to secure the second one. Using linking phrases such as 'this means that' and ' this is due 
to', could help to improve the clarity of candidates' responses and 'guide' the candidate to the 
second mark. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 2 marks. There is a 
clear impact (soil erosion) which was awarded 1 
mark and a clear development point (linking soil 
erosion to overgrazing) to secure the second mark. 
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Question 4 (d) 

In Q04(d), candidates could have included details extracted from the map (eg the height of the 
headwall or the width of the glacial lake) and from the photo (eg bare rock face at the back of the 
corrie). However, many candidates wrote simply about the formation of a 'textbook' corrie and 
made little or no reference to evidence from the map or photo. In cases where no evidence was 
given the response was limited to level 1 - 2 marks even if the 'textbook explanation' was very good. 
The key to securing the AO4 marks is to make sure that evidence is included from the resource 
which is in front of the candidate, and that they write about what they can see and infer from the 
resource, rather than simply writing about what they have learnt in class. 

 
In relation to the AO3 marks, the candidates were required to explain how the corrie shown on the 
photo and map had been formed. While this does require details of the sequence and process 
explanation, this needs to be linked to evidence from the photo and/or map. 

 
Candidates who were able to extract some information from the map and/or photo and were able 
to provide some explanation of corrie formation, were able to access level 2. To move up higher 
within this level or to move into level 3, candidates really needed to extract a wider range of 
information from the resource material and use it to support their answer. For level 3 a clear 
sequence of formation was required. 
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This response was awarded 8 marks. The 
candidate has made clear references to the figures 
in their response (including using the words 'in 
Figure 4b ...') and has provided information such as 
grid references and details of where the corrie lake 
is located. The candidate has also shown a clear 
sequence of formation and has referred to specific 
erosional processes. 
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Question 5 (a) 

This question involved the candidates labelling a diagram of the global atmospheric circulation 
cells. This was done well by most candidates although some who had the right labels, applied them 
to the wrong cells. 

 

Question 5 (c) 

In this 3 mark ‘explain’ question, candidates were required to identify a valid reason for why the 
equator receives more heat energy than the poles. Two further marks were available for their 
expansion of the reason. 

 
In some cases, candidates thought that the reason is that the equator is 'closer to the sun' in the 
summer. Some candidates were able to give a valid reason (eg concentration of solar energy) but 
were then unable to develop it any further. Some candidates drew very simple diagrams and these 
helped them to build an answer which was more developed. While there will not be 'double credit' 
for information on the diagram which is also written in the candidate's response, this may be a way 
for the candidate to develop an answer which is more logical and act as a prompt. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 3 marks. The 
candidate has identified the role of the curvature 
of the Earth (1 mark), has then linked this to the 
sun's rays being spread over a smaller area at the 
equator (1 mark), and mentioned they are more 
concentrated (1 mark). 
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Using simple diagrams can help to support an 
answer. It is important, however, not to duplicate 
the material which is included in the written 
response. 
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Question 6 (a) (i) 

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the range of temperatures shown on a line 
graph. This question did require mathematical workings to be shown and 1 mark was given for the 
correct answer. Most candidates did give the correct answer which was pleasing to see. In the case 
of candidates who used the correct method to calculate the range (highest figure - lowest figure) 
but had misread the graph, 1 mark was given for the correct workings but the second mark for the 
correct answer was not awarded. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

This response shows the correct answer (1 mark) 
and workings (1 mark) and was awarded 2 marks. 

 
 
 
 

It makes it much clearer if the final answer is 
written in the answer space provided (next to the 
units of measurement). 
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Question 6 (a) (ii) 

In this question, candidates were required to state two pieces of evidence of natural climate 
change. It should be noted that some candidates gave 'historical records' as one of their answers. 
This was not awarded a mark as the question required them to state 'two other pieces of evidence' 
apart from historical records. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was typical of those which were 
awarded 2 marks. It is important to note that the 
command word in this question was 'state', and 
therefore developed answers (eg explaining how 
they support climate change) were not required. 
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Question 6 (b) 

This 3 mark 'explain' question required the candidates to identify one of the Milankovitch cycles (eg 
changes to the axial tilt) for the first mark. They were then required to develop their answer to 
explain how this change can affect global temperatures. For example, by saying that sometimes the 
Earth's tilt is greater (1 mark), which leads to greater seasonal temperature variation (1 mark). While 
many candidates were able to gain the first two marks they were often incorrect in their final link to 
changes in temperature. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 3 marks. The 
candidate has identified that the axial tilt changes 
(1) and that the Earth is sometimes tilted more (1), 
which then leads to greater seasonal temperature 
variation (1). 

 
 
 
 

If a question asks you to explain 'one' way it is 
important that you do not give a range of ways. 
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Question 6 (c) (i) 

This question required candidates to identify a feature labelled on a satellite image of a tropical 
cyclone. The arrow points clearly to the 'eye' of the storm. A range of responses was accepted 
including 'eye', 'eye of the storm' and 'storm eye'. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 1 mark as the 
candidate has identified the 'eye'. As the command 
word was 'identify' a full sentence was not 
required and simply identifying 'eye' would have 
gained the mark. This is important to bear in mind 
as some candidates appear to have run out of time 
towards the end of the exam paper and 'saving 
words' earlier on in the paper will help with this 
issue. 
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Question 6 (c) (ii) 

Q06(c)(ii) required candidates to measure the length of the line Y-Z shown on the satellite image of 
the tropical cyclone. They were then required to use the map scale to convert the measured 
distance into kms. While most candidates were able to measure the line accurately, some were 
unable to use the map scale. Where candidates had measured the line incorrectly but had used the 
scale correctly, they were awared 1 mark ('workings mark'). 

 
There is a space in the answer booklet for the final answer and it is very helpful if the final answer 
could be written on the answer line. However, if it is not written in this space but it is clear that the 
correct answer has been given, this will be credited. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 1 mark. Although the 
candidate did not give the correct answer (as they 
had not measured the line correctly), they had 
used the scale correctly and so were awarded a 
'workings mark'. 

 
 
 
 

Candidates should ensure that they have a ruler in 
the exam. It is also important to practise 
measuring distances on maps and converting 
these measured distances using the scale on a 
range of map types. 



28 GCSE Geography 1GA0 01  

 
 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 2 marks. The 
candidate has given the correct answer (1 mark) 
and has shown correct workings using the scale (1 
mark). 
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Question 6 (d) 

Q06(d) directed the candidates to information contained within a resource. The command word in 
this question was 'suggest'. As this was also a four-mark question, there were two marks available 
for each developed reason; with one mark for identifying a difference between the two locations 
(AO3), and a further mark for development through explanation of this difference (AO2). As each 
point was worth 2 marks, a range of differences within each one was not required. The differences 
in terms of impact needed to be evident from the figure. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 4 marks. The first part 
of the response links differences in the availability 
of hurricane shelters to the number of deaths, 
while the second part links differences in levels of 
preparation to the number of deaths. 
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Question 6 (e) 

The command word of this 8 mark question is 'assess'. This requires candidates to use evidence to 
determine the relative significance of something, giving consideration to all factors and identifying 
which are the most important. 

 
While the mark scheme identifies the indicative content, this is not an exhaustive list and 
candidates were awarded marks for relevant understanding, interpretation and skills which were 
not listed. Ultimately, when deciding on the final mark, examiners use the level descriptors to 
allocate a 'best fit' to the response and then decide where the response falls within the level. The 
level descriptors are the same for all ‘assess’ questions within this paper and across all the papers 
in both GCSE Geography specifications. It was evident, overall, that candidates had been better 
prepared for this type of question than in the first series of the paper. A greater proportion of 
candidates did include judgements in their answers. These were normally found either at the end 
of each paragraph or in an overall summarising paragraph at the end of the response. 

 
In the case of 'assess' questions, the assessment objectives which are being examined are AO2 (4 
marks) and AO3 (4 marks). To secure the AO2 marks, in the context of this question, candidates 
were required to identify and explain physical and human causes of drought. There was no 
requirement for candidates to focus on a particular location but in many answers good use was 
made of located knowledge to support and contextualise the answer. 

 
In relation to the AO3 marks, the command word 'assess' requires candidates to write a balanced 
argument which addresses the question. It also requires candidates to write a logical answer where 
the argument presented makes sense and is supported by the evidence presented. Finally, while 
not requiring a final concluding paragraph, the command word 'assess' does require judgements to 
be made. In the context of this question, this required candidates to weigh up the relative 
importance of physical and human causes of drought. This was often best done by structuring each 
paragraph around a different cause of drought and then to make judgement comments at the end 
of each of these paragraphs. 

 
While there were examples of level 3 responses, many candidates got 'stuck' in level 2 because they 
did not make judgements, or they made judgements which were not supported by the evidence 
provided in the answer. 
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This reponse was awarded level 3 - 8 marks. The 
candidate has explained a range of different 
causes of drought (both physical and human) and 
has included located knowledge to support and 
contextualise the answer. Their points are well 
developed and judgements have been made both 
through the answer and at the end. 

 
 
 
 

Using paragraphs to organise a longer response is 
often effective. Writing a short plan in the margin 
is also a useful strategy - perhaps focusing on the 
topic for each of the paragraphs. 
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Question 7 (a) (i) 

This question required candidates to complete a line graph. They needed to plot the points 
accurately (mid-way through each month) and join the points together with a line to gain the third 
mark. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 3 marks. The points 
had been plotted correctly and joined together 
with a clearly drawn line. 
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This response was awarded 1 mark. Although the 
February point was plotted correctly, the March 
point was not plotted mid-way through the month. 
The line mark was also not awarded as only one of 
the points had been plotted accurately. 

 
 
 
 

Candidates should be provided with the 
opportunity to practise all the graph types which 
are listed on p.33 of the specification. 
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Question 7 (a) (ii) 

In this question, candidates were required to calculate the mean value of a set of monthly 
temperatures. This question required candidates to give the correct answer and to show their 
workings. If the candidate gave an incorrect answer but showed correct workings they were 
awarded 1 mark. This could include where they had added the monthly temperatures up 
incorrectly but had then shown that this calculated number had to be divided by 12. Some 
candidates lost a mark because they did not follow the instruction to give the answer to one 
decimal place, while others lost both marks as they calculated either the median or the mode. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 1 mark. Although the 
answer given by the candidate was incorrect they 
had shown that the total monthly temperatures 
should be divided by 12 - so a 'workings mark' was 
given. 
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This response was awarded 2 marks. The correct 
answer was given to 1 decimal place (as required 
by the question) and correct workings were shown. 
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Question 7 (b) 

Q07(b) was not answered well by many candidates. The specification does state that candidates 
should be taught the distribution of the world's large-scale ecosystems and the role of climate in 
influencing their distribution. However, many candidates did not seem to understand what was 
meant by the term 'distribution' and were also unable to identify any large-scale ecosystems. It is 
important that terms such as 'distribution' are taught in a way which will allow candidates to use 
their understanding to 'un-pick' the questions being asked. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 0 marks. Although the 
candidate has made some references to elements 
of ecosystems there was no reference to specific 
large-scale ecosystems or the climate factors 
affecting their distribution. 
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This response was awarded 4 marks. The 
candidate has identified where two large-scale 
ecosystems are located at a global scale 
(distribution) and has then linked each of these to 
an element of the climate found in these areas. 

 
 
 
 

Work through all the papers (specimen and actual) 
and identify the key vocabulary that are being used 
(eg words such as 'distribution', 'frequency' and 
'characteristics'), and embed these in your 
teaching. 
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Question 7 (c) 

This question required candidates to use the resource to identify and then explain one way human 
activity can damage marine ecosystems in the UK. This was a well answered question overall and 
most candidates were able to use the resource effectively. Some candidates, however, talked more 
broadly about impacts which could not be identified from the figure (eg dumping of plastics in the 
ocean) and therefore were not awarded marks. As the question included the words 'with reference 
to Figure 7b' they were required to use evidence from the figure. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 2 marks. The 
candidate has identified a relevant impact from the 
figure (over-fishing) and has then developed the 
answer through explanation (linked to the impact 
on food chains). 
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Question 7 (d) 

This is another example of a 3 mark 'explain' question. Candidates were required to identify a 
relevant reason (eg rapid decomposition of litter material) and then develop this reason further 
through explanation. It was clear from a significant minority of answers that they were unsure of 
what is meant by the term 'litter'. Some candidates referred to people 'dropping litter' in the 
rainforest rather than to the accumulation of leaves and other dead plant material on the forest 
floor. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 3 marks. The 
candidate has identified the role of rapid 
decomposition (1 mark) and has then developed 
this through links to the humid, warm conditions (1 
mark), and to the role of micro-organisms (1 mark). 
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Question 7 (e) 

This question was generally answered well, with many candidates able to identify an economic 
cause (eg mining or commercial farming) and then link this to deforestation shown in the figure, 
giving them 2 marks. In order to achieve the third mark they needed to develop their economic 
cause - for example, by linking the activity to why it is economically useful (eg provides export 
earnings). 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 3 marks. The 
candidate has identified a relevant economic 
activity (selling timber) and has linked this to 
deforestation. They have then gone on to say that 
timber is used to make paper which is sold (as a 
further development point). 

 
 
 
 

When using a resource, always read the key and 
title carefully before attempting the question. 
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Question 7 (f) 

Q07(f) required candidates to explain two separate ways that tropical rainforests can be managed 
sustainably. Most candidates appeared to have some idea of what the term 'sustainably' means 
which was pleasing. The first mark was given for identifying the way (eg providing environmental 
education), and the second mark was then given for the development of this way (eg so that it helps 
people realise the importance of protecting the forest in the future). 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This response was awarded 4 marks. The 
candidate has given two appropriate strategies (tax 
deductions for landowners and developing 
ecotourism) and has then developed each point, 
(landowners will conserve land and providing 
education on how to preserve the rainforest). 
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On these 4 mark open response 'explain' 
questions, candidates are unable to attain 3 marks 
by double-developing one point. Instead, make a 
point and then develop it by using further 
explanation. For example, by using the phrase 
'which means that. . '. 
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Question 7 (g) 

The final question on the paper proved challenging for many candidates. This is, in part, due to the 
use of the command word 'evaluate' but also the fact that this final question will always involve 
linking at least two parts of the topic C content. In this case, it linked topics 3.6c and 3.7c 

 
It was disappointing to see so many candidates did not attempt to answer this question. This may 
have been due to the more challenging nature of the question, but may also have been caused by 
time management issues across the paper. 

 
In relation to the question itself, it is important to recognise that any key term from the 
specification (eg 'biodiversity') can appear in an exam question. It is therefore important that 
centres are systematic in their teaching of the specification and make sure that sufficient emphasis 
is placed on the development of both knowledge and understanding of key terms. 

 
For the AO2 marks, candidates were expected to recognise that deciduous woodlands tend to have 
moderate biodiversity and that this is linked to both physical factors (eg climate and soils) and 
human factors (eg clearance for agriculture). While a range of factors were required, this list did not 
have to be exhaustive - and focusing on a smaller range of factors in greater depth may help to 
improve the quality of explanation. A clear understanding of 3-4 factors and how they affect 
biodiversity was sufficient to access level 3. 

 
In relation to the AO3 marks, the command word 'evaluate' required candidates to write a balanced 
argument which addressed the question. It also required candidates to write a logical answer 
where the argument presented makes sense and is supported by the evidence presented. 

 
Finally, the command word ‘evaluate’ does require candidates to come to a definitive 
conclusion. In the context of this question it could involve identifying which group of 
factors (human or physical) has the greatest impact on the biodiversity of deciduous 
woodlands ecosystems. While it is likely that the concluding judgement will come at the 
end of the response, evaluative judgements made elsewhere in the response (eg at the end 
of each paragraph) are credited. It is important to note that there is no right or wrong 
answer to this question, but candidates should state clearly what they believe and why. 

 
This question also has 4 marks allocated for the assessment of spelling, punctuation, grammar and 
use of specialist terminology. Obviously, candidates will not be awarded any of these marks if they 
do not answer the question or if their response does not achieve any marks for the 8 mark part. 
The use of paragraphs is one element which contributes to this mark and should be encouraged as 
it helps to structure candidates' responses. 
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This response was awarded level 3 and scored the 
full 12 marks - 8 marks for the geography and 4 
marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use 
of specialist terminology. The response is clearly 
structured and shows a range of human and 
physical factors. The candidate has made some 
judgement statements throughout the answer 
and has a clear concluding paragraph. The 
candidate has also considered issues of scale. 
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Using paragraphs to structure extended responses 
will help the candidate organise their thoughts and 
make it easier for the examiner to follow the train 
of thought. 
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Paper Summary 

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice: 
 

Ensure that you are familiar with the command words used in this specification. For example, the 
difference between what is expected for 'examine' and 'assess'. 

 
In questions where there is reference to a resource, it is important that evidence from the 
resource is used to answer the question, as these are targeting AO3. 

 
In the 8 mark 'examine' questions in Section A, candidates must use evidence from the resources 
in their answers rather than simply repeating what they have learnt and revised. The information 
extracted from the resource should be used to support their answer. Making clear reference to 
the resource in their responses (eg 'Figure 3a shows that. . ') may help ensure that the candidate 
does use this evidence. 

 
In questions where they are asked to develop a single reason, it is important to ensure that the 
appropriate number of links in the explanatory chain are developed. The number of marks 
should be used as a guide to this. 

 
There will always be a few questions that require candidates to perform a calculation (AO4). It is 
essential that candidates have a calculator with them. It is also important to read the question 
carefully. For example, if the question states that they should 'show your workings' it is important 
that they do so. 

 
Candidates should be as accurate as possible when completing graphs or diagrams. 

 
Centres should spend time reviewing the specimen and live papers to ensure that they are 
familiar with key vocabulary which is being used in the questions - both in terms of key 
geographical terms (eg river discharge and biodiversity) and words which provide the 'slant' to 
the question (eg characteristics, distribution or frequency). 

 
Centres should prepare candidates for the exam using the wording of the specification and relate 
this to the content taught, so that candidates are familiar with question wording used in the 
examination. 
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Grade Boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828 
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL. 




