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Introduction

This was the first assessment of the new specification for GCSE (9-1) Geography A, Paper 2 - The
Human Environment component and it was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from
candidates.

This paper consists of three 30-mark sections. Of the 94 marks available for this paper, up to 4
marks are awarded for spelling, punctuation, grammar (SPAG), and use of specialist terminology.
The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short open, open response, calculations and 8-mark
extended writing questions. The exam command words which are used in this paper are defined on
page 43 of the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the Assessment
Objectives (AOs).

The approach to individual items is considered in this report, including examples of good practice
related to the 4-mark open response and 8-mark extended writing questions. These questions
provided the greatest range of responses from candidates, with the best answers addressing the
command word directly, whilst providing the necessary level of description, explanation and/or
exemplification.

Section A, Changing Cities and Section B, Global Development each have a mark tariff of 30. In
these sections, candidates are required to answer all the items, with each section culminating in an
8-mark, extended writing question that targets AO2 and AO3.

Section C, Resource Management, begins with a 10-mark suite of questions that assess the detailed
content of the overview section of the specification. Candidates must then choose to answer either
Question 4 (Energy Resource Management) or Question 5 (Water Resource Management). The final
item in each of these two option questions is an 8-mark, extended writing question, which also
includes an additional 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPAG), and use of specialist
terminology.

The new GCSE (9-1) Geography A specification has been designed for all levels of ability, rather than
being differentiated into higher and foundation tiers. In this new qualification, there is greater
emphasis on application and interpretation (AO3), as well as the introduction of new command
words (e.g. 'assess' and ‘evaluate’) which appears to have proven challenging for some candidates.
There also appears to have been some time management issues with some candidates not
managing to complete all the questions.
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Question 1 (a) (iii)

This item required candidates to identify the land use at a given grid reference. It was generally
answered well, with many candidates being awarded the 1 mark.

(iii) Identify the land use at grid reference 201360.

SO\

(1)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 1 mark because the
candidate has correctly identified the land use at
this grid reference.

Q ResuitsPlus
Examiner Tip

Candidates need to be able to apply their map
skills, such as 4- and 6-figure grid references, to
unfamiliar OS maps.
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Question 1 (a) (iv)

Most candidates scored at least 1 mark on this item. Where candidates failed to achieve the full 2
marks, they had often written ‘main roads’ without the idea of convergence.

(iv) Identify two pieces of evidence from grid squares 1632 and 1633 to show that
this area is Bradford’s Central Business District (CBD).

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 2 marks because the
candidate has correctly identified two pieces of
map evidence that show that Bradford's CBD is
found within these grid references.
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Question 1 (b) (i)

Most candidates scored between 1 and 2 marks on this item. The most common correct answers
focussed on cheaper land, open space to build, good connections and proximity to houses for
shoppers. The most common incorrect answers focussed on aspects, such as jobs for locals or
linking to issues about the CBD, with no link to the area shown in Figure 1a.

(b) Recent changes in retailing have created challenges for many UK cities.
Study Figure 1a in the Resource Booklet.

(i) State two possible reasons why the Kingswood Shopping Centre was built

here.
{2)
SR T A LT S o e A S TI 1 / S » c | S 2 T
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 2 marks because the
candidate has applied their knowledge and
understanding (AO3) to this unfamiliar context,
and has stated two possible reasons for the
location of the shopping centre.
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(b) Recent changes in retailing have created challenges for many UK cities.
Study Figure 1a in the Resource Booklet.

(i) State two possible reasons why the Kingswood Shopping Centre was built

here.
(2)

v Yeowme w9 oxYY w0 oo ket Ve
leates ooV A

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 1 mark for the idea that no
other shopping centres are around.

GCSE Geography A1GA0 02 7



Question 1 (b) (ii)

Many candidates scored one mark on this 2-mark item, with a significant proportion not being
awarded any marks. Candidates often failed to score marks by focussing their answer on the
benefits of the out of town shopping centre rather than impacts on the CBD.

There was some misunderstanding of the location of the shopping centre, with some candidates
assuming the shopping centre was built within the CBD and would therefore bring more jobs. In
addition, there was a lot of reference to tourists, which did not gain credit. Even when one correct
impact was suggested, the extension of this was often absent or not strong enough for the second
mark. For candidates who did score marks on this question, it was usually negative impacts that
were suggested, which is acceptable, but the term ‘impact’ could also include positives.

(i) Suggestone impact of the Kingswood Shopping Centre on Hull's CBD.

(2)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 2 marks. The
candidate has correctly developed one impact as
fewer shoppers will be going to the CBD which
means that shops will lose income/go out of
business.
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Question 1 (d)

Most candidates scored 1-2 marks on this 4-mark, open response item, but a significant number
also scored zero marks. Many candidates demonstrated a lack of understanding of the term,
'deindustrialisation’ and many responses failed to develop the cause for a second point. Many
candidates stated an appropriate reason, but only provided, ‘and therefore the factories shut down’
as the extension, thereby not exploring a valid consequence.

Better answers had two clearly developed points that were well supported with further
explanation. The best answers focussed on lower costs overseas resulting in factories closing in the
UK. Many stronger answers focussed on transport improvements, and these two points were
clearly understood by the candidates who took this approach. Weaker answers tended to talk
about job losses within the UK without specifically linking their points to factories closing, or
machinery causing reduction in the labour force within the UK.

(d) Explain two causes of deindustrialisation in the UK.
(4)

1. 0N COMSE. 5. glelealSahin. and. HUS Maans Mass W word. .3 More .
1

e SLAN. Y adapt o RAUNSlegYy.. Y. WA ol ef loUMMSS. .
e A% QN MMAAUATUIDS cotd) . MalR. e Scume . pvesiachs Faltes .

ResultsPlus

~~ Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 4 marks because the
candidate has correctly developed two causes of
deindustrialisation in the UK.
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(d) Explain two causes of deindustrialisation in the UK.
(4)

1 'f&fdﬂrvfftsﬂavcwchnaéccﬂe
Nocon. flavy Mgl SREC lesS a4

Ownvffhre@ftﬁ”wtm"”"ﬁ’?oﬁj/

MOre  fowodl

T T

%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scores 3 marks. This is because the
second point about sectoral shift has not been
sufficiently developed.

Moviry
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Question 1 (e) (i)

In this question, candidates were required to plot the data given to complete the bar chart. It was
generally answered well, with many candidates being awarded the full 2 marks.

(e) Rapid urbanisation has taken place in many developing and emerging countries.

Study Figure 1b below.
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(i) Plot the data for Nairobi given in the table below by completing the bar chart

on Figure 1b.

(2)

Nairobi

3.2

6.0
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/\,
&\ Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 2 marks. The
candidate has correctly drawn both bars to
complete the graph.

\ \ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

Remember to bring a ruler, calculator and sharp
pencil into the exam. This will help you to complete
graphs and perform calculations (AO4) more
accurately.
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Question 1 (e) (ii)

In this question, candidates were required to calculate a projected increase in a given population. It
was generally answered well, with many candidates being awarded the 1 mark.

Question 1 (e) (iii)

In this question, candidates were required to interpret the data in the bar chart (Figure 1b), and
‘state’ one possible reason for the trend. It was generally answered well, with many candidates

being awarded the 1 mark.

T W oW T

(ili) State one possible reason for the trend shown on Figure 1b.

Pre dictidett

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 0 marks. The candidate has
described the trend instead of stating a possible
reason for the trend.
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Question 1 (e) (iv)

In this 4-mark, open response question, many candidates were awarded 2 marks indicating that
they were generally able to provide one developed negative impact of rapid urbanisation, or two
undeveloped impacts.

Many stronger answers focussed on housing issues and the growth of squatter settlements, the
lack of jobs and the growth of the informal sector and/or rising pollution levels. Several candidates

who scored poorly, incorrectly wrote about developed cities (possibly their UK case study), such as
London, Bristol and Birmingham.

(iv) Explain two negative impacts of rapid urbanisation on a city in a developing
or emerging country.

(4)

1AL Qﬂ) ____________________________ Joetacen Pl o Cnc

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 1 mark. The candidate has
identified one negative impact of rapid
urbanisation, but without a further extension of
this idea.
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(iv) Explain two negative impacts of rapid urbanisation on a city in a developing
or emerging country.

(4)
\ORAX AEEOE LN ANN. .. O LA ........
mwnmaqmawawkgmmwab%ﬂgmv
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 4 marks. The
candidate has successfully developed two ideas
about why rapid urbanisation can have negative

impacts on a city in a developing or emerging
country.
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Question 1 (f)

In this 8-mark, extended writing question, there was a higher number of responses than expected
where candidates did not attempt this item at all. There was also a large number who did not locate
their response in a developing or emerging country context and instead wrote about Newcastle,
London, Bristol or Birmingham.

Answers which did focus on developing and emerging countries used Mexico City, Sao Paulo or
Mumbai as a case study, but often with a strong focus on AO2 and a weaker one on AO3. Many
candidates failed to include a conclusion, which is a requirement of an ‘evaluate’ question. Where
responses achieved Level 2 (4-6 marks), there was excellent specific case study detail linked to an
evaluative comment. However, there was a general lack of evaluation in many answers seen, and
management strategies were vague and generic in lower end responses.

Candidates who attained a Level 1 (1-3 marks), often focussed too heavily on problems within
developing cities, rather than strategies to manage them.

16 GCSE Geography A 1GAO 02



(f) You have studied a major city in either a developing or emerging country.

Evaluate the ways that the challenges of rapid urbanisation have been managed
to improve the quality of life.
(8)

Named major city in a developing or emerging country Sﬁ.ﬁ ..... PCLU./ O...
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uxbansatin. have bheon managed 1o
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is a good example of a mid-Level 2
answer scoring 5 marks. The candidate has
considered a range of strategies used to improve
the quality of life (minimum family income, laws
about driving on certain days and building
affordable housing), with some useful place-
specific information. However, for marks to be
awarded at the top of Level 2 and Level 3, greater
depth of explanation about how these strategies
improve quality of life is required.
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(f) You have studied a major city in either a developing or emerging country.

Evaluate the ways that the challenges of rapid urbanisation have been managed

to improve the quality of life.
(8)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is a Level 3 answer and scores 7
marks. There is a good balance of AO2 and AO3
supported by some useful place-specific
information. The reason why this response does
not score full marks is because it lacks the
conclusion/overall judgement that is required in
response to an 'evaluate' question.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Know the requirements of the different command
words, in particular, the difference between,
'assess’, 'evaluate’ and 'explain’.

20 GCSE Geography A 1GA0 02

(Total for Question 1 = 30 marks)




(f) You have studied a major city in either a developing or emerging country.

Evaluate the ways that the challenges of rapid urbanisation have been managed
to improve the quality of fife.

%m:)ﬁmh Q‘.:m:zm ..... D
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<QZ ResultsPlus
Examiner Commen ts

This response scores full marks. In addition to
meeting the AO2 and AO3 requirements for Level
3, the candidate has also included the final
paragraph coming to a conclusion, thus meeting
the requirement for this command word.
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Question 2 (a)

In this question, candidates were required to name one indicator used in the calculation of the
Human Development Index (HDI). This item was generally answered poorly by candidates, with less
than half of the cohort scoring the one mark.

2 Levels of development are different around the world due to a combination of
physical and human factors.

(a) Name one indicator used in the calculation of the Human Development Index (HDI).
(1)

............................... Mﬁm\.«\eqrs\r\edqcc Fonfsc.kou}ctj

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the 1 mark. The candidate
has correctly identified one indicator used in the
calculation of the Human Development Index.

GCSE Geography A 1TGA0 02 23



Question 2 (b) (ii)

In this question, candidates were required to study Figure 2a and identify the continent that has the
highest number of countries with a very high HDI. This item was not answered especially well, with
about half of candidates scoring the one mark.

Question 2 (b) (iii)

In this question, candidates were asked to state two disadvantages of the method of presentation
shown on Figure 2a. Many correct responses referred to the different levels of shading on Figure
2a, and how one might be unable to differentiate between these. Many candidates also referred to
the fact that borders between countries were unclear and/or choropleth maps, such as these, mask
variations within a country. Overall, most candidates could offer at least one disadvantage of
choropleth maps, but some incorrectly referred to a lack of data for some countries and the fact
that not all countries were labelled, which is not a disadvantage of the method of presentation.

(iii) State two disadvantages of the method of presentation shown on Figure 2a.

oM doesnt give. ony prgure s
_____________ Doanducokion.. Qs 40 panod . degin

CCLCQC‘BD Y-

2.3 Colouslrs. o  Simlar. . c.uhmln _______ causid .

................. CaMse  ConPuUSIon . oaNan. MO e —
ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 2 marks. The
candidate has correctly addressed the question
and identified two disadvantages of using
choropleth maps.
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Question 2 (c)

In this question, candidates were asked to state one physical factor that has led to variations in the
level of development across the UK. This item was answered poorly by candidates, with
approximately half of the cohort failing to score any marks.

(c) State one physical factor that has led to variations in the level of development
across the UK.

(1)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the 1 mark. The candidate
has correctly identified flat land as a physical factor
that leads to variations in the level of development
across the UK.

Question 2 (d) (ii)
In this question, candidates were required to calculate the median GDP per capita for the countries

shown on Figure 2b. This item was generally answered well, with many candidates being awarded
the 1 mark.
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Question 2 (d) (iii)

In this open response question, candidates were asked to explain two reasons why GDP per capita
is often lower in the periphery regions of a country. Many responses related to the location of the
periphery and how it would lack investment due to poor access to the local community. Many
candidates also referred to the fact that the periphery was not along the coast and that would limit
the ability to enhance GDP, although candidates did not substantiate this as the explanations were
limited.

Many candidates identified that the local community had low paid jobs and that the GDP of the
area would suffer because of this. Several candidates referred to the CBD areas and that people
move to these areas to find jobs, thus lowering the opportunity for the periphery to improve GDP
due to a lack of skilled workers. Very few candidates referred to tectonic activity reducing GDP.

Weaker responses were characterised with some confusion over the terms ‘periphery’ and ‘core’,
with some candidates not aware that the GDP was lower in periphery. Another common error was
assuming that periphery areas are poorer because of their population density, but typically this was
not accurately linked and explained to a specific cause of low GDP per capita. Some candidates just
wrote ‘resources’ and did not say what the issue was.

(iii) Explain two reasons why GDP per capita is often lower in the periphery

regions of a country.
(4)

1 Seriphey reqanl v fess s fo. Actnolgy vanty. Sy
v Lol adlatid,. 2] .a . cf A«me::f M;éz/ b fo...
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\ / ResultsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 4 marks. The
candidate has correctly included two reasons that
have both been developed.

e

\ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

On these 4-mark, open response ‘explain’
guestions, candidates are unable to attain 3 marks
by double-developing one point. Instead, make a
point and then develop it by using further
explanation. For example, by using the phrase,
"which means that...".
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Question 2 (e) (i)

In this question, candidates were required to plot the data given to complete the population
pyramid on Figure 2c. This item was generally answered very well, with many candidates being
awarded the full 3 marks.

(e) Changes in population structure}nerthe last 30 years have influenced the
development of developing and emerging countries.

Study Figure 2c below.
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Figure 2c
Population pyramids for Ghana, a developing country, 1986 and 2016
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(i) Plot the data below to complete the 2016 population pyramid on Figure 2¢c.

(3)

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 3 marks. The
candidate has correctly completed the population
pyramid by plotting the three horizontal bars.

0-4 7.5
15-19 5.0
35-39 25

ResultsPlus
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Question 2 (e) (iii)

In this question, candidates were asked to state two possible reasons for the decrease in the 0-4
age group shown on Figure 2c.

This item was generally well answered, with many responses discussing changing birth and death
rates. Candidates generally were successful in stating reasons for the decrease with ‘reduction in
birth rate’, or similar, being a common response. Most candidates understood the command word
‘state’, although some candidates did not go on to offer a developed explanation.

The most successful responses were able to connect the observed change to classic causes of
change in the demographic transition model, such as increasing education, contraception and less
need for children to work the land. Better answers discussed the requirement to improve water
and sanitation.

Many candidates could offer two reasons for the decrease in the 0-4 cohort, although a few
misunderstood the question as being about a decline in females only. Some candidates appeared
not to have read/understood that the question related to falling rather than rising birth rates.

A proportion of candidates showed an understanding of the fact that adults were choosing to have
a family later in life, and that females are opting for longer working careers. Some candidates also
intimated at government policy to reduce or limit child births per family.

Incorrect responses tended to link the observed 0-4 percentage population decline as a result of an
increase in the death rate, the out-migration of the 0-4 year olds or worsening healthcare.

(iii) State two possible reasons for the decrease in the 0-4 age group shown on
Figure 2c.

(2)

(1Y

................................. 7.8 i

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 2 marks. The
candidate has correctly stated two possible
reasons for the decrease in the 0-4 age group
shown on Figure 2c¢ (AO3).
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Question 2 (f)

In this 4-mark, open response question, candidates were asked to explain two ways geopolitical
relationships have affected the development of either a named developing or emerging country.

It appeared that a large proportion of candidates did not understand the term, ‘geopolitical’, and
many candidates wrote nothing at all.

Better responses to this question related to India's geopolitical territorial conflict with Pakistan over
Kashmir. Some candidates referred to India's relationship with Great Britain due to the
colonisation, and how this has enhanced trade agreements. Some candidates also discussed the
geopolitical ties between Canada and India, and how Canada has been trading with India. Many
candidates identified problematic situations that can occur between countries but failed to name
the countries and give specific examples.

(f) Explain two ways geopolitical relationships have affected the development of
either a named developing or emerging country.
(4)

1
Named developing or emerging country . MQ ___________ T

Ao Uas 5&1@ TUDLIOAS WLt e Lk Wﬁm .............
L oLy s MAaS e e ﬂgq

_fWﬂWWW}WMﬂU M@#M _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 4 marks. The
candidate has made two different points about
India's geopolitical relationships; one with the UK
and one with Pakistan. Both points have been
explained further, making links to development
which enable the response to attain full marks.
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Question 2 (g)

In this 8-mark, extended writing question, candidates were asked to ‘assess’ the positive and
negative impacts of rapid development on either a named developing or emerging country.

Many candidates were able to describe the positives and negatives of rapid development but were
less successful in assessing the significance of these.

A large proportion of responses were rather vague and lacked place-specific detail. The command
word ‘assess’ was often ignored, with few candidates clearly stating the importance or significance
of the impacts they chose to explain.

Many answers ignored the requirement to use a ‘developing or emerging country’, and instead
used a developed country or a city. Some weaker responses suggested the impacts were mainly
about ‘more jobs’, ‘overpopulation’ or ‘an increase in tourism'’.

A common error, even in many high-scoring answers, was to suggest that CO2 emissions from
traffic or industry directly harms human health, when in fact other emissions, for example,
particulates, nitrous oxides, are to blame for health impacts.

As this item has some overlap with Q1f, some candidates appeared to carry forward ideas relating
to management (e.g. bottom-up projects to improve conditions in shanty towns), rather than talk
about the impacts of rapid development.

A large proportion of responses had limited AO3, with answers being very generic and lacking the
depth of analysis expected for this AO. For example, many candidates wrote a paragraph about a
positive impact and a paragraph about a negative impact, but often with similar content and with
little in the way of connected ideas or comments that showed they had ‘assessed'.

India, again, was often used as the emerging country in the more successful candidate responses,
with the contrasting impacts on Bihar and Mumbai to help illustrate points about social,
environmental and economic impacts.

Lower scoring responses were typically able to identify changes caused by rapid development but
with less discussion and assessment of the impacts, and with not as many ‘assessing’ both the
positives and negatives. Many responses were also highly generalised and could be applied to
almost any location.

Economic impacts were largely viewed as a positive and linked to jobs and quality of life.
Environmental impacts were successfully assessed in terms of deforestation and air/water
pollution. Links to increased carbon dioxide and global warming consequences and their impacts
were more general. Assessment of social impacts had varying levels of precision with
improvements to healthcare and education often given. Higher level responses used place-specific
information.
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(g) Assess the positive and negative impacts of rapid development on either
a named developing or emerging country. .
(8)
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ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

This response achieves Level 3 and scores 7 marks.
There is a good range and depth of both AO2 and
AO3, including some useful place-specific
information about India. Despite having a
conclusion/summary, the candidate does not
clearly indicate which is the biggest/most
significant impact, which is needed for the
command word, 'assess'. Therefore, the response
is not awarded full marks.
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(g) Assess the positive and negative impacts of rapid development on either
a named developing or emerging country.
(8)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of a mid-range Level 2
response and scores 5 marks. The candidate has
included some legitimate information about the
positive and negative impacts of rapid
development on a named country. However,
despite having some strong AO2, the response
does not have the depth of AO3 to access the top
of Level 2.
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(g) Assess the positive and negative impacts of rapid development on either
a named developing or emerging country.
(8)
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| /< Examiner Comments

This response is awarded a Level 1 and scores 2
marks. The candidate has identified some basic
impacts of rapid development, pollution and slums
for AO2, but has not developed any of these ideas
for AO3. The response is completely generic. For
Level 2, some AO3 is expected, i.e. some
connections made between ideas or assessment of
the impacts.
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Question 3 (a)

In this question, candidates were asked to define the term ‘renewable resource’. This item was
answered well by most candidates, with many scoring the full 1 mark.

Most candidates stated that renewable energy can be defined as something that can be reused

again or will never run out. However, it is worth noting that several candidates failed to score any
marks as they provided an example of renewable energy instead of a definition.

3 People exploit and can change environments in order to obtain natural resources.

(a) Define the term renewable resource.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the 1 mark. The candidate
has correctly defined the term.
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Question 3 (b) (ii)

This question required candidates to calculate the mean amount of forest cover shown in Figure 3
and to show the mathematical workings. Some candidates demonstrated the correct workings but
got the wrong answer, possibly due to the absence of a calculator in the examination. A small
proportion of candidates stated the right answer, but no working was shown, so were only awarded
1 mark. It is important to note that the question required candidates to write their answer to one
decimal place and many simply wrote ‘58, instead of ‘58.0".

(i) Calculate the mean amount of forest cover shown on Figure 3.
Answer to one decimal place.

You must show your workings in the space below.
‘0-5 (2)
bl
59 ES I
S 7 / N
SS b
595

“"@C{f;” ......... SY A %

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 1 mark. The candidate has
correctly demonstrated how to calculate the mean
amount of forest cover but was unable to write the
final answer to one decimal place.

P

A\
\ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully. If you are asked to
show workings, you will lose marks if you just write
the final answer. Similarly, if you are asked to write
the answer to one decimal place, you will lose
marks if you fail to do so.
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Question 3 (b) (iii)

This question required candidates to name one type of graph that could be used to present the
data given in Figure 3. This item was answered well by most candidates, with bar graph/line graph
being the most popular answers. Some candidates who did not gain a mark for this question often
incorrectly chose scatter graphs or pie charts as their answer.

(iii) Name one type of graph that could be used to present the data shown on
Figure 3.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the 1 mark. The candidate
has correctly identified a line graph as one type of
graph that could be used to present the data
shown on Figure 3.
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Question 3 (b) (iv)

This question targets AO3 and requires candidates to give a reason, relating to a source in the
Resource Booklet, which shows the changes in the amount of forest cover decreasing in Tanzania
since 1990 - 2015. The most popular answer was ‘deforestation’ and for building infrastructure, like
roads. A small number of candidates gained a mark by mentioning illegal logging, but a few
candidates left this item unanswered.

(iv) State one possible reason for the trend shown on Figure 3.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the 1 mark. The candidate
has correctly identified 'deforestation’ as a possible
reason for the trend shown on Figure 3.
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Question 3 (b) (v)

In this 4-mark, open response question, candidates were asked to ‘explain’ two ways in which the
trend in Figure 3 could impact on the environment. Overall, this item was answered very well with
many candidates scoring the full 4 marks.

Almost all candidates attempted, and were able to access, the question as most of them could
understand the data. Many candidates focussed on the idea of deforestation as they understood
that the amount of forest cover was decreasing. The best responses recognised that a loss of trees
leads to soil erosion, and the most common correct answers were linked to the loss of habitats,
which would lead to a loss in animal biodiversity.

The most common mistakes were for describing the data rather than explaining it, and for
candidates not developing their points. Also, it was noted that some candidates unnecessarily
spent time re-wording the question, for example, 'the other way that this could impact on the
environment is', and then writing an answer but failing to develop it.

(v) Explain two ways in which the trend shown on Figure 3 could impact on the
environment.

(4)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 2 marks. The candidate has
correctly identified two impacts related to
destroying habitats and increasing CO2 in the
atmosphere, but neither point has been developed
through further explanation.
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Question 4 (b)

In this question, candidates were asked to state one other non-renewable energy resource, other
than natural gas.

There were relatively few errors regarding the identification of another non-renewable energy
resource. Where the mark was lost, candidates often incorrectly named a renewable energy
resource, for example, solar or wind power.

(b) Natural gas is a non-renewable energy resource.

State one other non-renewable energy resource.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the 1 mark. The candidate
has correctly identified coal as a non-renewable
resource.
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Question 4 (c) (ii)

In this question, candidates were required to identify the region with the smallest percentage
change in natural gas production between 1970 and 2015 from the data given in Figure 4. The vast
majority of candidates correctly identified Europe and Eurasia for 1 mark. South and Central
America appeared as the most common error.

(ii) Identify the region with the smallest percentage change in natural gas
production between 1970 and 2015.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the 1 mark. The candidate
has correctly identified Europe and Eurasia as the
region with the smallest percentage change in
natural gas production between 1970 and 2015.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

When using a resource, always read the key and
title carefully before you attempt the question.
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Question 4 (c) (iii)

In this question, candidates were asked to state two possible reasons for the change in the Middle
East's natural gas production, as shown in Figure 4, for 2 marks.

This item was generally well answered with most candidates achieving 1-2 marks. The most popular
responses included new locations discovered, better technology to obtain natural gas (i.e. more
advanced technology so it is becoming easier to extract), population increase/increased demand
and other types running out with particular reference to oil.

Some candidates implied that other forms of energy had taken over from natural gas, therefore
production had naturally declined. Others related the change to the government emphasis now
being on the development of renewable energy resources, such as solar panels and wind turbines.
Occasionally, candidates used statistical evidence to describe the changes in natural gas production
in the Middle East from 1970 to 2015.

(iii) State two possible reasons for the change in the Middle East’s natural gas

production shown on Figure 4.
(2)

1. Rette technoleoy . So they Con..mine...ik..Mmoee. eafiy

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 2 marks. The
candidate has correctly stated two possible
reasons (AO3).
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Question 4 (d)

In this 2-mark question, candidates were asked to explain one disadvantage of fracking. This item
was well answered by the majority of candidates, with most scoring at least 1 mark.

The most popular answers referred to earthquakes and damage to properties/housing,
underground water pollution and contamination of drinking water, production of greenhouses
gases and a link to global warming.

A significant number of candidates were able to offer one basic disadvantage of fracking but were
unable to provide an extension of the idea. This happened quite frequently with regard to the cost
of the process, or the impact of the disadvantage they had identified. Occasionally, candidates
offered two disadvantages without an extension of either idea.

(d) Explain one disadvantage of fracking.

(2)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 2 marks. The
candidate has correctly identified one
disadvantage of fracking (mini-earthquakes) and
has gone on to develop this by saying why this is
bad (damage buildings).
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Question 4 (e)

In this 4-mark, open response question, candidates were asked to explain one way a named

developed country has attempted to manage its energy resources in a sustainable way. Most
candidates were able to acquire at least 2 marks on this item by developing a generic way of
managing energy resources in a sustainable manner.

Although very much in the minority, some excellent answers were seen. In these cases, candidates
clearly understood the concept of sustainability in terms of energy management. Answers were
particularly successful when related to well-chosen exemplar material, the most popular of which
proved to be Germany. In these cases, candidates were able to clearly state/outline the national
strategy, provide some well-learnt specific detail and go on to explain why the country had
adopted, or was following, this strategy. Candidates would then extend this in terms of the benefits
associated with sustainable energy.

Other popular choices were the UK and Norway. However, responses that used the UK as an
example quite often were somewhat generic in nature along the lines of there being a decline in
the use of non-renewable resources because they had run out. Quite a few candidates quoted
China, an emerging country, but, again, their responses tended to be rather limited and would lack
focus on exactly what the question demanded.

A major fault by candidates was to look at more than one way that a named country has managed
its energy resources in a sustainable way. Possibly due to candidates being unable or unwilling to
expand upon the national strategy, they identified and merely replaced this with a broader range of
actual or possible strategies that could be implemented on a national or regional scale. Therefore,
it was these broader, generic types of responses, or the identification of an example that was
clearly not an emerging or developing country, that would set limits on the marks that could be
obtained. Another fault that emerged was where candidates had focussed on a specific energy
resource and merely discussed some of the advantages and disadvantages.
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(e) Explain one way a named developed country has attempted to manageits =~~~ ¢/
energy resources in a sustainable way.

Named developed country 5?

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 4 marks. The
candidate has successfully double-developed one
idea and has included some clear exemplification
to support the answer.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Do not be tempted to list a range of ideas if the
question requires you to 'explain one'.
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(e) Explain one way a named developed country has attempted to manage its
energy resources in a sustainable way.
(4)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is another good example of a response which
was awarded the full 4 marks. The candidate has
focussed on one strategy and has included some
place-specific information.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Without any clear place-specific information,
responses cannot be awarded more than 3 marks.
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Question 4 (f)

In this 8-mark, extended writing question, candidates were asked to assess the reasons why the UK
and other countries use a mix of different energy resources.

A significant proportion of candidates ignored the focus of the question. Many responses merely
consisted of a comparison of energy usage between developed and developing countries, often
describing what energy/electricity was used for in different places. These types of responses tended
to lack any real specific detail and were only partially explained.

The better responses were able to clearly identify the factors that would help to explain why a
particular country had a mix of different energy resources, namely population size, income/wealth
and availability and location of energy supplies. The more successful candidates would then go on
to use these in a comparative context. Furthermore, these responses included an attempt at a
concluding paragraph or discussion of what was the most important reason(s) for the types of
energy resource utilised by their named country/countries.

Some of the better responses compared the UK with India, China or Iceland, although many
responses were limited in their coverage and were thus deemed imbalanced. At times, candidates
would go to great lengths discussing the types of energy at their nominated country's disposal,
mainly the UK, but leave this at a descriptive level with little attempt to offer an explanation.

In terms of SPAG, most of the responses tended to be of an intermediate performance level. These
were largely determined by the lack of paragraphs, limited sentence construction, key words spelt
incorrectly and the lack of appropriate specialist geographical terminology used throughout the
answers.
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(f) Assess the reasons why the UK and other countries use a mix of different energy
resources.
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| /< Examiner Comments

This response is awarded Level 1 and scores 3
marks and a further 2 marks for SPAG. The
candidate has provided some information about
energy resources used in the UK, but has not really
got to grips with the thrust of the question about
reasons for 'energy mix', which is expected for
Level 2.

AN

&

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

Be able to define all key terms cited in the
specification. Many candidates struggled with this
question as it was clear they did not fully
understand the concept of 'energy mix'.
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(f) Assess the reasons why the UK and other countries use a mix of different energy

resources.
(8)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is awarded Level 2 and scores 6
marks and a further 3 marks for SPAG. The
candidate has provided some information about
energy resources used in Iceland for AO2,
accompanied by some explanation and analysis for
AO3. For Level 3, a greater range of evidence,
including some details about UK energy mix, would
be required.
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(f) Assess the reasons why the UK and other countries use a mix of different energy

resources.
(8)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is awarded Level 3 and scores the
full 8 marks and a further 4 marks for SPAG. This
candidate has provided a good range of
information about energy resources used in the
UK and other countries for AO2, with a balance of
AO3 throughout. Crucially, the candidate has
addressed the command word, ‘assess’ by
considering which reasons are most important for
the energy mix used by a country.
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Question 5 (b)

In this question, candidates were asked to state one reason why some areas around the world have
water supply problems for 1 mark. This item was generally well attempted by candidates.

Candidates that were successful in obtaining the mark often mentioned that water supply
problems were due to a lack of rainfall, or a seasonal imbalance of rainfall. Other successful
candidates were able to identify drought, poverty, increased population or ageing infrastructure.

Weaker responses suggested that there was too much rainfall/flooding and so failed to obtain the
mark. Responses that focused on issues linked to water quality also did not get the mark, often
referring to contaminated/polluted water, or that it ‘wasn't clean’.

(b) State one reason why some areas have water supply problems.
(1)

.................................... . Ji"aﬂ@{r&ﬂdmﬁﬂj”fﬂﬂﬁﬂf?g'ﬂdfh/ﬂ!&m

{Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scores the 1 mark. The candidate
has correctly stated one reason why some areas
have water supply problems.
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Question 5 (c) (ii)

In this question, candidates were required to identify the area with the smallest change in the
Water Exploitation Index (WEI) between summer 2002 and summer 2012, as shown in Figure 5. This
item was generally answered well, with many candidates scoring the 1 mark.

(i) Identify the area with the smallest change in WEI between summer 2002 and
summer 2012,

Qegrianet

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the 1 mark. The candidate
has correctly identified Scotland as the area with
the smallest change in WEI.
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Question 5 (c) (iii)

In this question, candidates were asked to state two possible reasons for the change in the North
Eastern area’s WEI, as shown in Figure 5, for 2 marks. Most candidates tended to understand what
the question was asking and were awarded 2 marks.

However, a proportion of responses had clearly misinterpreted Figure 5 and believed that the WEI
index had increased, rather than decreased, or that a decrease in WEI meant that there was less
water available, and not more.

In good responses, many candidates talked about conservation methods of water, such as low
water usage appliances, dual flush toilets, water meters and better education about water usage.
There were also some good responses about drip irrigation, better ways of storing water and less
leakage from pipes.

Some weaker responses suggested that it was because of pollution the water has got better, or that
more industry created global warming, which showed a lack of understanding about the reasons
why water supply, rather than quality, might change over time.

(iii) State two possible reasons for the change in the North Eastern area’s WEI
shown on Figure 5.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 2 marks. The
candidate has correctly stated two possible
reasons for the change in WEI (AO3).
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Question 5 (d)

In this question, candidates were asked to explain one disadvantage of desalination for 2 marks.
However, many candidates did not follow the requirement of the questions by writing two simple
statements of disadvantages.

Many candidates considered the idea that desalination was an expensive process (1 mark), but then
struggled to explain the point that they had made. For example, by extending their answer to
comment on how the cost would restrict desalination in developing/emerging countries, where,
arguably, it is needed most.

Many candidates also explained that it will cause damage to habitats but did not always extended
the point to explain the impact. Some candidates lost marks as they described the process of
desalinisation rather than explain one negative impact.

(d) Explain one disadvantage of desalination.

(2)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 1 mark. The candidate has
correctly identified a disadvantage by suggesting
that it uses a lot of energy, but this point has been
insufficiently developed. For example, simply
stating that ‘it is bad for the environment' is too
vague.
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(d) Explain ur:iﬁt'll“;advantage of desalination.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores the full 2 marks. The
candidate has correctly identified a disadvantage
and has extended the idea for the second mark.
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Question 5 (e)

In this 4-mark, open response question, candidates were asked to explain one way a named
country has attempted to manage its water resources in a sustainable way. However, candidates
generally struggled to gain more than 2 marks on this item.

A large proportion of candidates used Las Vegas as a case study and were familiar with how
households have been encouraged by the government to decrease their water usage. The UK was
also used but there was limited information on the government’s approach to managing water
sustainably. Responses tended to focus more on how individual people and households could
change certain functions, such as dual flush toilets to decrease the amount of water that they use.

At times, candidates struggled with the exemplification part of the ‘explain’ question and there was
limited specific details, which restricts the response to a maximum of 3 marks.

(e) Explain one way a named developed country has attempted to manage its water

resources in a sustainable way.
(4)

Named developed country ... UK oo

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scores 3 marks. The candidate has
correctly identified a strategy to manage water
resources, such as monitoring soil moisture levels,
with two further marks for development. However,
the answer is quite generic and requires some
place-specific exemplification (AO1) for the fourth
mark.
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Question 5 (f)

In this 8-mark, extended writing question, candidates were asked to assess the reasons why there
are differences in water consumption between a developed country and either an emerging or a
developing country. Candidates were generally quite proficient at using case studies and
exemplification in their responses to this question.

Many candidates were able to identify that developed countries tend to use more water for
domestic purposes and developing/emerging countries use more in agriculture. Candidates were
also confident at explaining the link between the differences in lifestyle in the countries that they
had discussed.

However, very few candidates carried out the assessment part of this question, instead focusing on
explaining why there are differences. Many candidates did not recognise that the question needed
to discuss the domestic, industrial and agricultural use of water. Of the candidates that identified
these key areas of water consumption, some were slightly mixed up with the understanding that
emerging/developing countries use more water in agriculture due to poor equipment and not just
due to a lack of availability of water.
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(f) Assess the reasons why there are differences in water consumption between

a developed country and either an emerging or a developing country.
(8)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is awarded Level 2 and scores 4
marks and a further 1 mark for SPAG. The
candidate has struggled to keep the focus of the
response tightly on the question, but has provided
some information, largely AO2, about what water
is used for, and a partial explanation about why
this is different in different countries.
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(f) Assess the reasons why there are differences in water consumption between
a developed country and either an emerging or a developing country.

(8)
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ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

This response is awarded Level 2 and scores 6
marks and a further 2 marks for SPAG. The
candidate has provided some descriptive
information usage, which does not quite answer
the question directly, but does offer some
reasonable explanation as to why the amount of
water consumption varies. For example, by making
links with agricultural usage and for industrial
purposes.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Ensure that candidates are familiar with the new command words used in this specification, for
example, the difference in demands of ‘assess’ and ‘evaluate’.

* Remember that ‘assess’ requires candidates to use evidence to determine the relative
significance of something, considering all factors and identifying which are the most important.
Alternatively, ‘evaluate’ requires candidates to measure the value or success of something and
ultimately, provide a substantiated judgement/conclusion.

¢ Centres should spend time reviewing the examples in this report, and other support materials via
the qualification page on the Pearson website. This will help candidates become more familiar
with the expectations of the command words, and how they should target the different AOs.

* In questions where there is reference to a resource, it is important to ensure that evidence from
the resource is used to answer the question, as these items are targeting AO3.

* In questions where they are asked to develop a single reason, it is important to ensure that the
appropriate number of links in the explanatory chain are developed. The number of marks
should be used as a guide. These questions usually have the command word, ‘suggest’ or
‘explain’, but may differ in depth depending on the expectation of the question. For example, a
4-mark, ‘explain one reason why..." question requires greater depth than a 4-mark, ‘explain two
reasons for..." question.

* There will always be a few questions that require candidates to perform a calculation (AO4).
Therefore, it is essential that candidates have a calculator with them. It is also important to read
the question carefully. For example, if the question states, ‘answer to one decimal place’, this
must be done to access full marks.

* In the new specification, there is a greater emphasis on AO3 (application of knowledge and
understanding), rather than merely recalling facts and figures. Therefore, it is important that
candidates can apply place-specific information from their case studies to unfamiliar contexts, or
when asked to refer to a named country. The absence of this is likely to limit attainment of higher
marks.

¢ Use the Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs) and specimen papers to help familiarise candidates
with the structure of the paper; this will hopefully avoid situations where the rubric has not been
followed.

¢ Candidates should be able to define all the key geographical terminology in the detailed content.

For example, a secure understanding of the terms ‘deindustrialisation’ (Q1d), ‘periphery’ (Q2diii)
and ‘desalination’ (Q5d) were not fully grasped by many candidates in this examination series.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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