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Introduction 

This was the sixth series for this paper and the first series where spelling, punctuation 
and grammar (SPaG) was assessed separately in Section B.  

Candidates were once again required to answer questions from one topic in Section A 
(25 marks) and questions from one topic in Section B (25 marks + three marks for 
SPaG).  

The mean mark for the paper was similar to that of the last two series and topics 4 
and 6 again proved to be the most popular with candidates.  

Centres are reminded that current Year 10 candidates should be following the revised 
linear specification for first assessment in June 2014. Please see the Edexcel website 
for further details about the content, assessment and so on for the revised 
specification.  

There was a range in the level of performance for four- and six-mark questions, with 
better candidates being able to develop initial ideas through explanation and/or 
exemplification.  

This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and/or 
comments, for a selection of questions. The exemplification will come mainly from 
questions that required more complex responses from candidates. 
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Question 1(a)(i) 

Candidates generally answered this question well, with Ecuador in criss-cross hatching 
and Uruguay in a dotted pattern. Candidates were quite clear in interpreting the table 
and key.  

Question 1(a)(ii) 

Many candidates picked up marks with their descriptions of the distribution over South 
America. Candidates mostly highlighted the west coast as being 30–39% secondary 
industry. Many other candidates were awarded marks for using data and relating it to 
a particular country, eg Brazil has 20–29% secondary industry. Some candidates lost 
marks when compass points were incorrect and data was not used in full (or at all).  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate has included a number 
of descriptive statements and crucially has included correct data 
allowing full marks to be awarded. 
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Question 1(a)(iii) 

The Toyota car industry featured frequently as a case study of an activity in the 
secondary sector and this question was generally well located with good use of data 
and locational knowledge.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores no marks. The candidate has not linked their 
answer to an activity in the secondary sector. 
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examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. There are developed points about the 
factors affecting the location and clear locational information has been 
provided. 
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Question 1(b)(i) 

This was generally answered well with most candidates focusing on the restaurant (or 
fast food and McDonalds). ‘Argos’ and ‘shop’ were also popular answers from 
candidates. Some answers were a not clear enough, eg with ‘shopping’ being put 
down rather than shop.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response is incorrect and therefore scores no marks. 

 

 

 

examiner comment 

This is an example of a correct response (one mark). 
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Question 1(b)(ii) 

Candidates mostly focused on the fact that the retail park was three miles from York 
and this would bring a new market from an already popular tourist/residential area.  
Marks were picked up for both of these suggestions. Weaker answers focused on the 
fact that there was a car park without it being a development of a point about the flat 
land.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores two marks: it mentions the proximity to York and 
transport routes. The last part of the sentence does not score any 
marks as it is linked to the actual city of York rather than the retail 
park itself. 
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Question 1(c) 

Many candidates chose to focus more on the benefits of de-industrialisation to tourist 
attractions and wildlife, with many references to the Eden Project and Reading. Many 
answers tended to be more descriptive, describing the changes that had taken place, 
with limited explanations to develop these ideas.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This answer scores three marks for the developed point and 
exemplification in the first part of the question. The second part of the 
answer talks about the negatives of de-industrialisation, not what the 
question is asking for. 
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Question 1(d) 

China frequently appeared as a case study for secondary sector growth. Generally, 
candidates explained the socioeconomic impacts of growth in their chosen study but, 
in the majority of answers, these were not specifically linked to growth in the 
secondary sector but more to economic growth in general.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks (+ two marks for SPaG). There are a 
number of descriptive points and enough partial explanation (air 
pollution) and locational detail for the top of Level 2. Part of the answer 
is not linked to secondary growth. 

For a Level 3, greater depth of explanation, supported by relevant 
locational detail would be evident. 
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Question 2(a)(i) 

This was generally answered well, with candidates using the key to help them 
complete the map. 

Question 2(a)(ii) 

Candidates were generally able to go around the map describing (with appropriate 
data) what it showed. Some candidates successfully identified the key trends shown 
by the map. 

Question 2(b)(i) 

The majority of candidates were able to identify one reason from Figure 2b, with 
answers linked to scenery being the most common. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores one mark for stating ‘the (vast beautiful) 
scenery’. 
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Question 2(b)(ii) 

This was generally answered well, with the majority of candidates including at least 
one developed or explained point to access three or four marks. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate has made a developed 
point about habitat destruction and separate points about litter and 
wildlife being scared. 
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Question 2(c) 

There were some good answers here, with candidates being able to describe how a 
particular farm has diversified. It is pleasing to see that case studies have been 
learned and facts and figures are being used to support a description. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. There is a range of different 
strategies such as B&B and caravan storage. These examples are 
clearly linked to a specific case study, allowing full marks to be 
awarded. 
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Question 2(d) 

The majority of candidates appeared to struggle with this question, with many only 
being awarded a maximum of two marks. Common responses referred to ‘pollution 
when burnt’ and ‘takes more room up than normal crops’, but there were very few 
candidates who were able to include examples in their answer. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate has included two 
developed points and used a named example (elephant grass) in the 
correct context. 
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Question 2(e) 

This question was generally done poorly by candidates. It was common for candidates 
to focus on the causes of pressure and conflict (despite good locational detail), rather 
than on the management of pressure and conflict. 

 

 

examiner comment 

The response is Level 1 and scores two marks. There is weak 
description about ‘planning permission’ and managing litter. 

For a Level 2 answer, greater focus on the management of national 
parks rather than the types of conflict is required. 
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Question 3(a)(i) 

The majority of candidates who attempted this question managed to shade both areas 
correctly. Some candidates just shaded Dover, omitting Gravesham.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores two marks as both areas have been shaded 
correctly, in line with the map’s key. 
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Question 3(a)(ii) 

Responses from many candidates were mainly focused on the ‘majority’ percentage as 
the whole of mid- and east Kent was 7–12%. Some good answers were seen, 
which highlighted west Kent as a low percentage and/or identified one area in the 
north of the county with the highest percentage.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate has included a number 
of descriptive statements and crucially has included correct data 
allowing full marks to be awarded. 
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Question 3(a)(iii) 

Many candidates successfully provided answers relating to the social factors creating a 
demand for new housing. A lot of reference was made to the increased divorced rate, 
later marriages and increased longevity leading to greater demand for homes. These 
were generally well-explained points, allowing candidates to three or four marks.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate has managed to 
include well-explained points about the changing age of marriage and 
divorce rates to achieve full marks. A strong answer. 

 

 

examiner tip 

Make sure that you explain basic points and incorporate examples 
where you can. 
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Question 3(b) 

Most candidates scored highly here as the identification of ‘care homes’ from the 
resource sufficed as evidence. Some weaker responses concentrated only on 
refurbishing existing buildings without considering redevelopment or a change in land 
use.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate has made two 
developed points: one about redevelopment and one about renewal. 
There is also mention of the possible care home, demonstrating use of 
Figure 3b. 
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Question 3(c)(i) 

This was answered really well by the majority of candidates. Good answers focused on 
the clustered aspect, especially around a crossroad. Other popular responses 
mentioned buildings being bunched and grouped together. Some candidates, who 
answered incorrectly, focused on buildings being spread out – clearly getting 
nucleated and dispersed mixed up.  

 

 

examiner comment 

There is plenty here for one mark: ‘clustered’, ‘buildings are close 
together’ and ‘around a crossroads’. 

Question 3(c)(ii) 

Many candidates answered this well, explaining a number of different physical factors 
affecting the site of settlements and providing developed points. This tended to focus 
on factors such as water supply, wood, flat land, aspect and relief. However, some 
candidates provided a list of factors with little explanation and therefore points were 
not developed. There were occasions when candidates referred to the siting of 
brownfield and greenfield sites, and factors affecting this.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate has included explained 
points about aspect and relief; the idea of a bridging point is also valid. 
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Question 3(d) 

Many answers were rather generic, providing descriptions and explanations for growth 
in urban areas but often lacking in specific locational detail. Some candidates wrote in 
detail about shanty towns or HIV orphans in Nairobi, but these were not answering 
the question, suggesting they may have misinterpreted the question.   

 
 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores three marks (Level 2). The answer does have 
some description and partial explanation about a reduced infant 
mortality rate. However, much of the answer is about the effects rather 
than the reasons for rapid growth. 

Further locational detail or explanation would see this response move 
to the top of Level 2. 
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Question 4(a)(i) 

Candidates who attempted this question usually shaded the maps correctly with only 
a small proportion incorrectly shading both areas.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores two marks as both areas have been shaded 
correctly, in line with the map’s key. 
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Question 4(a)(ii) 

The map shows an area of China, which is where a lot of the compass direction 
mistakes occurred; a number of errors were made with east and west, and getting 
them the wrong way round. There was much emphasis on the south having a high 
population density (incorrect), but credit was only given for mentioning south-east 
China. Stronger answers also focused on the low population areas of the north and 
west. Weaker answers failed to include any data.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate has included a number 
of descriptive statements and crucially has included correct data 
allowing full marks to be awarded. 

Question 4(a)(iii) 

Candidates mainly referred to job opportunities (sometimes linked to trade and 
industry) and communication links as factors affecting high population density. 
Occasionally, entertainment was also cited as a factor. However, quite often 
candidates simply provided a list of factors that lacked development of an idea.  There 
was some occasional description of physical factors such as flooding or flat ground, 
and many candidates referred to the map of China, providing locational development, 
which scored no marks. Some candidates also incorrectly described why other areas 
were sparsely populated.  
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Question 4(b)(ii) 

This question was generally well answered, with developed points referring 
predominantly to care homes, leisure/golf clubs, pensions, taxes and medical care. 
Candidates mainly referred to photographs X and Z, with only a handful referring to 
photo Y. Some candidates, however, did not refer to the photographs at all. Some 
candidates provided good development with case studies of the ageing population in 
Japan used to support their descriptions. However, in some cases, too much emphasis 
was placed on this and hence candidates were not referring to the photographs. There 
was also occasional confusion over the wording of the question, with some candidates 
referring to the increase in the younger age group and not an ageing population.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate successfully makes 
developed points (about unemployment levels, taxes, etc) and uses the 
resource by talking about the growth in leisure services such as golf 
clubs. 

Question 4(c) 

This was a generally well-answered question with good explanations of improvements 
in medical care, linking to specific diseases and vaccinations/jabs, sanitation, 
disposable income and the quality of life improving. However, some candidates failed 
to give any explanation and made lists. Other weaker answers talked about birth rates 
or people dying earlier (ie they got the question confused with high death rates) and 
some listed points or talked about a single well-developed point, and so scored a 
maximum of two or three marks.  

Question 4(d) 

There were many candidates reaching Level 2, with answers linked to China’s One 
Child policy most common. Many candidates generally described the different 
incentives and disincentives with little or no explanation as to how these decrease the 
birth rate. There was also a lack of locational detail or facts/data in many responses to 
move them into Level 3. Some candidates wrote about the problems of high birth 
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rates for China or the effects, such as high infant mortality rates, but did not link 
these to forced abortions. There were also occasions where candidates wrote about 
the incentives/disincentives for China as a country rather than for individuals. A small 
minority of candidates wrote a bullet-point list of incentives or disincentives, therefore 
not developing these points. The occasional incorrect case study of Singapore cropped 
up, where the scheme is trying to increase the birth rate.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks for Level 2. There is some partial 
explanation (about getting a larger house) and some locational detail, 
but not enough for Level 3. 

Either a greater range or greater depth of explanation would be 
required for Level 3. 



 

GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01 
 

26 

Question 5(a)(i) 

This was generally done well. Most candidates were able to plot both points correctly. 
Some candidates failed to accurately join up the plots, often due to their equipment 
(blunt pencil, lack of ruler, etc.). 

Question 5(a)(iii) 

The main cause for a loss of marks on this question was when candidates focused on 
immigration numbers not emigration. Q5(a)(ii) asks candidates to record immigration 
data, suggesting the question was not read properly.  Marks were picked up by 
highlighting the steady incline from 2002 to 2006 and the large dip of 2007 with the 
recovery of 2008. Most candidates also mentioned the fact that the numbers are not 
that different from 2002 and 2009.  

Question 5(a)(iv) 

This question was generally well answered by candidates. Common responses defined 
a refugee as someone being forced out of their country due to a number of reasons 
(war being the factor most frequently mentioned).  

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a correct answer (idea of ‘forced away’) scoring one mark. 
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Question 5(b)(i) 

This was answered well by most candidates, with ‘the beach’ commonly identified as 
the main pull factor.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores no marks. The candidate incorrectly states 
‘climate’, but one aerial photograph does not give evidence about an 
area’s climate. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores one mark. There are no marks for ‘entertainment 
and facilities’ as this is not clear from the photograph. The mark is 
awarded for mentioning ‘the beach’. 
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Question 5(b)(ii) 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks. The candidate has made a number of 
developed points and there is clear locational information (eg reference 
to the increasing demand for water and pressure on health services). 

Question 5(c)(i) 

Candidates generally had a thorough understanding of the points system. At the 
higher end, candidates used specific data such as a minimum of 75 points or points 
for specific qualifications. Many candidates produced a list of requirements for points 
entry, eg earnings, qualifications, age.  

Question 5(c)(ii) 

There were many vague answers from candidates linked to the increased speed of 
transport and declining costs.  However, more successful candidates were able to 
support their answers with examples such as naming low-cost airlines (eg EasyJet) or 
the Channel Tunnel link/Eurostar.   

Question 5(d) 

Case studies of economic and medical short-term migration were most popular with 
candidates. At the higher end, the short-term migration of Polish workers into the UK 
was developed, focusing mainly on economic reasons (seasonal work, better paid 
jobs), but with occasional social reasons (community life, better standards of living, 
education and transport). However, medical and sporting case studies often lacked 
the locational and factual detail needed to move into the higher band.  
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Occasionally, candidates wrote about two or three studies (eg economic and/or 
medical and/or sport), thereby potentially losing marks.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores six marks (Level 3) plus two marks for SPaG. 

The candidate has reached full mark by including some local detail and 
(more importantly) some good explanations, eg about employment / 
types of jobs. 
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Question 6(a)(i) 

This was generally done well, most candidates being able to plot both points correctly. 
Some candidates failed to accurately join up the plots, often due to their equipment 
(ie a blunt pencil or lack of a ruler). 

Question 6(a)(iii) 

Responses were quite mixed with many candidates answering about the Blue 
Mountains rather than the Snowy Mountains. Candidates also compared data of both 
mountains indicating that they did not read the question accurately.  Some candidates 
answered using the wrong date units; when describing, they missed the ‘000’ off the 
end of the figure, making comments such as ‘numbers peaked in 2004 with 750 
people visiting’. This was a common error and therefore marks were dropped. Other 
dropped marks were due to a lack of dates used with the data.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores three marks. The candidate has included a 
number of descriptive statements, including correct data, allowing full 
marks to be awarded. 

Question 6(b) 

This question was well answered, with many candidates able to cite leisure time 
and/or the shorter working week as reasons for the growth in tourism.  Some went off 
at a slight tangent, identifying political factors such as the formation and expansion of 
the EU.   
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Question 6(c)(i) 

This was answered well, with the majority of responses focusing on either the beach 
or the sea. A minority of candidates incorrectly named ‘the pier’ as a physical 
attraction.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores one mark: ‘beach’ is a physical attraction. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores no marks as ‘pier’ is a human rather than a 
physical attraction. 

Question 6(c)(ii) 

There was a wide range of responses from candidates here. Stronger answers focused 
on the dip of tourist numbers and the area being ‘run down’, which links to the 
environment deteriorating. ‘Businesses closing’ was also popular; very few candidates 
mentioned that the reputation of the destination might decline.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores one mark: candidate correctly states that the 
number of tourists falls. 
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Question 6(c)(iii) 

Most candidates focused on Blackpool as their case study of rejuvenation and 
produced some excellent answers. However, some answers lacked the specific detail 
about what had been done to rejuvenate their chosen case study. In the work of some 
candidates, there was an over-concentration on what the process of rejuvenation is 
rather than concentrating on the specifics of the process in an area they had studied.  

Question 6(d) 

There were some very good answers with developed points about Footsteps in Gambia 
and Asa Wright. Sometimes, aspects of these were not related to protecting the 
environment and explained about protecting crops or jobs. Rarely, the Rheged Visitors 
Centre in the Lake District was used as an example of eco-tourism but often answers 
were restricted in the detail needed for this question (such as ‘grass-covered roof to 
blend into the natural environment’). Better answers about Rheged discussed selling 
local produce, but these were still not developed enough to discuss how this protected 
the environment, eg by reducing transportation.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores three marks. The candidate makes a developed 
point about the showers (two marks) and a descriptive point about 
composting (one mark). 

This answer would have been awarded full marks if the second point 
had been developed. 
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Question 6(e) 

Many candidates scored three or four marks due to limited explanation or because 
they made generic rather than statements for their chosen resort. Weaker answers 
talked about Ayia Napa, Machu Picchu and Zanzibar but without specific locational 
information or depth of explanation. Answers where Malham was the main case study 
were often quite good, with many achieving Level 3 for the quality of 
explanation. Most candidates identified the importance of job and wealth creation as 
positive impacts of tourism. Most candidates earned two SPaG marks, but there were 
some who used specialist terminology such as the ‘multiplier effect’.  It was 
disappointing to note how many candidates did not use capital letters for the names of 
places and countries.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response scores four marks + two marks for SPaG. There is a very 
limited amount of specific detail (‘green turtle’). More explanation is 
required for Level 3. 
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examiner comment 

This response scores five marks plus two marks for SPaG. 

The candidate includes some good explanation, but very limited local 
detail. The strength of the explanation has lifted this answer into Level 
3, but good locational detail plus a range or depth of explanation is 
required for full marks. 
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Summary 

In order to improve their performance, candidates should:  

● Spend a few moments familiarising themselves with the key for any given 
resource to help improve the success of map-completion questions.  

● Ensure that they are equipped with a sharp pencil, a ruler and a rubber to improve 
accuracy on graph-completion questions.  

● Ensure that data (and correct units) is used to support the description of a 
resource with data.  

● Be able to offer some development or exemplification to the initial definition on 
two-mark ‘definition’ questions.  

● Incorporate locational detail (facts and/or figures) when answering questions that 
require or suggest examples to be used.  

● Ensure that they read questions carefully and understand the difference between 
cause and effect (especially on four- or six-mark questions).  

● Use the points of the compass to help describe general trends and patterns on a 
resource.  

● Understand the demands of different command words, eg there is no requirement 
to give reasons when the command word is ‘describe’.  

● Ensure that developed points are included in the answer to ‘outline’ or ‘explain’ 
questions. The ‘PEE’ (point-evidence-explain) literacy strategy is a good technique 
to encourage candidates to use.  

● Focus on including strong explanations for six-mark questions to lift the answer 
into Level 3.  
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Grade boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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