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Giving you insight to inform next steps 

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students’ exam results. 
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Introduction 

There were some very good responses to this paper and some very poor responses 
too. Excellent case study knowledge (which was focused on the question set) saw 
generally high marks for many candidates in the last section of the paper. In marked 
contrast, the first section revealed very patchy skills, with Ordnance Survey skills 
being especially weak. The linkage to ICT and graphical presentation was especially 
difficult for some candidates.  

As is often the case, the greatest discriminator was often a lack of clarity about what 
to do, with command words too often ignored and problems of scale and context all 
too apparent when looking at the map extract.  

It looked as though some candidates may have run out of time since there were some 
blank responses on occasion towards the end of the examination paper. Centres 
should advise candidates not to over-write; they should really only need to use the 
space provided for their answers.  

This was the first year of the introduction of SPaG (spelling, punctuation and 
grammar). The award of these additional four marks is based both on the technical 
quality of written communication (eg sentence structure, full stops, capitals as well as 
the complexity of writing) and the use of technical geographical language and/or 
complex terms. It is worth stating that a candidate who is not awarded any marks 
because their answer is incorrect would normally be given zero marks for SPaG, since 
there is a requirement to write in the ‘context of the demands of the question’.  

This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and/or 
comments, for a selection of questions. The exemplification will come mainly from 
questions that required more complex responses from candidates. 
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Question 1(b)(i) 

For many candidates there was some confusion over the meaning of site and 
situation. Many candidates wrote about human geography (eg, ‘it has a pub and post 
office’, the pattern of roads, etc) rather than the physical features. It is always a good 
idea to use specific map evidence in any response, eg a gentle rise up to 24m, etc. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This was a typical response confusing site, situation and a general 
description of location. It was awarded one mark. 

 

 

 

examiner comment 

This answer was awarded the maximum three marks. Crossroads (1), 
sloped (1) and directional detail (1). The ‘flat to the east’ comment is 
also valid for a mark, but the candidate has already achieved maximum 
marks. 
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Question 1(b)(ii) 

There was confusion regarding shape in a number of responses to this question. Some 
candidates gave details of the physical site (eg relief and topography), but of course 
these could not be credited since the focus of the question was shape. Other 
candidates tried to link shape with relief and provide an explanation, which was not 
required. The comparison is important here, so examiners were looking for evidence 
of comparative statements (eg ‘whereas’, ‘but’, etc).  

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a concise and well-written response, which was awarded 
maximum marks for the development of both ideas. 

 

 

examiner tip 

It is not necessary for candidates to fill up all the white space to get 
maximum marks. 
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Question 1(d) 

Candidates tended to do well on this question if they gave map directions. It is always 
good practice to give points of the compass (not ‘left side of map’), specific grid 
references (or areas) and located examples from the map, eg named roads, 
settlements, rivers, etc. It was important here to give an overview of the whole map 
and comparative language seemed to work well.  

 

 

examiner comment 

Specific places are mentioned in this answer, but a pattern or overview 
is not provided. ‘Lots of farmland’ on its own does not get a mark. No 
marks were awarded for this response. 

 

examiner tip 

It is always good practice to refer to particular locations / points of 
reference on the map, but it is important to provide an overview, ie to 
see the ‘bigger picture’. 
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examiner comment 

The first sentence has a developed idea (1 mark + 1 mark). Other 
credit (1 mark) comes from the generalised third sentence. The final 
fourth mark is for the last sentence; the candidate has identified 
another idea about pattern, ie more coastal development (implied, 
just). 
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Question 2(a)(ii) 

In answers to this question, some candidates did not use evidence/information/data 
from Figure 2a (eg the actual number of rounded stones, etc), which tended to limit 
the number of marks they could get. Others failed to consider both size (length) and 
shape as part of their response. However, many candidates did give full responses 
and were able to get maximum marks. An example of such a response is given below. 

 
 

 

examiner comment 

Two good ideas have been developed in this answer (1 + 1) and (1 + 
1). There is also the comment about the anomaly, but the response 
has already achieved maximum marks. 

 

 

examiner tip 

You must use numerical data from the figure to get the maximum 
marks.  
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Question 2(a)(iii) 

Lots of candidates gave just a basic idea about comparison, but for two marks 
examiners were after a couple of advantages (briefly stated), as stated in the 
question. Different dimensions of comparison (eg ‘one pebble next to each other so 
can make comparisons’) were rewarded.   

 

 

examiner comment 

This candidate gets two marks, firstly for the ideas of comparison and 
‘see(ing) relationships’ (which is a development), but there is also a 
good comment about being able to spot anomalies. 
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Question 2(b) 

Importantly, this question asked how, rather than what can be displayed (eg a 
graph). The ‘how’ part needs a more detailed description of how ICT is actually used. 
Many responses got two marks for naming a technique, eg using Excel and then 
creating pie charts from the software. The question is not about the advantages of 
using ICT (it’s quicker, easier, etc). Some candidates wrote about using the Internet 
for comparison with other locations, but this of course is not linked to presentation.  

There were some good references to GIS by many candidates, including the ideas of 
layering and geo-locating particular items of information and data.  

 

 

examiner comment 

There is some good development of the GIS idea in this answer, which 
was awarded three marks for the comments and the notion of putting 
pictures (using Word) onto a base map.  
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examiner comment 

Again the use of GIS is well described in this answer. Examiners were 
also prepared to credit the digital camera idea as it related to 
presentation. The answer was awarded three marks. 

 

 

examiner tip 

Candidates must always read the question carefully to extract the 
meaning of the instruction. It is not sufficient to just write ‘do pie 
charts’ as this doesn't link to ICT in any meaningful way. 
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Question 3(a)(ii) 

This question was generally answered well. Some candidates provided some excellent 
detail in terms of effects of methane, volcanoes and even Milankovitch cycles. Other 
candidates suggested a cause may be the CO2 released by cars during combustion, 
but this is probably not a major source; the burning of fossil fuels is much more 
important.   

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a very concise and clear answer, which was awarded three 
marks. The candidate links the idea of carbon dioxide to changing 
temperatures.  

 

 

examiner tip 

Sea level rise is just given as a context for the answer. The question 
itself is one cause of climate change.  
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Question 3(a)(iii) 

Overall there were some high-quality responses to this question, but some candidates 
wrote generally about the negative effects of global warming (eg melting ice), which is 
not the same as rising sea levels. Sea level rise is mostly linked to thermal expansion 
of the oceans. There was occasional reference to river flooding, which was also not 
part of the question. The effects on people were generally better dealt with than the 
effects on the environment, but these categories are not mutually exclusive.  

 

 

examiner comment 

This response was awarded four marks in total. The developed flooding 
idea (London, etc) gained two marks, plus the additional idea of 
relocation of businesses is worthy of credit.  
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examiner comment 

This is another response worth four marks. The idea of flooding 
(developed with an example location) is worth three marks, plus one 
mark for the idea of crops flooding.  
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Question 3(b) 

Some really good knowledge came through in answers to this question; Kyoto and Rio 
were most popular as global agreements. However, a few candidates failed to 
consider the global dimension and instead tried to link Boris bikes, for example, to the 
answer, which could not be given any credit unless it in some way made a real 
connection back to CO2 reductions / global issues or management. Comments about 
recycling, for example, were again generally not relevant to the response unless 
connected to Local Agenda 21 for instance (an objective from Rio).  

 

 

examiner comment 

There is a good level of detail here. The facts and figures are correct. 
The maximum three marks were awarded. 
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Question 4(a)(ii) 

Candidates should be aware that ‘Describe the distribution’ means give an overview of 
the locations of the Park and Ride sites, rather than just saying ‘around’, which was in 
the stem of the question. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This answer got the maximum three marks. The candidate uses detail 
from the map to support their distribution comments. 

 

 

examiner tip 

A common mistake was not using map evidence, eg grid references, 
names of roads or other precise locational detail. The use of such 
evidence will help candidates gain maximum marks. 
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Question 4(a)(iii) 

There were some very strong responses to this question with good detail on London 
congestion charging and other schemes, eg dedicated bicycle lanes, car-sharing, etc. 
Once again, those candidates who were able to provide locational details combined 
with facts and figures usually developed their responses well. A simple list of four 
approaches was not sufficient to gain maximum marks since the question required 
candidates to explain the management / how the scheme works.  

 

 

examiner comment 

A very full response is given here, scoring a maximum of four marks. It 
deals with the ‘how’ very well. 

 

 

examiner tip 

Candidates should be encouraged to write only within the space 
provided. The skill of writing in a succinct style is important in these 
relatively short answer data-response style questions. 
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examiner comment 

This is another example of over-writing and it scored good marks (the 
maximum of four), although part of the response is a description of the 
outcomes/success. In this respect, it is lacking focus. 
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Question 4(b) 

A mixture of responses was provided in this part of the examination. Some answers 
were extremely good, others very poor. There were lots of references to Costa Rica, 
but case studies and examples can be taken from range of texts and resources at 
different scales. There is absolutely no requirement to use material from approved 
textbooks or other accredited resources; material just needs to be geographically 
appropriate and fit for purpose. As usual, facts, figures and locational details are 
well rewarded and characteristic of work in the top-band. Unfortunately, some 
candidates chose to describe the impacts of tropical rainforest destruction, rather than 
explaining the management, which was the focus of the question.   

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a well-written and well-developed response. Perhaps it could 
have been further improved if the candidate had adapted their case 
study knowledge slightly more towards the effects of managing 
deforestation. Nevertheless this answer was awarded six marks + three 
marks for SPaG. 
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This is another example of a strong response. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This response was awarded six marks with three marks for SPaG. 
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Summary 

This paper revealed some inconsistencies in candidates’ performance.  

• There were some excellent answers linking together knowledge and 
understanding through case study material, eg Q3 and Q4. 

• This was in marked contrast to the performance on the skills elements of Q1 
and Q2. Map skills were sometimes quite poor even from candidates who did 
well later on in the paper.  

• A particular aspect of this was the inability of some candidates to grasp the idea 
of scale and distribution, their reading of the ‘white’ areas on a map (eg 
‘nothing’) and their capacity to ignore key words in questions, eg ‘shape’ and 
‘size’. 

• It is probably a good idea for centres to try and integrate these map skills into 
general teaching and learning of topics so that they can become more firmly 
embedded. 
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Grade boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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