
Examiners’ Report

June 2011

GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01



2 GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01

Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout 
the world. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 
occupational and specific programmes for employers. 

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they 
need to help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners. 

For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 
576 0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. 

If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this Examiners’ Report that 
require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service 
helpful. 

Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link: 
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/ 

Alternatively, you can contact our Geography Advisor directly by sending an email to  
Jonathan Wolton on GeographySubjectAdvisor@EdexcelExperts.co.uk.  
You can also telephone 0844 372 2185 to speak to a member of our subject advisor team.

Get more from your exam results
…and now your mock results too!

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

• See your students’ scores for every exam question

• Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning

• Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national  
 averages

• Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW 
 Mock Analysis  

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. 
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024

June 2011

Publications Code UG028016

All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Edexcel Ltd 2011



GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01 3

Introduction

The paper requires candidates to answer two sets of questions in 60 minutes. It was 
pleasing that most candidates managed to write a considerable length in this time with very 
few parts of attempted questions left blank. Relevance rather than length is the key to high 
marks. 

Once again questions 4 and 6 proved to be the most popular – and these were generally 
very well answered. Questions 1-3 proved less popular and less well done – in particular the 
last question, which required the use of examples and specifics and explanation for Level 3.
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 Question 1 (a) (i) 

 

    This question was generally done very well by candidates.  

     

 

 Question 1 (a) (ii) 

    

 Most candidates were able to give a clear defi nition of the term globalisation with many 
commenting on the role that increased technology has played. 

  

      

 Question 1 (a) (iii) 

    

 Most responses were clear and gained high marks. There was some confusion on the 
different types of industry with candidates discussing primary industries such as farming 
instead of secondary industries, which affected their mark.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 This answer was not directly 
linked to the secondary sector, 
so it achieved 0 marks.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 
 Ensure that you make direct links 
to the relevant economic sector.  

Examiner Tip
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This response was awarded 2 marks.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

This is a good answer which scored 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

This is a good answer which scored 4 marks.

Examiner Comments
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   Question 1 (b) (i) 

  

 This question was generally well answered by candidates. 

 

   

 Question 1 (b) (ii) 

  

 This question was generally well answered by candidates. 

 

   

 Question 1 (b) (iii) 

    

 This question was done well, with most candidates achieving 2 marks. Many linked their 
answers to globalisation and the availability of cheap imports. Other candidates focussed on 
the mechanisation of agriculture. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

This is a good answer awarded 2 marks.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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    Question 1 (b) (iv) 

     

 Most candidates concentrated on the technology aspect giving sensible answers; fewer 
mentioned service industries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

  This is a good answer which achieved 3 marks. 
Marks awarded for mentioning new services (eg 
people to fi x computers, growth in hand car-
washes) and also the shift in employment due 
to new technologies in the tertiary sector.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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  There is no new technology identifi ed, so this 
response got 0 marks.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

The same point has been repeated, so this 
response was awarded 1 mark; clearer link to 
the tertiary sector is needed for a second mark.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments



GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01 9

    Question 1 (c) (i) 

    

 The majority of candidates wrote enough to achieve 3 marks, reading accurately from the 
graph. Common mistakes were not including the unit of US$ or failing to recognise that the 
units were millions. 

   

     

 Question 1 (c) (ii) 

    

 This question was answered very well with many responses providing more than three valid 
effects. 

 

 

 

 

Lots of good points and examples in 
this example; it mentions stronger 
economy, pollution, less unemployment, 
infrastructure, etc. It achieved 4 marks.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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   Question 1 (d) 

     

 Some candidates did not make the best use of specifi c points from their case studies and 
did not incorporate these into their answers well, therefore limiting them to level 1 or Level 
2. Some candidates also limited themselves to only talking about the costs and did not 
mention benefi ts at all; they seemed much focused on the negative. Strong answers that 
reached level 3 tended to have a balance of benefi ts and costs which related to either one 
well researched and known case study or a variety of examples from different areas. 

 

 

 

 

  This response achieved level 2 (4 marks). 
There are a number of descriptive points 
and explanations, but no specifi cs.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

  To access level 3, include 
specifi c points about your case 
study  and  give explanations.  

Examiner Tip
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This is a good level 3 answer. There are both 
specifi cs and explanations; both the costs and 
benefi ts of de-industrialisation are covered.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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    Question 2 (a) (i)  

   

 This question showed that candidates had a good understanding of agricultural 
diversifi cation. 

   

     

 Question 2 (a) (ii) 

   

 Many candidates were not able to elaborate enough to gain the second mark for this 
question. Stronger candidates were able to write about EU impacts. 

 

    

 Question 2 (a) (iii)  

   

 Most candidates were able to explain that the farmer wanted to make more money. More 
able candidates were able to explain why the farmer’s profi ts had decreased. 

  

      

 Question 2 (a) (iv)  

   

 The responses to this question were clear and showed a good understanding of biofuels. 

 

 

 
  This answer gets 2 marks, as the idea of 
'carbon balancing' is acceptable.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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  This is a good answer which was awarded 3 marks.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 2 (b) (i) 

    

 This question was generally answered very well by candidates. 

 

     

 Question 2 (b) (ii) 

   

 Answers to this question were a little shaky. Many candidates did not link the term to ‘point 
of sale’ and answers were vague, often using the word local or mentioning ‘found in the 
local area’. 

 

    

 Question 2 (b) (iii) 

     

 Some candidates got stuck on the idea of increased income for the farmer and for the 
local community and only made these points therefore limiting their overall marks. Overall 
candidates did answer this question well with most answers including the freshness of 
product, less food miles, income for the farmer and the reduction in carbon emissions. 

 

 

 

 
  This is a good answer awarded 4 marks (food miles, 
fresher, local economy benefi ts and less CO 2        emissions.     )

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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  This answer scored 3 marks. The last three/four 
lines repeat an earlier point.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 Question 2 (c) (i)  

   

 On the whole, this question was done well. Some candidates did not recognise the units as 
being 000’s and some made errors with the data, however most were able to recognise the 
general trends over time. 

  

      

 Question 2 (c) (ii) 

    

 Most responses showed a good understanding although many candidates were keen to 
discuss the idea of a ‘spiral of decline’ without explaining it, which impacted on the marks 
awarded. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  This is a good answer which achieved 3 marks.  

Examiner Comments

  This is a good answer which achieved 3 marks.  

Examiner Comments
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     Question 2 (d)  
   

 Many responses, whilst having good explanations did not include enough specifi cs to reach 
level 3. There was also some confusion around the term ‘suburbanisation’ with some 
responses focusing on ‘counterurbanisation’ and, therefore, getting very low marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  This response achieved level 2 (3 marks). It has 
got several descriptive comments with a weak 
explanation about habitat loss to lift it into level 2.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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This answer reached level 2 (4 marks) because it 
contains some good description, but no specifi cs.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

For Level 3, include specifi cs and explanation.

Examiner Tip
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    Question 3 (a) (i) 

    

 This question was generally answered very well by candidates. 

  

      

 Question 3 (a) (ii) 

 

    Candidates really struggled with this question. Many stated that renewal involved knocking 
down buildings and starting again, and the word ‘renewed’ was frequently used. Candidates 
seemed to fi nd it hard to put the defi nition into words. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  This response gets 1 mark for 'brought up to date'.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 Question 3 (a) (iii) 

    

 This question was answered well with many candidates able to identify divorce, later 
marriages and increased wealth as main reasons. Candidates were able to elaborate, and so 
2 marks were awarded in most cases. 

  

      

 Question 3 (a) (iv) 

    

 Most responses were clear and showed a good understanding of the benefi ts of developing 
Greenfi eld sites. Some responses were a little confused and mentioned how developing such 
sites were better for the environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 This is a good answer awarded 3 marks. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 1 mark was awarded for 'a lot of space'. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 3 (b) (i) 

    

 Many candidates correctly identifi ed the shape of the village as being 'linear'.  

     

 Question 3 (b) (ii) 

    

 Nearly all candidates gave the answer of the main road.   

      

 Question 3 (b) (iii) 

    

 A few candidates described the physical features of the site in Figure 3b which restricted 
their answer and they lost marks. Too many of the answers described the physical features 
without explaining how they can affect the site of settlements. A signifi cant number of 
candidates wrote far too much in answer to this question and ended up writing signifi cantly 
more than the line allocation. 

 

 

 

  This is a good answer with lots of credit - worthy points, awarded 4 marks.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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This response was awarded 2 marks for 'fl at 
land that can easily be built on' and 'hill so that 
it can be a dry point site'.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

It is not enough just to identify a factor, eg 'fl at land'. You 
need to explain why this affects the site of a settlement.

Examiner Tip
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    Question 3 (c) (i)  

   

 Common mistakes were inaccurate reading of the data and mistaking the data for the 
number of tourists rather than the population. However, most candidates were able to 
recognise the key trends and accurately read data from the graph. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  This is good answer awarded 3 marks, 
which describes the changes  and  uses 
population data (with correct units).  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 Question 3 (c) (ii) 

    

 This question was answered well by the majority of candidates with most getting the idea or 
rural-urban migration as well as the natural increase in population. Weaker answers tended 
to focus on push/pull factors causing migration and miss out the natural increase. Some 
examples were used to illustrate points. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

   This response was awarded 2 marks (maximum), 
as this is just talking about migration.   

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 
   Include both migration and natural 
increase as reasons for urban growth.    

Examiner Tip
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     This answer was awarded 3 marks as 
it mentions both migration (push/pull 
factors) and natural increase.     

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 3 (d) 

    

 The majority of answers failed to provide enough specifi c case study detail to attain level 
3. Most responses were very general and with maybe one or two specifi c points. Those 
responses with specifi c points generally lacked the thorough explanation needed for top 
level 3. Some responses missed the point of the question and spoke of why people had 
migrated to an urban area in a LIC. 

 

 

 

This is a descriptive answer without any specifi cs or 
explanation, so it stays in level 1, and it is awarded 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

This is a descriptive answer without any specifi cs or 

Examiner Comments
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This response achieved level 3 (5 marks) - good 
explanation but just one specifi c ('favela').

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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     Question 4 (a) (i)  

   

 Some candidates confused human and physical features and a defi nite lack of geographical 
terminology was disappointing, eg “the ground is very bumpy”. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    In this response 'mountainous' gets 1 mark. 
   

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

  You should be aware of the difference 
between human and physical features.  

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a) (ii) 

    

 Many candidates simply stated Scotland or Wales but were not specifi c about area. Some 
gave the name of a town rather than an area. Most examples were lifted from the text book. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 'Swanage' gets 0 marks. 

 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

  'Wales' or 'Scotland is too vague, so it gets 0 marks.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

  Be specifi c by naming an area, eg “The Scottish 
Highlands” rather than a whole country.  

Examiner Tip
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     Question 4 (a) (iii)  
   

 Candidates tended to give a reason but failed to get the 2 nd  mark. There was some 
confusion between human and physical features. Many gave a consequence rather than a 
cause, eg “no housing”. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 This is a good answer awarded 2 marks. 

 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 4 (a) (iv) 

    

 The majority of answers failed to get above 2 marks due to a lack of specifi c detail. Most 
could speak generally of fl at land and temperate climate, but there was little use of specifi c 
place names, the names of the rivers, or detail about Chinese government setting up the 
Special Economic Zones. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 This response was awarded 2 marks, 
as the answer is not specifi c. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 
 Be specifi c - include names of rivers, deserts, 
cities, etc, or data (eg rainfall, height…). 
 

Examiner Tip



GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01 33

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 In this answer there are developed points 
and specifi cs, so it was awarded 4 marks. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 Question 4 (b) (i) 

   

 This question was generally very well answered by candidates.  

    

 Question 4 (b) (ii)  

  

 This question was generally very well answered by candidates.  

    

 Question 4 (b) (iii)  

   

 Candidates gave good answers to this question and were able to clearly identify a number of 
impacts. Examples such as the UK and Japan were given often. The amount of information 
given by candidates could have easily made this a 4 mark question.   

 

 
Really good answer - there are actually 6 credit-worthy marks here.

Examiner Comments

Really good answer - there are actually 6 credit-worthy marks here.

Examiner Comments
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   Question 4 (c) (i) 

    

 Candidates clearly had a good knowledge and understanding of this graph and almost all 
candidates achieved the maximum 3 marks. Candidates were able to write in detail about 
the changes shown in the graph. Some candidates made the mistake of explaining instead 
of just describing, but even those candidates, generally had enough description to still 
achieve 3 marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

This candidate has both described the changes and used 
population data (with correct units) to sore 3 marks.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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    Question 4 (c) (ii) 

    

 Overall responses were strong, but many candidates lost marks for including vague 
comments about less people dying because there is less poverty. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 
 This is a strong answer awarded 3 marks. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 This answer was awarded 1 mark for 'better 
medical treatments', but the rest of the 
answer is too vague for further marks. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 4 (d) 

    

 Many candidates missed the point of the question and just explained the reasons behind the 
China One Child Policy, thus not explaining the incentives and disincentives used by China. 
Many answers had enough specifi c detail for level 2 but most failed to give enough for level 
3. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 This answer has got excellent specifi cs but lacks 
the strength of explanation for full marks, so it 
achieved level 3 (5 marks). 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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This answer has got a number of descriptive points 
plus two specifi c points. It reached level 2 (4 marks).

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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     Question 5 (a) (i) 

    

 This question was generally very well answered by candidates. 

  

      

 Question 5 (a) (ii) 

    

 This question was generally very well answered by candidates. 

   

 Most popular answers included ‘language barriers, access to jobs and houses and 
discrimination’. A lot of candidates spoke about the problems Kaspars’ family may have had 
getting a visa to come to the UK, but the question asked ‘   when they migrated’. 

 

 . 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 This response links to the language, 
social establishment and adapting to the 
culture, so it was awarded 3 marks. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 This answer got 2 marks for 'language' and 
'culture'. The point made in the fi rst sentence is 
not true when placed in the context of Figure 5a. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 5 (a) (iii) 

    

 Many candidates struggled to write suffi cient to gain full marks on this question. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 
 This is a good answer, which scored 4 marks. 

 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 This response was awarded 3 marks. Candidates can 
score a maximum of 2 marks for a list on this one. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 5 (b) (i) 

    

 This question was generally very well answered by candidates. 

  

      

 Question 5 (b) (ii)  

   

 Some candidates were confused between country of origin and host country which 
consequently impacted on their mark. Candidates who were not confused about the country 
of origin gained good marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 This response got 3 marks for 'smaller 
workforce','birth rate would go down', 
and 'because a lot of men would go to 
another country' (development). 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 This is a good answer which achieved 4 marks. 

 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 5 (c) (i) 

    

 Most candidates were able to recognise the trend of broadband increasing as dial-up 
decreased. Less strong candidates missed out the units, failing to identify that it was % of 
households. 

 

 

 

 

 

This response was awarded 3 marks; it has got 
descriptive points plus good use of internet access data.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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    Question 5 (c) (ii) 

    

 Answers tended to focus on fi nding out information about the area been moved to, and 
looking up houses and jobs. Stronger answers also included information such as keeping in 
touch with friends and family and the use of the internet to book transportation. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 This answer achieved 2 marks - one for 'fi nding 
out' and one for 'keeping in touch'. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments



48 GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01

 
  

 

 

 

 
 This is a good answer which was awarded 3 marks. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments



GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01 49

 Question 5 (d) 

    

 A few candidates saw this as an opportunity for a rant against rich pensioners who all have 
second homes and force younger people out of areas. One candidate even went on to blame 
pensioners for there not being enough money for single parent families. The majority of 
candidates were able to access lower level 2 but failed to furnish their answers with enough 
specifi c detail to attain level 3. 

 

 

 

 
 This response achieved level 2 (3 marks), as it is not specifi c and it has 
got weak explanation, although enough content to just lift it into level 2. 
 

Examiner Comments

 This response achieved level 2 (3 marks), as it is not specifi c and it has 

Examiner Comments
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 This answer achieved level 2 (4 
marks) because it has got good 
explanation, although no specifi cs. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 
 Both specifi cs and explanation 
are required to access level 3. 
 

Examiner Tip
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This is a level 3 (5 marks) answer because 
it has explanation and specifi cs, although 
not of suffi cient quality for full marks.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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    Question 6 (a) (i) 

    

 This question was generally very well answered by candidates. 

  

      

 Question 6 (a) (ii) 

    

 This question was answered very well with many responses gaining full marks. Candidates 
often wrote in too much detail and listed far more than the four features required. Some 
candidates also got confused and referred the fi gure with the eroded footpath. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 This response achieved 3 marks, as 
identifi es 'adventure' holidays and backs it 
up with reasons for this choice. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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   Question 6 (a) (iii) 

     

 This question was answered well by candidates with the majority gaining full marks, the 
most common answers were “lake”, “mountains”, “gingerbread shop” and “outdoor clothes 
shops”. Some candidates tried to explain their answers more fully such as ‘mountains where 
people may choose to go hiking or have picnics’ this elaboration unnecessary as candidates 
did not gain any extra marks for it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 This is a 4 mark answer, identifying a 
number of human and physical attractions. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 
 Make sure that you know the difference 
between 'physical' and 'human' attractions. 
 

Examiner Tip
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 Question 6 (b) (i) 

   This question was generally very well answered by candidates. 

    

 Question 6 (b) (ii) 

    

 Many responses did not gain full marks as they did not provide any specifi cs. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 
 Full marks - clearly stating the positive effects 
of tourism and refers to a good example. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments



GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01 55

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 In this response there are no specifi cs 
used, although there are three valid 
points. It was awarded 2 marks. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments



56 GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01

 Question 6 (c) (i) 

    

 This question was not done as well as the other graph related questions. Many candidates 
began to explain, rather than describe. Some struggled with the units or failed to include 
data in their answer. 

 

 

 

 

This is a good 3-mark response, describing the changes 
and including accurate tourist data (with correct units).

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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   Question 6 (c) (ii) 

    

 Many candidates answered this question by describing and explaining the social and 
economic effects in destinations rather than explaining the social and economic reasons for 
the growth in tourism. For example, building schools in jobs; providing jobs for the locals. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 This is a good answer which was awarded 3 marks. 
 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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 Question 6 (d) 

     

 Strong answers discussed how the resort grew and the attractions which were built, eg the 
Blackpool Tower. Blackpool was used extensively as an answer as was Benidorm. Some 
candidates chose their eco-tourism case study instead in Gambia so limited themselves to 
a level 1 answer. Average answers tended to give specifi cs of the growth in more of a list 
form, therefore limiting them to level 2. More developed answers fully explained how the 
attractions built, etc, led to further growth within that resort.  

 

 This is a good level 3 response, awarded 6 marks.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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This response achieved level 2 (3 marks). It has got some 
weak explanation, but there are no specifi cs included on it.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments



60 GCSE Geography 5GA3H 01

Paper Summary
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from candidates, some of whom will 
be completing the course for the first time. On the whole, performance was better than on 
previous papers – demonstrating also how centres have fully got to grips with this relatively 
new specification.  Examination technique amongst candidates is improving, for example 
making effective use of the figures in the Resource Booklet, providing specifics/explanation 
in case studies and using data when describing graphs.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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