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Unit 1312 Paper 1F 
 
General Comments 
 
The sixth examination of the specification with its three different papers proved to 
be a genuine test of candidates' geographical knowledge, understanding and skills 
application. The successful candidates had learned a comprehensive body of 
knowledge that they could use to support their understanding of key geographical 
concepts. They had also acquired the ability to apply their geographical skills in a 
range of situations  through map and data interpretation.  
 
This report is based upon comments from the many examiners and moderators who 
were responsible for judging the work of candidates. Hopefully its use to teachers 
will be the advice it contains which they can pass on to future candidates, so that 
they can maximise their examination performance.  
 
Throughout this report the comments are illustrated with answers from this summer’s 
examination.  Centres are reminded that any answer that is a plausible (and correct) 
response to a question will be credited.  The examples from candidates’ scripts 
should not be regarded as models but merely represent specific ways in which credit 
can be accumulated.  They might however be useful as a teaching aid especially 
where examples of good and poor case studies are highlighted.   
 
Paper 1F was considered to be appropriate for the ability range of foundation 
candidates. Differentiation was achieved across the paper, as evidenced by the wide 
range of marks. There were plenty of opportunities for the C and D grade candidates 
to demonstrate their abilities, and the resources and structured tasks provided all 
candidates with the opportunity to achieve positively to some extent, as candidates 
were able to access information from the diagrams, maps and photographs provided.  
 
There continues to be variation between centres in the quality of preparation which 
candidates have been given, and this particularly can be seen in answers to the 
mapwork and case study questions.  Centres are reminded that case studies are 
marked by using levels criteria and to reach level two specific case study material 
has to be included.  Where candidates are still writing vague, general answers they 
need to be taught how such answers can be improved.  
 
Well prepared candidates were able to access most questions, and the quality of 
their written answers was generally good and legible. It appeared that all candidates 
had enough time to complete the paper, those sections that were left blank were 
done so due to the candidate being unable to answer the question, or not possessing 
the motivation to do so, as opposed to not having enough time.  
 
As in recent years there was little evidence of candidates being wrongly entered for 
this tier.  
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Question Specific Comments 
 
Question 1 
 
a. 

i An excellent starter allowed candidates to ease into the paper and focus 
them on the table for the following sections. 

 
ii. The only problem encountered here was the perennial one of not reading 

the question which meant that some candidates did not give data and so 
only received one mark. 

 
iii. A surprisingly wide range of options were chosen.  Common errors being 

care homes instead of schools and schools instead of literacy. 
  
b. 

i Most correctly identified Ashbury although a fair number chose Kingston 
Winslow instead. 

 
ii. Most correctly identified nucleated. 
 
iii. Most correctly identified the road number. 

 
iv. Some variation but generally well answered. 

 
v. Scale is obviously a problem area with foundation candidates.  The variety 

of answers was incredible with the range being from 0.003km to 20000 
miles! 

 
vi. The majority correctly identified north but a significant number gave south 

and all other major compass points had their representation. 
 
c. The additional map provided was very useful to the candidates who 

generally scored better than the higher tier candidates who did not have 
the benefit of the extra map.  Many candidates were able to make general 
comments on the dispersed nature of the settlements and several related 
their distribution to transport routes.  It was disappointing to note how 
only a few of the candidates managed to  match relief to distribution. 

 
d. This proved to be popular in the relation to the amount written by the 

candidates.  However two important points arose.  Firstly the question was 
focussed on residential zones and many candidates just wrote everything 
they knew about their chosen urban area including the CBD and industrial 
zones.  Secondly a small percentage of candidates wrote about an MEDC, 
often in detail, but sadly they were not able to access level two.  There 
were some excellent answers particularly Bangalore and Colombo but also 
Cairo and Rio.  Explanations of the characteristics of the different zones 
were not common which allowed good differentiation.  Example 1 is a well 
written answer receiving full marks.  Example 2 has lots of information 
about residential areas but could be almost anywhere as no specific areas 
relating to Rio, such as Rochinia or Barra have been named; it therefore 
scored three marks ( top of level one). 
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Example 1 
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Example 2 
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Question 2 
 
a. 

i There was some confusion over the terminology and it was obvious that 
many guesses had been made. Intensive and extensive are terms not well 
known to foundation candidates. 

 
ii. The mark scheme allowed for a wide variety of responses.  Apart from the 

physical reasons for pastoral farming, other common answers related to 
sheep farming being more profitable and easier to do than arable farming.  
The generosity of the mark scheme allowed these. 

 
b. 

i. Very well answered. 
 
ii. Again well answered  with good understanding of tax. 

 
c. 

i. Extremely well answered and provided three marks for many of the 
candidates.  They used the map and the photograph very affectively. 

ii. Two marks gained by the majority. 
 

d. A very popular question which scored highly particularly if Mr Redfern’s 
farm (Home farm) was used.  They explained the reasons for the changes  
(lack of profit, EU intervention) and described in detail a whole range of 
diversification schemes appropriate to the farm.  Other farms also scored 
well but there were a significant number of candidates who just listed 
diversification schemes that could be on any farm.  Example three is 
awarded full marks.  Example four gives a range of diversification schemes 
but is not specific and therefore remains in level one. 
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Example 3 
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Example 4 
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Question 3 
 
a. 

i. Most candidates named the fronts correctly although naturally some got 
them the wrong way round.  A few of the lower ability candidates named 
them D and B. 

 
ii. Answered correctly by the majority. 

 
 
iii. Cold and wet or variations of these meant that this was a well answered 

question. 
 
iv. This question differentiated well.  Those candidates who understood 

depressions scored well.  Those who guessed did not score highly as there 
were several wrong combinations. 

 
b. 

i. Most managed this. 
 

ii. Questions on range have been asked before, usually with poor results.  
There were many more correct answers this year. 

 
iii. The vast majority gave the correct answer although there were some 

candidates who gave the answer 19 which was the temperature for July 
not the rainfall. 

 
iv. Well answered. 

 
c. A well received question which scored highly. 
 
d. This question differentiated very well as only a minority of the candidates 

were able to explain the effects or causes of a specific rainforest 
exploitation.  Many candidates wrote at length about general causes of 
exploitation such as mining and tree cutting without naming the mining 
companies or the areas suffering from exploitation other than stating ‘The 
Amazon’.  The effects were also often general e.g. loss of habitats and 
soil erosion, rather than naming specific plants etc.  Effects were often 
related to tribes, but again the tribes were not specified.  The most 
effective answers usually related to palm oil in Papua New Guinea, Oil in 
Ecuador or the Carajas mining.  Example 5 gives explanations of causes 
and effects to a specific exploitation.  Example 6 is a general answer 
which has numerous causes and effects but not related to a specific 
example and scores only three marks. 
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Example 5 
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Example 6 
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Question 4 
 
a. 

i. A significant number of candidates did not mark an arrow on to the 
diagram either because in their haste to finish they had not noticed it or 
because they did not know the answer. Those that did mark the arrow 
about 50% went for the wrong direction. 

 
ii. Candidates either correctly identified the moraine or got them in the 

reverse order dependent on their arrow in part i. 
 

iii. All variations were seen. There is an apparent poor understanding of 
glacial processes. 

 
b. The mark scheme allowed for several alternatives. Slumping was 

understood by many candidates and the majority realised that there 
would be a build up of sand with many accurately making in relation to 
longshore drift. Permeable and impermeable were often confused. Some 
candidates incorrectly wrote hard and soft in the key. 

 
c. 

i. The vast majority got this correct although Luton and Rib were seen. 
 
ii. Differentiated well. Width and gradient were generally well answered; 

discharge was not so well known. 
 

iii. A high proportion got this the wrong way round expecting there to be 
more friction at Y. 

 
d. 

i. Some confusion with undercutting and overhang otherwise a high scoring 
question. 

 
ii. This also scored highly although there as some confusion with attrition and 

corrasion. 
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Unit 1312 Paper 2F 
Unit 3320 Paper 1F 

 
General comments 
 

• On the whole the candidates response to the paper was very positive. There 
were very few blank pages seen and the majority of the candidates were able 
to achieve their potential. 

• As with the higher tier paper some of questions did appear more challenging 
than others. However, there appeared to be one challenging item on each of 
the questions therefore the overall degree of difficulty was maintained. 

• The use of choropleth shading was well received which was very pleasing as it 
is not a technique which has been used before. 

• There was still a tendency to confuse LEDC and MEDC examples on the case 
study questions. 

 
 
Question 1 
 
1ai1 The majority of the candidates were able to give the required 

evidence. 
 
1ai2 Extremely well answered. 
 
1aii This question proved to be an excellent discriminator with the more able 

achieving full marks. 
 
1aiii Extremely well answered. 
 
1aiv Extremely well answered. 
  
1av Well received by most candidates. Some, however, did not refer to an actual 

group of people in their answer. 
 
1bi Generally accurately answered. 
 
1bii Extremely well received. 
 
1biii Extremely well received. 
 
1biv Sometimes crops not referred to on the figure were given in the answer. 
 
1bv Candidates on some occasions gave countries for the wrong river.    
 
1biv Candidates found this question challenging. The term resource exploitation 

seemed to confuse them and many did not appear to be able to write about a 
particular place or the damage that is caused by resource exploitation. 

 
Example 1 shows how a candidate has used their case study information on Papua 
New Guinea to achieve the full marks on this question.  
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1c This question was very well received with candidates clearly 
understanding what was required. Many good responses were seen on 
the Mississippi and more local examples. 

 
Example 2 illustrates a level 3 answer which contains specific case study 
information and explained points. Example 3 has no specifics in part i and 
therefore achieves 2 marks. Specifics are present in part ii but there is no 
explanation therefore the response scored 4 marks. 
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Example 3 
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Question 2 
 
2ai A surprising number of candidates got this wrong by not reading the question 

properly and giving 13 as the answer which is the total number of volcanoes 
shown on the figure.  

 
2aii Very well received.  
 
2aiii Well answered by the candidates who had revised their work. 
 
2aiv Very well received. 
 
2av Very well received. 
 
2bi Very well received by the majority of candidates.   
 
2bii Well answered by the majority of the candidates.   
 
2biii Very well received. 
 
2biv This question was not well received with many candidates unable to use the 

key on the map to work out the wind speeds. 
 
2bv This question was well answered by the candidates many of whom were able 

to score 2 marks. 
 
2bvi This question was very well received by the candidates many were able to 

recall facts about a specific case study and few incorrect case studies were 
seen. Many excellent answers were seen on Bangladesh one of which is shown 
in example 4. 
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2c The first part of the question was found rather challenging by a number of the 
candidates. The second part was answered well although some candidates did 
tend to discuss effects rather than responses to their hazard. Example 5 is a 
candidate who scored well on the first part as they had knowledge about the 
technical details of earthquake precautions however their lack of specific 
information on the Turkey earthquake limited them to level 1 in part ii. 

  
Example 5 
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Question 3 
 
3ai Very well received. 
 
3aii Very well answered.   
 
3iii This style of question had not been used before, however it was very well 

answered by the candidates.   
 
3bi Well answered candidates were able to recognise the active and passive 

activities. 
 
3bii Some of the candidates were unable to recognise the terminology, although 

the majority of candidates did get the answer correct. 
 
3c The candidates found this question rather challenging. They appeared 

uncertain as to the meaning of sustainable tourism and therefore gave 
answers which in many cases referred to attractions rather than management 
strategies. There was also a tendency to write about the Maldives which, of 
course, restricted answers to level 1. Example 6 is a good answer on Yosemite 
with a number of strategies discussed, however there are no specifics. 
Example 7 discusses The Lake District and has the necessary specific case 
study information included to reach level 3. 

 
Example 6 
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Example 7 
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3d Candidates were able to describe the physical attractions and many included 
specific case study information. Candidates were also able to discuss the 
negative impacts of tourism. Example 8 shows a candidate who achieved full 
marks on this question. The reference to the Indian ocean and the 
explanation about sewage are enough for top level 2 in the second part of the 
question. 

   
Example 8 
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Question 4 
 
4ai Very well received. 
 
4aii Very well answered.   
 
4iii This style of question had not been used before, however it was very well 

answered by the candidates.   
 
4bi A number of the candidates got this question wrong. They did not know the 

definition of renewal or redevelopment. 
 
4bii Very well received. 
 
4biii Candidates did not find this question easy. Those who wrote about general 

city changes were able to score marks in level 1. However the mean for this 
question was higher than the mean for the 5 mark question on q3; both of 
these questions did pose a challenge for the candidates. Example 9 shows an 
excellent response on Reading. 

 
Example 9 
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4c This question was well received by the candidates although some did stray 
into noise and land pollution. Some excellent answers were seen on Cairo as is 
shown in example 10.   

 
Example 10 
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Unit 1312 Paper 3H 
 
General Comments  

 
The paper allowed widespread differentiation. There were many excellent answers in 
which candidates demonstrated a thorough grasp of geographical principles and a 
detailed knowledge of place specific case studies to support their argument. 
 
 A strong characteristic of weaker candidates is vagueness in many of their answers, 
especially where case study knowledge is required. If candidates are to reach level 2 
in case study questions there is a requirement that their answer is specific in 
addition an explanation is required to reach the top of the level. Level three will 
require a comprehensive coverage of a case study. A good way to test this 
requirement is for candidates to read their answer and ‘cover up’ the name of the 
case study. A suitable answer will be recognisable about a particular place or event 
through the detailed references being made.  
 
A considerable amount of overwriting was noted this year. A considerable number of 
candidates still write far too much. This is to be discouraged. Too many candidates 
repeat the question in their answer often using up the allocated space before they 
have actually started to answer the question. Many candidates do not read the 
question and answer the question they wanted. This year for question 1d for example 
several students wrote as much as a side on CBDs; this was not necessary.  
 
Well prepared candidates were able to access most questions, and the quality of 
their written answers was generally good and legible. It appeared that all candidates 
had enough time to complete the paper. As in recent years there was little evidence 
of candidates being wrongly entered for this tier.  
 
Question Specific Comments 
 
Question 1 
 
a. 

i. An excellent starter allowed candidates to ease into the paper and focus 
them on the table for the following sections. 

 
ii. Giving 2 reasons why Gambia was an LEDC saw most candidates offer 

answers as per mark scheme and even provide data for both points made; 
some provided far more than needed. A fair number neglected to include 
any data so despite 2 valid reasons, only received 1 mark. 

 
iii. Very few candidates gave answers as simple as provided in the mark 

scheme. Answers identifying the high number of under 15’s and this leading 
to the problem of overcrowded schools and pressure on hospitals were not 
as common as hoped. Many didn’t seem to know what the question was 
really asking them, with many talking about all age groups rather than the 
youthful population requested by the mark scheme. Where candidates did 
identify the significant proportion of young people in the population, some 
gave answers which were too vague simply referring to not enough 
facilities. Many responses included impact on parents not being able to go 
out to work as they would be at home looking after children. 
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b. 
i. Most correctly identified Ashbury although a fair number chose Kingston 

Winslow instead. 
 

ii. Well answered. 
 
iii. Well answered. 

 
iv. This gave an unexpected range of answers. A large number gave the 

correct answer but a significant minority gave a variety of seemingly 
random numbers showing no understanding of scale. 

 
v. Well answered, although saying that the camera was 'pointing down' should 

not be happening at Higher Tier.   
 

c. The answers to this question proved to be very disappointing. A large 
number of candidates misunderstood the question about distribution of 
settlements on the OS map. Many discussed the settlement pattern of 
individual places rather than the whole area. If they did relate the 
question to the area very few got past the dispersed pattern and close to 
roads. I fear that some centres are not teaching the amount of mapwork 
that is required by this specification. Some candidates had great difficulty 
in scale and key recognition. It was disconcerting to read answers about 
motorways and cities. 

 
d. A lot of candidates chose to use the Bangalore or Colombo case studies. 

Reproductions of the text found in the textbook were common. Therefore 
use of specifics was very good. Candidates using Rio and Cairo also faired 
well. Where other case studies were used there was often great 
explanation but no specifics so they failed to access the higher levels. A 
requirement for level 3 was drawing a sketch map. This, in the majority of 
cases was surprisingly well done. Maybe, as it has not been asked for a few 
years, centres were expecting it and prepared their candidates 
accordingly. Example 1 shows a five mark answer. It shows that full marks 
can be achieved without writing massive amounts. Example 2 wastes most 
the space writing about the CBD and then squashes in a few general points 
about the housing. At no point are any specific residential areas 
mentioned. This answer remains in level one. 
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Example 1 
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Example 2 
 



1312/ 3320 GCSE Geography A Examiners’ Report Summer 2008 33

Question 2 
 
a. 

i. Vast majority correctly defined arable farming although a significant number 
failed to include the word ‘crop’ in their definition. 

 
ii. Candidates responded well to the question about sheep farming being 

commercial and extensive. A significant number appeared not to fully 
understand the true definition of extensive farming with regards to level of 
input and output; many provided full answers nevertheless. 

 
iii. Very varied responses to this question. Most were written in terms of either 

the physical factors that influence pastoral vs. arable farming or the economic 
factors and perceived relative ease of this farming type.   

 
b. 

i/ii Good answers from most about characteristics of informal sector. A few were 
unaware of the term. Many followed with ‘opposites’ for the next question 
about why governments preferred formal. Some unfortunately did not read the 
question properly and gave answers showing how it was better for the person 
rather than the government. 

 
c. 

i/ii. Very good answers for industrial location using information from map and 
photo. It generally showed that candidates had a good grasp of the location of 
industry and most gave very good or satisfactory answers for the second part 
of the question. 

 
d. A very popular question which scored highly particularly if Mr Redfern’s farm 

(Home farm) was used. Candidates explained the reasons for the changes 
(lack of profit, EU intervention) and described in detail a whole range of 
diversification schemes appropriate to the farm and often explained why 
individual diversification schemes had been started. Other farms also scored 
well but there were a significant number of candidates who just listed 
diversification schemes that could be on any farm. Example three is awarded 
full marks. Example four gives a range of diversification schemes but is not 
specific and therefore remains in level one. 
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Example 3 
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Example 4 
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Question 3 
 
a. 

i/ii Vast majority successfully answered the questions identifying fronts and 
pressure. 

 
iii. Most candidates were able to describe the cold/ wet characteristics of the air 

mass. Many students wrote much more than was required. Some misread the 
question and gave characteristics of the tropical Maritime. 

 
iv. This tested candidates to use their knowledge of depressions and use skill and 

understanding to apply it in an unusual situation. Some managed very well, 
but those used to automaton answers struggled. 

 
b. 

i. Well answered although some averaged the rainfall. 
 

ii. Questions on range have been asked before, usually with poor results. There 
were many more correct answers this year. 

 
iii. Well answered although some totaled the temperature. 

 
iv. A very varied response to this question. Responses varied from descriptions of 

relief and frontal rainfall to the expected response on convectional rainfall. 
Many students wrote far more than the space allowed. There were many 
excellent answers focusing on the rapid evaporation of water due to intense 
summer heat. 

 
c. Candidates successfully explained the adaptations for drip tips and buttress 

roots although a significant number thought that the drip tips were there to 
benefit the soil or other plants rather than the plant / leaf itself. A significant 
number failed to read the question or fully understand the purpose of needle 
shaped leaves – many referred to heat loss, photosynthesis and protection 
against animals. 

 
d. Many candidates scored well on the case study question considering rainforest 

exploitation with the majority choosing Papua New Guinea or Ecuador. 
Explaining the causes of exploitation (why did they cut the forest down?) was 
the part they found hardest. Too many answers on The Amazon were very 
vague. Example 5 is an excellent answer and example 6 is a well written 
answer focussing on PNG. Both examples received full marks. 
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Example 5 
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Example 6 
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Question 4 
 
a. 

i. A high number of candidates failed to include any answer for the first part of 
this question.  Those that read the question thoroughly mostly got it correct. 

ii. Whilst many candidates got one or two types of moraine correctly identified, 
many more weren’t able to get all three answers right.  Terminal was often 
confused with ground. 

iii. A varied response; some students described plucking and freeze thaw 
weathering rather than abrasion.  Some students described the process 
accurately but did not name the process of erosion. 

 
b. A large number of candidates were confused as to the meaning of permeable 

and impermeable and wrote the terms the wrong way round.  Vast majority 
correctly identified the areas of slumping although quite a few were unsure 
how the beach would change, although a significant number realised that 
there would be a build up of the beach or a movement in the general direction 
of LSD. 

  
c. 

i/ii. Most candidates identified the correct tributary.  Most correctly stated how 
the river would change although the weakest answer was for discharge 
(candidates did not fully understand this term). 

 
iii. Some excellent answers were seen.  Many candidates were able to 

describethe increase of velocity in terms of increased discharge due to 
tributaries and less friction due to the increase in width and depth of the 
channel.   

 
d. Many candidates were able to access 4 marks for this question as they included 

both named processes and one or more statements which acted to explain 
sequence.  A minority included definition of process(es) to get into level 3 and 
when this did happen, the full sequence was sometimes too weak to receive 
full marks. 
Some adventurous candidates chose glacial waterfalls; the mark scheme 
applied equally well to this. 
A worrying number of cliffs and coastal erosion answers appeared showing 
considerable confusion on the part of some candidates. 
Example 7 is an example of a good answer using a sequence of diagrams.  
Example 8 also gains full marks but just uses one diagram. 
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Example 7 
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Example 8 
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Unit 1312 Paper 4H  
Unit 3320 Paper 2H 

 
General comments 

• On the whole the candidates performed well on this paper however as always 
there were some questions which the candidates found more challenging than 
others.  However, there appeared to be one challenging item on each of the 
questions therefore the overall degree of difficulty was maintained. 

• The standard of the case study answers continues to improve and many 
candidates scored high level 2 and level 3 answers. 

• The use of choropleth shading was well received which was very pleasing as it 
is not a technique which has been used before. 

• Case study questions were answered with considerable accuracy and many 
excellent answers were seen. 

• There was still a tendency even at this tier to confuse LEDC and MEDC 
examples on the case study questions. 

 
Question Specific Comments 
 
Question 1 
 
1ai This question scored well with the majority of the candidates providing 

2 pieces of evidence. Most were able to recognise beach replenishment  
 
1aii This was more challenging. A number of candidates were unable to name soft 

engineering techniques or to describe their advantages and disadvantages.  
 
1aiii Well answered candidates displayed a clear understanding of the purpose of 

groynes. 
 
1aiv Very well answered.   
 
1av Extremely well answered although some candidates failed to actually relate 

the discussion to actual groups. 
 
 
1bi, ii Both parts were received well by the majority of the candidates. 
 
 
1biii The majority of the candidates on this tier were able to answer the question 

using excellent case study information. Good answers were seen on Donana 
and some excellent responses on Ecuador. There were some who did not seem 
to have a particular case study to write about; this was the item which the 
candidates found the most challenging on question 1. 

 
1c On the whole very well received with candidates reading the question 

accurately and attempting all parts. Excellent recall was seen on the 
causes and effects of the flood. The candidates who lost marks did so 
because of their lack of explanation as is shown in example 1. This has 
excellent case study detail but does not explain the points and 
therefore is limited to a mark of 5. 

 
Example 2 shows what was expected to achieve full marks in this question. 
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EXAMPLE 1 
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EXAMPLE 2 
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QUESTION 2 
 
2ai Well answered.   
 
2aii A surprising number of candidates got this wrong by not reading the question 

properly and giving 13 as the answer which is the total number of volcanoes 
shown on the figure.   

 
2aiii On the whole well answered although some candidates did not read the 

question properly and gave volcanoes as one of their characteristics.   
 
2aiv Very well received. 
 
2bi Well answered. 
 
2bii Well answered.  
 
2biii Candidates were required to describe the differences between two storm 

areas. A few of the candidates discussed the differences between the wrong 
areas. The majority of the candidates discussed the differences between the 
correct areas but did not include data. 

 
2biv Very well received by the candidates. 
 
2bv The candidates scored well on this question and the mean was the highest for 

all the 5 mark questions on the paper. Example 3 shows a candidate who 
provided specific information and explanation of the effects and therefore 
achieved full marks. 
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2c The first part of this question referred to hazards rather than the case study 
therefore candidates could achieve marks by writing about any precautions 
and protection for their type of hazard whether they occurred for their 
particular case study or not. This was the most challenging item on this 
question and consequently the mean for this 8 mark question is lower than 
the other 8 mark questions. The second part of the question was about 
responses. The first time this question appeared many candidates simply 
wrote about effects this was less common this year although there were still 
examples of this seen. 

 
Example 4 shows an example of a candidate who easily reaches level 3 with a 
detailed and well explained answer. Example 5 while answering the question does 
not include any case study information or well detailed precautions or predictions 
and therefore remains in level 1 
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Example 4 
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Example 5 
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1312/ 3320 GCSE Geography A Examiners’ Report Summer 2008 51

 
Question 3 
 
3ai Very well received. 
 
3aii Very well received. 
 
3aiii The majority of the candidates were able to describe the patterns on figure 

3a. Most included data in their answers. 
 
3aiv This was extremely well received by the majority of candidates with the mean 

being between 3 and 4 marks. This is clearly well taught by centres and 
understood by the candidates. 

 
 
3bi This question performed much better than those in recent years on this topic 

with the majority of candidates scoring between 2 and 3 marks. 
 
3bii Very well received. 
 
3biii There were very few candidates who did not have an understanding of the 

multiplier effect and many were able to achieve full marks on this question 
which was very pleasing. 

 
3biv This was the most challenging item on question 3. The candidates are still 

finding the concept of sustainable tourism difficult to grasp and this is 
reflected in their answers. A number of candidates wrote about tourist 
attractions for example in Blackpool, Brighton and Ayia Napa. There were also 
more cases of the wrong state of development on this question than any other 
with a significant number of candidates writing about the Maldives. 

  
3c Many very good answers were seen to this question.  If candidates made 

errors it was in writing specific detail that was not requested by the question 
which simply wasted their time and did not deter them from achieving the 
highest levels.  Example 6 is an excellent level 3 answer on Machu Picchu. 
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Example 6 
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Question 4 
 
4ai Very well received. 
 
4aii Very well received. 
 
4aiii The majority of the candidates were able to describe the patterns on figure 

4a. Most included data in their answers. 
 
4aiv The majority of the candidates were able to discuss push and pull factors 

relating to rural to urban migration but did not discuss any other reasons for 
the rapid urbanisation in LEDCs. 

 
4bi A number of candidates did not give correct examples which was rather 

surprising as the information was given in figure 4b. 
 
4bii This question achieved a much higher mean than previous questions set on 

this topic with the majority of candidates displaying a good understanding of 
the terminology. 

 
 
4biii Well received by the candidates  
 
4biv The majority of the candidates were able to discuss changes to the city but it 

was clear that a number of these were not on the city edge but were indeed 
CBD or inner city changes. Therefore their marks were restricted. This item 
was the most challenging on question 4. Those candidates who had learned 
the correct case study information were able to score highly as is shown in 
example 7.  
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Example 7 

 
 
 



1312/ 3320 GCSE Geography A Examiners’ Report Summer 2008 55

4d The most common case study was Cairo. Some excellent answers were 
seen with all parts of the question dealt with. It was a pleasure to read 
some of the answers such as example 8. Example 9 is an example of a 
candidate who understands the question but does not include any case 
study specific information and therefore remains in level 1. 

 
Example 8 
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1312/ 3320 GCSE Geography A Examiners’ Report Summer 2008 57

Example 9 
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Unit 1312 Paper 05 
Unit 3320 Paper 03 

 
In general, the moderators detected an improvement in the standard of coursework 
in 2008. Some commended the originality of studies and also the diversity of 
approaches to work seen this year. Furthermore, most topics chosen were 
appropriate to the Specifications, although two moderators commented that work 
based around the topic of re-cycling rubbish was inappropriate, since it lacked the 
rigour necessary to allow students to score well on the marking criteria. The most 
popular topics which differentiated well between candidates tended to be CBD 
studies or physical studies of rivers and coasts. Coastal management studies often 
lacked a true thread of logic and it was very difficult for candidates to collect data 
relevant to the stated aims or hypotheses. 
 
Where teachers had set up well-structured studies for their students and had created 
the opportunities for them to gather different sets of data related to the aims, 
candidates performed well. It is vital for teachers to give guidance to students for 
them to complete coherent studies. A sound structure at the outset is the best 
determiner of purposeful data collection, meaningful data presentation and clear 
analysis, synthesis and evaluation. 
 
Introductions were generally sound and most gained at least Level 2 marks on 
Criterion 2. Most candidates had included a map but there was still a reluctance to 
annotate the map, to show where the work had been carried out. Many candidates 
had used ICT to produce their location maps. 
 
Some candidates had included far too much extraneous material from textbooks and 
other sources in their introductions which in no way enhanced the work and in many 
cases detracted from its overall coherence. A number of students had not made clear 
the sequence of work to be carried out. This was especially true (although not 
exclusively so) of centres using the old-style ICRS form. 
 
Most candidates had included a discreet section on data collection. Candidates with 
weaker literacy skills had certainly benefited from using a methodology grid to 
structure writing about their data collection and usually this facilitated their 
reaching Level 2 on Criterion 2. However, students from some centres seemed to rely 
exclusively on this which tended to limit the marks of more able candidates to top 
Level 2 marks at best. Training offered by Edexcel on this issue had clearly solved 
this problem for a number of centres. It is vital that more able candidates use an 
expandable grid to facilitate extended explanation of methods. Students are advised 
to write about their methods as well, but not to repeat what has been said in the 
table. 
 
There was some good use of annotated photographs in some methodology sections 
which showed and explained how and why particular equipment and methods had 
been used. Some candidates struggled to explain why they were collecting particular 
data when they had not had sufficient guidance, to collect data appropriate to 
address their aims. One example was where the focus of the studies was coastal 
management, yet candidates had been guided to collect data on pebble roundness. 
This did not help them to address their aims at all. 
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Fewer candidates this year relied on just one questionnaire for data collection. Most 
centres had given candidates ample opportunities to collect several sets of data. 
Some students had included secondary data but in most cases it was not made clear 
why this particular data was useful to the enquiry. 
 
There was the greatest variation across the entry in the marks for data presentation 
(Criterion 3). Many candidates had used ICT very well, to construct sophisticated and 
appropriate graphs, maps and diagrams, warranting Level 3 marks. In a substantial 
number of cases, however, there was a lack of variety of presentation methods. 
There was an over-reliance on bar graphs and pie charts and the scales of graphs in 
general were wrong or had been omitted. Inappropriate line graphs, to represent 
discrete data, were once again in evidence as were graphs without dedicated legends 
(Series 1 etc). Where students could not use colour printing for their data 
presentation, graphs sometimes lacked clarity and made it difficult for them to 
analyse their data. Some excellent photographs had been included in the data 
presentation of some candidates. In only a few cases were such photographs 
annotated in an explanatory way. 
 
Overall, there still seems to be a reluctance to actually locate work and to locate 
results on maps, even though this is a geography examination. Techniques such as 
located bars, isolines and flow maps are all higher level presentation skills which 
would earn Level 3 marks on Criterion 3. 
 
Analyses were of variable quality. However, where centres had facilitated a well- 
structured study to be set up, weaker candidates could access Level 2 marks, since 
they were at least able to describe their data and to make some comments about it 
related to their aims. More able candidates had cross-referenced well between 
different sets of data and showed the potential to analyse, synthesise and evaluate 
their findings. 
 
However, even the most able students really struggled to demonstrate such high 
order skills when the centre had set up open ended studies where the data collected 
had little or no relevance to the stated aims of the work. It is also important that 
students realise that subjectivity is not intrinsically wrong but that it should be 
encouraged and then complemented by comments about actual data. 
 
Evaluations were still far too frequently limited to the perceived limitations of 
physically collecting data rather than about the validity or reliability of the findings. 
 
Overall, it was felt that there had been an improvement in the coherence of studies 
this year. The use of ICT had also improved across the entry, with few centres 
offering no opportunities for using ICT at all. However, there is still a reluctance of 
students to use the spell-check facility for their written accounts across the ability 
range. 
 
The use of residential study centres has not been so evident this year. However, in a 
few cases, the studies based on such centres lacked clarity and structure because 
schools relied on centre staff to structure the work. Where they had been planned 
and carried out by the teachers in charge of the party, such studies met the 
assessment criteria well. 
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Some studies lacked pagination although many had a bibliography and a contents 
page. Teachers should remind students how useful page numbers can be when cross-
referencing between different sets of data. Use of pagination could facilitate 
improved marks on Criteria 4 and 5. 
 
The standard of administration was very variable this year and caused moderators to 
have to spend hours chasing correct information from centres. There were numerous 
arithmetic errors on ICRS forms, very many transcript errors on to OPTEMS and in far 
too many cases, candidate numbers and names had not been written on ICRS forms 
and the work. It really is vital that this issue is addressed if candidates are to be 
awarded the marks they have earned and not those of another candidate. The work 
of one centre had to be returned as it was impossible to detect whose work was 
whose. 
 
About 10% of centres are still using the old-style ICRS form. It is vital that the current 
one is used, to ensure that the marking criteria are correctly applied. Whilst it is true 
that most centres still marked their work, as advised, by using the Specification 
document, it was clear that a few had incorrectly marked pupils’ work as a direct 
result of using the old form. 
 
Cross-moderation within centres had clearly not taken place in a few cases although 
fewer centres had to send a second sample this year for this reason than in previous 
cohorts. 
 
Some centres still persist in using plastic page liners and heavy ring binders. Simple 
card covers and treasury tags represent much more sensible presentation and are 
light to handle. 
 
Authentication of work by candidates was much more widespread this year. Centres 
had made an effort to include the work of the highest and lowest scoring candidates 
in their samples in the main, thank you. 
 
 
I would like to congratulate centres on a year of generally good or excellent 
coursework which was a joy to moderate, even after the few negative points made 
above have been taken into account. Teachers have worked very hard to structure 
meaningful work for their students to complete. 
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1312 Statistics 
Mark Ranges and Award of Grades 

 
1312 Foundation Tier 

 

Grade Max. Mark C D E F G 

Overall Subject Grade Boundaries 100 63 54 45 37 29 

 
Paper 1F 

Grade Max. Mark C F 

1F Raw Mark Boundaries 80 52 34 

 
Paper 2F 

Grade Max. Mark C F 

2F Raw Mark Boundaries 60 41 24 

 
1312 Higher Tier 

 

Grade Max. Mark A* A B C D E 

Overall Subject Grade 
Boundaries 100 79 71 63 55 43 37 

 
Paper 3H 

Grade Max. Mark A C D 

3H Raw Mark Boundaries 80 58 45 35 

 
Paper 4H 

Grade Max. Mark A C D 

4H Raw Mark Boundaries 60 42 30 23 

 
Coursework 

 

Grade Max. Mark A C D F 

Coursework Raw Mark 
Boundaries 63 45 36 29 16 
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3320 Statistics 
Mark Ranges and Award of Grades 

 
3320 Foundation Tier 

 

Grade Max. Mark C D E F G 

Overall Subject Grade Boundaries 100 59 50 41 33 25 

 
Paper 1F 

Grade Max. Mark C F 

1F Raw Mark Boundaries 90 54 32 

 
 

3320 Higher Tier 
 

Grade Max. Mark A* A B C D E 

Overall Subject Grade 
Boundaries 100 71 65 59 53 38 30 

 
Paper 2H 

Grade Max. Mark A C D 

2H Raw Mark Boundaries 90 56 47 32 

 
 

Coursework 
 

Grade Max. Mark A C D F 

Coursework Raw Mark 
Boundaries 63 45 36 29 16 
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