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June 2010 Unit 1 
 
Examples of Candidates’ Work  
 
Question 1 The Restless Earth 
 
1(b)(iii) 
 

The earthquake measured 5.2 on the Richter Scale. 
With the help of Figure 2 and your own knowledge, explain why the damage was 
limited.                                                                                                                (4 marks) 
 

1(b)(iii) Answer A 
  
 ‘Because 5.2 isn’t a very strong earthquake so it wouldn’t cause much 

damage.  Also the epicentre is quite far away from Market Rasen and  it’s 
not a very built up town as it’s in the countryside, so building aren’t too close 
together so don’t cause domino affect. 
The damage done to Legsby parish church and the chimneys of houses in 
grid reference 108892 was because they were closet to the epicentre so 
had the biggest quake and tremors’. 
 

 

 
  
1(b)(iii) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
The ideas are separate and general.  There is no specific reference to the map. 

 
Commentary Answer B (3 marks) 
The candidate begins to link statements here and to explain with general reference to the map. 
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1(b)(iii) Answer C 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer C (4 marks) 
There is clear reference to the map and the location is linked to the limited amount of damage.  
Own knowledge is clearly applied. 
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1(c)(i) 
 

Explain why a tsunami is a secondary effect of plate movement.                      (2 marks) 
 

  
1(c)(i) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 
1(c)(i) Answer B 
  
 ‘When an earthquake strikes in the middle of the ocean, it then triggers off a 

tsunami.  A tsunami is a large wave which travels at high speeds towards 
land’. 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
The response is less clear – the link between the earthquake and the tsunami is not made. 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
The candidate recognises the initial earthquake and makes explicit reference to this as the trigger.
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1(c)(ii) 
 

Use a case study of a tsunami to describe its effects on coastal areas.            (6 marks) 

1(c)(ii) Answer A 
  
 

 
  

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
The answer is general and consists mainly of a list of effects.  The variety means that it is worth 
more than 1 mark. 
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1(c)(ii) Answer B 
  
 

 
Commentary Answer B (4 marks) 
The response here names a case study.  There is some variety and the statements ring true for 
the case study named.  To access Level 2 there should be some specific reference to the case 
study selected. 
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Question 2 Rocks, Resources and Scenery 
 
 Use Figure 4 to describe how an ‘era’ is different from a ‘period’ on a geological 

timescale.                                                                                                            (2 marks)
 

  
2(a)(i) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 
2(a)(i) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 
  
2(a)(i) Answer C 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (0 marks) 
There is a lack of knowledge apparent here and the answer contains no creditworthy material. 
 

 
Commentary Answer B (1 mark) 
The candidate identifies the contrast in the length of time between a period and an era. 

 
Commentary Answer C (2 marks) 
There is clear reference to the contrasting time periods and recognition that an era is subdivided 
into periods. 
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2(b) Study Figure 5, on the insert, which is a photograph of Malham Cove, a limestone area 

in Yorkshire. 
Give three characteristics of the rock and landscape shown in the photograph. 

(3 marks)
 

2(b) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 
  
2(b) Answer B 
  
 1. ‘There is a couple of people walking which means Malham Cove is a 

tourist destination’. 
2. ‘There are lots of joints inside the rock’. 
3. ‘The rock is a very steep slope’. 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
The candidate recognises one feature of the landscape.  The rest of the answer is irrelevant and 
major features are ignored. 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
The response here engages more purposefully with the question.  In the last 2 points the 
candidates describes what can be seen in the photograph and clearly relates the features to the 
rock and the landscape shown. 
The first point is not creditworthy as it refers to people who are not characteristics of a landscape. 
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2(d)(ii) A quarry is marked Y on the map. 

Use Figure 6 to describe how the quarry at Y may cause problems for the environment. 
(4 marks)

 
2(d)(ii) Answer A 
  

 

 
 

 

 
2(d)(ii) Answer B 
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (0 marks) 
The answer does not address the demands of the question regarding problems for the 
environment. 
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2(d)(ii) Answer C 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
There is some reference to the environment.  There is a little variety in the points made, but these 
do not go beyond the basic and there is no reference to the map. 

 
Commentary Answer C (4 marks) 
There is specific reference to the map in a relevant way and points are developed and linked as 
particularly illustrated in the last sentence. 
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2(e) Use a case study to describe the advantages of a quarry.                                 (6 marks)

 
2(e) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 
  
2(e) Answer B 
  
 ‘The advantages of a quarry is there will be a lot of jobs for the local people 

who work around that area for example Dartmore so if people are 
unemployed they should be able to get a job.  There will also be more rock 
such as marble, chalk, limestone which means there will be more material 
for example kitchen work tops.  It is also normally out of the way of towns or 
cities meaning it will not be disturbing to many people so there won’t be 
many complaints.  They can also get a lot of money from the different types 
of rock they find’. 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
A single relevant point is made at the start of the answer.  The remainder does not look at 
advantages of a quarry. 

 
Commentary Answer B (3 marks) 
The candidate identifies only general advantages and the rock type is not identified.  Further 
development and linking of points and specific reference to a case study are needed for Level 2. 
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Question 3 Challenge of Weather and Climate 
 
3(a)(ii) 
 

Explain why London is warmer than Edinburgh in July.                                     (2 marks) 

3(a)(ii) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 
  
3(a)(ii) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (0 marks) 
The candidate fails to realise the importance of latitude and the month identified.  The explanation 
in the answer is also incorrect. 

 
Commentary Answer B (1 mark) 
The response here recognises the correct factor, but then fails to develop it in an appropriate way.  
London is also near the sea, but both are on the east coast.  This factor also relates to answers in 
(a)(iii). 
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3(b) Study Figure 8, on the insert, which describes floods in Hull in June 2007. 
Use Figure 8 to give evidence that supports the following statement: 
‘The UK weather is becoming more extreme’.                                              (4 marks) 
 

3(b) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 
  
3(b) Answer B 
  
 ‘There is evidence to support that statement as in Yorkshire 2007 a record 

amount of rain fell in June. 
It was the wettest month recorded since 1882 and May, June and July were 
the wettest since records began in 1760. 
This shows that it is not just heavy rainfall.  The weather is becoming more 
extreme.  On the 25th June 110mm fell in 24 hours, the drains over flowed 
which means they are not used to that much water and a lot of the city was 
flooded’. 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
Relevant parts of the text from Figure 8 selected and repeated.  However, there is insufficient 
development or comment on the quoted material to merit a level 2 mark. 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
The candidate begins to use the text – noting both the ‘record amount’ and that ‘it is not just 
heavy rain’ to enable the top of Level 1 to be reached. 
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3(b) Answer C 
  
 ‘In June 2007 it was the wettest month recorded since 1882.  So the 

weather is become a lot worse over a 125 years.  In one day 25th June over 
110mm of rain fell in 24 hours and May, June and July were the wettest 
months for 247 years’. 
 

 

 
 
3(c)(ii) Use Figure 9 to describe area A shown in Figure 10.                                       (3 marks)

 
3(c)(ii) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 
  
3(c)(ii) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer C (4 marks) 
The information provided is clearly used to make a point – the 125 years quoted indicates that the 
candidate is aware of the significance of the figures.  Further evidence is explored in a similar way 
to take the response to the top of Level 2. 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
There is recognition of the area being used for housing; but there is little else beyond that. 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
The candidate refers to the built-up nature of the area and recognises the presence of a tributary.  
Further specific information from the map was needed for a third mark here. 



GCSE Geography A / 40301F Exemplar work June 2010 / Version 1.0 
 

 
 

hij                                                                    Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved                                                   15 
 

 
3(c)(iii) Use Figure 9 to suggest the effects of the flood in area A.                                (3 marks)

 
3(c)(iii) Answer A 
  
 Damaged property, houses, cars, river Hull overflowing debris, overflowing 

drains. 
 

 

 
  
3(c)(iii) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
The answer given is a short list of possible effects, with some of the suggested effects being 
confused with causes. 
 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
There is reference to potholes in roads and loss of electricity.  It is these more elaborated 
statements rather than the simple listing of effects like businesses destroyed, buildings ruined, 
that gain the 2 marks. 
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3(d) Describe what is being done to respond to the threat of climate change at an 
international level.                                                                                               (6 marks)
 

3(d) Answer A 
  
 ‘Global summits where president and prime ministers meet and 

agree/disagree on what to do.  Conservations for animals or plants that may 
be highly effected by the climate change.  Aid being sent out to people 
whose lifes are being effected.  Agreements where we will/may be use less 
cars, walk more, turn tvs and electrical equipment off instead of putting it 
straight onto standby and wasting electric’. 
 

 

 
  
3(d) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (3 marks) 
There is some initial awareness of international level, but the answer drifts into how we would 
respond to the effects of climate change rather than the threat of it.  The answer then focuses 
mainly on local responses, though with some variety. 
 

 
Commentary Answer B (5 marks) 
There is clear reference to an international level at the start of the answer and reference to the 
Kyoto agreement, which is explained.  A variety of separate local strategies are then included – 
greater linkage would have seen this go to the top of Level 2. 
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Question 4  Living World 
 
4(b)(i) Explain one way in which deciduous trees have adapted to the climate.          (2 marks) 

 
4(b)(i) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 
4(b)(ii) Explain one way in which deciduous trees have adapted to the soil.                (2 marks) 

 
4(b)(ii) Answer A 
  
 ‘Deciduous trees have adapted to the soil by having deep roots to try and 

get as much water as they can, as all the other trees will be competing for it 
too’. 
 

 

 
  
4(b)(ii) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
The candidate identifies a valid way in which deciduous trees adapt to the climate, but fails to 
explain the underlying reason related to reducing water loss. 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
There is a reference to deep roots worth 1 mark, but an inaccurate explanation is given as to why 
these occur. 
 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
The adaption of long roots is stated and is supported by a clear explanatory statement regarding 
access to nutrients. 
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4(c)(ii) Use Figure 12 to describe recreation activities in Epping Forest.                      (3 marks)

 
4(c)(ii) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 
  
4(c)(ii) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (0 marks) 
This is a list of random facilities – some of which are outside the Forest-but there is no description 
of recreational activities. 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
The candidate addresses the question in the first two sentences identifying the facility and the 
recreational activity, before drifting away from the focus of the question towards the end of the 
answer. 
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4(d) Describe how an area of deciduous woodland is managed to supply timber and timber 

products.                                                                                                             (3 marks) 
 

4(d) Answer A 
  
 ‘Deciduous woodland has managed to supply timber and timber from 

chopping down trees, to sustain the trees so they will always have timber, 
they may replant trees when they chop others down’. 
 

 

 
  
4(d) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
The answer is initially confused, but there is a creditworthy reference to replanting at the end. 

 
Commentary Answer B (3 marks) 
There are clear references to two ways in which deciduous woodland is managed, including a 
developed description of pollarding in Epping Forest. 



GCSE Geography A / 40301F Exemplar work June 2010 / Version 1.0 
 

 
 

hij                                                                    Copyright © 2011 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved                                                   20 
 

 

4(e) Study Figures 13a and 13b, on the insert, photographs of vegetation in a hot desert 
area. 
Describe, and suggest reason(s) for the changes in vegetation.                      (4 marks) 
 

4(e) Answer A 
  

  

 
 

 
  
4(e) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
There is some explanation in the answer, but the describe element of the question is disregarded, 
so only Level 1 can be reached.   

 
Commentary Answer B (3 marks) 
The candidate refers to the photograph to describe the differences and offers some possible 
explanation to address both command words and this reaches Level 2.  However greater 
precision and purpose are needed in the answer to go to the top of the level. 
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4(f) Use a case study of a hot desert area in a poorer part of the world to describe how 

people use the area to make a living.                                                                 (6 marks) 
 

4(f) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 
  
4(f) Answer B 
  
 ‘The Sahara desert is a poor part of the world so people try and use the 

area as best they can by; tourists come from all over the world: local people 
may act as tour guides, also they may use transport to get money, by driving 
people places, they also use the area for providing places for tourists to 
stay, maybe in their own home or another building they own, but most of the 
income comes from tourism, this type of tourism – using the local people for 
things and not harming the environment is called ecotourism’. 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (0 marks) 
The answer here is so generalised and vague that it does not achieve the requirements for Level 
1, e.g. there is no specific mention that this is hot desert areas. 

 
Commentary Answer B (3 marks) 
The candidate refers to tourism as a way of making a living, but it is all very general.  The 
information needs to be more specific, with reference to a case study for Level 2. 
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Question 5 Water on the Land 
 
5(b)(i) Study Figure 15, on the insert, a photograph of a waterfall in the Glens of Antrim, 

Northern Ireland. 
Describe the features of the waterfall shown in Figure 15.                                (3 marks) 
 

5(b)(i) Answer A 
  
 ‘Waterfall has receded from its original position because we can see a gorge 

has formed and the top half of the waterfall has receded further than the 
bottom as it will have more energy’. 
 

 

 
  
5(b)(i) Example B 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
Two specific features are recognised from the photograph – the gorge and the stepped nature of 
the profile. 

 
Commentary Answer B (1 mark) 
The candidate notes the gorge, but the rest of the information is general and not linked to the 
waterfall.  The depth of the channel cannot be determined by the photo and this and the load are 
not relevant to the question. 
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5(b)(ii) Draw a labelled diagram(s) to explain the formation of a waterfall.                    (4 marks) 

 
5(b)(ii) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
There is reference to hard and soft rock, although the alignment is not clear.  Erosion is noted, but 
there is no specific process and the diagrams are not in a clear sequence. 
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5 (b)(ii) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Commentary Answer B (4 marks) 
One diagram is effectively used to explain the formation of a waterfall.  The diagram is clear, it 
identifies the arrangement of rocks and clearly shows the development of the overhang and 
subsequent stages.  It is possible to number the stages for complete clarity. 
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5(c)(ii) Suggest one reason why the discharge for Austwick Beck is different from that for 

Clapham Beck.                                                                                                   (2 marks) 
 

5(c)(ii) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 
  
5(c)(ii) Answer B  
  
 

 
 

 
Commentary Answer A (0 marks) 
The answer is irrelevant and fails to draw on the data supplied in Figures 16a and 16b. 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
Here there is a valid reason suggested relating to an urban area and the implications of this are 
clearly explained.  There are 3 creditworthy points here even before the reversed situation is 
recognised. 
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5(d) Explain why the demand for water is increasing in the UK.                                (6 marks)

 
5(d) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 
  
5(d) Answer B 
  
 ‘Because the population is growing more people are building homes and 

installing sinks, toilets, baths, showers, washing machines, dishwashers, 
and things like hoses in the back garden with lots of people having all these 
things and people wasting water by leaving taps on showers dripping the 
amount of water required is greatly increasing’. 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
A brief response which only begins to answer the question by making 3 simple separate points. 

 
Commentary Answer B (4 marks) 
There is a range of points made here with links beginning to appear.  Clearer explanation is 
needed to link features such as wasting water to an increase in demand, and also with regard to 
the building of more homes. 
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Question 6 Ice on the Land 
 
6(b) Study Figure 19, on the insert, which shows changes in average global temperatures 

from 1850 to 2007. 
Describe the changes in average global temperatures shown in Figure 19.     (4 marks) 
 

6(b) Answer A 
  
 ‘Between 1850 and 1920 the average global temperature has being 

unpredictable because it has rised and lowered year after year.  However, 
after 1915, the temperature started to rise until 1945.  At 1954 it dramatical 
dropped till 1950.  Ever since that dropped, the temperature has continued 
to rise’. 
 

 

 
  
6(b) Answer B 
  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
This response takes a chronological step by step approach.  There is no clear overview and no 
specific evidence and so it remains at the top of Level 1. 

 
Commentary Answer B (3 marks) 
The candidate begins by stating the overall change with evidence.  There is then some reference 
to a change in 1910.  A little more accuracy, precision or context would have given this maximum 
marks. 
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6(c)(i) Abrasion is an important process of glacial erosion. 

Describe how abrasion occurs.                                                                           (3 marks)
 

6(c)(i) Answer A 
  
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
  
6(c)(i) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (0 marks) 
The candidate describes an erosion process.  Unfortunately this is plucking and not abrasion as 
required. 

 
Commentary Answer B (3 marks) 
There is clear description of the abrasion process as the ‘tools’ used are identified, the origin of 
the material and where the process is focused. 
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6(d)(i) Describe the attractions for tourists of an area that is covered by snow and ice. 

(3 marks)
 

6(d)(i) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 
  
6(d)(i) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
There are a number of relevant suggestions here as a list.  However, the candidate only identifies 
the attractions, they are not described as required by the command word. 
 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
There is some description present in this response.  An attraction, linked first to snow and then to 
ice, is described. 
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6(d)(ii) Use a case study of an area covered by snow and ice to describe the ways in which 

tourism is managed.                                                                                           (6 marks) 
 

6(d)(ii) Answer A 
  
 ‘The Italian Alps is an area covered by snow and ice.  This is an area of 

many which is a very popular area for tourists.  This alows tourists to ski, 
hike, have nights out, and make a lot of friends.  The problem is, it causes 
global warming. 
They send thousands of toners of metal up to the top of the mountain.  To 
do this you need so much electrical power.  High up the mountains you can 
get brilliant power’. 
 

 

 
  
6(d)(ii) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (0 marks) 
The candidate does not answer the question asked.  There is reference to attractions and less 
clear consideration of problems.  However, the ways in which tourism is managed is never 
present. 
 

 
Commentary Answer B (2 marks) 
There is the beginning of a valid response with reference to two simple ways that are applicable 
to anywhere.  To achieve Level 2, the candidate needed to refer to the case study named, with 
some reference to a specific place or strategy, and develop ideas further. 
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Question 7 The Coastal Zone 
 
7(a)(iii) Figure 22 shows the formation of some of the landforms in Figure 20. 

Add a sentence to each box to explain the formation of these landforms.         (4 marks) 
 

7(a)(iii) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
The candidate provides a clear and relevant statement for Stages 1 and 4.  The middle section 
shows confusion with arches and stacks and is unclear and vague.  
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7(a)(iii) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Commentary Answer B (4 marks) 
There are four clear, specific and sequential statements in the first three sections.  The statement 
in the third box is worth 2 marks, giving the candidate the maximum available.  If this was not the 
case, the statement in the final box would have been credited. 
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7(b)(i) Explain why sea level is expected to rise.                                                          (3 marks) 

 
7(b)(i) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 

 
  
7(b)(i) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
There is clear reference to the global warming and the impact of this with regard to melting ice 
caps. 

 
Commentary Answer B (3 marks) 
The candidate takes a different approach here, but with a common starting point of global 
warming to the previous answer.  The impact on the water itself is recognised. 
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7(b)(ii) Use a case study to describe economic effects of coastal flooding.                   (4 marks)
 

7(b)(ii) Answer A 
  
  
  

 

  
7(b)(ii) Answer B 
  
  

 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
There is reference to a case study here.  However, economic effects are not to the fore and social 
effects become dominant, which are not relevant to this answer. 
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7(c)(i) Study Figure 23 which shows the coast at Lyme Regis, a town in Dorset.        (3 marks)

 
7(c)(i) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 
Commentary Answer B (4 marks) 
The Maldives is effectively used as a case study to demonstrate the economic effects of coastal 
flooding, which is to the fore throughout the answer. 

 
Commentary Answer A (1 mark) 
The candidate takes the clue of the unmaintained groynes to note that longshore drift is 
destroying the beach.  There was the potential to develop this and explain how this was 
happening. 
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7(c)(i) Answer B 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Commentary Answer B (3 marks) 
There is clear emphasis on the command to ‘explain’.  The diagram is used to make clear why the 
town is under threat due to erosion of the sea wall, the rotting groynes and therefore the sediment 
not being trapped. 
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7(c)(ii) Hard engineering includes sea walls and groynes. 

Describe the costs and benefits of hard engineering in managing a coastline.  (6 marks)
 

7(c)(ii) Answer A 
  
 

 
 

 
  
7(c)(ii) Answer B 
  
 ‘Hard engineering is a lot of money but is very helpful.  For example groynes 

cost thousands (probably the cheapest method) but this is helpful as it stops 
longshore drift occuring (beach sediment moving along the beach).  Sea 
walls (they can cost around 3 million depending on size) but this is very 
helpful as it stops the sea causing floods and damage by going above the 
sand into towns or eroding cliffs.  You can also have stacks or rock down 
the beach called rock armour this is helpful as the sand will build up next to 
the rocks so the sediment doesn’t move along another beach (coastline) this 
costs a lot of money also because you have to transport the bricks to the 
beach (they cost around 22,000)’. 
 

 

 
Commentary Answer A (2 marks) 
The candidate identifies hard engineering strategies and then gives a basic cost and benefit.  
Ideas are separate. 

 
Commentary Answer B (4 marks) 
This response considers 3 different strategies.  However, costs and benefits given are 
undeveloped and somewhat repetitive for the different options.  Focusing on fewer in more detail 
would have been a better strategy for higher marks question like this. 
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7(c)(ii) Answer C 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Commentary Answer C (5 marks) 
This Level 2 response is borderline 5/6 as it offers support and links statements, especially at the 
beginning.  A little more of this would have gained maximum marks. 
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