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GCSE General Studies

Contacts

Contact points for GCSE General Studies

For further help and advice about the new GCSE specifications please contact:

Subject Manager lan Smyth
AQA
Devas Street
Manchester
M15 6EX

Telephone : 0161 958 3825
Email : generalstudies@aga.org.uk

For help with Support Meeting Information, please contact:

Teacher Support Manager Christopher Kates
AQA
31-33 Springfield Avenue
Harrogate
North Yorkshire
HG1 2HW

Telephone: 01423 534385
Email: teachersupport@aga.org.uk

For help with Publications, please contact:

Publications AQA Logistics Centre (Manchester)
Unit 2, Wheel Forge Way
Asburton Park, Trafford Park
Manchester
M17 1EH

Telephone: 0870 410 1036
Email: publications@aga.org.uk




Administration

Entries: Direct Line: 0161 455 5482
Fax: 0161 455 5408
Email: entries@aga.org.uk

Candidate Services — Special Arrangements:

Northern Centres: Direct Line: 0161 455 5465
Fax: 0161 455 4444

Southern Centres Direct Line: 01483 477884
Fax: 01483 455731
Candidate Services — Post Results:

Northern Centres: Direct Line: 0161 455 5458
Fax: 0161 455 4444

Southern Centres Direct Line: 01483 477971
Fax: 01483 455731

Websites:

AQA www.aga.org.uk
QCA www.gca.org.uk
UCAS www.ucas.org.uk
JCQ wWww.jcg.org.uk




Website Navigation

New AQA specifications and related materials on the site:

www.aga.org.uk

A 4

Home Page
Top of Page - navigation list
Select Qualifications

A 4

Qualifications drop down Menu
Select GCSEs

GCSE General Studies

A 4

General Studies Home Page
Select a Specification

A 4

New (for first teaching in 2009)
General Studies

A 4

e View and download
specification

view 'Key Materials'

Ask AQA

For general queries about AQA, go to www.aga.org.uk/rn/askaga/php
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GCSE General Studies

Towards a New Specification

10.15-10.45

10.45-11.00
11.00-11.15
11.15-12.30
12.30-1.30
1.30-1.45
1.45-2.45
2.45-3.00
3.00-3.30

Programme for the day

Welcome, introduction, domestic
arrangements.

Overview of specification.

Unit 2, section A.

Refreshments

Unit 2, sections B and C.

Lunch

Preparing to teach unit 2.

Unit 1

Preparing to teach unit 1.
Questions & answers, evaluation & Close

Presentation Objectives

To introduce the specification structure, teaching

content and assessment structure

To highlight changes in the new GCSE specification

To help non-AQA teachers to learn more about the new

AQA specification




Underlying Principles

To build on the strengths of the existing specification

To provide a relevant and interesting course for GCSE
students in General Studies

To provide opportunities to broaden the curriculum,
introduce Citizenship and develop transferable thinking
and functional skills

To update the subject content, simplify the assessments
and provide greater flexibility

To provide a solid foundation for those planning to study
AS or A level General Studies

Key Features of the Specification

Single tier structure - all students study the same
material

Appropriate, engaging and accessible for all abilities
Only two compulsory papers

A variety of assessment techniques to test different
skills

Grades A* to G available to all students

Key Features of the Specification

No coursework option

Case Study to develop evaluation and research skills
Greater structure and discussion content so teaching
can concentrate on important topics and develop
students’ skills

Students should enjoy the opportunity to discuss,
debate and argue their point, demonstrating breadth
of knowledge from their core subjects, and making
judgments from a broad standpoint




Assessment at a Glance

UNIT 1 1 hour 15 min 25% of total
Case Study marks
UNIT 2 2 hours 75% of total

Objective Test
Questions and
Written Exam

marks

Unit 1

Candidates answer 4 questions

Questions based on pre-release sources
Topic for unit 1 posted on website and in

specification annually

Topic for 2010: “The surveillance society:

Big Brother is watching you!”

Unit 2 - overview

* Three sections
—Section A: (25%) objective test (multiple choice)
— Section B: (20%) problem solving exercise
—Section C: (30%) extended writing exercise




Unit 2 — assessment details

Section A

« Candidates answer 30 multiple choice questions (15 pairs)
* Questions based on stimulus material

Section B

« Candidates answer three short answer questions and one
extended writing question

* Questions based on a collection of varied stimulus material on a
common topic

Section C

« Candidates answer one question (divided into 3 parts) from a
choice of two

« Each question will have its own stimulus

10

Key Changes from the Existing AQA
Specification

« Unitised structure, providing opportunities for
assessment in different sittings and allowing for re-
sits

« Single tier of entry, accessible for candidates of all
abilities

« No coursework

« Updated subject content reflecting contemporary

issues

11

Converting to AQA

 Register to receive specification updates and
free online support

* Notification of Entries department
— e-AQA
— 0161 455 5408

— entries@aqa.org.uk

12

10




Further Support

« Direct dial numbers for subject staff — no call
centres (see next slide)

» Resource banks of materials which support
the specification — available now on the AQA
website or to order from AQA Logistics Centre

* Online materials from Nelson Thornes

13

Contacts

lan Smyth, Subject Manager
0161 958 3768

Andrew Spreckley, Senior Subject Manager
0161 958 3769

Val Warhurst / Miriam Wilson, Subject Admin Team
0161 958 3825

Christopher Kates, Senior Teacher Support Manager
01423 534309

generalstudies@aqa.org.uk

14

Becoming an examiner
» Gain insights into how the exams are marked
» Improve your teaching of the subject

* Financial remuneration

» Apply on the AQA website

15
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DESIGNING A SCHEME OF WORK

The starting point for teachers is the specification for the particular year of the
examination. This contains the topic area for the case study. (Section 2 Page 5) In
addition, the topic area is also posted annually on the AQA website prior to the
examination. This allows student preparation and research to begin as early as
possible. For 2010 the topic area will be “The surveillance society: Big brother is
watching you!”

Case study material is sent to centres on November 1% of the year preceding the
examination. However, the opening of this material and distribution to students is
permitted from March 1% only.

Therefore, the scheme of work for Unit 1 might be in two sections:

*  Work to be done throughout the course, before the release of the material with the
aim of providing candidates with an over view of the main topic area and
providing them with an understanding of the requirements of each of the AO’s.
Unit 1 tests all four of the AO’s in equal weightings.

* Work to be done after release in preparation for the examination. Remember,
teachers will be allowed to discuss material with candidates and should encourage
students to do their own research and wider reading around the topic and sources
provided.

WORK TO BE DONE THROUGHOUT THE COURSE.

The topic area used for exemplar purposes in this document is the one used in the
Specimen Paper, “Preparing to meet Britain’s future energy needs.”

The main aim here is to offer advice and guidance to teachers rather than to present a
prescriptive scheme. Methods of delivery will vary from centre to centre and will
reflect the philosophy and curriculum delivery programme of each individual
institution. The time allocated for the teaching of this course will vary from centre to
centre, however, the suggestions outlined assume an allocation of taught time for
GCSE General Studies.

In addition, it might be assumed that there is additional provision to cover a wider
programme using links such as tutorials, work experience, PSHE, key skills and
citizenship.



A variety of approaches can often be an effective way of delivering General Studies so
that students are offered different stimuli. These might include:

¢ Talks by staff and students

* Brainstorming, debate and discussion

* Use of visiting speakers

* DVD’s and other visual stimuli

* Printed matter

* Distance learning sites

* Personal research

* Investigations

» Utilisation of relevant teaching within the KS4 and post-16 curriculum.

* Current affairs, topical events

There is no reason to separate out the work in preparation for the case study from the
work for Unit 2. Work done by students for Unit 1 will be relevant in many cases to
that needed for all sections of Unit 2. All four AO’s are covered in all sections of Unit
2.

For example, the Unit 2 Specimen Paper contains questions that require an ability to:

* Understand and interpret information contained in the sources (Section B Q1-3,
pages 2-3 of the answer book)

* Cross-reference sources (Section B Q4, page4 of the answer book)

* Exercise judgements and provide evidence to support arguments and draw
conclusions (Section C Q5-6, pages 20-21 of question booklet)

Centres are encouraged to use material from previous year’s examinations of the
legacy specification (Paper 2); even though there are differences between the old
Paper 2 and the new Unit 1, the case study material is broadly similar, as are some of
the questions. Explanation of the level mark schemes will also aid students
understanding and achievement.



SO, WHERE TO BEGIN?

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

The topic area is “Preparing to meet Britain’s future energy needs”. This clearly
comes from the Scientific and Technological Area of Study. (Page 8 of the
Specification) Thus it might be worth exploring the most likely themes we might find
in the case study sources: against each of these, you might want to consider what kind

of exercises to give the students.

*  What are the UK’s present energy sources?

*  Which of these sources are likely to be in short supply in the future?

* What are the key environmental issues that are facing the UK?



* What are the advantages and disadvantages of the various energy sources?

* How is demand likely to change in the future?

¢ Other questions?

The Resource Bank for this specification suggests a number of likely avenues for
exploration, by the teacher at this point, and by the student once the source material is
released. Relevant material may often provide excellent stimulus in motivating our
students to enhance their awareness of current issues.

Given the widespread availability of access to the World Wide Web, and the extent to
which this is now used as a reference source, there is considerable emphasis on web
references.



The following would be such possible sources for this particular case study:

* British Nuclear Fuels (www.bnfl.com)
* Friends of the Earth (www.foe.co.uk)
* (Qreenpeace (www.greenpeace.org)

If there is available a selection of newspapers and magazines through a library,
students would find regular articles on energy issues. However, even if this in not
possible, the following related websites are recommended.

¢ www.guardian.co.uk which provides access to “Guardian Unlimited”.

¢ www.independent.co.uk. (particularly useful for a “for and against” analysis of
topical issues once a week)

*  www.timesonline.co.uk

* www.telegraph.co.uk

¢ www.dailymail.co.uk

*  www.mirror.co.uk

* www.thesun.co uk

Further websites are listed in the Resources Bank.

It is obvious at first sight, that use within the classroom might require some
adaptation, depending on the abilities of the students. Tabloids may often provide
briefer coverage at a more appropriate level. Nevertheless, such material can often
provide teachers with the means to make candidates aware of inherent bias,
questionable accuracy and alternative views. Given the nature of Unit 1 questions,
students can use such information to practice their skills in identifying bias and
formulating coherent arguments.

A much more detailed list of sites suitable for a variety of Unit 1 topics can be found
in the Teachers resource Bank.



CONSIDER CREATING SIMILAR QUESTIONS FOR THE TOPIC, “THE
SURVEILLANCE SOCIETY:BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU!”



WORK TO BE DONE ONCE THE CASE STUDY MATERIAL IS RELEASED

Ideally students should be guided through all the published case study materials with
the aim of both developing understanding of the published information and
encouraging students to understand the inter relationship between the various sources.
The particular skills regularly tested are the ability to:

* interpret the information contained in each source.

* cross-reference sources and identify different standpoints.

* recognise bias.

* exercise judgements and provide evidence to support arguments and draw
personal conclusions.

It is worth emphasising the comments repeatedly made in the various Examiner’s
Reports of the legacy specification. In 2006, these focused on:

* the need for candidates to show evidence of having carried out at least some
research into the wider area of study.

* the need for familiarity with the source material, so that candidates can select
material with considerable precision. Many candidates did not use all the useful
material available, because they had insufficient time to do so. (remember that
candidates are not allowed to take their original copy of the source material into
the examination - they will be given a clean copy.)

* the need to justify ideas by supporting arguments with evidence, from the sources
and own knowledge. Sometimes, when opinion is offered, it was usually in the
form of very basic unsupported assertions such as “we need more energy.”

* the need to recognise bias and not take all sources at their face value.

* the need to explore the degree to which possible solutions to any problem could be
successful.

* the need for clear conclusions drawn in a logical way.



CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

With all this general guidance in mind, let us examine the sources in the Specimen
Paper, assuming they have just been opened by the teacher.

Consider exercises that students could tackle to enable them to access the sources and
prepare for the question paper.

Using Sources 1 to S and research

*  What can be deduced from the thrust of the information set out in the sources?

* What is the importance of each source?

* How best to extract knowledge, and understand the language used in each source?

*  Which sources are likely to show possible bias?



* How can students test the provenance of the sources and possible bias?

*  Where could information be obtained to support or challenge the information in
each source? e.g. perhaps giving more recent statistics.

*  Which sources are likely to be contentious in any way?



¢ Which sources give contrasting views?

*  We know what the actual questions were, but what other questions might have
been asked using the same source information? (this enables the teacher to
consider likely questions in a “real” situation.)

Concluding remarks

The design of any scheme of work will vary from centre to centre according to the
abilities and needs of the candidates. The major focus for Unit 2 should be in teaching
the skills required to handle the case study material before its release, and then
enabling candidates to extract information and ideas, carry out some research, and
reach judgements and conclusions as appropriate. However, we cannot, and should
not, tell young people what to think and, while examiners have a detailed mark
scheme, there is considerable scope for a well-argued and well supported case
irrespective of conclusion.

Nevertheless, to reach the higher Levels in each mark scheme, an ability to show some
knowledge obtained from outside the sources is essential.

10
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Answer all questions in the spaces provided.

1 Identify and eXplain in your own words twe ways of producing energy for the UK. -
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SCRIPT E - Standardised Marked Script

. LEAVE
MARGIN
BLANK

3 In answer to this question you should refer to Sources 1 to 5 as well as using your own
knowledge.

* Say what you think the future energy needs of the UK might be and how these might be met.

You might consider
o the increasing need for energy
o the contribution that could be made by different energy sources.
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SCRIPT F

3 In answer to this question you should refer to all the Sources (1 to 6) as well as using your
own knowledge. s '

How do you think that the UK could best meet its future energy needs?
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SCRIPT G

3 In answer to this question you should refer to all the Sources (1 to 6) as well as using your
own knowledge. s

How do you think that the UK could best meet its future energy needs?
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COMMENTS

SCRIPT A

LEVEL1 MARK 2/4

TESTING AO 2/3

*

Identifies nuclear and renewables as energy sources, though only by copying from
the sources. There is no development of the identified sources, so answer
restricted to Level 1.

The candidate appears to be familiar with the source material and has extracted
sentences from it (though many candidates give the impression of being unfamiliar
with the source material for Unit 2.)The candidate has to an extent ignored the
rubric of the question, which asks the candidate to “explain in your own words.”

Concluding sentence is based on source content not own words.

SCRIPT B

LEVEL 2 MARK 3/4

TESTING AO 2/3

Identifies wind and wave power, with some development, so answer meets Level 2
requirements.

In the case of wind power, there is understanding of the means e.g. Wind turbines,
but less understanding of how wave power is created.

Full marks would require explanation of two ways.
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SCRIPT C
LEVEL 1 MARK 2/6
TESTING All AO’s

* Extracts information from sources and identifies wind power as a method of
producing energy.

* No development in first five lines, but then simply developed, but rather naive
points about the role of government and unpopularity with some of the public.
Reaches borderline Level 1/2

* To score higher, there needs to be evidence of some cross-referencing of sources;
with several weeks access to the source material, it is reasonable to expect that
candidates will be able to do more than simply extract information from one
source.

e There is little development of government’s role nor explanation of why people
dislike wind power. Therefore a mark of 2 is justified.

SCRIPT D

LEVEL 3 MARK 5/6

TESTING ALL AO’S

* Evidence of use of sources and own knowledge. Identifies nuclear power as a
method of producing energy. -

*  Opening paragraph identifies why nuclear power is a good option, rather than
discussing the problems. However, then identifies three problems associated with
nuclear power; time-scale of construction, radioactive waste and unpopularity.
Some development of first problem but less so for the other two. Suggests Level
2/3 borderline.

* Conclusion merges source information and a little own knowledge (reference to
Chernobyl.) Therefore meets Level 3 requirement of cross-referencing and
conclusions, though reference to nuclear dangers remain undeveloped.

12



SCRIPT E STANDARDISED MARKED SCRIPT

LEVEL 4 MARK 13/20

TESTING ALL AO’S

Evidence of cross-referencing of sources, personal opinion and some own
knowledge. Raises several problems and offers solutions.

Opening page discusses need for both renewables and nuclear options, and also
the need for energy saving, even if examples are somewhat simplistic at times.
Confused thinking at foot of page re-nuclear.

Good use of own knowledge on second page, with a firm grasp of issues related to
public transport in large conurbations.

Discussion is limited to non-fossil fuels and ignores any continuing use of fossil
fuels in the short-term.

The use of some additional research and personal opinion, combined with some
clear analysis, just lifts the answer into Level 4. A mark at the lower end of the
level is justified, however, because the answer is slanted towards saving energy,
with less discussion on increasing demand and the degree to which possible
solutions could be successful.

SCRIPT F

LEVEL 2 MARK 6/20

TESTING ALL AO’S

Simplistic points, selects some relevant material but examples are frequently
undeveloped. Simple conclusions.

First page states the obvious, repeating source information without any
discrimination e.g. need to save energy and recycle.

Some useful development on wind power, by more careful selection from sources,
raises the answer to Level 2. However, no reference to either continued use of

fossil fuels and nuclear power. Some opinion expressed in a simple conclusion.

No evidence of additional research, while the answer is in Level 2, a mark in the
middle of the range is justified.

13



SCRIPT G
LEVEL 4 MARK 16/20
TESTING ALL AO’S

* Clear analysis based on sources and some research. Personal opinion expressed,
clear conclusions expressed, justifies a mark in Level 4.

* Good understanding of the need for a variety of sources. Expresses clear views
about the use of the nuclear option and its drawbacks. Some outside knowledge
here. Good coverage of the three renewables with some carefully selected
material.

* No references to increased energy needs nor saving energy, otherwise a good
example of a Level 4 answer. To reach Level 5 an answer must show significant
additional research, where appropriate, and draw evidence from a wider range of
areas.

QUESTION 3

No suitable script material was available for use in demonstrating standards for this
question, because this is a new form of question. However, the principles remain the
same as for Q 4, the AO’s are identical and in the same proportion. In the case of both
questions, candidates will fare better if they show evidence of having carried out
additional research. Unit 1 is a case study and the source material is available to
candidates two months in advance of the examination.

14



SSSSSSSSSSSSS
IIIIIIIIIIIIII
AAAAAAAA

Teacher Support Meeting

GCSE GENERAL STUDIES

UNIT 2: SECTIONS A, B AND C
Exemplar Scripts and Commentary

Version 1
Spring 2009



Version 1.0 Spring 2009

Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.

The Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA) is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company

number 3644723) and a registered charity (registered charity number 1073334). Registered address: AQA, Devas Street, Manchester
M15 6EX.

Dr Michael Cresswell, Director General.



Contents

GCSE General Studies UNIT 2

Section A OTQ examples
Section B Exemplar Scripts

Script A (marked)
Script B
Script C

Section C Exemplar Scripts

Script D (marked)
Script E
Script F (marked)
Script G

Commentaries
Section A OTQ Key List
Section B

Section C

Example of an Interdisciplinary Approach to General Studies

Page

11
13

15
18
22
25

29
30
31

33



Section A

Questions AS and A6

Christian Jewish Muslim Sikh

TR

A5 Led by Abraham about 4000 years ago, these people received the Ten Commandments and set
up a temple in their holy city, Jerusalem.

A Christians
B Jews

C  Muslims
D Sikhs

A6 This religion began about 500 years ago and the last great teacher died in 1708. Prayer and
meditation play a large part in its teaching and correct articles have to be worn.

Christianity
Judaism
Islam
Sikhism

Turn over for the next question
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Questions A7 and A8

Below are some of the nutritional values for the food served at a fast-food chicken restaurant and the
recommended guidelines for the daily calorie and fat intake for men and women.

Energy Protein Carbohydrate |Fat (grams) Cost

Per serving| (Kcals) (grams) (grams)
Chicken
Piece 260 20 7 15 89p
Chicken
Burger 400 28 36 17 £1.89
Chicken
Strips 115 8 6 6 £1.45
Chicken
Nuggets 159 10 8 10 £1.99
French
Fries 330 22 16 20 75p

Recommended daily intake Men Women

Energy (Kcals) 2500 2000

Fat (grams) 95 70

A7 What is the smallest number of portions of chicken burgers with french fries a woman would
need to eat to exceed her recommended daily intake of both energy and fat?

A 2 portions
B 3 portions
C 4 portions
D 5 portions

A8 A family orders a selection from the restaurant to take away as follows:

2 Chicken Burgers

1 Chicken Strips

1 Chicken Nuggets

4 Chicken Pieces

4 Portions of French Fries

There is a deduction of 15% because they take the meal out of the restaurant. The total cost of

the meal is-

A £11.71
B £13.78
C £14.22
D £15.85

M/Fan08/3761/1HA




Questions A9 and A10

From 1945-1990, among other issues, the Conservative Party stood for Private Enterprise, the
Labour Party stood for Nationalisation, the Liberal Party stood for Electoral Reform.

Elections | 1945 1951 1964 1970 1974 1979

Winning Lab

party Con Lab Con Lab Con

A9  Which party brought coal, electricity and the railway companies into public (state) ownership
after wartime damage?

A Conservative
B Labour
C Liberal
D  none of these

A10 Which party was unable to bring about a new system of voting because they lacked
governmental power?

A Conservative
B Labour
C Liberal
D  none of these

Turn over for the next question
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Questions A1l and A12

The World Health Organisation (WHO)

N

e }‘HL

v
\!

'fE\

\\\\

The WHO’s objective, as set out in its constitution, is the attainment by all peoples
of the highest possible level of health. Health is defined in the WHO’s constitution
as a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the
absence of disease or infirmity.

The WHO is governed by 192 member states through the World Health Assembly.
The Health Assembly is composed of representatives from the WHO’s member
states. The main tasks of the Health Assembly are to approve the WHO programme
and budget, and to decide major policy questions.

A1l The WHO is an agency of the

Tvaws

Commonwealth.
European Union.
United Nations.
United States.

A12 Which of the following are likely to have a direct effect on people’s health?

B W N

access to clean water

better entertainment

primary schooling for all children
good sanitation

Answer

Taw

if 1 and 4 only are correct.

if 1, 2 and 3 only are correct.
if 2, 3 and 4 only are correct.
if all are correct.
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Questions A13 to A14

Specialist organisations of the United Nations include

International Labour Organisation (ILO)
;! e Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO)

¢ International Monetary Fund (IMF)

e UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO)

e World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO)

o International Atomic Energy Authority (IAEA)

A13 The agency which promotes the protection of copyright and patents is the

A ILO.

B  WIPO.
C FAO.
D IAEA.

Al14 The agency which sets standards to improve working conditions is the

A ILO.

B IMF.

C UNESCO.
D FAO.

Turn over » -
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Questions A15 and Al16

The half-life of a radioactive substance is defined as the amount
of time taken for the quantity of the material to be reduced to
one-half of its original radioactive value.

A15 Carbon-11 has a half-life of 20 minutes.
What proportion of the original radioactivity of carbon-11 will be present after one hour?

A 2
B
C
D5

A16 In 2005 a quantity of plutonium would have decayed to 7} the radioactivity it had in the year
45995 BC. What is the half-life of plutonium?

A 24000 years
B 45995 years
C 2005 years
D 48000 years

M/hun08/3761/1HA
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SECTION B

Study the stimulus material provided on pages 18 and 19 of the other booklet.
Answer all the questions below in the spaces provided.

marking

[y

(3]

2-

In the stimulus material provided, what word or phrase is used for

(a) the predicted period from the birth to the death of a human being? (Item A)

(b) the organisation which will study the teaching of food technology? (Item B)

(a) Give two ways the Government plans to improve the health of secondary school
pupils. (Item B)

One way 2 by WWM}M@C@@:@W ..............
A { bse \

%m@mawﬁodw ..... [ i VR

....................................................................................................................................

(b) Give three ways in which a child’s weight might be influenced by his/her parents.
(Item C)

2 Genakics . TR gerve kg fexterl OY o the il mokuy
L
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3 (a) Explain what would make-up a ‘balanced diet’? (Item B)

= Meak sk and aliomnokieo - Toﬁrwfdl fr&tw\ ................ v

.............

.................. P AR L R R R AR LR LR

~

3 (b) Explain, using examples, what is meant by the term ‘public health timebomb’.
(Item A)

Yablie heaith, Tinaleom

m#w@wcmm@%'wwc*%w&“t wehoria. S
(4 marks)
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13-year-old Ross Burden lives with his parents Danny and Jade in a wealthy area
of Liverpool. He is an only child and his parents believe that he is very well cared
for. However, his mother is becoming increasingly concerned about his health and
welfare.

Ross is of average height but his weight has recently risen to 15 stone (95kg). He
has a large appetite, with burger, chips, pizza and chocolate being his favourite
foods. In his spare time he enjoys playing computer games, always in the
company of his faithful dog, Rusty.

Lately, Ross has begun to experience increased breathlessness so Jade drives him
to and from school every day. He rarely participates in P.E. lessons, often
preferring to read instead. During the week he has trouble sleeping and attempts to
catch up over the weekend by staying in bed until lunchtime.

Both Danny and Jade themselves are significantly overweight.

What advice would you give Danny and Jade to help Ross overcome his weight
problem?

In your answer to this question you should use your own knowledge and you may also
use information from Items A, B and C. Write you answer to this question in
continuous prose

Hw.g,....pxc.& ..... Lo o ahoude).. 26k AU
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13-year-old Ross Burden lives with his parents Danny and Jade in a wealthy area
of Liverpool. He is an only child and his parents believe that he is very well cared
for. However, his mother is becoming increasingly concerned about his health and
welfare.

Ross is of average height but his weight has recently risen to 15 stone (95kg). He
has a large appetite, with burger, chips, pizza and chocolate being his favourite
foods. In his spare time he enjoys playing computer games, always in the
company of his faithful dog, Rusty.

Lately, Ross has begun to experience increased breathlessness so Jade drives him
to and from school every day. He rarely participates in P.E. lessons, often
preferring to read instead. During the week he has trouble sleeping and attempts to
catch up over the weekend by staying in bed until lunchtime.

Both Danny and Jade themselves are significantly overweight.

What advice would you give Danny and Jade to help Ross overcome his weight
problem?

In your answer to this question you should use your own knowledge and you may also
use information from Items A, B and C. Write you answer to this question in
continuous prose.
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SECTION C
Answer one question only, either Question 5 or Question 6.

Look at Section C (pages 20 and 21) of the other booklet.

Choose the question you want to answer and shade the box below.
Write the answer to your chosen question in the space below.

Question 5 or Question 6 []
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 SECTION C
Answer one question only, either Question 5 or Question 6.
Look at Section C (pages 20 and 21) of the other booklet.

Choose the question you want to answer and shade the box below.
Write the answer to your chosen question in the space below.

Question § E/ or Question 6 [1
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SECTION C
Answer one question only, either Question 5 or Question 6.
Look at Section C (pages 20 and 21) of the other booklet.

Choose the question you want to answer and shade the box below.
Write the answer to your chosen question in the space below.

Question 5 O or Question 6 Ij

(a) %ec.m.msz Hasar.. rm&h)c....nob e Q... / .................

.............................................................................................................................................

~And... mm.at;....peop.\m...dadh...hmﬁ....@w ......... e
feanoah..f.gp. .. the L\)oromj ..... bo casrns. tasay
wmo..uxj by tha heox s oc. bemmua. them.. k.
o0 eod,.o.uoe. the. sakemak...ond
mmh:) exerpnd. han. e ooaputel.aod... L.
TR CYI2CT TS TRt eV OO

Haa.... h«b L. b Y- d&mﬂj Ve N < T e _—
dage. erenk .. thangs...Suth.aa... \:\cwxn%
mmmmmmmd.d ....... Mt boox.. o 5

..M.n ..........................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

Qr...oAL. Hag. neo.. move . daok. ot ouk e, .

(R

O Jun##/CODE/2




GCSE General Studies / Specimen Assessment Material / Version 1.0 / For First Teaching 2009

7 ‘ LEAVE
..... 'Eu.sj couda...alan.. hone..Speciode .. o
foc...goang. d\x.Ldre.n = %om ..... end. e
reag.. fo..and. . plouy... Wtk ol Hae (:055 ........................
and... bormia.. Yoo boex’s...and thuxc@. ................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

...............

IR0

I

L

INSERT TO Jun##/CODE/2 Barcode Turn over > 23

o s



GCSE General Studies / Specimen Assessment Material / Version 1.0 / For First Teaching 2009

8 the box

Areas oul

tsiae
will not

canned for

marking

.C.Drnpuiﬂs R Y ST e S
P QJ\/:Q wmxmxg) Gos.. bero&sj..mom ...................................

X‘e,p\uw\g all..fo.. oLd pormnme,. o:nd ..................................
cocueng.. e ouEAGL.. AN AL AN

, oppem.im%bpe@pm“ ...............................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

\ Q“hxxxm lfthL e %Q\K,mrxunk_...&!) ........................................
F{N oo maudh. m&m.sj.....om....gu.ﬁ .............

L\)o(mgs....&gm pesplo. Q. ch@) ..... and.. By
ek thad. O.goeo.\.mﬁ AE SIVANSARY Vo' SN @ VRHR-—

N%ter ..... D‘:» meLV.L‘ ........................................................................................

.N\)A mc)(ua [Cam qu COALA... u,cg,mqw ........................

TN toxs.and.. bs.u:e \nn,mm ..... Yo trecumj ........................ |

/)

ardwey {Mf&s}'g b“’f&'fw

C oy ght © 2008 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. {V Po

- ”“4‘”“ T




GCSE General Studies / Specinr~= ~-=~="~-=** «-+-==t " \fgrsion 1.0 / For First Teaching 2009
Areas outsidg

SCRIPT G ra o i
R canned for -

marking

SECTION C
Answer one question only, either Question 5 or Question 6.
Look at Section C (pages 20 and 21) of the other booklet.

Choose the question you want to answer and shade the box below.
Write the answer to your chosen question in the space below.

Question 5 1 or Question 6 E‘/\
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COMMENTS — Sections B

Script A

Fully detailed answers provided throughout.

Questions 1 & 2 were answered with additional details provided; however bullet
point responses would have attracted appropriate credit.

Question 3 (a) & (b) were again answered in detail with the appropriate explanation
being offered, thus gaining full credit.

In Qu 3a the student utilised source material fully.

Qu 3b indicated a very good understanding of the term ‘public health time bomb’,
supported by excellent examples.

Script B
Level 2 — Mark 6/10

A reasonably well developed answer with quite good use of stimulus material. Ideas
are communicated quite well with some development attempted.

SPG reasonable.

Script C
Level 3 — Mark 10/10

A very good introduction. Fully detailed response utilising both the stimulus material
and the students own ideas. These are clearly explained and generally developed.

Overall a well communicated and balanced response.
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COMMENTS - Sections C

Script D The Monarchy

Overall Mark 13/30

a) One explained point regarding racist remark — then repetition.
(2 Marks)

b) A basic answer displaying limited knowledge. One point with some with
minimal development. Two other points lifted from the sources but no
development.

(2 Marks)

c) Reasonable response, some attempt at using the source material and the
students own ideas.
Development rather weak but attempted.
Both sides of debate covered, with some structure evident.
SPG reasonable.
Level 3 (9 Marks)

Script E The Monarchy

Overall Mark 27/30

a) Initial extended point credited. The second point re ‘finance’ was somewhat
vague but did attract some credit.
(3 Marks)

b) A good response showing understanding of key points. However
development of issues raised appears somewhat variable.
Very well communicated.
Level 3 (6 Marks)

c) Excellent response, very well structured with a wide range of developed
points covering both sides of the debate.
A degree of sophistication is evident.
Conclusion demonstrated a personal perspective.
Level 5 (18 Marks)
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Script F Libraries

Overall Mark 15/30

a) Overall developed point, other introduced but lacking extension.
(3 Marks)

b) Relevant points but development quite limited.
Poor structure.
Level 1 (3 Marks)

c) Areasonable answer with some quite well, developed points.
Structure attempted with both aspects of the question attempted.
At times a little simplistic.
Level 3 (9 Marks)

Script G Libraries

Overall Mark 20/30

a) Two well developed points re image of libraries.
(4 Marks)

b) Very basic response. Two points offered with limited development. Limited
knowledge. No use of source material.
Level 1 (2 Marks)

c) A good response, displaying a clear range of well developed points. Both
sides of the required debate covered, slight bias towards ‘pro-spending’.
Reads well. However, overall conclusion offered.

Level 4 (14 Marks)
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An Example of an Interdisciplinary approach to General Studies Teaching

(A)

Choose a wide topic area
Set a class activity whereby students are required to approach this topic area from different
perspectives, ultimately leading to a multi-faceted view of the issue or identified question.

Encourage students to utilise their research based upon both an agreed range of points and
additionalities based upon their own views or expertise.

Research may be carried out both within the classroom and at home. The published AQA
General Studies resource list may provide a range of related resource materials which may
prove of use alongside web based research.

Extended discussion of student generated evidence should lead to an extended overview of
the original question, leading to an agreed, balanced sophisticated conclusion.

Example Question

To what extent is the Internet affecting today’s complex society?

Learning Qutcomes

By the end of the group research project students should be able to identify the key effects of the
internet on society both in terms of positive and negative impacts. In addition, students should be
able to view these effects in terms of possible future changes within society.

TASK

Assuming a class of 28 students - Years 10, Year 11 or within the Post 16 area.
The class is to be split into 7 groups of 4 students.

Each group is given the task of developing a PowerPoint presentation lasting between 4-5
minutes (or longer depending on the ability level of the group). The presentation may take
the form of TEXT, PICTURES or VIDEO, or a combination of all three. The presentation
must be verbal supported by the PowerPoint.

Research by each group must include material from additional sources alongside internet
generated evidence.

Key guidance must be given to each group as a basis for research with every encouragement
for students to present their own viewpoints.

Appropriate time guidelines re research, PowerPoint completion and presentation should be
given; possibly two periods per aspect may be required.

The summative learning outcomes may well be in the form of an ‘Internet Wall’
Present/Future - with each student selecting their three key points to display via ‘post it’
provision.

It should be noted that the classwork here may for the basis of project work that may be of
use in other curriculum areas, or in turn utilise research initiated elsewhere within the
student curriculum.
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(1

2

3)

“

Suggested Research Areas with Respect to
The ‘Internet’s Affect on Society’

The Impact on Business

Range and types of businesses available on the Internet.
Online shopping? Changes?

Holiday/travel bookings available.

National/International sales.

Which jobs may have declined because of the Internet?
Which may have grown or been created due to the Internet?

Homeworking?

Communication via the Internet

Person to person systems.

Business to person systems.

Extended technologies eg SKYPE.

Global instant news coverage.

Lack of political control on what is being communicated.
Global TV access .......

Entertainment downloading .......

The Impact on Socialisation

Extended personal links, local, national, global.
Reliance upon ‘technological friends’.

The growth of “Virtual Worlds’.

Changing habits of individuals eg the decline in ‘play’ or ‘exercise’ for the young replaced

by internet usage.
The Government extension plans for ‘broadband for all’?

Identity theft.

The Impact on Education

Facility for life long learning.

One line training - extended qualification routes - degrees online?
Extensive educational use.

Reliance upon internet information as being accurate? Who verifies?
The availability of public information eg examination board resources.
Internal school control systems.

Copying other peoples work from the internet.
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)

(6)

(7

Control of the Internet

Who controls Internet content?

What happens within other countries eg China?

Should we be totally free to use a ‘free resource’? Security? Pornography?
Who would finance ‘Control Systems’?

Is your use checked and recorded by anyone? Are records kept?

Parental control systems, required? effective?

Spyware, external intrusion or copying of personal computers.

How is the Internet Financed?

The role of advertising.

The development of membership pay sites.
Broadband provision costs? /usage costs?
Business sites.

The growth of media related pay sites.

Use by political or religious groups.

The future of the Internet

Overdependence by individuals or businesses, what happens when problems arise?
Full national access - desirable? - possible?

Mobile expansion to link in with new technologies.

Future domestic media provision - eg TV online?

Inclusion of the 3" World. Who pays?

Future Government control on key areas.

Using the study of such a contemporary issue as ‘the Internet’ will emphasise the inter-relationship
between the Area of Study published by AQA within the GCSE specification. The areas utilised
here include:

Information technology ) o
Technological Developments ?Clintl?c gmdl
Impact of Change cennologica
Individual Responsibility )
Social Diversity » Social and Ethical
Censorship )
Local, National Politics Political and
World Trade olitica an
Economic
Media Artistic and
Advertising Cultural
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