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Introduction

On this paper, candidates were assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing
in French.

They were expected to write effectively for a variety of purposes across a range of specified
contexts and to show competency in several areas:

Communication for different purposes and in different settings to interest, inform and convince:

* to describe and narrate in short and more extended texts in a clear and coherent way to convey
meaning, give information, present facts, key points, express and justify ideas and opinions

* translate a passage
Language:

* write simple sentences in familiar language and use a variety of vocabulary and grammatical
structures with some complexity accurately and fluently

* use present, past and future tenses

* use appropriate style and register

The Paper

¢ the assessment time was one hour and twenty minutes
* the use of dictionaries was not permitted

* the instructions to candidates were all in French

The Questions

there were two open questions and a translation from English to French..

candidates had to answer all questions with two questions presenting two options.
* recommended word counts were specified for each open question

¢ each question was set in a context drawn from the themes and topics

tasks featured general content that was familiar and accessible to all candidates

the length required of each response and the complexity of language increased across the paper
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Assessment
* the paper was out of 60 marks
Candidates’ ability was assessed accordingly:

¢ question 1: convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest and convince. Candidates had
to use the informal register. This question was common to the foundation tier.

¢ question 2: convey information. Candidates had to use the formal register

* question 3: translate a short passage from English to French. The individual sentences were
ordered in increasing level of difficulty

Candidates were not penalised for exceeding or falling short of the word limit or for going beyond
the mandatory bullet points.
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Question 1 (a)

This question had the theme of Identity and Culture and the topic of friendship. Candidates were
given four bullet points within the context of an email responding to a friend’s questions about
candidates’ opinions on friendship. The question had to be answered using present, past and
future time frames.

This question was less popular than 1(b).

The vast majority of answers were well done with most scoring in the top 2 bands. Those who
scored well showed a good understanding of the bullet points and gave opinions which they could
justify. It was clear candidates had been taught well to answer this style of question and most
answered the points in equal length.

The first two bullet points were done well with many using the perfect tense followed by the
imperfect tense to give an opinion in answer to the second bullet point. For the third bullet point,
some candidates found it difficult to say why friends were important and instead gave qualities
they considered important in a good friend.

Some didn't answer the fourth bullet point, whilst others wrote about living together at university,
which alluded to the idea of keeping friends, so this was perfectly acceptable. A few wrote in excess
of 150 words. These tended to be the more able candidates. However, unfortunately more
mistakes were made towards the end of the piece, which became self-penalising.

Knowledge of past and future tenses was generally sound. There was a high level of language used
in most answers with the occasional idiom and even some slang, which was very endearing.
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This candidate has communicated information relevant to the task and
expanded on all points. The language is effective with examples of
creative, uncommon language to express individual thought. There is a
variety of grammatical structures and complexity. It is generally accurate
with a few slips.

/ \

s

| ResultsP
\ Examiner Tip

Leave time to check for simple errors.
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This candidate communicates information relevant to the task with some
development. The third bullet point is not addressed. The language is
mostly effective and there is some successful reference to the present
tense, but the past tense has variable success.

4B\

ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Spend less time on the first bullet points to leave time for the others.
Check tenses are correctly formed.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate writes about a friend called Gabriel, taken from the
question, which is acceptable. The word limit is exceeded. Some
information is communicated and there is occasional development. The
last point is not addressed. The language is limited and accuracy is
variable with errors often preventing meaning being conveyed.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Keep within the word limit to allow more time to think about what each
bullet point requires.

12 GCSE French 1FRO 4H



Question 1 (b)

The theme of this question was Local area, holiday and travel and the topic of living abroad.
Candidates were given four bullet points within the context of an article for a website about young
people’s thoughts about living abroad. The question had to be answered using present, past and
future time frames.

This question was more popular than Q1(a).

Most candidates seemed to enjoy describing their town and writing about their trip abroad in
answer to the second bullet point, which they did very well. Some candidates gave a very good
answer to the third bullet point, explaining that they like living in their town and thereby justifying
staying there and not living abroad, which was perfectly acceptable. However some candidates
found the third bullet point very challenging and gave answers such as where they will live in the
future rather than an opinion. Some candidates combined the last two bullet points, which was fine
if it was clear that they had answered bullet point three within that response.

Knowledge of past and future tense was generally sound. There was a high level of language used

in most answers with the occasional idiom and even some slang, which was very endearing. In the
less good attempts, there were basic mistakes in tenses, and complex language was inaccurate.
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(b) Un site Internet frangais cherche a connaitre tes opinions. Que pensent les jeunes
de l'idée d’habiter a I'étranger ?

Ecris un article pour ce site Internet.

Tu dois faire référence aux points suivants :

+ larégion ou tu habites
une visite que tu as faite dans un pays différent
habiter a I'é¢tranger ou non
ou tu vas habiter a I'avenir.

Ecris 80-90 mots environ en frangais.
(20)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate has communicated information relevant to the task and
expanded on all points. The language is effective with examples of
creative, uncommon language to express individual thought. There is a
variety of grammatical structures and complexity. It is generally accurate
with a few slips.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Leave time to check for simple errors.
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< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This candidate communicates information relevant to the task with some
development. The third bullet point is not addressed. The language is
mostly effective and there is some successful reference to the present
tense, but the past tense has variable success.

4B\

ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Spend less time on first bullet points to leave time for the others. Check
tenses are correctly formed.

18 GCSE French 1FRO 4H



(b) Un site Internet frangais cherche & connaitre tes opinions. Que pensent les jeunes
“de lidée d‘habltegn I'étranger ? oyt NN Ere g

| s&tﬁ.m pour ce slte Internet.
Tu dois faire référence aux points sulvants
- la réglon ol tu habites wIny Youtive
~ » une visite que tu as faite dans un pays différent g vt TN OB a Dot
. hablterdfétangerounon o e - or ek
» oUtuvashabiter d l'avenir. LNere B SENE W ikl Tn €88 e

Ecris 80-90 mots environ en frangais.
(20)

habke  dons.wn. eeatea  ville a’qmm e
......... ;....*.Ee*mnsn,... 0 L S TR WO - S ' PAS..... DLAVIONR. . £NICE. .o M.m..,
o . Iyl e

e NS OO AONS e TR O SO ek

S VT - Ta VAU TR SRR L nabite  dans ?em:@m........cl.emg...,.

................... 1...a.ﬂm.,e_ B RLONRL e oSN ANV BN,

e OCROCLS. 20 AN ANLE. . 000k ORIV NS
L& em.lt:f\csmmlnam muqe,?:-m
,,,,,,,,,,,,, Page . ok 1@ jeur ,ec  monge peaviop ™
o R NN AN S |

SY-) O/2m.0 e DCAS O ) NNE S OALS

4 QeI VRO 000 )

............. DS .2 O 32 NS DOPLEL. e
................. €@ SROAL N 2.5 ONIeWS, (G PRUVIGNS . VS Aoy
QLA i ,

GCSE French 1FRO4H 19



N\

y
_—

< / ResultsPlus

| /< Examiner Comments

This candidate writes just under the word recommendation and
communicates some information with development of some points. The
third bullet point is not addressed. There is some effective language to
express mainly straightforward ideas. There is some successful reference
to past, present and future events.

p
-
v

| ResultsP
\ Examiner Tip

s

Adhere to the recommended wording to make sure all bullet points are
answered.
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Question 2 (a)

This question had the theme of Identity and Culture and the topic of festivals. Candidates were
given four bullet points within the context of writing to the organisers of a music and art festival to
ask for a place. They had to write 130 - 150 words. The question had to be answered using present,
past and future time frames.

This question was less popular than Q2(b).

There was a good number of candidates who answered this question very well. They entered into
the spirit of the task by using persuasive language, which was most pleasing.

Interpretations varied between those who asked to attend the festival and those who wanted to
perform. Therefore for bullet point three, examples of how this would enhance their performance
career were given, which was perfectly acceptable and pleasingly original. The second bullet point
was answered well and even if candidates clearly did not know of a festival which took place in their
country, they invented one, which was very creative. Some candidates referred to the advantages of
a festival, but outlined the disadvantages, which was very acceptable. However, some candidates
interpreted a festival as Christmas and so clearly had not read the rubric closely enough. For the
third bullet point, some candidates touched on it fleetingly or not at all. Whilst others wrote about
how a past festival had changed their lives. Performance on the fourth bullet point was variable
with some candidates not really evaluating the festival.

The level of language in some pieces was very high indeed including the subjunctive and idioms.
However, there was some tense confusion especially between the imperfect and conditional and
there were problems conjugating the imperfect apart from the verb ‘étre’ and some candidates
used the present tense to describe past events.
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2 (a) Vous désirez participer a un festival culturel d’art et de musique. Vous écrivez aux
organisateurs pour demander une place.

Ecrivez un article pour convaincre l'organisation que vous méritez une place.
Vous devezfaire référence aux points suivants :
+ pourquoi participer a ce festival culturel

+ votre expérience passée d'un événement culturel auquel vous avez participé

comment participer a ce festival va changer votre vie
+ les festivals dans votre pays et leurs avantages.
Justifiez vos idées et vos opinions.

Ecrivez 130-150 mots environ en frangais.
(28)
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< / ResultsPlus

\

?/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate communicates detailed information relevant to the task
with consistently effective development of ideas. All bullet points are
addressed and for the last one, the candidate acknowledges an advantage
and then continues to outline the disadvantages, which is acceptable. The
language is consistently effective with creative, uncommon language to
express individual thoughts. The candidate uses a variety of grammatical
structures and complexity albeit with some errors which hinder clarity.
There are mostly successful references to past, present and future events.

&6\ ResuitsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Leave time to check general accuracy.
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2 (a) Vous désirez participer a un festival culturel d'art et de musique. Vous écrivez aux
\organ rs pour demander une place.

Ecrivez un article pour convaincre l'organisation que vous @fﬂtﬂt‘ne place.
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»  votre expérience passée d'un événement culturel auquel vous avez participé -
« comment participer a ce festival va changer votre vie v
les festivals dans votre pays et leurs avantages./
Justifiez vos idées et vos opinions. Mair
Ecrivez 130-150 mots environ en frangais.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This candidate communicates detailed information and develops each
point. The interpretation of the task as being one where the candidate
explains their desire to participate in the festival as a performer is
perfectly acceptable. The language is mostly effective and there is creative
and uncommon language to express individual thought. There is some
variation of grammatical structures with linking and frequently successful
references to past, present and future events. The language is generally
accurate.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Read through carefully to check more complex structures are accurate.
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N/ (ResultsPlus
ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

This candidate communicates some information but not all bullet points
are addressed. There is some effective language and creative language to
express individual thought. The structures are mostly straightforward with
occasional complexity and some successful references to past, present
and future events, but errors hinder clarity of communication.

.  ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Write only what is relevant to the bullet points, in order to spend time
fulfilling the requirements of the task with clarity.
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Question 2 (b)

This question dealt with the theme of school and the topic of what school is like. There are four
bullet points to be responded to within the context of writing an article for a website about the
importance and future of education. Candidates had to write 130 - 150 words. The question had to
be answered using present, past and future time frames.

This question was more popular than Q2(a).

Candidates were seemingly well prepared for this question, both in terms of how to tackle the
bullet points and the theme of education. There was quite a lot of creativity within such a formal
question, which was refreshing. Most candidates attempted the first two bullet points well, finding
different reasons for each. Several candidates were passionate about the learning of languages and
that was lovely to read about. Equally, many clearly had fond memories of primary school and were
able to express these successfully. The fourth bullet point was tackled very well by some
candidates, who gave a range of interesting changes, with some regretting the fact that teachers
may well be usurped by robots! However some candidates seemed to have merged their answers
to bullet points one and two and it was difficult to decipher whether they had answered them
discretely. In addition, a few candidates managed to weave in something to do with the
environment, which was not relevant. For bullet point four, some candidates chose to write about
their future education and career rather than how education would be generally in the future.

There were some lovely idiomatic expressions. A good number of candidates had learnt
introductory phrases and complex opinions that were used to good effect along with some slang
vocabulary that some very able candidates produced. This made their scripts pleasant to read and
should be generally encouraged.

Common language mistakes included the future tense often being conjugated using the verb ‘aller
and simple future: ‘il va changera', ‘je vais changerar', ‘'la technologie va developperda’. Many candidates
used ‘attendre’ for ‘apprendre’ and less successful answers had many set phrases surrounded by
confused basic French.
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(b) Un site Internet francophone cherche des opinions sur I'‘éducation du futur.
Ecrivez un article pour intéresser les lecteurs.
Vous devez faire référence aux points suivants :

- limportance de |'éducation pour lesjeunes/ -
+ pourquoi aller au college ’

« votre expérience de I'école primaire

« comment I'éducation va changer a |'avenir. :
Justifiez vos idées et vos opinions.

Ecrivez 130-150 mots environ en frangais.
(28)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate communicates detailed information with effective
development of key ideas. Whilst there are irrelevant parts, all bullet
points are fulfilled. The language is consistently effective with examples of
creative and uncommon language to express individual thoughts. There is
a wide variety of grammatical structures including complex language, and
it is consistently accurate.

4 ResuitsPlus
Examiner Tip

Only write what is relevant to answer the bullet points.

YV . S v m_}kw.ﬂh .......... q.Jﬁpde

et ARAAAM AN T gy G e e e e

GCSE French 1FRO 4H



P N OB ANRAC y J PAAAD e GAAScr Al PEAAA o POAM O
O ARA e OB GANARIG A AP W "2 V2 WK SO SRR o, ) 07 W I o SRR 0 0 U —

......... (BTN S TSN SRR 3 39~ SRR - Y- S 1< 3T SONNN = LS SN 8 ST W7 ¥ By -0 BE———

,,,,,,,,, qummwmpmwm

ax Contre
........ COAR Gl g R S O NN AN . M R RTINS

............ - -@nqmn'mmpmvmmmbwl

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate communicates detailed information relevant to the task
with development and creative, uncommon language to express individual
thought. The language is mostly effective with some variety of generally
accurate grammatical structures and frequently successful references to
past, present and future events.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate communicates information relevant to the task with some
development. It isn't clear if the third bullet point is addressed. The
language is frequently effective albeit with areas where there is a lack of
clarity. There is some variety of structures and linking with some
successful references to past, present and future events though with
variable accuracy throughout with errors hindering clarity of
communication.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make specific reference to bullet points to ensure the examiner knows you
have addressed them.
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Question 3

This question addressed the theme of Local area, holiday and travel and the topic of where one
lives. Candidates had to translate a passage from English to French.

There were some excellent attempts at this question showing good knowledge of vocabulary as
well as higher level constructions and some were quite accurate. There were valiant attempts at
‘might buy’ often involving ‘peut-étre’. However, some candidates didn't seem to notice that the title
was ‘village' and so used ‘ville' in the passage. Unknown vocabulary included ‘place’ (often translated
as 'place/espace’) 'this’, ‘castle’, often rendered as ‘maison’ or ‘gateau’. The verb ‘move’ was not widely
known, as well as the constructions present + ‘depuis’ (perfect or imperfect used and often with
plural verb) or ‘venir de’ + infinitive. ‘Pourraient’ was rarely used for ‘they might'. Many candidates
omitted ‘come to’ and the translation of ‘ is not easy’ was given as ‘ne facile pas’ or paraphrased as il
est difficile’. There was much paraphrasing elsewhere too. Whilst the adjectives ‘beau’ and ‘vieux’
were well known, they were not placed before the noun.

Notre village
3 Traduis le passage suivant en frangais :

My family has lived in our village for years. It is a very beautiful place, and many
tourists come to visit. We don't like this, and we'd like to move to a quieter area.
Finding another house is not easy, but my parents have just discovered an old castle
in France which they might buy.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Mark: 10

The candidate makes a very good attempt and fully communicates the
passage. The language is generally accurate albeit with a few errors, which
do not hinder clarity.
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ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Leave time to check spellings carefully.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Mark: 5

This candidate has partially communicated the passage. Some words and
phrases are incorrectly communicated such as ‘espace’ for ‘place’ and
‘chez for ‘house’ or omitted such as ‘come’ in ‘come to visit’ or ‘have just’ in
‘have just discovered'. Language and structures are accurate in some
places but some errors prevent meaning being conveyed, as in the
translation of ‘they might buy'.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Translate every word carefully.
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Notre village

70 IpAk
My family has lived in our village for years. It is a very beautiful place, and many
tourists come to visit. We don't like this, and we'd like to move to a quieter area.
Finding another house is not easy, but my parents have just discovered an old castle

in France which they n—'ll_g_t& N et ™ SUTETWIY oty
mm&m\\mmmxmm ........ oMY, . mm Qowr Ao wauene. ot ‘anni.,.

3 Traduis le passage;uwant en frangais :

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Mark: 8

This candidate communicates most of the passage. Occasional words are
omitted such as ‘place’, ‘this’ and ‘just discovered'. Other are incorrectly
communicated, such as ‘old". The language is mostly accurate and errors
occur that hinder clarity and prevent meaning being conveyed, such as in
the last sentence. The candidate also paraphrases ‘quieter’.
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Paper Summary

in Q 1 and 2 adhere to the word limit to allow time more time to think about what each bullet
point requires or to make sure all bullet points are covered

in Q 1 and 2 don't spend too much time on first bullet points; leave time for the others
in Q1 and 2 refer to the bullet points to make sure it is clear you are answering them

in Q1 and 2 write only what is relevant to the bullet points, so as to spend time fulfilling the
requirements of the task with clarity.

in Q 4, translate every element and avoid paraphrasing by dividing the English passage into
smaller parts

leave time at the end to check language, especially verbs and, if complex structures are used,
their accuracy
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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