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Introduction
Candidates were assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through writing in French.

Candidates needed to communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes across a range of

specified contexts; to write short texts, using simple sentences and familiar language accurately to

convey meaning and exchange information; to produce clear and coherent text of extended length

to present facts and express ideas and opinions appropriately for different purposes and in

different settings; to make accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures,

including some more complex forms, to describe and narrate with reference to past, present and

future events; to manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and

vocabulary with increasing accuracy and fluency for new purposes, including using appropriate

style and register; to make independent, creative and more complex use of the language, as

appropriate; to note down key points, express and justify individual thoughts and points of view, in

order to interest, inform or convince; and to translate sentences and short texts from English into

the assessed language to convey key messages accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of

language and structures in context.

The assessment was out of 60 marks. Each question was set in a context drawn from the themes

and topics. The assessment tasks featured general content that was familiar and accessible to all

candidates. Candidates were required to produce responses of varying lengths and types to

express facts, ideas and opinions in French.

The length of each response required and complexity of language increased across the paper.

Recommended word counts were specified for each question. Candidates were not penalised for

writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word count or for going beyond the

mandatory bullets. One question was a translation of a short passage from English into French.

All assessments were marked against assessment criteria. The instructions to candidates were all in

French. The use of dictionaries was not permitted.

The assessment time was 1 hour and 10 minutes in length. The paper consisted of three open

questions and one translation from English into French. Candidates had to answer all questions.

Question 1 assessed candidates on their ability to write to describe and to express opinions.

Question 2 assessed candidates on their ability to note down key points and convey information.

Candidates had to use the formal register.

Question 3 had two options from which candidates had to select one. This question assessed

candidates on their ability to convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest, and convince

the reader about a certain point. Candidates had to use the informal register.

This question was common to the Higher tier.

Question 4 was the translation question. Candidates were required to translate five sentences from

English to French. The sentences were ordered by increasing level of difficulty.
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Question 1 

This question addressed the theme of Local area, holiday and travel, and the topic of Travel and

tourist transactions. Candidates were given a photo of two young people in a clothes shop; they

had to describe the photo and express their opinion about shopping in about 20-30 words of

French. The question could be answered using exclusively a present time frame, but candidates

were not penalised for using other tenses.

Most candidates responded to this question with some success. The most successful ones

restricted themselves to the recommended word count. Exceeding the word limit often increased

the scope for error, ambiguity and irrelevance.

Most candidates described who was in the picture and expressed a simple opinion about shopping.

Some candidates wrote in the first person, which was totally acceptable. Indeed, some examiners

commented that such attempts were often among the most creative and interesting. Some

candidates found it difficult to say what the people were wearing or doing. Verb forms such as il/elle

est porte were common. Some of the opinions given were contradictory, e.g. J’aime le shopping, c’est

ennuyeux! A few candidates thought they had to give an opinion about the picture or the featured

people rather than shopping in general. A few others either omitted the opinion altogether, or else

omitted to describe the photo.
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CC6 LKA6

The candidate has written rather more than the

suggested word count but has written relevantly

and has included extra detail. The photo is

described and there is a clear opinion about

shopping. The candidate has used a small selection

of familiar vocabulary and produced simple

sentences with some linking. There was a small

selection of straightforward grammatical

structures, and the present tense has been used

successfully. There were few errors and these have

not hindered communication.

This is an example of a typical candidate achieving

full marks for this question.
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CC4 LKA4

This candidate has written rather more than the

suggested number of words. The photo was

described fairly clearly and with some detail, but

with a degree of ambiguity. The use of the first

person was perfectly acceptable. The requirement

to express an opinion about shopping has been

omitted. The candidate has used a small selection

of familiar vocabulary and produced simple

sentences with little linking. There was an

inconsistently accurate application of a small

selection of straightforward grammatical

structures, including the present tense. More than

one error hindered clarity of communication.

Question 1 requires giving an opinion about the

given topic, as well as describing the photo.
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CC3 LKA2

This candidate has written roughly the suggested

number of words. The photo was described with

very little detail and some lack of clarity. The

opinion was clear only up to a point. The candidate

produced simple, short sentences with a limited

accurate application of a small selection of

vocabulary and grammatical structures. The

present tense was not used correctly at all.

Frequently errors prevented meaning from being

conveyed.

Successful expression of present time frames is

essential in Q1.
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Question 2 

This question addressed the theme of International and global dimension, and the topic of Bringing

the world together. Candidates were given four bullet points within the context of a sports festival

in Belgium; they had to write 40-50 words of French. The question could be answered using present

and future time frames, but candidates were not penalised for using other tenses.

Many candidates found this question difficult to access, as they appeared not to understand some

or all of the bullet points. The fact that these were written in the second person plural, as in the

Sample assessment materials, seemed to compound the problem for them. Several candidates

wrote about a music festival rather than a sports festival. The first point (qui vous êtes) was

misunderstood in various ways. Most candidates omitted it altogether; some candidates stated

whom they were with; others confused êtes with été or appeared to think it was a place name. A few

candidates explained that they were sports fans, which was an appropriate response in the context.

The second point gave rise to some past tense answers, not all of which were appropriate. Point

three led to many candidates saying that they liked sport, but without giving examples of which

one(s). The final point was designed to elicit a future time reference, but only a few candidates

successfully managed this. Many candidates merely mentioned a sport they had alluded to

previously, rather than a new one.

There were, however, some good responses where all bullet points were attempted and were well

linked. These candidates used tenses appropriately and even attempted complexity and

development of individual points of view.
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CC6 LKA5

This candidate has responded to most of the bullet

points, giving some relevant information. It is not

clear that the second point has been addressed.

The candidate wrote roughly the suggested

number of words. Language was used with some

success to present simple information. The

candidate deployed a small selection of familiar

vocabulary and produced simple sentences with

minimal linking. The candidate went beyond the

language of the stimulus. Register and style were

mostly appropriate. There was a small selection of

straightforward grammatical structures, and

present and future time frames have been

expressed successfully. Some of the language was

accurate, but occasionally errors prevented

meaning from being conveyed.

Ensure that all four bullet points are addressed in

Q2.
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CC5 LKA6

This candidate has written rather more than the

suggested number of words. The first three bullet

points were addressed with some success, but the

fourth unfortunately did not work because the

final version offered by the candidate was

decidedly ambiguous. Nevertheless, language was

used with some success to present simple facts

and opinions. The candidate deployed a small

selection of familiar vocabulary and produced

simple sentences with little linking. The candidate

went beyond the language of the stimulus.

Register and style were mostly appropriate. There

was a small selection of straightforward

grammatical structures, and present and future

time frames were expressed successfully. Some of

the language was accurate, but occasionally errors

prevented meaning from being conveyed.

Try and make your meaning absolutely clear.
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CC3 LKA3

This candidate has written roughly the suggested

number of words. Only the first two bullet points

have been successfully addressed. Some brief and

relevant information has been given. The

candidate had occasional success in using

language to present facts, but occasionally

communication broke down. There was limited use

of common and familiar vocabulary, while register

and style were mostly appropriate. The candidate

used a restricted range of straightforward

grammatical structures and linking was minimal.

The present time frame was expressed with some

success, but not the future. There was some

accuracy in structures but sometimes errors

prevented meaning from being conveyed.

Ensure that spellings are as accurate as possible.
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Question 3 (a) 

This question addressed the theme of School, and the topic of What school is like. Candidates were

given four bullet points within the context of an email to a friend about school; they had to write

80-90 words of French. The question had to be answered using past, present and future time

frames.

This question was more popular than Q3(b).

Many candidates found this question more accessible than Q2. There were some quite lengthy

descriptions of school; sometimes this description rather overwhelmed the response to the other

bullet points. Many candidates successfully wrote something about a past event at school in answer

to the second task. For bullet point three, candidates were often trying to express quite

sophisticated ideas for which their French was not suited and the meaning was lost or the language

became very anglicised. The notion of explaining why school was important or not was not always

well developed. The final part of the question was less well done. Many candidates misunderstood

‘projets scolaires’ and simply wrote about their future plans in general. The word ‘projets’ made many

candidates think of school ‘projects’ in particular subjects and so they described these.

The most successful candidates restricted themselves to the recommended word count. Exceeding

the word limit often increased the scope for error, ambiguity and irrelevance.
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CC8 LKA4

The candidate wrote roughly the suggested

number of words. All four bullet points were

successfully addressed, with some development of

key ideas. There was mostly effective adaptation of

language to inform, and some attempts were

made to interest the reader and to give personal

opinions. The candidate offered some examples of

creative language use to express individual

thoughts and ideas. There was a variety of

common and familiar language and an appropriate

use of register and style. The candidate used

mostly straightforward grammatical structures

linked by means of familiar conjunctions. There

was some accurate use of language, including

some successful references to past, present and

future events. There was some ambiguity and

errors often hindered clarity of communication

and occasionally prevented meaning from being

conveyed.

Ensure that verbs are correctly spelled and

unambiguous.
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CC5 LKA4

The candidate wrote roughly the suggested

number of words. All four bullet points were

successfully addressed, with development of the

occasional key idea. There was some effective

adaptation of language to inform, and attempts

were made to interest the reader and to give

personal opinions. The candidate offered mainly

straightforward examples of language use to

express thoughts and ideas. There was some

effective adaptation of language to transmit

information and an appropriate use of register and

style. The candidate used mostly straightforward

grammatical structures linked by means of familiar

conjunctions. There was some accurate use of

language, including some successful references to

past, present and future events. There was some

ambiguity, perhaps through interference from

Spanish, and errors often hindered clarity of

communication and occasionally prevented

meaning from being conveyed.

Try not to use words from languages other than

French.
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CC4 LKA3

The candidate wrote rather fewer than the

suggested number of words. Only three of the four

bullet points were successfully addressed, with

little development of key ideas. Bullet point three

was not addressed with any success. The

candidate had some success in using language to

present simple facts, but opinions were not well

developed. The candidate expressed mainly

straightforward thoughts and ideas. Language was

mostly common and familiar and there was a

generally appropriate use of register and style. The

candidate used straightforward grammatical

structures linked by means of familiar

conjunctions. There was some accurate use of

language, including some successful references to

past, present and future events. There was some

ambiguity and errors often hindered clarity of

communication and occasionally prevented

meaning from being conveyed.

Write about 80-90 words for Q3.
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Question 3 (b) 

This question addressed the theme of Identity and culture and the topic of Daily life. Candidates

were given four bullet points within the context of an Internet post about food and drink; they had

to write 80-90 words of French. The question had to be answered using past, present and future

time frames.

This question was less popular than Q3(a).

The bullet points were generally well understood. However, a few candidates appeared to think

that the theme of the task was the internet. Point one required candidates to write about what they

normally eat and drink; examiners were told not to penalise any who wrote about either what they

ate or what they drank. The second point assumed that candidates had prepared a special meal.

Many responded successfully, but some explained that they had never prepared such a meal; this

was regarded as a legitimate response. However, those who merely wrote about a special meal

they had had in a restaurant clearly had not fully responded to this point. The third point was

sometimes interpreted as ‘why eating is important’ rather than ‘why what one eats is important’,

but most such responses were regarded as adequate. Point four was often answered well, with

appropriate reference to future events.

Some candidates included some irrelevant material. The better responses covered all the bullet

points and were able to use different time frames successfully. Some candidates used quite

complex structures and vocabulary to express opinions: je dirais que and il me semble que were

quite common.
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CC5 LKA3

This candidate has successfully addressed all four

bullet points and has written roughly the

suggested number of words. There was

development of the occasional key idea and some

effective adaptation of language to inform; and

attempts were made to interest the reader and to

give personal opinions. The candidate offered

mainly straightforward examples of language use

to express thoughts and ideas. There was some

effective adaptation of language to transmit

information and an appropriate use of register and

style. The candidate used mostly straightforward

grammatical structures linked by means of familiar

conjunctions. There was some accurate use of

language, including some successful references to

past, present and future events. Errors often

hindered clarity of communication and

occasionally prevented meaning from being

conveyed.

Ensure that handwriting is as clear as possible.

GCSE French 1FR0 4F     27



28     GCSE French 1FR0 4F



CC10 LKA6

This candidate has written rather more than the

suggested number of words. All four bullet points

have been successfully addressed. From the

response to the second bullet point the reader

could infer that the meal was indeed a special one.

The candidate has communicated information

relevant to the task with expansion of key ideas.

There has been effective adaptation of language to

inform, to interest and to give convincing personal

opinions. There were examples of creative

language to express individual thoughts. The

candidate used a variety of expression, including a

few examples of uncommon language. There were

different examples of straightforward grammatical

structures, while sentences were often long and

well linked. Language was generally accurate, with

generally successful references to past, present

and future events; occasionally errors occurred

that hindered clarity of communication.
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Try and use some more complex grammatical

structures.
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CC5 LKA3

The candidate wrote rather fewer than the

suggested number of words. Only three of the four

bullet points were successfully addressed, with

little development of key ideas. Bullet point three

was not addressed with any success, and bullet

point four was not entirely convincing as it did not

specify that the actions mentioned would be a

change. The candidate had some success in using

language to present simple facts, but opinions

were not well developed. The candidate expressed

mainly straightforward thoughts and ideas.

Language was mostly common and familiar and

there was a generally appropriate use of register

and style. The candidate used straightforward

grammatical structures linked by means of familiar

conjunctions. There was some accurate use of

language, including some successful references to

past, present and future events. There was some

ambiguity and errors often hindered clarity of

communication and occasionally prevented

meaning from being conveyed.

Ensure that verbs, and especially negative ones,

are spelled correctly.
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Question 4 (a) 

Question 4 addressed the theme of Future aspirations, study and work, and the topic of Work.

Candidates had to translate five sentences from English to French.

This was a new question type, and many candidates foundthis a difficult question. Very few

achieved full marks. Many found particular items of vocabulary a problem, for example, ‘brother’,

‘office’, ‘his work’, ‘usually’, ‘free’, ‘Sunday’, ‘friends’, ‘seaside’ and ‘the weather was hot’. Others found

difficulty with grammar, such as personal pronouns and verbs: ‘works’, ‘likes’, ‘went out’, and

‘decided’. However, most candidates at least attempted each sentence and were rewarded in most

cases with a mark for a partial translation.

Mark 1

The meaning was partially communicated with

errors that hindered clarity or prevented meaning

from being conveyed.

Mark 1

The meaning was partially communicated with

errors that hindered clarity or prevented meaning

from being conveyed.
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Mark 2

The meaning was fully communicated with

occasional errors that did not hinder clarity.
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Question 4 (b) 

Please refer to the Introduction to Q4(a).

Mark 1

The meaning was partially communicated with

errors that hindered clarity or prevented meaning

from being conveyed.

Mark 2

The meaning was fully communicated with

occasional errors that did not hinder clarity.
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Mark 1

The meaning was partially communicated with

errors that hindered clarity or prevented meaning

from being conveyed.
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Question 4 (c) 

Please refer to the Introduction to Q4(a).

Mark 2

The meaning was fully communicated with

occasional errors that did not hinder clarity.

Mark 1

The meaning was partially communicated with

errors that hindered clarity or prevented meaning

from being conveyed.
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Mark 2

The meaning was fully communicated with

occasional errors that did not hinder clarity.
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Question 4 (d) 

Please refer to the Introduction to Q4(a).

Mark 3

The meaning of the sentence was fully

communicated. Linguistic structures were accurate

with only occasional errors that did not hinder

clarity.

Mark 2

The meaning of the sentence was partially

communicated. Linguistic structures were mostly

accurate with some errors that hindered clarity or

prevented meaning from being conveyed.
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Mark 1

Some words were communicated but the overall

meaning of the sentence was not communicated.
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Question 4 (e) 

Please refer to the Introduction to Q4(a).

Mark 2

The meaning of the sentence was partially

communicated. Linguistic structures were mostly

accurate with some errors that hindered clarity or

prevented meaning from being conveyed.

Mark 3

The meaning of the sentence was fully

communicated. Linguistic structures were accurate

with only occasional errors that did not hinder

clarity.
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Mark 1

Some words were communicated but the overall

meaning of the sentence was not communicated.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

answer the questions within the range of words which is suggested

read the bullet points carefully and note which tense is required in your response

be aware that words such as récemment (recently) suggest that your response should be about a

past event, while l’année prochaine (next year) suggests that your answer should feature a future

event.

other key words in question instructions include pourquoi (why), si (if) and ce que (what)

be prepared to write in the first person and in the third person

correct formation of verbs is essential in all questions

in Q1, write both a description of the photo and an opinion

there is no need to use tenses other than the present in Q1

in Q2 and Q3, answer all four of the bullet points

Q2 uses a formal register, so the instructions will say vous rather than tu

Q2 requires only present and future time frames in your response

in Q3, try and vary the language you use, and avoid repetition

in Q4, try and translate all the words, as you will get credit even for partially correct answers

ensure that your handwriting is as neat as possible
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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