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Teacher-Examiner Instructions

The format of the test is the same for Foundation and Higher Tiers as all candidates will carry out two 
role-play tasks and take part in two conversations, each on a different topic. Speaking tests must last 
between 8-9 minutes (Foundation) and 11-12 minutes (Higher).

Role-plays

The role-play tasks will be presented in the form of instructions in English together with visual stimuli 
or short prompts. All role-plays will be marked for communication and content only. Candidates will be 
allocated preparation time (without dictionary access) immediately in advance of the test.

Contents of the Teacher-Examiner’s Handbook

• Teacher-Examiner Instructions 3
• L2 5
• L3 6
• Cassette inserts 7
• Structure and timing of tests Foundation Tier 8
• Structure and timing of tests Higher Tier 9
• Checklist for Conduct 10
• Role-play sequences 11
• Role-play A – Teacher-Examiner Instructions 15
• Assessment criteria for role-play A 16
• A role-play cards 17
• Role-play B – Teacher-Examiner Instructions 29
• Assessment criteria for role-play B 30
• B role-play cards 31
• Role-play C – Teacher-Examiner Instructions 43
• Assessment criteria for role-play C 44
• C role-play cards 45
• Guidance for suggested conversation questions 57
• Conversation assessment grid 58
• Sample conversation questions 59
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Role-play A is a simple transaction requiring the student to convey four basic pieces of information. 
It will usually be a task related to shopping, tourist requirements, café/restaurant or accommodation 
situations that will involve a limited range of vocabulary and structure. (Foundation Tier only)

Role-play B is a transaction that will involve a limited amount of unpredictability (one element) and 
will occur in a wider range of settings. (Foundation and Higher Tiers)

Role-play C will involve two unpredictable elements and will cover a different topic area. (Higher Tier 
only)

Conversations

Candidates must undertake two conversations and will be assessed globally on the basis of their overall 
performance across both topics.

Conversation 1:
• Candidates will have a free choice of first conversation topic.
•  This will be agreed with the teacher in advance of the speaking test and must relate to one of the five 

main topic areas prescribed in the specification.

Conversation 2:
•  The second conversation topic must relate to a different main topic area prescribed in the 

specification. 
•  Teacher-Examiners will choose the second conversation topic from two alternatives prescribed by 

Edexcel.  
•  These alternatives will be printed at the foot of the right hand column for each Role-play B in 

the Teacher-Examiner’s Handbook. These alternatives are for the eyes of the Teacher-Examiner 
only and are confidential. They must not be communicated to the candidate prior to completion of 
Conversation 1. They will therefore appear in the Handbook only and not on the candidate’s role-
play card. 

•  Teacher-Examiners may choose either of these alternatives, unless the candidate has already used 
one of them for Conversation 1.

•  If the candidate has already used one of the alternatives for Conversation 1, it is not permissible for 
the Teacher-Examiner to choose the same main topic area and to focus on a different sub-topic.

•  The Teacher-Examiner will announce either in English or in the target language the chosen topic for 
Conversation 1 and for Conversation 2 at the beginning of each conversation. The candidate will not 
know the topic for Conversation 2 until this announcement.
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STRUCTURE AND TIMING OF TESTS – FOUNDATION TIER

NB

•  The timings given for the role-plays are only approximate.  Many candidates will complete the tasks 
in considerably less time.  The Teacher-Examiner should not increase the conversation time if the 
candidate completes the role-plays quickly.

•  The timing of the conversation elements of the oral tests must be respected and a stop-watch is useful 
for this.  Excessively long or short tests may adversely affect the marks awarded.

•  Teacher-Examiners should not slavishly follow the conversation questions given in this handbook 
but should respond appropriately to candidates’ responses.

ELEMENT DURATION NOTES
Role-play A 2 mins Printed on numbered cards. 
Role-play B 2 mins Printed on numbered cards.  Four utterances with 

prompts in English and symbols.  One unpredictable 
element. 

Conversation
(Full Course)

4-5 mins First topic chosen and introduced by candidate.
Second topic chosen by Teacher-Examiner from a 
choice of two, printed on the teacher’s notes for each B 
role play card.
The 4-5 minute conversation should be evenly split 
between the two topics.
Teacher-Examiner to provide questions.
Sample questions are provided in the oral handbook.

Total: Full Course
Role-plays A+B
+ Conversation

8-9 mins Do not increase conversation time if candidate completes 
role-plays quickly.

Conversation 
(French Short Course)

2-3 mins One topic chosen and introduced by candidate.
Teacher-Examiner to provide questions.
Questions for guidance are given in this handbook.

Total: (French 
Short Course)
Role-plays A+B 
+ Conversation

6-7 mins Do not increase conversation time if candidate completes 
role-plays quickly.
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STRUCTURE AND TIMING OF TESTS – HIGHER TIER

NB

•  The timings given for the role-plays are only approximate.  Many candidates will complete the tasks 
in considerably less time. The Teacher-Examiner should not increase the conversation time if the 
candidate completes the role-plays quickly.

•  The timing of the conversation elements of the oral tests must be respected and a stop-watch is useful 
for this.  Excessively long or short tests may adversely affect the marks awarded.

•  Teacher-Examiners should not slavishly follow the conversation questions given in this handbook 
but should respond appropriately to candidates’ responses.

ELEMENT DURATION NOTES
Role-play B 2 mins Printed on numbered cards.  Four utterances with 

prompts in English and symbols.  One unpredictable 
element.

Role-play C 3 mins Printed on numbered cards.  Five utterances prompted in 
the target language.  Two unpredictable elements.

Conversation
(Full Course)

6-7 mins First topic chosen and introduced by candidate.
Second topic chosen by Teacher-Examiner from a 
choice of two, printed on the teacher’s notes on the B 
role play card.
The 6-7 minute conversation should be evenly split 
between the two topics.
Teacher-Examiner to provide questions.
Questions for guidance are given in handbook.

Total: Full Course
(Role-plays B+C 
+ Conversation)

11-12 mins Do not increase conversation time if candidate completes 
role-plays quickly.

Conversation
(French Short Course)

3-4 mins One topic chosen and introduced by candidate.
Teacher-Examiner to provide questions.
Questions for guidance are given in this handbook.

Total: (French 
Short Course)
Role-plays B+C
+ Conversation

8-9 mins Do not increase conversation time if candidate completes 
role-plays quickly.
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CHECKLIST FOR CONDUCT

WHEN CONDUCTING ORAL EXAMINATIONS:

AT THIS POINT RECORD THIS DO THIS

At the start of each new 
tape

“GCSE Examination in French, 
2009.
Teacher-Examiner_________
Centre Name _____________
Centre Number ___________
Paper 2F / 2H”

•  On the cassette label, write 
your centre name and number, 
the language and specifi cation 
number, and the tier of 
examination (F/H).

At the start of each 
candidate’s test

At the start of each 
conversation topic

“Candidate Number _________,   
______________ (Name of 
candidate).
Role-plays _____ and _____”.

“ Conversation 1 / 2
__________ (Topic title in Eng-
lish or the target language)”. 

• On the photocopiable cassette 
insert, write the candidate’s 
name and number.   

• Make sure L3 form is complete 
with relevant details.  

• Start the test.

• Do not stop or pause the tape 
during the recording.

At the end of each 
candidate’s test

“End of test” • Check that the test has been 
recorded clearly and audibly.

• Reset the controls ready to 
record the next candidate.

After the last candidate on 
side A

“End of Side A”

After the last candidate on 
side B of each cassette.

“End of Side B.   
The tests continue on cassette 
number_________”.

• Wind to the start of side A.
• Check that all the details on the 

cassette label are fi lled in.
• Place the tape back in the

tape-box before you get the 
next tape out of its box.
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EDEXCEL

GCSE French

Role-play Examining Sequences

Summer 2009

To avoid duplication of Topic Areas, candidates must be given role-plays in the 
sequence and combination prescribed in this booklet.
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Foundation Speaking

Role-play A – Teacher-Examiner Instructions

Role-play A is the first role-play for the Foundation Tier. The role-play assesses a simple transaction 
and the candidate’s ability to interact with a speaker of the target language. Each role-play involves four 
tasks, eg a greeting, asking for one (or two) items, stating the colour, size or quantity needed, asking 
the price, saying thank you or goodbye. Teacher-Examiners must select a role-play card for role-play A 
according to the correct role-play examining sequence. 

Candidate’s role-play card

The role-play card includes a brief context in English and visuals to indicate what the candidate should 
say.  Where there is a choice of two or three visuals, the candidate must choose one of the items 
shown.

Teacher-Examiner’s guidelines

Teacher-Examiners are reminded that they must read out the target-language introduction.  The 
suggested scenario should be followed as closely as possible as any tasks or key vocabulary supplied 
by the Teacher-Examiner cannot be credited.

The candidate should be given the opportunity to attempt every task.

The Teacher-Examiner must not rephrase any of the questions.

Marking

Any vocabulary in square brackets is not essential for the candidate to say in order to gain full marks.  
Round brackets are used to indicate an example of a candidate’s response when the question invites a 
range of different possible answers.

An example on an A role-play card might be: I’d like a (coffee) [please].
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Foundation/Higher Speaking

Role-play B – Teacher-Examiner Instructions

Role-play B is the second role-play for the Foundation tier and the first role-play for the Higher tier.

The candidate must undertake four tasks, each of which is indicated by an English introduction and a 
visual.

In some cases the candidate will have a choice, which is indicated by the visual.

Either the second or third task is an unpredictable element which takes the form of a question put by 
the Teacher-Examiner. 

Teacher-Examiners must select a role-play card for role-play B according to the correct role-play 
examining sequence. 

Candidate’s role-play card

The role-play card includes a context in English, followed by four visuals with instructions in English 
to indicate the tasks.  The unpredictable element is indicated to the candidate by an exclamation mark.  
Where candidates are given a choice of item, they should choose only one.  More than one item cannot 
be credited and only the first will be assessed.

The front of the card includes the following information for candidates:
A question mark ? means you are expected to ask a question.
An exclamation mark ! means that you should expect a question from the Teacher-Examiner.
Oblique lines /   /   / mean that you have a choice.

Teacher-Examiner’s guidelines

Teacher-Examiners are reminded that they must read out the target-language introduction. 

Teacher-Examiners should follow the suggested scenario as closely as possible as any structures or key 
vocabulary supplied by the Teacher-Examiner cannot be credited.

Teacher-Examiners are reminded that not all the tasks are vocabulary-specific and candidates’ responses 
might vary from those indicated.

The unpredictable element is indicated in the suggested scenario in italics. The Teacher-Examiner’s 
question for the unpredictable element must not be rephrased. However, the candidate’s response 
to the unpredictable element is a suggestion only and any appropriate response is acceptable.

Marking

Any vocabulary in square brackets is not essential for the candidate to say in order to gain full marks.  
Round brackets are used to indicate an example of a candidate’s response when the question invites a 
range of different possible answers, eg: I’d like a (coffee) [please].
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Foundation/Higher Speaking

Role-Play C – Teacher-Examiner Instructions

Role-play C is the second role-play for the Higher tier. 

Information is given to the candidates in the English context and in the target-language stimulus.

The elements to be covered are indicated by numbered bullet points in the target language.  

There are two unpredictable elements, indicated to the candidate by an exclamation mark !.

Teacher-Examiners must select a role-play card for role-play C according to the correct role-play 
examining sequence.

Candidate’s role-play card

The role-play card includes a brief context in English and a target-language stimulus. 

These are followed by numbered points in the target language to indicate the elements to be covered. 
A question mark means the candidate is expected to ask a question and candidates are reminded of this 
on the front of the card:

The order of the role-play is indicated by numbers 1-5 overleaf.
A question mark ? means you are expected to ask a question.
An exclamation mark ! means that you should expect a question from the examiner.

Teacher-Examiner guidelines

The introduction must be read at the beginning of the role-play.  

Two unpredictable elements are supplied. The Teacher-Examiner must introduce these as scripted in the 
role-play. 

The unpredictable elements must not be rephrased, but may be repeated. Each unpredictable element 
should be expanded by the candidate as appropriate. 

Teacher-Examiners are reminded that no credit can be given to candidates for key vocabulary and/or 
structures supplied by the teacher.

An ending is given to help Teacher-Examiners to bring the role-play to a natural close.
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ra
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ra
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ra
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 c
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 m
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at
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 c
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ra
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 d
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at
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w
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