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Student 1 Commentary

Task 1

Title: A Special Occasion

Content

The work fits the descriptors for the 13-15 band. It is fully relevant and detailed. Information is 
conveyed relating to habits and preferences, a past account and future plans. There is a sound 
ability to convey information clearly and ideas and points of view are expressed and explained. 
Examples of this are ‘ce n’etait pas barbant donc j’ai aimé, je l’adore parce que elle est sympa, 
c’etait amusant parce que nous avons parlé beaucoup’. There are, however, some sentences that 
cause delay in comprehension ‘Ils sont tous allés pour le restaurant, j’ai parlé “oui” pour mes amis, 
j’etait sur le point de être tard pour ma college sur dimanche’ are examples of this. A mark of 14 
seems appropriate here. 
 
Range of Language

There is a wide variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. There are complex sentences 
and verb tenses are used successfully. The five tenses, present, perfect, imperfect, immediate 
future and future are used appropriately. There are many examples of connectives and 
subordinate clauses using ‘parce que, je pense que, je dois admettre que, je trouve que, qui, car, 
mais, donc’. Object pronouns can be seen in ‘Je l’adore même si parfois il m’enerve’. There is 
some inappropriate use of language, however, ‘Ma preféree le film comique, c’etait interessant 
beaucoup, il n’y pas avait congestion, est grande et les cheveux noirs, il est trois’ which means that 
a mark of 9 fits the work.  
 
Accuracy

The piece is generally accurate with errors occurring in attempts at more complex sentences ‘Un 
petit nombre des mes amis preferons, moi, ma famille et mes amis fête ensemble, c’etaient 
franchement genial, je voudrais faire quelque plus amusant’. However, verb and tense formations 
are usually correct. A mark of 4 seems appropriate here. 
 
 
Total mark: 27/30
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Student 1 Commentary
 
Task 2

Title: Staying Healthy

Content

N.B. The TPF contains the conjugated verbs ‘voulais, fais, paraît’. The sentences containing these 
words should therefore be ignored. It is to be noted, however, that the word ‘fait’ is an exception to 
this rule as it is both a present tense form and a past participle. As past participles are not 
conjugated verbs, it is acceptable for them to feature on a TPF.  However, the piece is fully 
relevant. One might consider some of the paragraph about relaxation to be slightly irrelevant but 
the candidate attempts to contextualise the information. ‘ Pour me détendre… Je trouve qu’il est 
essential de me détendre’. There is a great deal of detail and information is conveyed clearly. All 
ideas and points of view are developed well and the candidate relates all of these to the idea of 
staying healthy. Opinions, which are explained can be seen in, for example, ’j’adore le chocolat car 
ça fond dans la bouche, Je voudrais commencer la boxe car je pense que ça m’aidera combattre 
le stress’. Some of the detail, particularly in the second paragraph, cannot be credited due to the 
use of the conjugated verbs that were on the TPF. A mark of 14 is appropriate here given that 
there is enough information and detail remaining in the piece as a whole. It is very near to scoring 
the maximum 15 marks but given the amount of material that has to be ignored and the comments 
mentioned previously about the information relating to relaxation, a mark of 14 is awarded. 
 
Range of Language

The piece merits a mark of 10. There is a wide variety of appropriate vocabulary and structure and 
many complex sentences. The present, perfect, imperfect, future and conditional tenses are used 
and there are many examples of attempts at creating longer sentences with the use of ‘qui, ce qui, 
ce que, je trouve que, je pense que, je sais que, même si, car, donc’. Infinitive constructions are 
also in evidence ‘j’essaie de boire, il faut reussir, Pour me détendre, je ne veux pas devenir accro’, 
together with ‘après avoir acheté..’ and ‘en faisant..’. The candidate does write with confidence and 
verb tenses are used successfully. 
 
Accuracy
 
One might consider a mark of 4 here as there are minor errors. However, these are very few and 
the errors occur in attempts at complex language ‘nourriture sucrees, pour prevention des 
pleisures maladies, les coeur maladies, reussir les examens’ are examples of this. Verb and tense 
formations are secure. A mark of 5 is more appropriate.  
 
 
Total marks: 29/30 
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Student 2 Commentary

Task 1

Title: An article about my school

Content

The piece just clearly communicates a lot rather than quite a lot of information. Descriptions of the 
routine, lessons, uniform and school are there. There are some areas where communication is not 
always clear. The paragraph dealing with past activities ‘c’etait j’ai finis j’etais tres content avec 
mon travail’ is an example of delay in comprehension, and the final paragraph is confusing in parts. 
Ideas and points of view are expressed and explained in structures such as ‘mon matieres 
préférees est la dessin et la technologie, j’adore les sujets parce que c’est un cours creatif, j’aime 
passer du temps beaucoup y reflechir y travailer dur pour une bon resultat’. However, these are 
the only clear examples, although two examples are the minimal expectation. The piece just fits the 
10-12 band for content. Mostly relevant, conveys a lot of information clearly, expresses and 
explains ideas and points of view. A mark of 10 is appropriate here. 
 
Range of Language
 
The piece is certainly not basic and/or simple. There are five tenses: present, perfect, imperfect, 
immediate future and conditional. There are examples of connectives being used: ‘et, et après, 
mais’. However, the structures used are sometimes rather than mostly successful. Examples of 
unsuccessful structures are ‘c’est tres important pour moi à comprendre technician, alores 
maintenant je sans etudies les sujets’. In all paragraphs there are examples of inappropriate use of 
language, for example the Spanish ‘y’ and vocabulary such as ‘design’ and ‘fatigant’. Nevertheless, 
there is some variety of structure and some complex sentences. This places the work clearly in the 
5-6 band. There are some good structures attempted ‘les maths sont tres important pour l’avenir, 
avant Noël je portais le uniforme scolaire, j’ai joué l’hockey dans l’école pendant deux heures, les 
profs sont tres strictes mais la plupart sont gentil, ça va encourager les élèves à faire du vélo’. The 
work is nearer the descriptors for 7-8 marks so a mark of 6 seems appropriate here.  
 
Accuracy
 
There are many errors in the piece but they do not always impede communication. The intended 
meaning is clear. ‘mon ecole est pas trop grande et pas trop de eleves dans la classe, j’espere une 
formation professionnelle’ are two examples of this. Verb forms and tense formations are 
sometimes unsuccessful but the piece is on the whole more accurate than inaccurate.  The piece 
fits the criteria for the award of 3 marks. 
 
 
Total marks: 19/30
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Student 2 Commentary

Task 2

Title: Holidays

Content

The piece clearly communicates a lot of information. Detail about preferences, recent holiday 
including description of the accommodation, activities undertaken and some information about 
future holidays is developed. Ideas and points of view are expressed and explained in structures 
such as ‘j’aime bien aller aux stations de ski en montange avec mes copains. On s’amuse bien en 
faisant du ski ; la tour Eiffel c’etait magnifique avec les lumières, j’ai préféré le petit dejuner parce 
que il y avait beaucoup de choix, ’. One might have considered awarding marks in the 13-15 band 
but there are areas where communication breaks down; ‘j’ai mange plus de restuarant français, je 
pris les visites guidées pour connaître plus de historiques à Paris’ which together with the last 
sentence do not show a sound ability to convey information clearly. It is very nearly there though 
so a mark of 12 is appropriate here. 
 
Range of Language
 
There is a good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structure. There are four tenses: present, 
perfect, imperfect and conditional. There are examples of connectives being used: ‘et, mais, avec, 
qui, et après ’ There are complex sentences; ‘nous avons resté dans un hôtel pas loin de la tour 
Eiffel, la plupart de choses etait trop cher, tous les jours je me levais à sept heures, il y avait 
beaucoup trop de monde au bar tous les jours’ are some examples. The use of a range of 
language is mostly successful e.g. the inappropriate use of ‘plus’, the repetition of ‘etait’ and 
‘c’etait’ (demonstrating a lack of variety), ‘etait’ used for ‘il y avait’. This puts the work nearer the 
descriptors for 5-6 marks so a mark of 7 seems appropriate here.  
 
Accuracy
 
The piece is generally accurate. Verb forms are sometimes unsuccessful ‘j’ai aller, j’ai resté, je 
revenions’. Errors occur mainly in complex structures ‘le decouverte, j’ai envie nager’ although 
some occur in non-complex structures ‘mes familie, beaucoup des photos,’ but not often. The 
piece best fits the criteria for the award of 4 marks. 
 
 
Total mark: 23/30 
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Student 3 Commentary

Task 1

Title: Holidays

Content

The work is fully relevant and detailed. Every idea is developed well. There is a great deal of 
information relating to preferences, accommodation, a very detailed account of a recent holiday 
and future plans. All aspects are well developed; there are many opinions and justifications ‘j’adore 
ça car à mon avis c’est plus confortable, j’ai pensé que c’était vraiment marrant parce qu’il y avait 
des montagnes, j’ai passé une journée splendide car je me suis bien amusée’ are some examples. 
The piece fulfils the criteria for a mark of 15. 
 
Range of Language
 
There is a wide variety of appropriate language and structures. Complex sentences are handled 
with confidence and verb tenses, of which there are six, are used successfully. There are many 
attempts at creating longer, more complex sentences with use of language such as ‘parce que, 
car, il me semble que, aussi, je trouve que’. There is, however, some inappropriate use of 
language in phrases such as ‘j’ai déteste ça, j’ai trouvé que vraiment intérrassant, ce que 
préféré,also il faisait vraiment froid, il y a beaucoup belles pays’. Although there is enough there for 
the 9-10 band, a mark of 9 seems appropriate here. 
 
Accuracy
 
Verb and tense formations are usually correct. Some inaccuracies occur such as ‘j’ai déteste de 
tennis, j’ai lu une livre, je suis allée un grand restaurants Américain, cause de menu excellent, une 
ville de historique’. As these are not always in attempts at complex structures, a mark of 4 is more 
appropriate. 
 
 
Total mark: 28/30
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Student 3 Commentary

Task 2

Title: Work

Content

N.B. The TPF contains the word ‘commence’ and therefore the phrase containing this word should 
be ignored. Again, the work meets the descriptors in the top band of marks. The piece is relevant 
and very detailed. There are many areas where ideas and points of view are expressed and 
explained. Detailed information is conveyed in relation to routine, a description of a variety of tasks 
undertaken, impressions and opinions about the placement, part-time job and aspirations for future 
job’. However for top marks, there should be a ‘sound’ ability to convey information clearly. In this 
piece there are some areas that cause delay in comprehension ‘très prope, j’adoré ça quel surprise 
parce que normalement je ne pas un jambon, J’ai appris le déjeuner à midi heures’. A mark of 13 
would therefore seem best here. 
 
Range of Language

Again, there is a good variety of appropriate language and structures. Complex sentences are 
attempted and verb tenses are mostly successful. Present, perfect, imperfect and conditional 
tenses are used and there is effective use of connectives such as ‘j’ai pensé que, parce que, alors, 
cependant, ça m’étonne que’. However, there is the inappropriate use of language in phrases such 
as ‘quelques les gens, j’adore absolument mon stage, j’ai derais, J’ai reconnaissante’ .The work 
matches the descriptors for the 7-8 band and is nearer the mark of 9 than 6, so a mark of 8 seems 
appropriate. 
 
Accuracy

The piece matches the criteria for a mark of 3. It is more accurate than inaccurate. Verb forms and 
tense formations are sometimes unsuccessful. ‘je choisi, j’ai suis allé, j’adoré, je travail, je fini,’  
Errors do not always occur in attempts at more complex sentences ‘comme vendeureuse, je 
toujours j’adore, pas que’ but the intended meaning is clear. 
 
 
Total mark: 24/30
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Student 4 Commentary

Task 1

Title: My Holidays

Content

The piece just communicates a lot of information clearly. There is a section about habitual holidays 
at Christmas, a section about a recent holiday and a section about a future one. The piece mainly 
deals with narration of events and there could have perhaps been more description relating to 
accommodation or place visited. There are some areas where communication is not always clear. 
The paragraph about a future holiday contains language that does not communicate clearly. ‘vu de 
la montange qui il va être très beau mais je n’aimes le tellement de chaleur’ is an example of this. 
Ideas and points of view are expressed and explained in structures such as ‘c’est trés deliceux car 
mon oncle cuisine trés bien, je vais être tres content car j’adore partirais les vacances ’. The piece 
comfortably fits the 10-12 band for content so a mark of 11 is appropriate here. 
 
Range of Language

The piece is certainly not basic and/or simple. There are some complex structures attempted, 
some of which are successful. ‘qui s’appelle, de temps en temps, nous y mangeons, qui etait’ are 
such examples. There are four tenses: present, perfect, imperfect and immediate future. There are 
examples of connectives being used: ‘quand, et, après, mais, donc’, together with 
adverbs/adverbial phrases: ‘Normallement, de temps en temps, cependant ’. The structures used 
are mostly successful. In some sections there are examples of inappropriate use of language. ‘Je 
vu beau les fleurs, après être allé nous sommes retourné, j’ai joué ma nouveux equipment,’. 
However, there is evidence of a variety of structure and more complex sentences. This places the 
work clearly in the 7-8 band. The work is nearer the descriptors for 5-6 marks so a mark of 7 
seems appropriate here.  
 
Accuracy

There are many errors in the piece but they do not impede communication. The intended meaning 
is clear. Verb forms and tense formations are sometimes unsuccessful (nous avons rester) but the 
piece is on the whole more accurate than inaccurate.  The piece best fits the criteria for the award 
of 3 marks. 
 
 
Total mark: 21/30
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Student 4 Commentary

Task 2

Title: Leisure

Content

The piece clearly communicates a lot rather than quite a lot of information. There is information 
relating to music and drumming, TV, concerts, pocket money, sports and activities last and next 
weekend. There are some areas where communication is not always clear. Messages such as ‘je 
prepáre pour la repeter avec la fanfare, Je mon diner aves ma famille, je sors ou je vais’ cause 
delay in comprehension. Ideas and points of view are expressed and explained in structures such 
as ‘c’est tres amusant car j’ai beacoup de copains dans l’orchestre, c’est toujours tres bon car 
l’ambience est fantastique’. The piece reflects the 10-12 band for Content. One is neither tempted 
by the band above nor below so a mark of 11 is appropriate here. 
 
Range of Language

The piece is certainly not basic and/or simple. There are five tenses: present, perfect, imperfect, 
immediate future and conditional. There are attempts at longer sentences with connectives: ‘et, 
aussi, parce que, car’. Complex structures are attempted, for example, ‘si je la regarde, je joue de 
la batterie depuis quatre ans, quand je sors’. Structures used are mostly successful although there 
are some omissions: ‘je mon diner, je ne reçois le argent de poche, je ne fais des sport’ and
inappropriate use of the infinitive ‘je ne supporter le rap, j’aimer faire du VTT’.  Given a good 
variety of structure and some complex sentences, this places the work in the 7-8 band. 
Nevertheless, the work is nearer the descriptors for 5-6 so a mark of 7 seems appropriate here. 
 
Accuracy

There are many errors in the piece but intended meaning is clear. Verb forms and tense formations 
are sometimes unsuccessful ‘les emissions dans la télé est, ca exigé, je voudrais fais’ but the 
piece is on the whole more accurate than inaccurate.  The piece fits the criteria for the award of 3 
marks. 
 
 
Total mark: 21/30
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