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IMPORTANT

You can access via the Secure Key 
Materials (SKM) section of e-AQA on our 
website videos of a senior examiner 
speaking in detail about the work of these 
students in particular and about how to 
apply the Writing marking criteria in 
general.  These videos are loaded in 
SKM under the title: New Teacher 
Support Videos for Unit 4: Writing 
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Student 1  Commentary 
 
Task 1 – Relationships/Lifestyle 
 
Note: The task sheet suggests the title is ‘Relationships’, but the title on the student’s script 
is ‘Relationships/Lifestyle’. Schools are advised to follow AQA layout on the task sheet (i.e. 
title, then ‘scene-setting’). However, given tasks are assessed in relation to the title, it is 
important that there is no confusion for the examiner regarding the title. 
 
Content – 12 
 
For the award of 10 -12 marks for Content the descriptors read ‘Mostly relevant response to 
the task and shows ability to convey a lot of information clearly, express and explain ideas 
and points of view.’ There is a lot of information given relating to descriptions of family, 
friends and relationships, activities undertaken with others and future aspirations. Opinions 
are expressed and explained ‘j’adore le foot car je suis très sportif, j’ai de bons rapports avec 
ella parce que je la respecte’. However, the piece mainly focuses on the relationships part of 
the title and there is less information conveyed about lifestyle. Greater emphasis on lifestyle 
would have led to the award of a higher mark and therefore the piece is not ‘fully relevant 
and detailed’. Communication also breaks down in phrases such as ‘il est beaucoup 
d’initiave, ce soir aider avec mes devoirs parce que je veux parasseu, a l’avenir avec mes 
marier petite ami, travailler et de trente ans’. It is also unclear if ‘ella’ is someone’s name or 
an attempt to use ‘elle’. The piece is long and detailed in relation to the content that is 
conveyed and therefore the top mark in this band is appropriate. 
 
Range of Language – 8 
 
The criteria for the award of 7 – 8 marks state ‘Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and 
structures used. More complex sentences are attempted and are mostly successful.’ There 
are some good examples of this – present, perfect, immediate future and future tenses are 
used, there is a variety of complex structures and vocabulary such as ‘ma mere m’aide à 
faire mes devoirs, on est devenus amis’, and there is good use of connectives and pronoun 
objects. However some structures such as ‘ma mere et ouverte, il antipathique, j’en ai marre 
de ces disputes, c’est n’est tres pas si important’ together with those already mentioned 
under Content mean that the mark of 8 applies more to the task as the ‘mostly successful’ 
part fits the piece better. It is nearer the mark of 9 rather than 6 which justifies the award of 8 
marks here.  
 
Accuracy – 3 
 
The piece is more accurate than inaccurate. For the award of the mark of 4, the verb and 
tense formations should be usually correct. In this piece the verbs and tense formations are 
usually correct but in addition to the inaccuracies already highlighted, there are errors in 
spellings such as ‘en common, on va manjer, anniversarie, de taille moyen, ma souer, bein, 
amust, plein de ve’ i.e. in non-complex structures and this leads to the award of the mark of 
3 as the piece as a whole does not fully satisfy the criteria for the award of 4 marks. 
 
Total: 23 
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Student 1 Commentary 
 
Task 2 – Holidays 
 
Content – 8 
 
The descriptors for the award of 7 – 9 marks explain that the ‘response to the task is 
generally relevant with quite a lot of information clearly communicated. Points of view are 
expressed and ideas are developed.’ There are many examples of the expression of points 
of view but this is quite a short piece where ‘quite a lot’ rather than ‘a lot’ of information is 
conveyed clearly. For the award of higher marks, one would expect all aspects of the piece 
to be further developed and there should be fewer delays or breakdowns in communication. 
These can be seen in e.g. ‘je veux avec ma mere, on voyage en avion que etait fantastique, 
l’annee prochain j’ai visite la gréce’. The piece fits the criteria for 7-9 perfectly and therefore 
a mark of 8 is awarded. 
 
Range of Language – 5 
 
For the award of 5 – 6 marks, there needs to be a ‘Some variety of vocabulary and 
structures used, including attempts at longer sentences using appropriate linking words 
which are sometimes successful.’ This applies here; there is ‘some’ rather than ‘a good’ 
variety of vocabulary. There are present, perfect and imperfect tenses and attempts to use 
‘on’ as well as ‘je’. Longer sentences are attempted, but there are also a number of short 
sentences. This means that the mark of 5 applies to the task.  
 
Accuracy – 3 
 
The piece is more accurate than inaccurate. Verb and tense formations are sometimes 
unsuccessful: ‘préfere passe, je visiter allé, l’annee prochain j’ai visite’ sometimes impede 
communication. In addition to the inaccuracies mentioned under Content, there are errors in 
spellings such as ‘relaxent, vacanes, comfortable,’ i.e. in non-complex structures and this 
leads to the award of the mark of 3.  
 
Total: 16 
 
 

Total marks - 39 
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Student 2 Commentary 
 
Task 1 – Relationships with your family and friends and your future plans 
 
Note: Centres are recommended to follow AQA layout, in terms of rubrics. The task sheet for 
this piece should read: 
 
‘Title: Relationships with your family and friends and your future plans 
 
You could include:’ 
It is also advisable to include, as the concluding statement: 
 
Remember, in order to score the highest marks you must answer the task fully, developing 
your response where it is appropriate to do so.’ 
 
Content – 14 
 
This fits the criteria for the top band of marks. It is fully relevant and there is a lot of detail. 
There is information given relating to descriptions of family, friends and relationships, 
activities undertaken with others and future aspirations. Points of view which are explained 
are also present; ‘je m’entends bien avec ma mere parce qu’elle est comprehensive, j’adore 
faire du shopping parce que j’adore dépenser de l’argent, je voudrais me marier un jour pace 
que je pense que la cérémonie de mariage est nécessaire’. However, it does not achieve 15 
marks as there could have perhaps been a little more detail relating to future plans.  
 
Range of Language – 9 
 
For the award of 9-10 marks, there needs to be a ‘wide variety of appropriate vocabulary 
and structures’ and ‘verb tenses are used successfully’. There is a very wide range here 
including five tenses, complex structures such as ‘ma sœur cadette qui s’appelle, même si 
elle est plus sensible que moi, ne’s’intéresse pas aux garçons, nous sommes amies depuis 
toujours’ and many connectives and subordinate clauses ‘ il me semble que, je pense que, 
use of qui’. Infinitive constructions are used, ‘nous adorons écouter, je voudrais vivre, 
j’espère trouver’ although the handling of some structures such as ‘elle toujours nous fait 
rire, l’heure je me couche, m’toujours écoute, avant de se marier’ means that the mark of 9 
applies more to the task.  
 
Accuracy – 5 
 
The criteria for the mark of 5 state that the piece should be ‘largely accurate, although there 
may still be some errors especially in attempts at more complex sentences. Verbs and tense 
formations are secure’. A high degree of accuracy is maintained throughout this piece, which 
certainly fits the criteria for 5 marks. 
 
Total: 28 
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Student 2 Commentary 
 
Task 2 Holidays 
 
Note:   
 

1. Please see the previous comments about the layout of the task sheet. 
2. The Task Planning Form contains the conjugated verb ‘plaît’. This should have been 

obliterated. As this was not done, the clause containing the verb (in the first 
paragraph) is ignored. 

 
Content – 15 
 
This fits the criteria extremely well for the top band of marks. It is fully relevant and there is a 
lot of detail relating to holiday preferences, last year’s holiday with descriptions of the hotel 
and activities undertaken and future and ideal holidays. Each section is fully developed. 
There are many examples of explanations of points of view, ‘je préfère rester dans les 
stations balnéaires parce que... , je voudrais certainment revenir en Antigua un jour parce 
qu’il y a les paysages..’ are two such examples.  
 
Range of Language – 9 
 
A ‘wide variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures’ and ‘verb tenses are used 
successfully’ are the features of the 9 – 10 band. There is a very wide range here including 
six tenses and many connectives and subordinate clauses. Complex structures such as 
‘j’adore me faire bronzer sur la plage parce que je le trouve relaxant, je préfère rester dans 
l’hôtel pour jouer aux cartes, donc je ne m’ennuyais jamais, après avoir fait du shopping,’ are 
used regularly. However, some structures are not totally appropriate, for example ‘je le 
trouve plus confortable, aller des boutiques, ma famille et moi passé, l’hôtel devrait un 
restaurant’, therefore the mark of 9 fits better here.  
 
Accuracy – 5 
 
The criteria for the mark of 5 state that the piece should be ‘largely accurate, although there 
may still be some errors especially in attempts at more complex sentences. Verbs and tense 
formations are secure.’ Despite errors such as ‘j’ai fait de plongée, mes soeurs nagé, mes 
vacances était fantastique’, the piece fits the criteria for the mark of 5. 
 
Total: 29 
 
 
Total marks - 57 
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Student 3 Commentary 
 
Task 1 – Work Experience 
 
Content – 12 
 
There is a lot of information given relating to descriptions of workplace, routine and activities. 
Opinions are expressed and explained ‘j’ai détesté les jours longs. J’étais très fatigue ; ma 
jour préféré était vendredi parce que j’étais plus confiant’. The criteria for 10 -12 marks for 
Content state ‘Mostly relevant response to the task and shows ability to convey a lot of 
information clearly, express and explain ideas and points of view.’ In order for a mark in the 
13 – 15 band to be awarded, there needs to be the ‘sound ability to convey information 
clearly’. This is true in many cases but communication breaks down in the final paragraph 
with structures such as ‘je voudrais travaillerai dans design la mode’. Nevertheless, the 
piece is detailed in relation to the content that is conveyed and therefore the top mark in the 
10 – 12 band can be awarded. 
 
Range of Language – 7 
 
There is a ‘Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures used. More complex 
sentences are attempted and are mostly successful.’ This describes work eligible for the 
award of marks at the 7 – 8 band. There are some good examples of this – vocabulary is 
quite varied, present, perfect and imperfect tenses are used, and there are a few complex 
structures such as ‘qui s’appelle, qui est, je devais nettoyer’ (one might have expected to 
see more complexity for the award of a higher mark). There is also a variety of connectives 
‘aussi, mais, puis, parce que’, although some structures such as ‘j’aime mon stage parce  
que les employees étaient sympa, je voudrais à l’étude la mode’ and the inappropriate use 
of ‘suivant, le futur’ leads to the award of the mark of 7. In relation to complexity and variety 
of language, one might have expected perhaps to see more time markers in the routine 
section for example. It is closer to 6 rather than 9 which justifies the award of 7 marks here.  
 
Accuracy – 4 
 
Given the incorrect tense formations ‘j’ai travaillais, j’ai mettais, je ne voudrais pas 
travaillerai, je vais finirai, je vais allerai’, one might have considered a mark of 3 here. 
However, many of the errors in this piece are as a result of the incorrect formulation of the 
future tense i.e. a complex structure. Other errors such as occur in the last paragraph, for 
example, ‘je voudrais travaillerai dans design la mode’ have been considered under Content 
and Range of Language. The first page in particular is generally accurate with verbs and 
tense formations usually correct. The majority of verbs and tenses are correctly formed so 
the concept ‘usually correct’ rather than ‘sometimes unsuccessful’ would seem to apply. 
 
Total: 23 
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Student 3 Commentary 
 
Task 2 – An article for your school magazine on the environment 
 
Content – 13 
 
The student writes about waste, pollution, recycling, saving the forests and possible 
solutions to these problems. It is a relevant and detailed account. Perhaps more information 
relating directly to each problem could have been there for the award of a higher mark but 
this fits the notion of ‘very good’ rather than ‘good’. Ideas and points of view are explained ‘il 
y a beaucoup de pollution à cause de la circulation, je pense que l’autre grand problem est il 
y a beaucoup de pollution’ are two examples. There is some repetition of ideas for example, 
the one relating to saving fuel. However, when one considers the criteria for the award of 
marks in the top band, this piece does just fit. Given the comment earlier about where more 
detail could have been included and these elements, a mark of 13 is appropriate. 
 
Range of Language – 8 
 
The nature of this topic is such that students are required to use some complex language 
and structures. This is indeed the case here. There is good use of connectives ‘par exemple, 
trop de, beaucoup de, à cause de, d’habitude, aussi je mets tourjours mes déchets, je pense 
qu’il est important, à mon avis’. There is the use of present, perfect, conditional and future 
tenses. Some language, however, would not meet the description that complex structures 
are handled with confidence. Examples are the English words ‘problem, forêsts, future’  and 
the use of ‘à’ instead of ‘pour’ in phrases such as ‘à économiser l’essence’ and the idea of 
planting trees in one’s garden. It is truer to say ‘More complex sentences are attempted and 
are mostly successful.’ It is nearer the mark of 9 than 6, however, and the mark of 8 does fit 
the piece of work. 
 
Accuracy – 4 
 
When one considers some of the errors in this piece, ‘au lieu prendre la voiture, il faut 
recycler tous les semaines, le plus problem,j’étiendrai mes lumiére quand je quitte ma 
chambre’ they are as a result of the attempt at more complex sentences. The verb and tense 
formations are usually correct. It therefore fits the descriptors for the mark of 4. Despite other 
mistakes such as ‘le terre, la poubelles, chaque moins,’ the piece fits the descriptors for the 
mark of 4. 
 
Total: 25 
 
 
Total marks - 48 
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