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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

TASK PLANNING FORMS (TPF) 

Please note that the version of the TPF used in these materials 
was the correct one at the time that the pieces of work were 
produced and submitted for assessment, ie June 2011. 

Students starting the course in September 2011 must use the 
new version of the TPF (version 1.1) which is available to 
download from the AQA website. 

Some of the TPFs used in these materials may be mocked-up, 
to illustrate points of principle, and may not be the original forms 
produced by students. 
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Student 1 Commentary 

Task 1 – Am I Healthy? 

Content – 14 

This piece fits the top band of marks 13-15. It is fully relevant and detailed. Ideas and points of view 
are expressed and explained: A mon avis je suis en bonne forme et en bonne santée parce que je fais 
un peu d’exercice, je déteste le poisson parce que je n’en aime pas le goût, Je trouve que je suis en 
bonne forme parce que je mène un vie active. The piece reads well on the whole and deals with the 
many different aspects of healthy living: eating, exercise, alcohol, smoking, drugs, plans for future 
healthy lifestyle. The piece has a well organised structure. There are areas, however, where 
communication is delayed: c’est pas santé, me copins sont fumé dans le six années, me courir un peu 
plus m’aider en bonne forme. The final paragraph also causes some delay in comprehension. For this 
reason, it is not possible to award a mark of 15. Marks of both 13 and 14 were considered, but it was 
felt that there was strong evidence of the top band descriptors, so a mark of 14 was awarded. 

Range of Language – 8 

There is a good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. There are many examples of 
complex structures eg Je mange sainement mais je mange tout de même des sucreries quelquefois, 
Je suis parfois attirée par le chocolat, Quand j’etais petite, je faisais de la danse, je trouve que c’est 
inutile, je pense que c’est degoûtant. Longer sentences with connectives are used eg parce que, ou, 
et, mais. There are also 4 tenses - present, imperfect, future, conditional. There are attempts at the 
perfect tense, eg  Récemment j’ai rejoindré un club de tennis but it is here that we can see that there 
are many examples of tenses not being used successfully, a key phrase in the criteria for the marks of 
9–10. As well as rejoindré, there is tense misuse in phrases such as je ne prendre pas le drogue, je 
voudrais mangerai, me copins sont fumé, j’ai d’arrêté en faire. However, the piece is nearer the mark 
of 9, so the higher of the two marks was awarded. 

Accuracy – 4 

The piece fits the criteria descriptor well, although there are elements of the mark descriptor for 5 also, 
given the number of complex sentences. Errors do tend to occur in attempts at these more complex 
sentences. However, it is not possible to say that verbs and tense formations are secure although they 
are usually correct.  It is for this reason that a mark of 4 was awarded. 

Total mark – 26/30 
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Student 1 Commentary 

Task 2 – Free Time 

Content – 15 

This is an excellent piece of work. All elements of the topic are dealt with fully and in detail. There are 
many examples of opinions and justifications. J’aime aller au parc, J’y vais pour me faire bronzer, 
j’aime regarder des émissions comiques car elles me mettent de bonne humeur. All information is 
conveyed clearly. For these reasons, a mark of 15 was awarded.  

Range of Language – 10 

All aspects of the criteria are met here for 10 marks. There is a very wide variety of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures. More complex sentences are handled with confidence eg J’y vais pour me 
faire bronzer, Quand je veux quelquechose en particulier, je dis à ma mère d’acheter les fleurs… 
Indeed there are many examples of subordinating conjunctions, infinitive constructions, pronoun 
objects, together with six tenses (present, perfect, imperfect, future, immediate future, conditional) and 
the present subjunctive. All are handled with confidence. 

Accuracy – 5 

There are hardly any errors in the piece and where they occur they are as a result of attempts at 
complex sentences. J’en au encore l’eau à la bouche, for example. Verb and tense formations are 
secure. This is a definite 5 for accuracy. 

Total mark – 30/30 
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Student 2 Commentary 

Task 1 – An account of a holiday 

Content – 8 

This is an example of a piece where inaccuracy and inappropriate vocabulary can impact on Content 
marks. In nearly every paragraph there are errors in language causing delay in communication. In the 
first paragraph the first justification is not clear. In the second, inappropriate tense usage and je suis 
passer un vacance un Fuerterventura cause delay, as do omissions such as Aussi eu une chambre in 
the third paragraph. Later on there are errors such as le brosse le dents, il n y a pas faim. There are 
opinions but they are not always justified effectively and the student communicates clearly ‘quite a lot’ 
rather than ‘a lot’ of information. For these reasons a mark of 8 was awarded. 

Range of Language – 6 

There is some variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. Present, perfect and imperfect tenses 
are there but not always correctly formed. There are attempts at complex structures but they are not 
‘mostly successful’. Connectives such as et, puis, parce que are really the only way that longer 
sentences are created. The piece fits the 5-6 band descriptors. It is nearer the mark of 7 than the mark 
of 4 so a mark of 6 was awarded. 

Accuracy – 3 

A number of the errors are due to attempts at more complex structures but it is also true to say that 
verb forms and tense formations are sometimes unsuccessful. The intended meaning is clear, 
however, and the piece is just more accurate than inaccurate. A mark of 3 is therefore appropriate. 

Total mark – 17/30
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Student 2 Commentary 

Task 2 – My Life as a Teenager 

Content – 13 

The piece is relevant and detailed. Information relating to family, friends, birthday, free time activities, 
school, likes and dislikes and future career is clearly conveyed. Opinions and justifications are there, 
Je m’entends trés bein avec elle, parce que elle est sympa et amusant, j’aime le college parce que 
mes ami viennent ici, j’aime etre avec mes amis parce que j’aime passer du temps avec eux are three 
examples. There are, however, occasional delays in communication, eg J’ai au taille moyenne, elle a 
tres rigolo, je fais de trez exercise, il y a un neuf cent eleves. There are some areas that could have 
been contextualised a little more to relate the content to the title more directly. The work fits the top 
band of marks but only just, so a mark of 13 was awarded. 

Range of Language – 8 

There is a good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures used. More complex sentences are 
attempted, eg je l’aime bein, qui s’appelle, et aussi, je ne peux pas acheter ce que je veux, j’éspere 
reussir à toutes les matieres. Five tenses are used and emphatic pronouns are handled well. The first 
paragraph, however, is a little repetitive, and the inappropriate use of avoir in phrases such as j’ai au 
taille moyenne and elle a tres rigolo and the lack of precision in phrases such as je voudrais un 
essayer and j’espére je vais would suggest the 7-8 rather than the 9-10 band. This is a good example 
of the 7-8 band, so a mark of 8 was awarded. 

Accuracy – 4 

The piece matches the criteria for the mark of 4. There are too many minor errors and spelling 
mistakes for the award of 5. The piece is generally accurate and the verb forms and tense formations 
are usually correct. 

Total mark – 25/30
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Student 3 Commentary 

Task 1 – Am I Healthy? 

Content – 4 

The piece is borderline between the 1–3 band and the 4-6 band. Simple opinions are expressed eg 
the first sentence and Je détéste fumer. The decision is based around whether little relevant 
information or some relevant information is conveyed and whether there is some development of basic 
ideas. Despite inaccuracies the first paragraph does communicate several messages eg je suis au 
bonne formme et bonne santé, and later Récemmet ma famile et moi resté au nouveau parc C’etait 
très cher, Je détéste fumer…..Fumer aussi cause beacoup problème. Messages of this type do 
demonstrate some development of basic ideas. However, communication regularly breaks down. As it 
just falls within the 4-6 band, the mark of 4 was awarded. 

Range of Language – 2 

The language is very limited and the student has tried unsuccessfully to produce more complex 
sentences. They are unsuccessful because there is little understanding of language structure and 
therefore the piece falls within the 1-2 band. It was awarded the mark of 2 because it is nearer the 
descriptors for the 3-4 band than the 0 mark.  

Accuracy – 2 

This is a borderline decision between the mark of 1 and 2. Given that much of the inappropriate 
language and communication breakdown has been considered in the areas of Content and Range of 
Language and that there are several verb forms that are accurate, a mark of 2 was awarded. 

Total mark – 8/30 
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Student 3 Commentary 

Task 2 – Free Time 

Content – 3 

This piece lies on the 3-4 borderline. Errors are such that there is little relevant information conveyed. 
J’adore joue au basket, la lecture est l’une de mes activites favorits, j’aime la lecture, je aussi aime 
faire les boutiques avec mon pere, de temps en temp je joue au tennis avec mon papi. C’est tre bon
are the only messages that come through clearly. These examples contain opinions and one could 
argue that some of them include some limited development of ideas. This explains the top mark in the 
1-3 band. 

Range of Language – 2 

The piece includes a great deal of inappropriate vocabulary with little understanding of language 
structure. It falls within the 1–2 band. Given that some ideas of how the student spends his/her free 
time are communicated, the higher of the two marks was awarded. 

Accuracy – 2 

Again this is a borderline decision between the mark of 1 and 2. Several verb forms are however 
accurate so a mark of 2 was awarded. 

Total mark – 7/30 
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Student 4 Commentary 

The student has used visuals on the task planning form for Task 2. This is now no longer permitted. 

Task 1 – Education, Work Experience and Future Plans 

Content – 12 

A lot of information is communicated clearly. There are opinions and justifications: J’aime la 
géographie. C’est très bon. Je n’aime pas le prof. Il parle trop et il m énerve are two of many 
examples. In terms of ‘fully relevant and detailed’ (one of the descriptors for the top band of marks) 
perhaps more could have been included in terms of what the student did on work experience, what 
kind of career the student might choose, for example. Communication never breaks down and 
therefore the top mark in the 10-12 band was awarded. 

Range of Language – 8 

There is a good variety of vocabulary, together with a variety of structure and the use of more complex 
sentences. There are five tenses: present, perfect, imperfect, immediate future and conditional. 
Adverbs and conjunctions are handled well. However, there is inappropriate tense usage in the last 
paragraph je etudie and on the first page je mangé and also some omissions: J’aimerais travail, je 
voudrais aller une universitie. Some of the piece has short sentences that could have been linked 
more effectively. A mark of 8 was therefore awarded. 

Accuracy – 5 

There are few errors and some of these have already been considered under Range of Language. 
Overall, verbs and tense formations are secure and the piece does fit the descriptors for the maximum 
mark of 5. 

Total mark – 25/30
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Student 4 Commentary 

Task 2 – My Home Life 

Content – 12 

This fits the criteria in the 10-12 band. A lot of information is conveyed clearly. There are examples of 
opinion and justification but not many (Je laime parce que c’est vraiment practique pour moi, Je l’ai 
aime. C’etait tres super). On occasions communication does break down: Le fenetre dont sur la 
derriere, Ma chambre et au moi. Nevertheless, there is still a lot that is communicated and therefore 
the highest mark in the band ie 12 was awarded. 

Range of Language – 8 

There is a good variety of vocabulary and more complex sentences are there. Complexity can be seen 
in the use of the subordinating conjunctions qui and parce que, the pronoun object l’, pour feter, and 
regular use of connectives and adverbs/adverbial phrases to form longer sentences mais aussi, puis, 
mais quelquefois, finalement, generalement, cependent du temps en temps, ensuite.  Although much 
of the task is written in the present tense, there are examples of the conditional, imperfect and perfect 
tenses. However, there is some inappropriate language and infinitive use: J’ laime ma maison, je 
arriver au college, je regarder la televiseur. The last paragraph mainly contains short sentences and 
the repetition of ‘cetait’. 

For these reasons the piece falls into the 7-8 band and because it is nearer the descriptors for 9–10 
than for 5–6, it was awarded the higher mark of 8. 

Accuracy – 4 

Verb forms and tense formations are usually correct unless mentioned above. Errors do not always 
occur in complex sentences but the piece is generally accurate. The piece fits the criteria for the mark 
of 4 rather than 3 because of the verb and tense formations.  

Total mark – 24/30
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