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Annotations  
 

Used in the detailed Mark Scheme: 

Annotation Meaning 
/ alternative and acceptable answers for the same marking point 
(1) separates marking points 
not/reject answers which are not worthy of credit 
ignore statements which are irrelevant - applies to neutral answers 
allow/accept answers that can be accepted 
(words) words which are not essential to gain credit 
words underlined words must be present in answer to score a mark 
ecf error carried forward 
AW/owtte alternative wording 
ORA or reverse argument 
 
Available in scoris to annotate scripts 

 
indicate uncertainty or ambiguity 

 
benefit of doubt 

 
contradiction 

 
incorrect response 

 
error carried forward 

 
draw attention to particular part of candidate’s response 

 
draw attention to particular part of candidate’s response 

 
draw attention to particular part of candidate’s response 

 
no benefit of doubt 
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reject 

 
correct response 

 
draw attention to particular part of candidate’s response 

 
information omitted 

 
Subject-specific Marking Instructions  
 
a. If a candidate alters his/her response, examiners should accept the alteration. 

b. Crossed out answers should be considered only if no other response has been made.  When marking crossed out responses, accept correct 
answers which are clear and unambiguous. 

Eg 

For a one mark question, where ticks in boxes 3 and 4 are required for the mark: 

 Put ticks () in the  Put ticks () in the Put ticks () in the 
 two correct boxes. two correct boxes. two correct boxes. 

    

 This would be worth This would be worth This would be worth 
 1 mark. 0 marks. 1 mark. 
















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c. The list principle: 
If a list of responses greater than the number requested is given, work through the list from the beginning.  Award one mark for each correct 
response, ignore any neutral response, and deduct one mark for any incorrect response, eg one which has an error of science.  If the number 
of incorrect responses is equal to or greater than the number of correct responses, no marks are awarded.  A neutral response is correct but 
irrelevant to the question. 

d. Marking method for tick boxes: 

 Always check the additional guidance. 

 If there is a set of boxes, some of which should be ticked and others left empty, then judge the entire set of boxes. 
If there is at least one tick, ignore crosses.  If there are no ticks, accept clear, unambiguous indications, eg shading or crosses. 
Credit should be given for each box correctly ticked.  If more boxes are ticked than there are correct answers, then deduct one mark for each 
additional tick.  Candidates cannot score less than zero marks. 

Eg  If a question requires candidates to identify a city in England, then in the boxes 

Edinburgh  
Manchester  
Paris  
Southampton  

 
the second and fourth boxes should have ticks (or other clear indication of choice) and the first and third should be blank (or have indication 
of choice crossed out). 

Edinburgh           

Manchester  ×         

Paris           

Southampton  ×         

Score: 2 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 NR 
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Question CBT Answer Marks Guidance 
1   1 C Plants have better growing conditions. 

 
1  

2   2 B cylinder 
 

1  

3   3 B prevents damage from excessive current flow 1  

4  (a) 4 Ryegrass Mix 
 

1  

  (b) 4 Super Green 1  

  (c) 4 Shady Lawn 1  

5   5 sowing 
thinning 
pricking out (given) 
potting on 
 

2 2 marks all correct 
1 mark for 1 or 2 correct 

6   6  
soil-based potting compost peat-based potting compost 

the heavier compost when it is wet the more difficult to wet when it is dry 
 lighter compost to carry 
 the better compost for hanging baskets 

- 

2 all correct : 2 marks 
 
2 or 3 correct : 1 mark 

7   7 a plant that lives for more than two years owtte 
 

1  

8   8 two from:  
stronger;  
less maintenance;  
less likely to rot/durable/longer lasting;  
better light transmission/thinner frame;  
can be bent into a variety of shapes 
 

2  
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Question CBT Answer Marks Guidance 
9   9 temperature: keep above freezing/ventilate if too warm; 

water: keep compost moist/add water when dry; 
nutrients: feed if deficient/addition of slow release fertiliser 
 

3 reject generalised comments 
accept demonstration of the 
need to monitor conditions 
reject water every day 
 

10   10 fallen logs/trip hazard/plastic bag; 
sharp tools/personal injury; 
loose clothing/inappropriate clothing; 
heavy items; 
eye injury; 
poisonous sap 
 

3 reject generalised comments 
 

11   11 three from: 
height;  
flower colour;  
fragrance;  
foliage colour;  
disease/pest resistance;  
hardiness; 
size of flower; 
number of flowers 
 

3  

12  (a) 12 mow 
 

1  

  (b) 12 7p 
 

1 accept 7 

  (c) 13 most effective/best weed control 
 

1 reject low damage on its own 

  (d) 14 mow:  breaking of branches by mower/damage to bark 
 
weedkiller:  scorch (or death) of tree 
 

2 1 mark for 1 treatment & damage 

  (e) 15 £10 250 
 

1 reject answers without units 
accept 1025000p 
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Question CBT Answer Marks Guidance 
13   16 garden centres and nurseries are specialist whereas supermarkets are not; 

supermarkets will stock other more profitable items in other months 
 

2 reject generalised comments 
 

14   17 three from: 
lack of nutrients in soil;  
build up of pests/diseases in soil;  
poor weather/different weather;  
plants are old and have lost vigour; 
pest  disease attack to (top of) plants 
 

3 reject soil is old 
ignore soil sickness 

15   18 descriptions of three from: 
pruning;  
feeding;  
mulching;  
weeding;  
pest & disease control;  
watering;  
ora 
 

3 allow description of deadheading 
reject bad practice eg “water 
every day” 

    Total 36  
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