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Resource Material for use with Section A.
A 12 page answer book.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Answer all questions in Sections A and B.
Write your answers in the separate answer book provided.
You are advised to spend your time as follows:

Section A – about 50 minutes
Section B

Q. B1 – about 35 minutes
Q. B2 – about 35 minutes

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

Section A (Reading): 40 marks.
Section B (Writing): 40 marks.
The number of marks is given in brackets at the end of each question or part-question.

WELSH JOINT EDUCATION COMMITTEE CYD-BWYLLGOR ADDYSG CYMRU

General Certificate of Secondary Education Tystysgrif Gyffredinol Addysg Uwchradd



2

SECTION A:    40 marks

Answer all the following questions.

The Resource Material for use with Section A is a leaflet advertising Warwick Castle.

The extract on the opposite page is a newspaper article, “Fancy a Spot of Torture?”.

Look at the Warwick Castle leaflet.

A1. List five places in Warwick Castle that could be interesting to visit. [5]

A2. Find the following information:

(a) Which day is the castle closed?
(b) How long is it recommended you should allow for a visit?
(c) What number would you ring for information about access for disabled visitors?
(d) How old must you be to visit without an adult?
(e) How long should you allow to drive from Manchester? [5]

A3. How does the leaflet try to persuade you to visit Warwick Castle?

You should consider:

• what the leaflet says you can see and do;
• the choice of words used to persuade you;
• the use of illustrations/pictures. [10]

Now look at the article, Fancy a Spot of Torture?, on the opposite page.

A4. What did the writer’s children enjoy about their visit to Warwick Castle?
Why did they enjoy it? [10]

To answer the next question you will need to look at both texts.

A5. Find examples of how visitors to Warwick Castle can do more than just look at things.

List your answers under these headings:

• the article;
• the leaflet. [10]

(150-02)
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Turn over for Section B.(150-02)

Fancy a Spot of Torture?
I will always remember the first time I went to Warwick Castle. I was nine and my brother was
seven. We had a great time on that visit pretending that the suits of armour in the glass
exhibition cases were going to come alive in the fashion of Disney’s Bedknobs and
Broomsticks.

Returning with my husband, Dean, and our children - Amy (seven) and Olivia (four) - however,
I wondered how much they would enjoy the same experience twenty-five years on. These days
children have so many attractions to tempt them, but Warwick Castle has moved with the times.
Even the electronic ticket barriers made me smile, thinking how on our last visit we had simply
handed our ticket to a lady on the door.

Once inside, however, the castle looked virtually how I had remembered it, with its beautifully
kept gardens and its huge stone battlements towering over us. Signs pointed us to each of the
major exhibitions and displays. The children, being children, immediately picked the dungeons
and torture chambers as the first place to visit.

A guide dressed as a knight, complete with a very realistic sword, greeted us and at once got the
children in the mood by warning Amy that the Winnie the Pooh character on her rucksack
might be afraid of the dungeons. We then had to follow the tiny stone steps down into the
darkness, and it was not hard to make the children realise that this was one place that visitors in
medieval times would not have liked to come to! Back in the daylight, Amy found it most
amusing that the stocks and the rack were used as methods of torture – until one of the guides
explained that prisoners’ guts used to burst open when they were stretched as far as they could
go. Why is it kids always love gruesome stories?

Our next move was to the armoury and I was delighted to see there were now plenty of
interactive displays for the kids, including a television and video presentation, and a series of
wooden chests which asked questions and then had to be opened to find the answers. There was
also a chance to hold a real medieval sword, which amazed the girls when we told them the
knights would have run into battle carrying them. Olivia loved the sword and instantly asked to
try on a soldier’s helmet. Amy, meanwhile, was fascinated by a display of muskets and duelling
pistols, which she said looked very different from the guns in today’s films.

Back outside again and the Bowman of Warwick was on hand to teach us how to use a bow and
arrow. Then it was into the Great Hall to see the luxurious furniture and wall hangings which
made the castle a home in times gone by. The girls then spent an hour trying on medieval and
Victorian costumes.

Our final visit was to the Kingmaker exhibition, where the wax models depicted life in the days
when a king ruled the country and peasants worked the land. The sights, sounds and smells of
the exhibition brought it all to life, and the wax figures were so real they actually gave us the
creeps. When a wax horse neighed and moved its tail, I admit I jumped higher than the
children!

Overall, then, 25 years may have come and gone, but Warwick Castle still has a lot to offer
visitors of any age.
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SECTION B:    40 marks

Answer Question B1 and Question B2.

In this section you will be assessed for your writing skills, including the presentation of your work.
Take special care with handwriting, spelling, punctuation and layout.

Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.

A guide to the amount you should write is given with each question.

B1. A magazine is running a series of articles for parents under the heading An Enjoyable Day Out for
the Family.

Write an article recommending a place to visit, and explaining its appeal to all the family.

You might like to think about a town, a seaside resort, a theme park or a museum, but you are free
to make your own choice. [20]

The quality of your writing is more important than its length. You should write about one to two
pages in your answer book.

B2. A local businessman has applied for permission to hold an outdoor music festival in your area.

Write a letter to your local newspaper either supporting or opposing this idea. [20]

The quality of your writing is more important than its length. You should write about one to two
pages in your answer book.
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