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GCSE ENGLISH/ ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
A680 
Higher Tier 
Practice Papers    
 
Based on January 2007 Legacy paper reading materials 
 
 
 
 
These questions papers have been provided as a resource for preparing your 
students for the GCSE English / English language ‘Information and Ideas’ 
examination paper. There are two Foundation tier, and two Higher tier resources.  
 
Reading materials from the legacy GCSE ‘Non-fiction, Media and Information’ paper 
have been used, with revised questions set using the format of the new GCSE 
English / English language examination (from 2010).  
 
These materials are designed to provide additional teaching resources, and do not 
have the same status as Sample Assessment materials or new specification Past 
Papers, that can be found on the OCR website and Interchange. 
 
Mark schemes are not provided, as the resource is intended for teaching and 
learning purposes, rather than providing a summative assessment. The generic parts 
of the mark schemes for Past Papers will provide appropriate guidance for formative 
assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A680 New specification style questions on legacy papers 
 
 
January 2007 legacy paper Higher Tier 
 
 
 
 
Answer all the questions in Section A and one question in Section B 
 
Section A: Non-Fiction and Media 
 
You are advised to spend about one hour on this section. 
 
 
Read carefully the two passages ‘Delicious!’ and Veggie Month and then 
answer questions 1, 2 and 3. The questions will be marked for reading. 
 
 
 
1. ‘Delicious!’ 
 
Referring carefully to the article, outline concisely the reasons Rachael Oliveck gives 
for giving up vegetarianism.  
 
Use your own words as far as possible.  

(12) 
 

 
2. ‘Delicious!’ 
 
The title of the article shows Rachael Oliveck is enjoying eating meat again. 
 
How does she encourage the reader to agree with her point of view and feel happy 
for her?  
 
In you answer, refer to the language she uses and the tone created.  
          (14) 
 
 
3. Veggie Month from the Animal Aid Website material  
 
How does this website try to convince people of the need to become vegetarian?  
 
In your answer you should explore 

 How the website is presented 
 How the language persuades the reader  

 
 

(14) 
 
 
 
 



Section B: Writing 
 
You are advised to spend about 50 minutes on this section. 
 
Answer EITHER question 4 OR question 5. 
 
This answer will be marked for writing. Plan you answer and write it carefully. 
Leave enough time to check through what you have written. 
 
 
 
Either 
 
4. Healthy Living 
 
You have been asked to give an informative talk to you class about any activity which 
comes under the heading ‘Healthy Living’.  
 
Write the words of your talk, in which you describe your chosen activity and explain 
its benefits to a healthy life-style.  
          (40) 
 
OR 
 
 
Do we worry too much about the welfare of animals? 
 
Write your views. 
(40) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READING MATERIALS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 
 

Turn over 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Copyright Information: 

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is 
included has been sought and cleared where possible.  Every reasonable effort has been 
made by the publisher (OCR) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance 
have unwittingly been included, the publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest 
possible opportunity. 
 
OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand 
name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge. 

 
 
 


