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GCSE ENGLISH/ ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
A680 
Higher Tier 
Practice Papers 
 
Based on January 2011 Legacy paper reading materials 
 
 
 
 
These questions papers have been provided as a resource for preparing your 
students for the GCSE English / English language ‘Information and Ideas’ 
examination paper. There are two Foundation tier, and two Higher tier resources.  
 
Reading materials from the legacy GCSE ‘Non-fiction, Media and Information’ paper 
have been used, with revised questions set using the format of the new GCSE 
English / English language examination (from 2010).  
 
These materials are designed to provide additional teaching resources, and do not 
have the same status as Sample Assessment materials or new specification Past 
Papers, that can be found on the OCR website and Interchange. 
 
Mark schemes are not provided, as the resource is intended for teaching and 
learning purposes, rather than providing a summative assessment. The generic parts 
of the mark schemes for Past Papers will provide appropriate guidance for formative 
assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

A680 New specification style questions on legacy papers 
 
 
January 2011 legacy paper Higher Tier 
 
Answer all the questions in Section A and one question in Section B 
 
Section A: Non-Fiction and Media 
 
You are advised to spend about one hour on this section. 
 
 
Read carefully the two passages The end of privacy? and Unlock Democracy 
and then answer questions 1, 2 and 3. The questions will be marked for 
reading. 
 
  
1. The end of privacy? 
 
Referring carefully to the article, outline concisely: 
 

 The recent developments in mobile phone technology 
 The writer’s concerns about these developments  
 

Use your own words as far as possible.  
 

(12) 
 
 
2. The end of privacy? 
 
The title of the article suggests the writer is worried that privacy is coming to an end. 
 
How does the language he uses help the reader understand the threat to privacy, 
and also share his concerns?  
 
          (14) 
 
 
3. Unlock Democracy 
 
How does this website try to persuade its readers that there is a threat to their civil 
liberties? 
 
In your answer you should explore 

 How the web feature is presented 
 How the language used, including style and  tone, persuades the reader  

 
 

(14) 
 



Section B: Writing 
 
You are advised to spend about 50 minutes on this section. 
 
Answer EITHER question 4 OR question 5. 
 
This answer will be marked for writing. Plan you answer and write it carefully. 
Leave enough time to check through what you have written. 
 
 
 
Either 
 
4. My Freedom 
 
Describe a time when your personal freedom was being threatened and explain how 
it felt to be in that situation.  
          (40) 
 
 
OR 
 
 
5. Get into technology! 
 
Write an article for older people about the advantages of modern technology.  
 
          (40) 
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In this website feature, Unlock Democracy, a civil liberties organisation highlights some of the 
dangers they consider we faced in 2009 
 
 

Unlock Democracy 
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