
 
 
 
 

      SPECIMEN 
 
 
GCSE ENGLISH/ ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 
A680 
Foundation Tier 
Practice Papers    
 
Based on January 2011 Legacy paper reading materials 
 
 
 
 
These questions papers have been provided as a resource for preparing your 
students for the GCSE English / English language ‘Information and Ideas’ 
examination paper. There are two Foundation tier, and two Higher tier resources.  
 
Reading materials from the legacy GCSE ‘Non-fiction, Media and Information’ paper 
have been used, with revised questions set using the format of the new GCSE 
English / English language examination (from 2010).  
 
These materials are designed to provide additional teaching resources, and do not 
have the same status as Sample Assessment materials or new specification Past 
Papers, that can be found on the OCR website and Interchange. 
 
Mark schemes are not provided, as the resource is intended for teaching and 
learning purposes, rather than providing a summative assessment. The generic parts 
of the mark schemes for Past Papers will provide appropriate guidance for formative 
assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A680 New specification style questions on legacy papers 
 
 
January 2011 Legacy paper – Foundation tier 
 
Answer all the questions in Section A and one question in Section B 
 
 
Section A: Non-Fiction and Media 
 
You are advised to spend about one hour on this section. 
 
 
Question 1 
 
 
Read carefully Balance of Nature. Then answer questions 1a, 1b, 1c and 1d. These 
questions will be marked for reading. 
 
 
 
1 (a) From paragraph one (beginning ‘Here are two ways…’ give two ways of 
causing damage. 
 
 
First way: 
 
                                                                                                                                    
(1) 
Second way: 
 
                                                                                                                                    
(1) 
 
 
(b) From paragraph three (beginning ‘Now for something…’), write down two things 
in nature which foxes depend on for survival. 
 
 
First thing: 
 
                                                                                                                                    
(1) 
Second thing: 
 
                                                                                                                                    
(1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(c) From paragraph six (beginning ‘The North Sea has become…’’), which two 
species of bird have no food because the sand-eels have died? 
 
Species one: 
 
                                                                                                                                    
(1) 
Species two: 
 
                                                                                                                                    
(1) 
 
 
(d) Re-read the passage from paragraph five (beginning ‘But you on your own…’) to 
the end of the passage (‘…what lies ahead’). 
 
Using your own words as far as possible, outline what problems the writer says 
have followed the one degree rise in the temperature of the North Sea.  
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          (14) 
 
 
Question 2 
 
Read carefully Meet Your New Neighbours. Then answer questions 2a and 2b. 
These questions will be marked for reading.  
 
 
 
2 (a) In what ways do the headings, sub-headings and picture contribute to the 
impact of the newspaper article?   
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
          (6) 
 



2(b) How does the article tries to convince you that seagulls in towns and cities are a 
serious problem? 
 
In your answer you should write about 

• Information used in the article  
• Some of the words and phrases used in the article 
 

Do NOT write about the headings or picture in your answer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          (14) 
 
Section B: Writing 
 
You are advised to spend about 50 minutes on this section. 
 
Answer one question. Write the number of the question you have chosen at the 
top of your answer. 
 
This answer will be marked for writing. Plan your answer and write it carefully. 
 
Leave enough time to check through what you have written.  
 
 
Either 
 
3. Write the words of a talk to your class entitled ‘What annoys me most’. 
Describe what annoys you and explain why. 
          (40) 
Or 
 
4. You have been asked to write an article for your school magazine. 
 
The topic of the article is ‘Protecting our local environment – why it matters, and what 
you can do to help.’  
 
       
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             (40) 
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