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Reading Literary Texts Marking Criteria

Candidates submit three tasks for assessment. Each task is marked out of 40, using the marking 
criteria below, giving a maximum of 120 marks. Divide the total by 3 to provide the overall mark out of 
40 for this unit.

Band Marks Descriptors AO2

1 40
39
38
37
36

•  A cogent and explicitly relevant response
•  Explores and evaluates a range of interpretations of language and structure 

as appropriate
•  Analyses in detail the writer’s perspective
•  Precise quotations/comparisons enhance analysis of writer’s intentions
•  Understanding of social, cultural and historical context woven into 

presentation of ideas

2 35
34
33
32
31

•  A personal and persuasive response
•  Develops interpretations and evaluates language and structure as 

appropriate
•  Identifies and discusses writer’s perspective
•  Apt quotations/comparisons are used to illuminate meaning
•  Impact of social, cultural, historical context clearly demonstrated

3 30
29
28
27
26

•  A personal, well developed and secure critical response
•  A clear understanding of how meaning is conveyed, evaluating language and 

structure as appropriate
•  Well selected quotations/comparisons enhance analysis
•  Significance of social, cultural, historical context clearly demonstrated

4 25
24
23
22
21

•  A personal and mainly relevant response
•  Understands and demonstrates how meaning is conveyed
•  Quotations/comparisons used to justify views
•  Comments on how social, cultural, historical context affects reader

5 20
19
18
17
16

•  Begins to develop a personal and relevant response
•  Understands some of the ways meaning is conveyed
•  Uses quotations/simple comparisons to support views
•  Comments on the social, cultural, historical features of the text

6 15
14
13
12
11

•  Makes some comments relevant to task
•  Some attempt to show how meaning is conveyed
•  Quotations/comparisons used to make simple points
•  Aware that text features relate to social, cultural, historical context

7 10
9
8
7
6

•  Describes some of the main features of a text in attempting to address task
•  Some awareness of how the writer achieves effects through simple 

comparisons/quotations
•  Some awareness that text features relate to social, cultural, historical context

8 5
4
3
2
1
0

•  Some comments on text with very little or no relevance to task
•  Struggles to develop a response
•  Very little or no understanding of social, cultural, historical context
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OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
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