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Curriculum pathways for English in KS4

One of the major benefits of the new KS4 English curriculum is that it offers you and your
learners a wide variety of possible pathways, with choices to meet learners interests, aptitudes
and needs, and the resources available within the school.

This booklet is designed to outline some of the possible pathways you could follow in
your school.

With each suggested pathway we have given some guidance around why each route might
suit your school. If you would like to discuss any of these options in more detail, contact a
member of our specialist English subject team on 0300 500 1546.

Itis important to note that these models can be applied to both GCSE English and GCSE
English Language and English Literature. As well as GCSE English we also offer Functional Skills
at Entry Level, Level 1 and Level 2.

For more information about our English qualifications visit
www.ocr.org.uk/english/gcse2010
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Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12 and 13

A Level English Literature

Guidance

Benefits

Assessment can be

Considerations

Will have covered less texts

acquire an English qualification

KS3 English GCSE English GCSE English dL scheduled for when learners’ | than if done lang/lit and had
alne LanplEele understanding is at its best no intro to spoken language
KS3 English GCSE English Language | - GCSE English Language | - ALevel English Literature | J0ee (000 E ot 00 | et
GCSE English Literature GCSE English Literature A Level English Language and English skills on English at higher levels.
N A Level English Literature Straightforward progression to | Have a lot of texts to cover in
: i GCSE English Literature d arapreg
KS3 English GCSE English Language g A Level English Language | A Level English Vi
Will have had the benefit of Will have needed to study the
. A Level English Literature studying English so know if crossover texts in Yr10. May
KS3 English GCSE English GCSE EngII,Sh L{anguage A Level En glish Lanquage | capable of completing lang/it. | have to repeat some CA tasks
GCSE English Literature < ik Can also make a later decision as different for eng and lang,
on which route to take. e.g. Imaginative Writing
. A Level English Literature Gooq option for those Will not have experience of
Entry Level English GCSE English GCSE English and Language candidates who wish to spoken language

Entry Level English

GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature

GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature

A Level English Literature
A Level English Language

Consistent options covering all
aspects of the subject

Quite a concentrated course
with lots of reading. A need
to take care with change
between years of Controlled
Assessment tasks

Entry Level English

GCSE English Language

GCSE English Literature

A Level English Literature
A Level English Language

A clear progression through
the years

Have a lot of texts to cover in
Yr11

Entry Level English

GCSE English

GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature

A Level English Literature
A Level English Language

Will have had the benefit of
studying English so know if
capable of completing lang/lit

May find this a lot to take on.
Will have needed to study the
crossover texts in Yr10. May
have to repeat some CA tasks
as different for eng and lang,
e.g. Imaginative Writing

Entry Level English

GCSE English

GCSE English

Entry level will serve as good
preparation for the single GCSE
course

For those candidates who
require an English qualification.

Entry Level English

GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature

GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature

Keeps options open
throughout the course and
could switch back to single
entry English

May not wish to study the
double qualification if aren't
going to pursue it at KS5

Entry Level English

GCSE English Language

GCSE English Literature

May be best to start off with
language as confidence increases

Have a lot of texts to cover in
Yr11
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Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12 and 13

Guidance

Benefits

Considerations

: Will have had the benefit of May not wish to study the
Entry Level English GCSE English GCSE Engll,Sh Lgnguage studying English so know if double qualification if aren’t
GCSE English Literature capable of completing lang/lit | going to pursue it at KS5
i i No coverage of Spoken May struggle at KS5 with
GCSE English GCSE English GCSE English AlLevel grlig“Sh Hterature Language here language elements and also
ANl LeInglie)s number of texts covered
Will have had the benefit of May find this a lot to take on.
studying English so know if Will have needed to study the
. capable of completing lang/lit. | crossover texts in Yr10. May
GCSE English EEEE gl GCSE Eng||‘sh Lgnguage A Level Engl_ish Literature ' o have to repeat some CA tasks
GCSE English Literature A Level English Language | CourseforaEnglish specialist. | as different for eng and lang,
e.g. Imaginative Writing. May
struggle to complete both A
Levelsin 2 years
Will have had the benefit of
. GCSE English Language GCSE English Language A Level English Literature | $tudying English so knowif
GCSE English GCSE English Li . . , capable of completing lang/lit.
nglish Literature GCSE English Literature A Level English Language | i have covered a wide range
of texts and spoken lang
Will have had the benefit of
studying English so know if
) ) capable of completing lang/
GCSE English GCSE English Language GCSE English Literature sl Eng|.|sh Literature | - ic. will have covered a wide
A Level English Language | range of texts and spoken
lang. May be best to start off
with language as confidence
increases
English will provide student Based on time and ability may
GCSE EngllSh GCSE Eng“Sh GCSE EngllSh with the opportunity to cover wish to consider switching to
all aspects of English double course in Yr11
g Will have had the benefit of
GCSE English GCSE English GCSE Eng“,Sh L?nguage studying English so know if
GCSE EnghSh Literature capable of completing lang/lit
Will have had the benefit of
studying English so know if
) ) capable of completing lang/lit.
GCSE English GCSE English Language GCSE English Language Good to switch in Yr10 as more
GCSE English Literature GCSE English Literature time to re-do tasks if necessary.
Good to cover Litin Yr10 if
studies crossover texts as part
of English
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Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12 and 13

Guidance

Benefits

Will have had the benefit of
studying English so know if
capable of completing lang/

Considerations

Good to cover Litin Yr10 if
studies crossover texts as part
of English while fresh in the

GCSE English GCSE English Language GCSE English Literature lit. Also be best 10 start off mind..
with language as confidence
increases
A Level English Litand Will gain foundation in Media | May find the lit/lang course
GCSE English GCSE English GCSE Media Studies Language before attempting A Level more challenging than if had
A Level Media Studies done the double GCSE
, _ A Level English Literature | will gain foundation in all May be a lot to take on the
GCSE Eng||.sh L{anguage GCSE Engh‘sh Lgnguage GCSE Media Studies A Level English Language | subjects before attempting A | double GCSE inYr9
GCSE English Literature GCSE English Literature A Level Media Studies Level
GCSE English GCSE English GCSE Media Studies \E/V“' |h1ve flv\iOdGCSES -one
nglisn-relate
May not wish to study the
double qualification if aren’t
GCSE English Language GCSE English Language EEE Mede Siudies going to pursue it at KS5. Also,

GCSE English Literature

GCSE English Literature

alot to cover in Yr 9 — may
wish to spread lang/lit over the
3 years

GCSE English Language

GCSE English Literature

AS Level English Lit and
Language

May be best to start off with
language in Yr 9 as confidence
increases.

Will have covered a wide range
of texts and spoken lang in
preparation for AS

Why not go on to A2? May
struggle with spoken lang
aspect inYr9

Can be embedded into
curriculum delivery at any
level, with learners taking
the appropriate level of
assessment when ready.

OCR guidance and support
materials will be available
to help with delivery within
different types of English
qualification.

Additional Teaching & Learning
approaches are needed

to ensure learners are fully
prepared for the assessment.

We recommend that this

is included within existing
delivery to ensure relevance
and greater understanding of
transferability of skills, although
FS support materials offer
guidance on a number of
delivery approaches.
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OCR Training

OCR Training offers a comprehensive programme of training events to provide
essential support in the delivery and assessment of the full range of OCR
qualifications.

Fach year, we organise more than 1,500 courses of half or one day’s duration at accessible
locations around the UK, employing trainers who are experts in their field. We can also arrange
for our courses to be delivered in-house and tailored as necessary to meet your needs.

Details of our annual programme are mailed to your centre in June and December each
year and are also available on the OCR website. To supplement this, your centre will receive a
number of other training updates as our training programme develops.

You can now search and book on training events through EventBooker, our new online
booking service.

www.ocr.org.uk
OCR customer contact centre

General qualifications

Telephone 01223 553998

Facsimile 01223552627

Email general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance programme your call may be recorded or monitored.
© OCR 2010 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England.
Registered office 1 Hills Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU. Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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http://www.ocr.org.uk/training
https://www.ocreventbooker.org.uk/ocr/desktopdefault.aspx
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