
OXFORD CAMBRIDGE AND RSA EXAMINATIONS
GCSE

A680/01
ENGLISH / ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Information and Ideas (Foundation Tier)

TUESDAY 29 MAY 2012: Morning
DURATION: 2 hours

plus your additional time allowance

MODIFIED ENLARGED

Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

OCR SUPPLIED MATERIALS:
Reading Booklet Insert (A680/01/RBI – inserted)

OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED:
None

DC (NH) 12MEP06307 63936
© OCR 2012 [K/600/3293]

READ INSTRUCTIONS OVERLEAF

Candidate
forename

Centre
number

Candidate
number

Candidate
surname



2

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Find the Reading Booklet Insert for use with the 
questions in Section A.

• The Insert will be found in the centre of this 
document.

• Write your name, centre number and candidate 
number in the boxes on the first page. Please write 
clearly and in capital letters.

• Use black ink.

• Answer ALL the questions in Section A and ONE 
question in Section B.

• Read each question carefully. Make sure you know 
what you have to do before starting your answer.

• Write your answer to each question in the space 
provided. Additional paper may be used if necessary 
but you must clearly show your candidate number, 
centre number and question number(s).

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the 
end of each question or part question.

• SECTION A is worth 40 marks.

• SECTION B is worth 40 marks.

• The total number of marks for this paper is 80.
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Answer ALL the questions in Section A and ONE question 
in Section B.

SECTION A: NON-FICTION AND MEDIA

You are advised to spend about half your time on Section A.

QUESTION 1

Read carefully “How the UK’s otters have reclaimed the 
urban waterways as their home on” pages 2–3 of the 
Reading Booklet Insert. Then answer Questions 1a, 1b, 
1c and 1d. These questions will be marked for reading.

1 (a) From PARAGRAPH ONE (beginning ‘You’ve heard 
of the urban magpie…’):

  (i) state the reason why otters are moving into 
city centres

 _______________________________________

 _____________________________________ [1]

  (ii) write down the word which shows otters used 
to avoid cities.

 _______________________________________

 _____________________________________ [1]
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 (b) From PARAGRAPH TWO (beginning ‘A survey 
by The Wildlife Trusts Partnership…’), give TWO 
FACTS about major cities which make it surprising 
that otters should live there.

  FACT 1:

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [1]

  FACT 2:

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [1]

 (c) From PARAGRAPH THREE (beginning ‘The 
recovery of the otter…’), give TWO OPINIONS 
spoken by the director-general of The Wildlife 
Trusts Partnership. 

  OPINION 1: 

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [1]

  OPINION 2: 

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [1]
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 (d) Re-read the passage from PARAGRAPH 
FOUR (beginning ‘Three developments have 
coincided…’) TO THE END of the passage (‘…when 
building alongside urban waterways’).

  Using your OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, 
outline what you learn about British otters since 
the 1950s. [14]

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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QUESTION 2

Read carefully ‘Magpies on Trial’ on pages 4–7 of the 
Reading Booklet Insert. Then answer Questions 2a 
and 2b. These questions will be marked for reading.

2 (a) Explain how the following contribute to the effect 
of the magazine article on the reader:

  headings and sub-headings

  photographs and the words printed just below 
them.
[6]

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 (b) How does the article persuade you that magpies 
are ‘Not Guilty!’?

  In your answer, you should write about:

  INFORMATION given in the article

  some of the WORDS and PHRASES used.

  Do NOT write about the headings, sub-headings, 
photographs or words printed just below the 
photographs in your answer. [14]

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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SECTION B: WRITING

You are advised to spend a little under half your time on 
Section B.

Answer one question. Write the number of the question 
you have chosen at the top of your answer.

This answer will be marked for writing. Plan your 
answer and write it carefully.

Leave enough time to check through what you have 
written.

EITHER

3 In Britain people live in different kinds of areas: in 
cities, towns, villages and the countryside.

 Write an article for your local newspaper describing 
what you like and dislike about the area where you 
live. [40]

OR

4 ‘It’s good to be with friends, but it is important to be 
able to be alone sometimes.’

 WRITE YOUR VIEWS. [40]



15

Write here the number of the question you have

chosen 

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content 
that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and 
contact all copyright holders whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the 
issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright 
acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright Acknowledgements 
Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely 
available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live 
examination series.
If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any 
third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct 
its mistake at the earliest possible opportunity.
For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First 
Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 
OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment 
is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate 
(UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.
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