
OXFORD CAMBRIDGE AND RSA EXAMINATIONS
GCSE

A680/02
ENGLISH / ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Information and Ideas (Higher Tier)

TUESDAY 29 MAY 2012: Morning
DURATION: 2 hours

plus your additional time allowance

MODIFIED ENLARGED

Candidates answer on the Question Paper.

OCR SUPPLIED MATERIALS:
Reading Booklet Insert (A680/01/RBI – inserted)
8 page Answer Booklet (sent with general stationery)

OTHER MATERIALS REQUIRED:
None

DC (NH) 12MEP06308 63939
© OCR 2012 [K/600/3293]

READ INSTRUCTIONS OVERLEAF

Candidate
forename

Centre
number

Candidate
number

Candidate
surname



2

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Find the Reading Booklet Insert for use with the 
questions in Section A.

• The Insert will be found in the centre of this 
document.

• Write your name, centre number and candidate 
number in the boxes on the first page. Please write 
clearly and in capital letters.

• Use black ink.

• Answer ALL the questions in Section A and ONE 
question in Section B.

• Write in the margin the number of the question you 
are answering.

• Read each question carefully. Make sure you know 
what you have to do before starting your answer.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the 
end of each question or part question.

• SECTION A is worth 40 marks.

• SECTION B is worth 40 marks.

• The total number of marks for this paper is 80.
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INSTRUCTION TO EXAMS OFFICER / INVIGILATOR

• Do not send this Question Paper for marking; it 
should be retained in the centre or recycled. Please 
contact OCR Copyright should you wish to re-use this 
document.



4

Answer ALL the questions in Section A and ONE question 
in Section B.

SECTION A – NON FICTION AND MEDIA

You are advised to spend about half your time on 
Section A.

Read carefully the two passages “Stretch limos for 
11-year-olds” and “My Child’s Big Fat Birthday Party” 
and then answer questions 1, 2 and 3. The questions 
will be marked for reading.

1 “Stretch limos for 11-year-olds”

 OUTLINE CONCISELY from the article how the parents 
and other adults referred to feel about primary school 
leaving celebrations.

 Use YOUR OWN WORDS as far as possible. [12]

2 “Stretch limos for 11-year-olds”

 The heading of the article suggests that parents 
are wrong to pay for expensive school leaving 
celebrations for 11-year-olds.

 By referring closely to USE OF LANGUAGE and 
PRESENTATION, explore how the article supports 
this view. [14]
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3 “My Child’s Big Fat Birthday Party”

 How does the writer’s USE OF LANGUAGE in this 
article convey his attitude towards the children’s 
parties and towards the adults and children involved 
in them? [14]
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SECTION B – WRITING

You are advised to spend a little under half your time on 
Section B.

Answer EITHER question 4 OR question 5.

This answer will be marked for writing. Plan your 
answer and write it carefully.
Leave enough time to check through what you have 
written.

EITHER

4 ‘Children nowadays are encouraged to grow up too 
fast. The pressures to behave like an adult destroy the 
enjoyment of being a child.’

 What do you think? Write the words of a talk to your 
class giving your views. [40]

OR

5 Write about a celebration you attended which turned 
out to be more enjoyable than expected. [40]
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Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content 
that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and 
contact all copyright holders whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the 
issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright 
acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright Acknowledgements 
Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely 
available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live 
examination series.
If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any 
third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct 
its mistake at the earliest possible opportunity.
For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First 
Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 
OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment 
is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate 
(UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.
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