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Floella Benjamin, the television presenter and producer, moved with her family from Trinidad, in 
the West Indies, to Britain in 1960.  In this passage she describes how she arrived, with her brothers 
and sisters, in England for the first time to meet her mother, Marmie, whom she had not seen for 15 
months.


I skipped out of Southampton docks with my feet not touching the ground. My head felt light with 
excitement. As I dodged out of the way of the crowds of people I began to tell my mother all the 
news, my brothers and sisters also talking at the same time. Marmie looked so happy and smiling, more 
beautiful than I remembered her.


Nothing she said sank in, I was too elated. I hardly noticed anything around me. The first thing that 
registered, though, was the sight and sound of a grey metal train winding its way towards me. It 
travelled on a maze of lines that criss-crossed each other. As it came closer Marmie had to raise her 
voice above the noise to tell us to keep away from the edge as it came to a standstill. Heavy metal doors 
were opened and people clambered out on to the platform. The train was so unlike the smaller wooden 
ones back in Trinidad that I almost didn’t recognise it as one. It stood there hissing and panting on its 
tracks, resting like an animal getting ready to pounce again. A loud distorted voice suddenly spoke and 
the sound nearly made me jump out of my skin. It was the announcer telling us that the train would 
soon be leaving for Waterloo.


We climbed on to the train excitedly and sat on the cushioned seats. Marmie told us we didn’t have to 
clutch on to our luggage and she put our bags up on the racks provided. I felt like a princess, travelling 
in style. We all rushed over to the window as the train pulled out of the station. As it started to build 
up speed, the noise got louder and louder and we could hardly hear ourselves speak. All four of us had 
fought to get to the window seat but Marmie said we could each sit by a window in the small carriage. 
I gazed out breathlessly and tried to take in all the new sights.


The grass was so green, and so many different shades. The cows and the sheep looked like toys in the 
open fields. Some of the trees looked like the ones I had seen on Christmas cards. I felt as if I was in 
heaven. I looked over at Marmie, rushed to her and hugged her. I was so happy I could have cried.


The journey took nearly two hours and as we neared London the scenery changed dramatically. Rows 
and rows of red brick buildings with black slate roofs and smoking chimneys dominated the skyline. 
I had never imagined anything quite like this. The houses had such a cold, lifeless look about them, 
not like the colourful, attractive ones I had left behind in Trinidad. But the sight of Waterloo Station, 
standing majestically with its numbered platforms stretching into the distance, convinced me that I was 
truly in England, the land I had loved from afar.


We finally stopped and carefully climbed down from the high carriage. I thought I would fall down 
the gap between the platform and the train and was relieved to find solid ground beneath my feet. We 
gathered up our luggage and wandered into the cathedral-like booking hall. There were swarms of 
people. They came from everywhere, marching like ants, briskly and purposely. They all had on such 
dull, drab colours: black, navy and grey, as if they were going to a funeral, whereas we were wearing 
brightly coloured clothes.


(Source: Floella Benjamin, Coming to England, Puffin, 1997)
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*N36540A0216*

SECTION A: UNPREPARED NON-FICTION

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. Read the extract from Coming to England by Floella Benjamin.

 How does the writer try to make the reader share her excitement as a child on arriving in 
England for the first time?

 You should write about:
 • the ways in which she behaved
 • the sights and sounds she found new and surprising
 • her first impressions of London, its buildings and people
 • the use of language, particularly showing the viewpoint of a child.

 Support your answer with examples from the text.

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)

Write your answer to Section A here:
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 25 MARKS

Section 
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. You have a friend or relative, living in another country, who is thinking of coming to your 
area to work or study.

 Write a letter to this person giving advice on living in your area.

 You could write about:
 • job prospects and/or educational opportunities
 • weather
 • food
 • leisure and shopping facilities
 • anything else you think is important.

OR

3. “Boys and girls should go to separate schools. They would behave better and would get 
better examination results.”

 Argue either for or against this point of view.  Give your reasons fully.

(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate

your new question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 Question 3

Write your answer to Section B here:
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. “Which are the best ways to travel?”

 Write an article for a family magazine commenting on the forms of transport you prefer, 
giving reasons for your choices.

OR

5. Imagine that you have to leave home in a hurry, and are able to take only a few special 
and easily carried things with you.

 Write about what you would take and comment fully on the reasons for your choices.

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate

your new question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4 Question 5

Write your answer to Section C here:
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 TOTAL FOR PAPER: 75 MARKS

END
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(Total 25 marks)
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