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Frank McCourt writes about his first lesson as a new teacher in a New York school in the 1950s.


The problem of the sandwich started when a boy named Petey called out, “Anyone wan’ a ¹baloney 
sandwich?”
  “You kiddin’?  Your mom must hate you, givin’ you sandwiches like that.”
 Petey threw his brown-paper sandwich bag at the critic, Andy, and the class cheered. “Fight, 
fight,” they said, “Fight, fight.” The bag landed on the floor between the blackboard and Andy’s front-
row desk.
 I came from behind my desk and made the first sound of my teaching career: “Hey.” Four 
years of higher education at New York University and all I could think of was “Hey.”
 I said it again. “Hey.”
 They ignored me. They were busy promoting the fight that would kill time and divert me 
from any lesson I might be planning. I moved toward Petey and made my first teacher statement, “Stop 
throwing sandwiches.” Petey and the class looked startled. This teacher, new teacher, just stopped a 
good fight. New teachers are supposed to mind their own business or send for the ²principal and every-
one knows it’s years before they come.
 The class laughed. There’s nothing sillier in the world than a teacher telling you don’t do it 
after you already did it. One boy covered his mouth and said, “Stoopid,” and I knew he was referring 
to me. I wanted to knock him out of his seat, but that would have been the end of my teaching career. 
Besides, the hand that covered his mouth was huge, and his desk was too small for his body.
 Professors of education at New York University talked about theories and philosophies of 
education. They never lectured on how to handle flying-sandwich situations. 
 Should I say, “Hey, Petey, get up here and pick up that sandwich, or else?” Should I pick 
it up myself and throw it into the wastepaper basket to show my contempt for people who throw 
sandwiches while millions starve all over the world?
 They had to recognize I was the boss, that I was tough.
 The sandwich, in wax paper, lay halfway out of the bag and the aroma told me there was 
more to this than baloney. I picked it up and slid it from its wrapping. It was not any ordinary sandwich 
where meat is slapped between slices of tasteless white American bread. This bread was dark and thick, 
baked by an Italian mother, bread firm enough to hold slices of a rich baloney, layered with slices of 
tomato, onions and pepper, drizzled with olive oil and charged with a tongue-dazzling relish.
 I ate the sandwich.
 It was my first act of classroom management. They gawked up at me, thirty-four boys and 
girls, average age sixteen. I could see the admiration in their eyes, first teacher in their lives to pick up 
a sandwich from the floor and eat it in full view.
 I licked my fingers. I said “Yum,” made a ball of paper bag and wax paper and flipped it into 
the trash basket. The class cheered. “Wow,” they said and “Yo, baby,” and “M-a-a-a-n. Look at dat. He 
eats the sandwich. He hits the basket. Wow.”
 So this is teaching? Yeah, wow. I felt like a champion. I ate the sandwich. I hit the basket. I 
felt I could do anything with this class. Fine, except I didn’t know what to do next. I was there to teach, 
and wondered how I should move from a sandwich situation to spelling or grammar or the structure of 
a paragraph or anything related to the subject I was supposed to teach, English.
 My students smiled till they saw the principal’s face framed in the door window. I didn’t 
know what to do next. He opened the door and beckoned me out. “A word, Mr. McCourt?”


Glossary:
¹baloney an American version of an Italian sausage
²principal head teacher


(Source: Frank McCourt, Teacher Man, Harper Perennial, 2006)   
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*M30255A0216*

SECTION A: UNPREPARED NON-FICTION

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. Read the extract from Teacher Man. How does the writer make his account of his 
experiences on his first day as a newly qualified teacher in a New York high school 
entertaining for the reader?

 You should write about:
 • the challenges he faces 
 • the behaviour of the students and their expectations
 • what he does and the results of his actions
 • the use of language.

 Support your answer with examples from the text.

Write your answer to Section A here:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)
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(Section A continued) _________________________________________________________
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. What advice would you give to a teacher facing his or her first lesson with a class of 
British sixteen year olds?

 You could write about anything you think is important, but could include comment on 
some or all of the following:

 • how to obtain and hold the class’s attention
 • manner and tone
 • lesson organisation and content
 • class management
 • clothes. 

OR

3. A newspaper article has argued that the London Olympics are a waste of money, which 
could be spent on more useful projects helping more people in all areas of Britain.

 Write a letter to the newspaper, arguing either for or against this idea.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (    ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2         Question 3

Write your answer to Section B here:
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(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. Write about a lesson which you found enjoyable, analysing those features which made it 
memorable.

OR

5. ‘British teenagers are unhappy, unhealthy and badly educated.’

 Comment on whether you agree or disagree with this viewpoint.

 You could write about some or all of the following topics:
 • problems of drugs and alcohol
 • teenage pregnancies
 • crime
 • examination stresses
 • fast food 
 • any other aspects you think are important.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (    ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4         Question 5

Write your answer to Section C here:
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(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)
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