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In this newspaper article, Anita Sethi looks back on her childhood experiences as a devoted fan of Take 
That, the biggest boy band of the 1990s.


I spent as many as 2,000 hours of my childhood outside Take That’s houses, travelled 18,000 miles to 
see them, went to 15 concerts, and poured away so much of my hard-earned wages from the chemist 
down the road that I would rather not recall. When they finally split up I shed 15 gallons of tears. 
As far as Take That are concerned, I was there and had the T-shirt. Six T-shirts no less, and the scarf, 
stickers, cushion, dolls, board game, mugs, watch, pencil case, pendant, limited edition pocket-size 
action movie.


Why oh why did I love them? I have difficulty answering this question. It couldn’t have been the music, 
there were only a handful of their songs I liked. Perhaps the way they professed to love their fans, their 
personalisation (Funny One, Cute One, Deep One etc), and the details about them in magazines/TV 
shows, made you sure, so sure, in your 11-year-old soul, that you knew them. And crucially, the fact 
that they lived in my hometown made that possibility much more achievable.


The more I tried to escape the obsession, the more fiercely it took root. The walls and ceiling of my 
bedroom vanished beneath five grinning faces. I was soon glued to the television watching the Take 
That and Party video until it chewed itself up. My 11-year-old mind became addicted, glued to my 
Walkman in class and intent on nothing but meeting these five stars in the flesh.


Here, I must apologise. Mrs Kellett, my year nine form teacher, dear Mrs Kellett, I confess: those days 
I failed to attend school, I did not in fact have a “high temperature”, as Vanessa wrote on my sick notes 
with her grown-up handwriting. Instead I had been struck down by a fever of a different kind, an illness 
which compelled me to wait outside the houses of Mark, Jason, Gary and Howard, the band members, 
all day in deep mid-winter, to frequent Manchester airport when their planes were touching down, to 
camp overnight on rain-soaked streets for front-row tickets.


A sad groupie? Pah! Not me. The band and I were on first name terms. “Anita, not you again,” sighed 
Mark Owen one day when he saw me standing, nay quivering, outside his flat, high on a snowy hill in 
Todmordon. What an amazing occasion - that day, aged 13, I was elevated from a fan to a friend. He 
knew my name! I was part of their party! 


To meet Robbie you had to go to Stoke-on-Trent, and risk him throwing buckets of water on fans, 
swearing at them and other such unimaginable horrors. “Do me a favour, babe,” grimaced Robbie one 
fine day as I melted into the pavement. “Get yourself home safely now.”


Oh my God, “Rob” called me a babe! Could it have been my sparkly silver eyeshadow from Superdrug, 
now smudged across my face, or perhaps my favourite £6.99 green leggings, or the two highlights in my 
hair, meant to be a sophisticated deep maroon colour but somehow washed to a frizzed out ginga?


The world of a groupie is indeed a sad one. It takes place in airport lounges, hotel lobbies, football 
sidelines, deserted city centre streets at four in the morning long after the concert is over, your head still 
hurting from all the screaming. It is the life of an outsider standing in the dark, looking into brightly lit 
rooms.


I would never recommend such behaviour. There is now a hole in my head where Pythagoras’s theorem 
should be; instead the band’s birthdates are branded on to my brain. I am pleased to report, however, 
that this period of madness didn’t extend far past 1996 - thank you, Take That, for splitting up before 
my GCSEs.


(Source: Anita Sethi, ‘I was a teenage Take That groupie’, Guardian Newspapers, Tuesday 6 December, 2005)
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*M30941A0216*

SECTION A: UNPREPARED NON-FICTION

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. Read the article ‘I was a teenage Take That groupie’. How does the writer create a vivid 
picture of her experience of being a devoted fan of the band ‘Take That’ in the 1990s? 

 You should write about:

 • the things it made her do
 • the ways in which she now feels puzzled and unhappy about her behaviour
 • the highs and lows of being a fan
 • the use of language, particularly to show how her life was dominated by the band.

 Support your answer with examples from the text.

 (Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)
 
Write your answer to Section A here:
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(Section A continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________



Leave 
blank

5

Turn over*M30941A0516*

(Section A continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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A

(Total 25 marks)



Leave 
blank

6

*M30941A0616*

SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. Parents and adults often have difficulty understanding the way that teenagers behave.

 Write an article for a magazine, persuading them that teenagers are misunderstood.

OR

3. Your class is holding a debate on the subject “School uniform should be abolished”.

 Write the text of a speech to be given in your class either in favour of or against this                    
idea.

 In your speech you could comment on some or all of the following points:

 • the cost of school uniform
 • image
 • whether uniform makes all students seem equal
 • personal freedom and expression
 • school/college pride.

 (Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (    ).

Chosen Question Number:          Question 2          Question 3

Write your answer to Section B here:
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. What are the highs and lows of being a fan?

 Analyse the pleasures and pains of having a passionate interest, for instance in sport or 
music or fashion. 

 You could write about the impact of this on some or all of the following aspects:

 • school work
 • home life
 • friends
 • moods.

OR

5. Write a detailed review of a book, film, gig or concert that you enjoyed.  

 Comment on it fully, covering its good and bad points.

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate 

your new question with a cross (    ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4 Question 5

Write your answer to Section C here:
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