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The game, Grand Theft Auto, is rated 18; the player is 6. This will be a tng of the past if the Byron
review advocates statutory certification and consoles lock children out of violent games.

Not al

gaming is bad -

it can be as engrossing
as a novel or chess

Nigel Kendall
Times games reviewer

If there was a time when the
market for video games in this
country truly came of age, it was
the run-up to last Christmas.
Spurred on by the launch of three
new home consoles in the space of
12 months, sales of video game titles
hit £332.6 million in the final
quarter of lasi year, up 19 per cent
by volume and 36 per cent by
revenue from the year before,
according to figures released by the
industry body ' ELSPA.

Over the full year, 78 million
video games were sold in Britain.
So who is playing them all?

The *Byron review comes at a
time when more families than ever
are playing video games, thanks
largely to the motion-sensitive
Nintendo Wii console, which allows
players to mimic the movements of
real sport. For the first time since
Space Invaders arrived in arcades
30 years ago, gaming is becoming a
social and sociable activity. The Wii

excels at on-screen sports such as
table tennis and golf, and the
reason for its popularity with both
parents and children is that it
brings the fun back into playing.
Playing it is enjoyable and watching
someone else flailing around with a
remote controller is hilarious.

Yet the Wii is technically a
primitive machine compared with
its competitors, the Microsoft Xbox
360 and Sony PlayStation 3 (PS3).
These two consoles, dubbed
“next-generation” because they can
display high-definition images on
modern flat screen televisions,
retain an undeniably masculine
bias. These are the gorillas of
gaming and many of the games are
designed to get players beating their
chests in an artificial world, to the
exclusion of the real one.

Many of the early releases for
these consoles were squarely aimed
at young males, with a heavy
emphasis on shooting, driving and
sports. Both consoles are also
capable of connecting to the
internet, opening up the possibility
of playing against hundreds of
opponents online. It is this aspect of

gaming, and the perceived target
market, that has caused the most
concern.

If, as expected, the Byron review
comes out in favour of ’statutory
certification, one option open to the
makers of the consoles is to make
the parental lock feature (currently
installed as an option) the default
setting. Adults would then need to
key in a secret code to play the
game of their choice.

But to label all gaming as “bad” is
to do the industry a disservice. As
_with novels, films and internet
websites, there are good and bad
games, and the process of
becoming engrossed in a well-told
story is similar, whether it unfolds
digitally or on the pages of a book.
Many games, notably the
77-million-selling Japanese Final
Fantasy series, tap into the market
for modern myth, marrying
storylines and are as satisfying to
play — and as demanding — as
chess.

Faced with the success of the Wii,
Sony and Microsoft have recently
changed marketing tack to get
themselves out of the spare room
and into the living room,
repositioning themselves as home
entertainment hubs.

Both machines can play DVDs.
The Sony PS3 also plays
high-definition Blu-ray discs and
comes with a built-in hard drive
that can be used to store photos,
videos, music or content
downloaded from the internet via
the built-in wi-fi capability.

1. ELSPA Entertainment and Leisure Software Publishers Association

2. Byron review areview set up by the government to look at the effects of computer and video
games on young people

3. statutory certification a legal requirement to have a certificate showing the intended age for games
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Ratings Info Centre Games Info Centre Advice Centre Contacts and Links

Welcome to Askaboutgames.com. This site is
intended to try to answer any questions parents
and players may have about age ratings that
apply to computer and video games. We also
detail some advice on how to play games
responsibly, by taking regular breaks and so on.

"In 2004, 827
computer and video
games were published
in the UK - only 17
received a BBFC 18

rating"
Games are played by people of all ages and not
just children and are now a mainstream activity, " .
just like music and films. Games are played by One in four
people of all ages, so it is likely that either you, British women
a member of your family, some of your friends, play games
or your work colleagues, play computer games regularly”

regularly.

That is why every game published in the UK
has an age rating clearly displayed on the
packaging — to help ensure that the right
games are enjoyed by the right players. This
site is sponsored by the games companies
which publish games in the UK — who are as
keen as any parent to ensure only suitable
games fall into the hands of children and young
people.

If you have a question about age ratings or
safe playing tips, want to find out about ways
to avoid counterfeit products or might be
interested in career opportunities within the
games industry, then Askaboutgames is here to
help.

To see an example of a typical game for

a specific age rating, please click on the
appropriate symbol.

371218

- . . This site is owned and maintained by Elspa and is supported El ,
Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy by the following governing bodies for the gaming industry: it fke Nl _f‘ Eé(.
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SECTION A: UNSEEN MEDIA

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. Read the newspaper article from The Times and the welcome page from the website
askaboutgames.com.

How does each text present the issues and concerns that have been expressed about young
people’s use of computer games?

You should comment on the following:

* the content of the article and the webpage

® the use of language

® design features, including layout and photographs
* any other aspects which you think are relevant.

Support your answer with examples from both texts.

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)

Leave )
blank

Write your answer to Section A here:
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(Section A continued)
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blank
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(Section A continued)

Leave )
blank
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(Section A continued)
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(Total 25 marks)
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A
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 25 MARKS
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. “Despite the potential dangers, the educational and social lives of young people have been
changed greatly for the better by computer technology.”

Write an article for a newspaper or magazine, arguing for or against this view.
OR

3. One of your elderly relatives is fond of saying that young people today are less well
educated than in the past.

Write a letter to persuade your relative that this view of the young is quite wrong.

(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ¢ and then indicate
your new question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 [ Question 3 [

Write your answer to Section B here:
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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blank
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(Section B continued)

Section
B

(Total 25 marks) |

TOTAL FOR SECTION B: 25 MARKS

Turn over
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. “I like the idea of being able to use my mobile phone anywhere and any time I want to.”
“Can we never escape from people speaking loudly on their mobile phones?”
Analyse the impact of mobile phones on our lives.
OR

5. Write a magazine article commenting on what you see as the most important recent trends
for young people in either music or fashion.

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ¢ and then indicate
your new question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4 [] Question 5 []

Write your answer to Section C here:
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(Section C continued)

(Total 25 marks)
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TOTAL FOR PAPER: 75 MARKS
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