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Hello, 
Thank you for logging on to the Modbury plastic bag free website.


On May 1st 2007, Modbury hit the international headlines as being the first UK town to turn 
its back on plastic shopping bags. 
All of the Modbury traders stopped issuing plastic bags and started selling reuseable and 
biodegradable bags instead.
In Modbury it’s not just carrier bags, it’s all shopping bags. 


The Modbury deal is: If a trader puts any product into a 
bag for a customer, then that bag is not to be made from 
plastic.
Now we are working at reducing our plastic packaging in 
other ways.


We can’t really stop the prepackaged items that come into the town, but we can certainly 
stop what packaging we as traders use and hand out.


This campaign is something any community can do, all you 
have to do is work together to achieve it.


If all of us can do it, so can you!


Every community is different, and your community and 
traders will be different to the ones found here, so there is 
no such thing as a Modbury blueprint. However we hope 
that the information we have supplied will inspire and 
help you.
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plasticbagfree Hebden Bridge – a reality?  
Free Window Stickers for all participating shops! 


We have been in contact with ‘We are what we do’ who have some very groovy 
‘Plastic Aint My Bag’ window stickers to see if we can buy any off them to give to 
our traders and they are getting back to us. They would also like to show photos 
of our pbf traders on their website. We are part of a national campaign now (and 
international...)!


The most up-to-date info we have is that there are 59 shops now plasticbagfree, 
17 that offer a cotton/paper/corn starch alternative to their plastic bags and 27 who 
are still giving out free new plastic bags for a variety of reasons...  


Could we draw your attention to the fantastically informative Modbury website that 
may be able to change the minds of those who are not yet convinced? 


But the most significant shift must be the changes in the Hebden Bridge shopper... 
it may not be scientific or quantifiable... but don’t you think Hebden Bridge shoppers 
have changed their shopping habits?!  Everywhere you go you can witness how they 
have embraced the initiative and are going shopping prepared with their own bags. 
Hurray!


We hope that all traders in the town will benefit commercially from the raised profile 
of the town! 


 


“I don’t want a plastic 
bag thank you, I’ve got 
my own bag here”


Modbury, Devon


The traders in Modbury, Devon, 
were the pioneers of plastic bag 
free.


Message in the 
waves


This powerful BBC documentary 
has triggered a strong desire to 
reduce the environmental impact 
of our waste. Plastic carrier bags 
are really only part of the story, 
but they are an item that you the 
consumer can easily take out 
of the waste stream by simply 
using an alternative.
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“I don’t want a plastic 
bag thank you, I’ve got 
my own bag here”


Modbury, Devon


The traders in Modbury, Devon, 
were the pioneers of plastic bag 
free.


Message in the 
waves


This powerful BBC documentary 
has triggered a strong desire to 
reduce the environmental impact 
of our waste. Plastic carrier bags 
are really only part of the story, 
but they are an item that you the 
consumer can easily take out 
of the waste stream by simply 
using an alternative.


On 1st September 2007 the majority of Hebden Bridge traders stopped 
issuing new plastic bags when goods are purchased. In an attempt to 
reduce household waste and environmental pollution we are encouraging all 
Hebden Bridge shoppers to bring their own shopping bags.


For those shoppers who forget to bring a bag there will be an alternative. 
These bags have the properties of a “plastic” carrier bag, but have the 
following advantages:


• plant starch based 


• home compostable BUT they will cost shoppers 5p!


We are urging residents to use any remaining plastic bags to sort their 
recycling for Kerbside recycling collection. And recycle ALL your plastic at 
EKKO by the ATC on the canal tow path. 


We feel passionate about making a real contribution towards reducing the 
level of plastic entering our soils and waterways. We want to take a small 
but significant step towards preserving the beautiful environment we live in 
and the world at large. 


We hope you will support and join us. 


SO, WE ARE SAYING... 


• YES TO PAPER
• YES TO CORN STARCH
• YES TO RECYCLED PLASTIC BAGS
• AND YES YES YES TO ALL REUSABLE SHOPPING BAGS AND TROLLEYS! 


Bag Ladies 
Mission 
Statement 
The bag ladies is a not for 
profit community group that 
exists in order to assist the 
traders of Hebden Bridge in 
finding a practical alternative to 
plastic bags that damage the 
environment and contribute to 
climate change. The vision is 
for a plasticbagfree Hebden 
Bridge. 
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SECTION A: UNSEEN MEDIA

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. Read Welcome to Modbury and plasticbagfree Hebden Bridge – a reality?.

 How do these two pages try to persuade readers to stop using plastic bags?

 You should comment on the following:

	 •	 the content of the pages 
	 •	 the use of language
	 • design features, including layout and photographs
	 • any other aspects which you think are relevant.

 Support your answer with examples from the texts.

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)

Write your answer to Section A here:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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(Section A continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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(Section A continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________
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(Section A continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 25 MARKS

Section 
A

(Total 25 marks)
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. You are concerned about the increasing amounts of litter in your school or college, both 
indoors and outdoors.

 Write the script of a talk to give to your school or college council, to persuade them to 
tackle this problem.

OR

3. Many accidents are caused by young drivers. Do you agree with raising the minimum age 
for learning to drive to twenty-one?

 Write a letter to a newspaper arguing either for or against raising the minimum age for 
driving to twenty-one.

(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate 

your new question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 Question 3

Write your answer to Section B here:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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(Section B continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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(Section B continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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(Section B continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________
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TOTAL FOR SECTION B: 25 MARKS

Section 
B

(Total 25 marks)
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. You are a member of the judging panel for a local radio talent competition for musicians 
(eg singers, instrumentalists or bands).

 Write a report for your fellow judges in advance of the competition, analysing the qualities 
and skills the judges should be looking for in choosing a winner.

OR

5. Your local council has decided to create a children’s play area and a skate park near your 
home. 

 Write a letter to the council, commenting on why you think this would or would not be a 
good idea. 

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate 

your new question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4 Question 5

Write your answer to Section C here:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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(Section C continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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(Section C continued)  ________________________________________________________
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(Section C continued)  ________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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TOTAL FOR SECTION C: 25 MARKS

 TOTAL FOR PAPER: 75 MARKS

END

Section 
C

(Total 25 marks)
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