GCSE English
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Romeo and Juliet
Higher Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper,
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at
www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Extract taken from Act 5, Scene 3.
Romeo: Live and be prosperous — and farewell, good fellow.

Balthasar: (Aside) For all this same, I'll hide me hereabout.
His looks, | fear, and his intents | doubt.

ROMEQ opens the tomb.

Romeo: Thou detestable maw! - Thou womb of death! -
Gorged with the dearest morsel of the earth! -
Thus | enforce thy rotten jaws to open,
And in despite I'll cram thee with more food.

Paris: (Aside) This is that banished haughty Montague
That murdered my love's cousin, with which grief
Itis supposéd the fair creature died -
And here is come to do some villainous shame
To the dead bodies. | will apprehend him!

He comes forward to challenge ROMEO.

Stop thy unhallowed toil, vile Montague!

Can vengeance be pursued further than death?
Condemnéd villain, | do apprehend thee!

Obey, and go with me, for thou must die.

Romeo: I must indeed - and therefore came | hither.
Good gentle youth, tempt not a desperate man.
Fly hence and leave me. Think upon these gone -
Let them affright thee. | beseech thee, youth,
Put not another sin upon my head
By urging me to fury. O, be gone!
By heaven, | love thee better than myself
For | come hither armed against myself.
Stay not, be gone! Live - and hereafter say
A madman’s mercy bid thee run away.

Paris: | do defy thy conjurations
And apprehend thee for a felon here!

Romeo: Wilt thou provoke me? Then have at thee, boy!

They fight.
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Question part (a)

(@) Explain how Shakespeare presents the character of Romeo in the extract.

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(7)

Script 1 response to part a)

Band 3 — 6 marks
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Examiner summary:

The response beging with two- intertwined pointy: ‘imaginative’
and ‘cragy’. Bothvowe valid and supported witiv reference to-the
extract. The candidate understands what Romeo- is saying ands
what it might tell us about his chawacter. The response thew states
‘no-hatred towawds Powis’ which is questioned and explored,
showing understanding and some perception.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:
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3 6-7

To achieve a higher mark:

e Perceptive understanding of the character.
¢ Discriminating reference to the extract to support
response.

This response is in the top band and as such shows some perceptive
understanding of character with discriminating reference. This is
particularly shown in the second page discussing Romeo’s relationship
with Paris, as seen in the extract. Full marks could be achieved by
sustaining this analysis throughout the full answer.

Script 2 response to part a)

Band 3 - 7 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate beging withv v valid point about Romeo- being
‘kind’ and shows perceptive understanding in discussing his
words to-Balthagow. The second pawragraph containg aw nuunlber of
valid pointy, all of which awe supported with discriminating
reference to-the extract: ‘demanding’, ‘fury’, ‘authority’ and
‘confident to- disobey’. The candidate makes further reference to-
Romeo’y chawacter: ‘move passionate, ‘agitated, and ‘more
expressive’ and these ave also- supported. There iy avperceptive
understonding of the differences withinv Romeo’s chawacter as
seenv within this extract.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

Perceptive understanding of the character.
e Discriminating reference to the extract to support

3 6-7
response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This answer has achieve maximum marks
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Examiner summary:

This response obens with o perceptive first paragraph: ‘even thoughv
Romeo’s mind iy inv v dowk point’ he is st capable of being
friendly. Reference to-‘dark imagery’ supporty the point that
Romeo iy v v ‘dark place . Pointy about Romeo- being desperate
and wanting to-be left alone ave well-supported; as are the
comumenty about Romeo- wanting to- kil himself and not wanting
to- hauwt Paris.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

o Perceptive understanding of the character.
» Discriminating reference to the extract to support

3 6-7
response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This response has achieved maximum marks



Question part (b)

Script 1 response to part b)

‘p) When_ Roreo S

(b) Using your understanding of the extract, explain how the following lines might be
performed.

(7)

Romeo  Stay not, be gone! Live - and hereafter say

A madman's mercy bid thee run away.

Paris | do defy thy conjurations

And apprehend thee for a felon here!
Romeo

They fight

Wilt thou provoke me? Then have at thee, boy!
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Examiner summary:

The candidate explaing that Romeo- shouty because he iy
‘desperate for Pawis to-leave’. The movement towawds Poris is fully
explained. The candidate indicates Romeo’s change in posture as
he says then hawve it at thee, boy!’. Perception iy shown by ‘does not
cave. The raising of the weapow iy explained by reference to-the
situation. A pawticdowr strengiiv of this response iy invthe reasons
givew for the performance features described. Overall, this
perceptive response is worthy of maxinmuum mauwks.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of effectiveness of performance
techniques.
e Discriminating reference to the lines from extract to

3 6-7
support response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This answer has achieved maximum marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate has, invthe limited time ovailable; given o full
and perceptive answer. Many aspecty of performance are included:
‘pushing’, ‘gety louder’, ‘point’, ‘pleading’ and ‘worried’; Pavis
says I v v low deep tone’ and ‘avm the swordr; He ‘will shout this
withy o angry expression onw hig face’ and s ‘trying to-provoke’;
Romeo- ‘snickers and iy scornful, thew angry. AW of these valid
points, supported with textual references and explanations; show

perceptive understanding.
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

* Perceptive understanding of effectiveness of performance
techniques.

¢ Discriminating reference to the lines from extract to
support response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This response has achieve maximum marks
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Examiner summary:

This is v perceptive response: The candidate offers comments ovw
Romeo’s actions: being very sevious; his gestures and expressions
(‘lower his arms’, ‘move towards Paris’, ‘smiling’ and ‘looking into-
Pawis’ eyes’) ave all explained and supported. The point about
‘giving Pawris excuses to-leave’ demonstrates perceptive
wnderstanding, as does Paris pushing Romeo- away because ‘he
blames him for Juliet’s deativ. Romeo- registers shock thew anger.



The point that ‘He sayy Doy’ to-try and manipulate Poris is valids
and showy perceptio.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of effectiveness of performance
techniques.

e Discriminating reference to the lines from extract to
support response.

3 6-7

To achieve a higher mark:

This response has achieved maximum marks



Question part (c)

() In the extract, we see violence,

Explore the significance of violence in one other part of the play.
(10)

Script 1 response to part c) Valid reference

to one other part

Band 2 — 4 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate hay identified aw appropriate other pawt of the
play. Pointy about the motivation for the violence (‘revenge’) and
Romeo’s chowracter (‘immatuwre’) awe valid as the link to-the
significance of this event * it resulted in Romeo-being banished .

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

¢ Thorough understanding of theme and its importance
+ Sustained reference to one other part of the play to

2 4-7
support response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This response has only just provided enough understanding of the
significance of the theme to move into Band 2. The response needs to
give more effects of the chosen event and more analysis of their
significance to move comfortably into ‘thorough understanding’



Script 2 response to part c)

Band 3 — 8 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate selecty anv appropriate other part of the plavy to-
discuss the theme of violence. The second paragraph iy a cleawr
statement of the theme’'s significance: ‘one deativcawv lead to-ov

series of others. The third paragraph deals with the chaiv of
eventsy, their cauuse and effect, which iy valid in terms of the

significance of the selected event, but limity the perceptiveness of
the response. The comment onvRomeo-being ‘hot -headed ‘ showy
o understonding of his chawacter flow and the candidate also-
shows some perceptive appreciation of Romeo’s friendship withv

Mercutio. Overall the response just edges into-Band 3.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

‘ ‘ + Perceptive understanding of theme and its importance
3 8-10

support response.
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Explanation
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significance
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event within
the play

* Discriminating reference to one other part of the play to

To achieve a higher mark:

The response shows just enough perceptive understanding and

discriminating reference to edge into Band 3. However, to achieve a mark

higher in the band the response needs to show more perceptive

interpretation of the selected event in the play along with interpretations

of characters, as noted in the examiner summary.
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Band 3 — 10 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate chooses an appropriate other pawrt of the play.

There iy o perceptive understanding of the significance not only
because this ‘changes Romeo’s chawacter’ but due to-the caunse
and future effect of these changes (‘gety violent’, ‘leading to-deativ
at the end of the play’, ‘causing him to-go-cragy’) and in
demonstrating Romeo’s violent side to-the audience:

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

» Perceptive understanding of theme and its importance
* Discriminating reference to one other part of the play to

3 8-10
support response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This answer has achieved maximum marks



