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Of Mice and Men
Higher Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper,
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at
www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Extract taken from Section 3.

‘Well, | can’t stand him in here, said Carlson. ‘That stink hangs around even after he’s
gone! He walked over with his heavy-legged stride and looked down at the dog. ‘Got no
teeth, he said. 'He’s all stiff with rheumatism. He ain't no good to you, Candy. An"he ain't
no good to himself. Why'n't you shoot him, Candy?’

The old man squirmed uncomfortably. ‘Well - hell! I had him so long. Had him since he
was a pup. | herded sheep with him! He said proudly, "You wouldn't think it to look at
him now, but he was the best damn sheep dog | ever seen!

George said, 'l seen a guy in Weed that had an Airedale could herd sheep. Learned it
from the other dogs!

Carlson was not to be put off. ‘Look, Candy. This ol’ dog jus’suffers hisself all the time. If
you was to take him out and shoot him right in the back of the head —"he leaned over
and pointed, - right there, why he'd never know what hit him!

Candy looked about unhappily. ‘No, he said softly. ‘No, | couldn’t do that. | had‘im too
long!

‘He don't have no fun, Carlson insisted. ‘And he stinks to beat hell. Tell you what. I'll
shoot him for you. Then it won't be you that does it!

Candy threw his legs off his bunk. He scratched the white stubble whiskers on his cheek
nervously. ‘I'm so used to him, he said softly. ‘I had him from a pup!

‘Well, you ain't bein"kind to him keepin” him alive, said Carlson. "Look, Slim’s bitch got a
litter right now. | bet Slim would give you one of them pups to raise up, wouldn't you,
Slim?’

The skinner had been studying the old dog with his calm eyes. ‘Yeah, he said. ‘You can
have a pup if you want to! He seemed to shake himself free for speech.

‘Carl's right, Candy. That dog ain't no good to himself. | wisht somebody'd shoot me if |
got old an’a cripple!’

Candy looked helplessly at him, for Slim's opinions were law. ‘Maybe itd hurt him, he
suggested. ‘I don't mind takin’ care of him!




Part (a)

(a) Explain how the writer presents the character of Carlson in the extract.

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.

Script 1 response to part a)

Band 1 — 1 mark
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Examiner Summary:

The pointy that Carlson is ‘cruel’,” meonw and just wanty to- shoot
the dog’ lack development; Cawlsow iy ‘rasv and ‘reckless’, but
there iy nothing to- suggest that his desive to-kill the dog is
suddev.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

¢ Generally sound or sound understanding of the character.

1 1-2
e C(lear reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This response needs to make more valid points about the character in the
extract and fully develop and support the points made.
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explanation

Band 3 — 6 marks
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Examiner summary:

The perceptive pointy about Carlson: persistent’, has a ‘sensitive
side’ and ‘humane’ ave supported at some lengiiv; less iy made of
the observations that Carlsow iy v ‘big persow and ‘heavy’..

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of the character.
3 6-7 e Discriminating reference to the extract to support
response.




To achieve a higher mark:

This is a top band response and as such shows a perceptive
understanding of the character. To achieve maximum marks, the
response could develop more fully the points made about Carlson’s
character, such as those noted in the examiner summary.
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Script 3 response to part a) to context
are not
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Examiner Summary:

The observation that Carlsow iy ‘trong’ iy perceplive, referencing
Carlson's behowiowr and the reactions of the other men. This point
is supported at some length. ‘Not cruel and ‘doing what is
necessawy’ awe also-valid, well supporvted; perceptive observations.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of the character.

e Discriminating reference to the extract to support

3 6-7
response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This response has achieved maximum marks.



Part (b)

(b) Comment on how language is used to present Candy’s feelings in the extract.

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.

Script 1 response to part b)

Band 2 — 4 marks
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Examiner Summary:

Quotations relating to-Candy’s discomfort awe relevant:

‘uncomfortably’,

‘nervously’, ‘unhappily’. ‘Helplessly’ iy also-

relevant, inv showing how Candy looks to-Slim.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

2 3-5

Thorough understanding of how the writer uses language to
present ideas to the reader.
Sustained reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This response is thorough but could be more perceptive and assured in

the comments made about the language.
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Script 2 response to part b) supported
point with

Band 2 — 5 marks explanation
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point with
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Examiner Summary:

This response focuses on vocabulary: ‘uncomfortably’, ‘nervously’
and ‘helplessly’. These ave discussed thoroughly and supported
with sustoined evidence from the extract..

Band this answer achieve in the mark scheme:

e Thorough understanding of how the writer uses language to
2 3-5 present ideas to the reader.
e Sustained reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark:

The response is very thorough in its discussions of the vocabulary
choices, but the points are fairly literal and so fall short of perceptive and
band 5.



Script 3 response to part b)

Band 3 — 7 marks
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Examiner Summary:

References to-the use of language are perceptive e.g. the discussion
of ‘softly’ indicating Candy losing hope and ‘helplessly’ revealing
the deptivof Candy’s feelings about his dog. AW points awe fully
supported and developed.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of how the writer uses language
to present ideas to the reader

e Discriminating reference to the extract to support
response.

To achieve a higher mark:

This response has achieved maximum marks



Part (c)
(c) In the extract, It Is clear that Candy would be lonely without his dog.
Explore the significance of loneliness in one other part of the novel.

You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

Script 1 response to part c)

Generalised references to

Band 3 — 4 marks context with some links to the
theme within the novel
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reference

to other
part of
the novel
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Examiner Summary:

This response beging withy general reference to- social/historical
eventy. The requived other paut of the novel iy not identified until
the last seven lines of the answer. The most relevant context
reference iy rooted invthe text: ‘the Jim Crow lows..didwt..help
loneliness for africowv americons and Crooks.” The candidate
identifies Crooks, and deals briefly with racism and loneliness
before referrving to-the other paut of the novel: Lennie entering
Crooks’ roomv and being ‘very defensive’. The last sever lines of the
response awe the most relevant.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Thorough understanding of theme and its importance in
one other part of the novel

2 4-7
| ® Sustained reference to the novel’s context

To achieve a higher mark:

This response needs to clearly identify the selected ‘one other part’ of the
novel from the outset and focus on this selected part in answering the
question.
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Examiner Summary:

The candidate identifies anv apt ‘other pauwt of the novel ‘and
focuses on it thwoughout the response . The pointy about Crooks
and Lenwnie awe related to- segregation but also-loneliness and
Crooks nostalgia for his past played withv white people’. The
response also- develops the theme of loneliness fuwther with
reference to-anger and Crooks hawing twrned cold’ and that he
‘judges white people’

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of theme and its importance in
3 8-10 one other part of the novel
e Discriminating reference to the novel’s context

To achieve a higher mark:

This response has achieved maximum marks.
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Band 3 — 10 marks
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Examiner Summary:

This candidate has selected o lawge section of the novel as the
‘one other paut’: section 4. The references to-the context are

discriminating, being linked into-the discussion of the text and

supporting the pointy about loneliness. The interpretation of the
behawviowr of bothv chawacters shows a perceptive understanding
e.g. Curley’s wife’'s behawiowr further increasing her loneliness.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Perceptive understanding of theme and its importance in
one other part of the novel

3 8-10
e Discriminating reference to the novel’s context

To achieve a higher mark:

This response has achieved maximum marks.




