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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question part (a) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part a) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks  
 

 

Valid 
supported 
points about 
character. 
Developed 
explanation. 
Perceptive.  

Valid 
supported 
points about 
character, 
although 
‘respected’ is 
not clear from 
the offered 
quotation. 
Developed 
explanation. 
Perceptive.  



 

Further 
development 
of the points 
above  

Valid 
supported 
points 
about 
character. 
Perceptive.  

 
Examiner summary: 
 
This is a very full and perceptive response and more than meets 
the requirements for top marks for this question part. The 
candidate shows an awareness of the wider picture, and the 
audience response, whilst still remaining focused on the 
character in the extract.  Duncan is ‘loyal’ and ‘honourable’. He 
is ‘humbled’ because he owes much to his champions. However, he 
is ‘easily deceived’ and ‘opening himself up’. He is shown to be 
‘knowledgeable’ but the audience will see this as ‘ironic’ because 
Macbeth is ‘having fantasies’ of murder. Duncan is also ‘kind 
hearted’. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has achieved maximum marks. 
 
 
 



Question part (b) 
 

 
 
 
Script 1 response to part b) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks 
 

 

Valid reference to 
tone of voice and 
gestures, with 
explanation 

Valid reference to 
tone of voice and 
with explanation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Valid 
reference to 
tone of voice 
and gestures 
and with 
explanation. 
Somewhat 
repetitive of 
the opening 
paragraph 

 

 

Valid 
reference to 
tone of voice 
and gestures 
and with 
explanation. 
Perceptive 

Valid 
reference to 
tone of 
voice and 
gestures 
with 
explanation 

Valid 
reference to 
tone of 
voice and 
movement 
with 
explanation 



Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate explains how Duncan would speak and gives 
reasons why; these explanations also refer to how these 
performance features demonstrate points about the characters as 
seen in the extract. The candidate’s commitment to finding two 
adjectives for every tone of voice is sometimes less successful (a 
‘subtle and generous’ tone is hard to imagine). ‘Open armed body 
language’ is apt, as are ‘confirming and reassuring’, ‘hands on 
Banquo’s shoulders’ and Banquo shows ‘respect and loyalty’. This 
is perceptive response easily securing maximum marks.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has achieve maximum marks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Question part (c) 
 

 
 

Identification 
of one other 
part 

Script 1 response to part c) 
 
Band 3 – 10 marks 
 

 

Significance 
of the theme 

Further 
example of 
betrayal within 
the selected 
scene. 
Perceptive.  



 

Further 
development 
on the 
significance 
of the theme.  

Further 
development 
on the 
significance 
of the theme.  

 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate selects an appropriate other part of the play. The 
selected scene reveals Macbeth’s ‘fear’, his ‘independence’ and his 
‘selfish nature’. The significance of betrayal is explored at some 
length and is related to Macbeth’s ‘paranoia’ and ‘ambition’. 
There is perceptive understanding of the significance of betrayal 
in the selected scene, noting that the betrayal of Banquo is 
indicative of how Macbeth ‘will be lonely due to his betrayal of 
people’ and how Macbeth may see Banquo’s ‘backstabbing’ as a 
betrayal. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has achieved maximum marks 


