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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question part (a) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part a) 
 
Band 2 – 3 marks 
 

 

Attempt to highlight the 
difference between Scout the 
narrator, and Scout in the 
extract. Supported with 
references but not developed 

Valid 
supported 
reference to 
character 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate tries to deal with the difficult concept of the 
retrospective narrative: the differences between the narrator 
looking back and the character of Scout at the moment in the 
narrative. This complex idea is not fully developed but the attempt 
is creditworthy. The response also offers ‘self-aware’, ‘friendly’ and 
‘respectful’ as comments on Scout’s character with some textual 
support. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
If this response wishes to pursue the complex idea of Lee's use of 
retrospective narrative filtering events through the eyes of a child 
character while offering adult insightful analysis then more is needed. A 
more rewarding route might be to offer more evidence of Scout’s 
character as seen in the extract, with more sustained reference in support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question part (b) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part b) 
 
Band 3 – 6 marks  

 

Valid 
supported 
points with 
explanation 

Further 
development 
throughout 
the paragraph. 
Perceptive. 

Valid 
supported 
point. 
Perceptive. 

 
 
 



 
Examiner summary: 
 
This is a perceptive response making number of points: ‘ordinary’, 
‘typical’, ‘neither positive nor negative’, all of which are supported 
with reference to the language. The response then develops to show 
some perceptive understanding in discussing what is abnormal 
about them, supporting it with reference to the extract. This 
response is focused on the first paragraph of the extract, and 
although there is more that could be used to support these 
interpretations, or make other points, the candidate shows 
enough understanding of the language used to achieve a mark 
in the top band.  
 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response is almost at the maximum marks. It might benefit if more 
of the extract was considered in the response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Question part (c) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part c) 
 
Band 3 – 10 marks 
 

 

Identification 
of one other 
part 

Explanation of 
the significance 
of the theme in 
the chosen 
episode. 
Perceptive. 

Development of 
the  
significance of 
the theme in 
the chosen 
episode and 
the relationship 
to the context. 
Perceptive 

Significance of 
the theme in 
the chosen 
episode.  

 



 
Examiner summary: 
 
Overall, this is a perceptive response. The candidate selects an 
appropriate other part of the novel with perceptive ideas about 
‘morals over-ruling law’. There are helpful references to a 
mockingbird in relation to Boo. The response points out the 
unsatisfactory nature of law earlier in novel, but relates this to 
the selected other part. The response to context is given in the 
prejudice and racism in Maycomb County. The candidate 
understands the theme in relation to novel’s moral dimension. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has achieved maximum marks. 
 
 
 


