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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question part (a) 
 

 
 
 
 
Script 1 response to part a) 
 
Band 2 – 3 marks 
 

 

Valid 
supported 
points with 
explanation 

Valid 
supported 
points with 
explanation 

Valid 
supported 
points with 
explanation 



 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
Nicole is ‘scared’, ‘angry’, ‘nervous’ and ‘confused’. These points 
are supported with reference to the extract. The candidate also 
shows understanding of Nicole being ‘disappointed’ in Francis 
and yet ‘still has feelings for Francis’. There is enough to lift this 
answer just out of Band 1.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark:  
 
This response needs to offer more evidence of the candidate’s 
understanding of the character as the examples offered here, although 
well-supported, are fairly straightforward and literal interpretations of the 
quotations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Script 2 response to part (a) 
 
Band 2 – 5 marks 
 

 

Valid points 
although 
support is 
not 
convincing 

Valid 
supported 
points. 
Thorough 
understanding 



 

Valid 
supported 
points. 
Thorough 
understanding 

Valid 
supported 
points. 
Thorough 
understanding 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
This response begins with points that Nicole is ‘emotional’ and her 
‘confidence  has been knocked’. These points are not convincingly 
supported however. The response is more successful in the second 
paragraph; she is ‘comfortable in retreating’ but the ‘shows 
bravery’. This shows a thorough understanding. The candidate 
offers some valid interpretations in the final paragraph (that 
Nicole is struggling to control her emotions). The response offers 
sustained reference to the extract, although there is little direct 
quotation.   
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark:  
 
The response needs to offer examples which more appropriately support 
the points that are being made in order for the points to be seen as 
perceptive.  



 
 
 
Question part (b) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part b) 
 
Band 2 – 3 marks 
 

 

Valid language 
point but 
example is not 
entirely 
convincing 

Valid 
language 
point 
supported 
with 
reference 
and 
explanation 
of the 
effects 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate offers two examples of the writer’s use of language 
to present Francis’s feelings; emotive language and metaphorical 
language. The example of emotive language is not entirely 
convincing, but does offer an explanation and an outline of the 
effects. The discussion around ‘anger flashing in her eyes’ is most 
effective when related to making Francis feel scared and 
vulnerable. Overall, there is just enough to lift the answer into 
Band 2.   
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response needs to offer more analysis of the writer’s use of language 
and use more convincing examples to support the points made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Script 2 response to part b) 
 
Band 2 – 4 marks 
 

 

 

Valid 
supported 
language 
point. 
Thorough 
understanding. 

Lacks 
reference to 
a language 
point. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Supported 
reference to 
a language 
point, but 
the 
explanation 
lacks clarity 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate  begins with an analysis of the word ‘finally’, 
deducing that Francis is ‘patient ‘ and ‘considerate’ , going on to 
consider that he ‘holds himself guilty’. This is the most successful 
part of the answer. Beyond this though, the answer does not focus 
on the language of the extract. 
 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response needs to make the writer’s language the main focus of the 
response, as in the second paragraph, and to maintain this focus on 
language throughout. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Question part (c) 
 

 
 
 
Script 1 response to part c) 
 
Band 1 – 3 marks 
 

 

Identification 
of one other 
part 

Explanation of 
the selected 
other part in 
relation to the 
theme 

Reference to 
context 

 



 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate identifies an appropriate other part of the novel to 
show the significance of guilt: Francis kills the two young German 
soldiers. However, after making the point about guilt and how it 
haunts Francis, it is not developed and the response loses focus on 
the episode. The context is covered in the references to Francis’ 
wartime experiences and in the reasons for his decision not to 
jump from the roof. 
 
Band this answer achieved in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response needs to stay more closely focused on the selected other 
part of the novel and to further develop the significance of the theme as 
shown in this selected section. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Script 2 response to part c) 
 
Band 2 – 7 marks 
 

 

Explanation 
of the 
selected 
event, in 
reference 
to the 
theme 

Identification 
of one other 
part 

 

Further 
development 
of the 
significance 
of guilt in 
the selected 
episode. 
Thorough. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Significance of 
guilt within the 
context of the 
war. 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate has selected an appropriate other part of the novel 
and retains a focus on it. The final paragraph moves away from 
the selected scene, but is related back to both the theme and the 
significance of the theme in the selected section. The response 
shows a thorough understanding of the significance of guilt in 
the selected section because although Francis committed an 
apparently heroic act, ‘he was not thinking of others’ and his 
actions ‘weren’t brave simply foolish’. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response needs a more detailed and perceptive treatment of the 
significance of the theme of guilt and sustained reference to the context 
as seen in the chosen ‘other part of the novel’. 


