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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 

 

The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Included in this pack: 
 

 Questions from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 11 

 

 
 

 

Script 1 
 

AO3 i/ii Band 3 – 14 marks  
AO3 iii   Band 3 – 9 marks 
Please note the candidate included specific references and a signature, which have been removed 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Examiner summary: 

 

AO3i/ii - The sense of purpose in this response is unclear but the 

response is still deserving of a band 3, as purpose and audience 

accounts for only one bullet in the mark scheme. Otherwise, the 

response is well-organised 

 

AO3iii – The response shows a thorough control without also using 

a wide range of punctuation or an ambitious vocabulary. 

 

 
 

 



Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 

 
AO3 i/ii 

 

 

 

AO3 iii 
 

 
 

To achieve a higher mark:  

 
AO3 i/ii – this response needs to communicate a clearer sense of purpose 

 
AO3iii – this response needs to use a more ambitious vocabulary and 

show more variety of punctuation and structures. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Script 2 
 

AO3 i/ii Band 3 - 16 marks 
AO3 iii Band 3 – 10 marks 
Please note that this candidate included specific details and a signature, which have 
been removed 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Examiner summary: 

 

AO3 i/ii - This script has a sustained focus on the intended 

purpose. The response is effective with a secure organisation.  

 

AO3 iii – The response shows thorough control in using a variety of 

punctuation devices and structures. 

 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 

 
AO3 i/ii 

 

 

 
AO3 iii 

 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark:  

 
AO3 i/ii - this response needs to be more precise in developing the 

argument which although sustained, is slightly generalised in terms of the 

points made. 
 

AO3 iii – this response needs to be more ambitious as although the 
spelling is almost always accurate, the vocabulary is not sophisticated.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Script 3 

 
AO3 i/ii Band 4 - 25 marks 

AO3 iii Band 4 – 11 marks 
Please note that this candidate included specific details and a signature, which have been removed 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 



 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Examiner summary: 

 

AO3 i/ii - This script goes beyond the brief given by the question 

whilst still remaining relevant. This is a developed, secure and 

thorough response.  

 

AO3 iii – There are some slips with the punctuation and spelling 

e.g. use of apostrophes but overall, within the range shown, the 

spelling is strong e.g. ‘prosthetic’, ‘traumatic’, ‘catastrophe’. 

 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 

 
AO3 i/ii 

 

 

 

AO3 iii 
 

 
 

To achieve a higher mark:  
 

AO3 i/ii - this response needs to be more precise and develop the existing 
strong ideas in a way which is more compelling or sophisticated. 

 
AO3 iii – this response needs to be more accurate in spelling and 

punctuation.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Script 4 

 
AO3 i/ii Band 5 - 30 marks 

AO3 iii Band 5 - 16 marks 
Please note that this candidate included specific details and a signature, which have been removed 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

Examiner summary: 
 

AO3 i/ii – Overall, the response has a strong focus on the purpose 

and audience, and presents fully developed and compelling 

ideas. The vocabulary choices are ambitious and expression is 

sophisticated 

 

AO3 iii – There is a sophisticated control with accurate spelling 

and a convincing structure. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

AO3 i/ii 
 

 
 
AO3iii 

 

 
 
 

To achieve a higher mark:  
 

AO3 i/ii - this is a strong Band 5 response; it could benefit by more 
strongly fulfilling the requirements of the task from the outset. 

 
AO3 iii – this response has achieved maximum marks.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Question 12 

 

 
Script 1 

 
AO3 i/ii Band 2 - 9 marks 

AO3 iii Band 2 - 5 marks 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 



 
 
Examiner summary: 

 

AO3i/ii - This script has a sense of audience and purpose, 

although not always the audience outlined in the question. It 

expresses appropriate ideas.  

 

AO3 iii – There is a sound control of expression.  

 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 

 
AO3 i/ii 

 

 

 
AO3 iii 

 
 

 
 

 
To achieve a higher mark:  

 
AO3 i/ii - this response needs to have a stronger realisation of the 

purpose and audience as given in the question i.e. an article advising 
young people. This would also help to improve the presentation of ideas. 



 

AO3 iii – this response needs to have a greater degree of control in terms 
of punctuation devices and sentence structures. 

 
 

Script 2 
 

AO3 i/ii Band 3 - 16 marks 
AO3 iii Band 3 - 8 marks 

 

 



 



 
 
 

Examiner summary: 
 

AO3 i/ii - This script has some effective ideas although these are 

not always fully explored. There is a secure sense of the audience 

in the tone and style and the direct address. There is also a secure 

sense of purpose. 

 

AO3 iii –whilst the spelling is mostly accurate, there are some 

repeated slips (advise). There is sustained control of punctuation 

and sentence construction.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

AO3 i/ii 

 
 

 

 

AO3 iii 
 

 
 
 

To achieve a higher mark:  
 

AO3 i/ii – this response needs to fully develop the presented idea. The 
use of statistics is unconvincing and doesn’t benefit the development of 

the argument. 
 

AO3 iii – this response needs to show more accurate spelling of particular 
words and more variety in sentence structures and punctuation. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Script 3 

 
AO3 i/iii Band 4 – 26 marks 

AO3 iii Band 4 – 11 marks 
 

 



 



 





 
 

 
 

Examiner summary: 
 

AO3 i/ii - This response expresses carefully developed ideas which 

have been constructed with some skill. The article is thorough and 

wide-ranging and is strong on purpose and audience. 

 

AO3 iii – Purposeful and controlled. 

 

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

AO3 i/ii 

 
 

 
AO3 iii 

 
 
 



 

 
To achieve a higher mark:  

 
AO3 i/ii - this response needs to make improvements in the 

perceptiveness of some of its ideas and argument. For example, the 
section on suicide prevention is rather undeveloped. 

 
AO3 iii - there are occasional slips in the accuracy of the spelling and a 

greater range of effects could be created through the use of a wider range 
of punctuation and structures. 

 
 

Script 4 
AO3 i/iii Band 5 – 30 marks 

AO3 iii Band 5 – 14 marks 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 
Examiner summary: 

 

AO3 i/ii - There is a strong focus on purpose and audience, with 

vocabulary and organisational choices reflecting this. It 

consistently meets the requirements of the task and maintains the 

focus throughout.  

 

AO3 iii – The range of punctuation and structures are used 

precisely and convey the intended meanings 

 



Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 

 
AO3 i/ii 

 

 
 

AO3iii 
 

 
 

 
To achieve a higher mark:  

 
AO3 i/ii - this is a strong Band 5 response; it would benefit from 

presenting more compelling ideas.  
 

AO3 iii – there are occasional slips in spelling accuracy which need to be 
corrected.  

 

 
 


