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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question part (a) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part a) 
 
Band 3 – 6 marks 
 

 

Valid 
supported 
references 
to 
character 

Explanation 
of points 
about 
character 



 

Valid 
supported 
points 
about 
character 

Exploration 
of the 
character 
points. 
Perceptive. 

Exploration 
of the 
character 
points. 
Perceptive. 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
The response begins with two intertwined points: ‘imaginative’ 
and ‘crazy’. Both are valid and supported with reference to the 
extract. The candidate understands what Romeo is saying and 
what it might tell us about his character. The response then states 
‘no hatred towards Paris’ which is questioned and explored, 
showing understanding and some perception. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 



 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark:  
 
This response is in the top band and as such shows some perceptive 
understanding of character with discriminating reference. This is 
particularly shown in the second page discussing Romeo’s relationship 
with Paris, as seen in the extract. Full marks could be achieved by 
sustaining this analysis throughout the full answer.  
 
Script 2 response to part a) 
 
Band 3 - 7 marks 
 

 

Valid supported 
reference to 
character 

Explanation 
of the points 

Valid supported 
reference to 
character, with 
explanation 

 



 

Valid supported 
reference to 
character, with 
explanation 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate begins with a valid point about Romeo being 
‘kind’ and shows perceptive understanding in discussing his 
words to Balthazar. The second paragraph contains a number of 
valid points, all of which are supported with discriminating 
reference to the extract: ‘demanding’, ‘fury’, ‘authority’ and 
‘confident to disobey’. The candidate makes further reference to 
Romeo’s character: ‘more passionate’, ‘agitated’, and ‘more 
expressive’ and these are also supported. There is a perceptive 
understanding of the differences within Romeo’s character as 
seen within this extract.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This answer has achieve maximum marks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 3 response to part (a) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks 
 
 

 

Valid supported points 
about character with 
explanation. 
Perceptive 

Valid supported 
points about 
character with 
explanation. 
Perceptive 



 

Valid 
supported 
points about 
character 
with 
explanation.  

Valid 
supported 
points about 
character 
with 
explanation.  



 

Valid 
supported 
points about 
character 
with 
explanation.  
Perceptive 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
This response opens with a perceptive first paragraph: ‘even though 
Romeo’s mind is in a dark point’ he is still capable of being 
friendly. Reference to ‘dark imagery’ supports the point that 
Romeo is in a ‘dark place’. Points about Romeo being desperate 
and wanting to be left alone are well-supported, as are the 
comments about Romeo wanting to kill himself and not wanting 
to hurt Paris. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has achieved maximum marks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question part (b) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part b) 

 

Valid 
reference to 
tone of voice 
with 
explanation 

This section 
explores 
movement 
and tone of 
voice and 
relates 
performance 
to knowledge 
of the 
character/play 



 

Valid references to 
movement, gestures and 
tone of voice. Related to 
knowledge of the characters 
within the play. Perceptive 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate explains that Romeo shouts because he is 
‘desperate for Paris to leave’. The movement towards Paris is fully 
explained. The candidate indicates Romeo’s change in posture as 
he says ‘then have it at thee, boy!’. Perception is shown by ‘does not 
care’.  The raising of the weapon is explained by reference to the 
situation.  A particular strength of this response is in the reasons 
given for the performance features described. Overall, this 
perceptive response is worthy of maximum marks.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This answer has achieved maximum marks 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Script 2 response to part b) 
 
Band 3 - 7 marks 
 

 

Valid reference 
to movement 
and tone of 
voice with 
explanation 

Valid reference to 
gestures and facial 
expressions, with 
explanation 



 

Valid 
reference 
to 
movement 
and tone of 
voice with 
explanation 

Valid 
reference 
to 
movement, 
facial 
expressions 
and tone of 
voice with 
explanation 

 

Valid 
reference to 
movement, 
facial 
expressions 
and tone of 
voice with 
explanation. 
Perceptive 

 



Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate has, in the limited time available, given a full 
and perceptive answer. Many aspects of performance are included: 
‘pushing’, ‘gets louder’, ‘point’, ‘pleading’ and ‘worried’; Paris 
‘says it in a low deep tone’ and ‘aim the sword’; He  ‘will shout this 
with an angry expression on his face’ and is ‘trying to provoke’; 
Romeo ‘snickers’ and is scornful, then angry. All of these valid 
points, supported with textual references and explanations, show 
perceptive understanding. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has achieve maximum marks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 3 response to part b) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks 
 

 

Valid 
reference to 
movement, 
and gestures 
with 
explanation 

This section gives valid 
references to movements, 
gestures and facial 
expressions with perceptive 
explanations (continued on 
the page below) 



 

Valid 
references to 
movements 
and facial 
expressions  
with 
explanations. 
Perceptive  

Valid references to 
movements and tone 
of voice with 
explanations. 
Perceptive  

 
Examiner summary: 
 
This is a perceptive response. The candidate offers comments on 
Romeo’s actions: being very serious; his gestures and expressions 
(‘lower his arms’, ‘move towards Paris’, ‘smiling’ and ‘looking into 
Paris’ eyes’) are all explained and supported. The point about 
‘giving Paris excuses to leave’ demonstrates perceptive 
understanding, as does Paris pushing Romeo away because ‘he 
blames him for Juliet’s death’. Romeo registers shock then anger. 



The point that ‘He says ‘boy’ to try and manipulate Paris’ is valid 
and shows perception. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has achieved maximum marks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question part (c) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part c) 
 
Band 2 – 4 marks 
 

 

Valid reference 
to one other part 

Explanation 
of violence 
in the 
selected 
section 

Significance 
of the 
theme 

 

Significance 
of the 
theme 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate has identified an appropriate other part of the 
play.  Points about the motivation for the violence (‘revenge’) and 
Romeo’s character (‘immature’) are valid as the link to the 
significance of this event ‘ it resulted in Romeo being banished’.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has only just provided enough understanding of the 
significance of the theme to move into Band 2. The response needs to 
give more effects of the chosen event and more analysis of their 
significance to move comfortably into ‘thorough understanding’   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Script 2 response to part c) 
 
Band 3 – 8 marks 
 

 

Valid 
reference to 
one other 
part 

Significance 
of the theme 

Significance 
of the theme 



 

Explanation 
of the theme 
with valid 
reference to 
knowledge 
of the 
characters 
and the 
significance 
of the 
chosen 
event within 
the play 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate selects an appropriate other part of the play to 
discuss the theme of violence. The second paragraph is a clear 
statement of the theme’s significance: ‘one death can lead to a 
series of others’. The third paragraph deals with the chain of 
events, their cause and effect, which is valid in terms of the 
significance of the selected event, but limits the perceptiveness of 
the response. The comment on Romeo being ‘hot -headed ‘ shows 
an understanding of his character flaw and the candidate also 
shows some perceptive appreciation of Romeo’s friendship with 
Mercutio. Overall the response just edges into Band 3. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
The response shows just enough perceptive understanding and 
discriminating reference to edge into Band 3. However, to achieve a mark 
higher in the band the response needs to show more perceptive 
interpretation of the selected event in the play along with interpretations 
of characters, as noted in the examiner summary. 



Valid 
reference 
to one 
other part 

 
Script 3 response to part c) 
 
Band 3 – 10 marks 
 

 

 

Explanation 
of the 
significance 
of the 
theme. 
Perceptive 

Further 
explanation 
of the 
significance 
of the 
theme. 
Perceptive 

 
 
 



 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate chooses an appropriate other part of the play. 
There is a perceptive understanding of the significance not only 
because this  ‘changes Romeo’s character’ but due to the cause 
and future effect of these changes (‘gets violent’, ‘leading to death 
at the end of the play’, ‘causing him to go crazy’) and in 
demonstrating Romeo’s violent side to the audience. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This answer has achieved maximum marks 


