GCSE English
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Writing
Higher Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper,
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at
www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Questions from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Question 11

*11 Write a letter to your headteacher/principal suggesting a charity that would benefit

from money raised by students.
(48)

Script 1

AO3 i/ii Band 3 - 14 marks
AO3 iii Band 3 - 9 marks

Please note the candidate included specific references and a signature, which have been removed
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Examiner summary:

AO3Y/ i - The sense of purpose invthis response iy uncleow but the
respornse iy st deserving of o band 3, as purpose and aundience
accounty for only one bullet in the mowk scheme. Otherwise, the
response iy well-organised

AO03iil - The response shows a thorough control without also- using
a wide range of punctuation or awvv ambitions vocabulary.



Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

AO3 i/ii

13-19

Effectively presents ideas in a sustained way.

A secure sustained realisation of the purpose of the writing
task and its intended audience.

Aptly chosen vocabulary and well-controlled variety in the
construction of sentences.

Organisation is secure, with a well-judged text structure,
effective paragraphing and use of cohesive devices
between and within paragraphs.

AO3 iii

Sentences are purposefully structured, with sustained
control of expression and meaning. A wide selection of
sentence structures is used.

Thorough control of the full range of punctuation, enabling
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.

Spelling is almost always accurate, with occasional slips.

To achieve a higher mark:

AO3 i/ii — this response needs to communicate a clearer sense of purpose

AQ3iii - this response needs to use a more ambitious vocabulary and
show more variety of punctuation and structures.



Script 2

AO3 i/ii Band 3 - 16 marks
AO3 iii Band 3 - 10 marks

Please note that this candidate included specific details and a signature, which have
been removed
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Examiner summary:

AO3 /il - This script has o sustained focus o the intended
purpose. The response is effective withv av secure organisatiov.

AO3 Uil - The response shows thorough control inv using av vawiety of
punctuatiow devices and structures.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

AO3 i/ii

Effectively presents ideas in a sustained way.

A secure sustained realisation of the purpose of the writing

task and its intended audience.

3 13-19 | °® Aptly chosen vocabulary and well-controlled variety in the
construction of sentences.

e Organisation is secure, with a well-judged text structure,
effective paragraphing and use of cohesive devices
between and within paragraphs.

AO3 iii
e Sentences are purposefully structured, with sustained
control of expression and meaning. A wide selection of
3 710 sentence structures is used.

e Thorough control of the full range of punctuation, enabling
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.
« Spelling is almost always accurate, with occasional slips.

To achieve a higher mark:

AQO3 i/ii - this response needs to be more precise in developing the
argument which although sustained, is slightly generalised in terms of the
points made.

AQ3 iii — this response needs to be more ambitious as although the
spelling is almost always accurate, the vocabulary is not sophisticated.



Script 3

AO3 i/ii Band 4 - 25 marks
AO3 iii Band 4 - 11 marks

Please note that this candidate included specific details and a signature, which have been removed
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Examiner summary:

AO3 /b - This script goes beyond the brief given by the questionw
whilst still remaining relevant. This is a developed,, secure ands
thorouglv response.

AO3 Uik - There are some slips with the punctuation and spelling
e.g. wse of apostrophes but overall, within the range shown,; the
spelling iy strong e.g. ‘prosthetic, trawmatic’, ‘catustrophe .

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

AO3 i/ii

Assured presentation of fully developed ideas.

A consistent fulfilment of the writing task and assured

realisation of its intended audience.

4 20-26 | ° Aptly chosen, reasonably extensive vocabulary and assured
control in the construction of varied sentence forms.

e Organisation is assured, with sophisticated control of text
structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing and the
effective application of cohesive devices.

AO3 iii
+ Sentences are purposefully structured, with assured control
of expression and meaning. A wide and varied selection of
4 11-13 sentence structures is used.

* Control of the full range of punctuation is assured, enabling
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.
s Spelling is almost always accurate, with minimal slips.

To achieve a higher mark:

AQ3 i/ii - this response needs to be more precise and develop the existing
strong ideas in a way which is more compelling or sophisticated.

AQ3 iii — this response needs to be more accurate in spelling and
punctuation.



Script 4

AO3 i/ii Band 5 - 30 marks
AO3 iii Band 5 - 16 marks

Please note that this candidate included specific details and a signature, which have been removed
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Examiner summary:

AO3 /b - Overall; the response has av strong focus o the purpose
and aundience, and presents fully developed and compelling
ideas. The vocabulary choices are ambitiows and expression is
sophisticated

AO3 Ui - There iy v sophisticated control withvaccurate spelling
and av covwincing structure.




Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

AO3 i/ii
Achieves precision and clarity in presenting compelling and
fully developed ideas.
A strong, consistent fulfilment of the writing task sharply
focused on the writer's purpose and audience.
5 27-32 An extensive vocabulary and mature control in the
construction of varied sentence forms.
Organisation is convincing, with sophisticated control of
text structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing and the
effective application of cohesive devices.
AO3iii
Sentences are convincingly structured, with sophisticated
control of expression and meaning. A convincing selection
5 14-16 of sentence structures is used.

Control of the full range of punctuation is precise, enabling
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.

Spelling is consistently accurate.

To achieve a higher mark:

AO3 i/ii - this is a strong Band 5 response; it could benefit by more
strongly fulfilling the requirements of the task from the outset.

AQO3 iii — this response has achieved maximum marks.




Question 12

*12 Write a magazine article for young adults advising them how to deal with bullying.
(48)

Script 1

AO3 i/ii Band 2 - 9 marks
AO3 iii Band 2 - 5 marks

S Uij Locnonon... bt
i—m.p .‘,L Hm—e TR Kb A....
- e-'p o V. = o W9 ”\c:\u.: ke 3&@\@ Lo, c}\ ML,

______________ . '0 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, YT o7 & = S % lL o wk- Y3
e e Tl

ML &m@, _Sians
UG Ca\GLui&‘ b W, ¥ ) H\?::Mdj

b,u ¢

3 s

b.zu Pd

un(/jilﬂ‘




(Section C continued) . F)FAQI NN, .‘ { Ch... AT

fm ,,,,5@‘: Slfcx-%ecl e\ SN uDa

2R\,




@ E)en . t‘! o SRR s d' }3\\'
a\lam.!-e_ﬁ mj jﬁ?‘u sk, J nAJopl:L%DA

é’mj ,, 1L 5

el
o X CA SN,

AR R ..
\wmg 1\ 'S rw\eor ol o Fo\edas
ok %&9\ Sheakec\ o Neekeres

A er\‘ wA S




(Section C continued) \& .....

oo oL e MFJ o

LASh e 10

_Pr_f_‘h.'}.r_k-ﬁ’a.c;..k.. }‘.“.Q/‘-,lf_'_).ﬁ. \\:)CJL

Examiner summary:

AO3i/ii - This script has v sense of aundience and purpose;
although not always the aundience outlined inthe questiov. It
expresses appropriate ideas.

AO03 Ui - There iy v sound control of expression.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

AO3 i/ii

2 7-12 .
AO3 iii

2 4-6 .

Expresses and develops ideas appropriately.

A clear sense of the purpose of the writing and audience.
Well-chosen vocabulary, and shows some evidence of
crafting in the construction of sentences.

Organisation is sound, with a clear text structure,
controlled paragraphing to reflect opening, development
and closure, together with successful use of cohesive
devices.

Sentences are clearly structured, with sound control of
expression and meaning, a reasonable selection of sentence
structures are used.

Sound control of the full range of punctuation, enabling
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed for the
majority of the response.

Spelling is mostly accurate, with occasional slips.

To achieve a higher mark:

AO3 i/ii - this response

needs to have a stronger realisation of the

purpose and audience as given in the question i.e. an article advising
young people. This would also help to improve the presentation of ideas.




AQO3 iii — this response needs to have a greater degree of control in terms
of punctuation devices and sentence structures.

Script 2

AO3 i/ii Band 3 - 16 marks
AO3 iii Band 3 - 8 marks
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Examiner summary:

AO3 /L - This script has some effective ideas although these are
not always fully exploved. There iy a secure sense of the audience
inthe tone and style and the divect address. There is also- v secune
sense of purpose.

AO3 tii -whilst the spelling is mostly accurate, there are some
repeated slipy (advise). There iy sustained control of punctuation
and sentence construction.




Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

AO3 i/ii

AO3 iii

13-19

Effectively presents ideas in a sustained way.

A secure sustained realisation of the purpose of the writing
task and its intended audience.

Aptly chosen vocabulary and well-controlled variety in the
construction of sentences.

Organisation is secure, with a well-judged text structure,
effective paragraphing and use of cohesive devices
between and within paragraphs.

Sentences are purposefully structured, with sustained
control of expression and meaning. A wide selection of
sentence structures is used.

Thorough control of the full range of punctuation, enabling
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.

Spelling is almost always accurate, with occasional slips.

To achieve a higher mark:

AO3 i/ii — this response needs to fully develop the presented idea. The
use of statistics is unconvincing and doesn’t benefit the development of
the argument.

AO3 iii - this response needs to show more accurate spelling of particular
words and more variety in sentence structures and punctuation.




Script 3

AO3 i/iii Band 4 - 26 marks
AO3 iii Band 4 - 11 marks
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Examiner summary:

AO3 /il - This response expresses cavefully developed ideas which
have beew constructed withv some skill. The article is thorough and
wide-ranging and iy strong ovw purpose and audience.

AO03 Ui - Puwrposeful and controlled.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

AO3 i/ii
Assured presentation of fully developed ideas.
A consistent fulfilment of the writing task and assured
realisation of its intended audience.

e Aptly chosen, reasonably extensive vocabulary and assured
control in the construction of varied sentence forms.

e Organisation is assured, with sophisticated control of text
structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing and the
effective application of cohesive devices.

4 20-26

AO3 iii

e Sentences are purposefully structured, with assured control
of expression and meaning. A wide and varied selection of
sentence structures is used.

e Control of the full range of punctuation is assured, enabling
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.

« Spelling is almost always accurate, with minimal slips.

4 11-13




To achieve a higher mark:

AO3 i/ii - this response needs to ma

ke improvements in the

perceptiveness of some of its ideas and argument. For example, the

section on suicide prevention is rath

er undeveloped.

AO3 iii - there are occasional slips in the accuracy of the spelling and a
greater range of effects could be created through the use of a wider range

of punctuation and structures.

Script 4
AO3 i/iii Band 5 - 30 marks
AO3 iii Band 5 - 14 marks
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Examiner summary:

AO3 /L - There iy av strong focus o purbose and aundience; with
vocabulary and organisational choices reflecting this. It
covsistently meety the requivementy of the tousk and maintaing the

AO03 Ui - The range of punctuation and structres awe useds
precisely and covwey the intended meanings




Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

AO3 i/ii
Achieves precision and clarity in presenting compelling and
fully developed ideas.
A strong, consistent fulfilment of the writing task sharply
focused on the writer's purpose and audience.
5 27-32 An extensive vocabulary and mature control in the
construction of varied sentence forms.
Organisation is convincing, with sophisticated control of
text structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing and the
effective application of cohesive devices.
AO3iii
Sentences are convincingly structured, with sophisticated
control of expression and meaning. A convincing selection
5 14-16 of sentence structures is used.

Control of the full range of punctuation is precise, enabling
intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed.

Spelling is consistently accurate.

To achieve a higher mark:

AO3 i/ii - this is a strong Band 5 response; it would benefit from
presenting more compelling ideas.

AQO3 iii — there are occasional slips in spelling accuracy which need to be

corrected.




