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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Part (a) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part a) 
 
Band 1 – 1 mark 
 

 

Valid 
supported 
points with 
explanation 

 

Supported 
points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Examiner Summary: 
 
The points that Carlson is ‘cruel’,’ mean’ and ‘just wants to shoot 
the dog’ lack development; Carlson is ‘rash’ and ‘reckless’, but 
there is nothing to suggest that his desire to kill the dog is 
sudden. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response needs to make more valid points about the character in the 
extract and fully develop and support the points made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Script 2 response to part a)  
 
Band 3 – 6 marks 
 

 

Valid 
supported 
points with 
explanation 

Valid 
supported 
points with 
explanation 



 

Supported 
points 

Supported 
points 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The perceptive points about Carlson: persistent’, has a ‘sensitive 
side’ and ‘humane’ are supported at some length ; less is made of 
the observations that Carlson is a ‘big person’ and ‘heavy’.. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 



To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This is a top band response and as such shows a perceptive 
understanding of the character. To achieve maximum marks, the 
response could develop more fully the points made about Carlson’s 
character, such as those noted in the examiner summary. 
 
 
 
 
Script 3 response to part a) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks 
 

 

References 
to context 
are not 
required 

Valid 
supported 
points with 
explanation 

Further 
development 

Valid 
supported 
points 



 
Further 
development 

 
 
 
 
Examiner Summary: 
 
The observation that Carlson is ‘strong’ is perceptive, referencing 
Carlson’s behaviour and the reactions of the other men. This point 
is supported at some length. ‘Not cruel’ and ‘doing what is 
necessary’ are also valid, well supported, perceptive observations.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:  
 

 
 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has achieved maximum marks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part (b) 
 

Script 1 response to part b) 
 
Band 2 – 4 marks 
 
 
 

 
 

Valid supported point 
with explanation 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Valid supported point 
with explanation 

Valid 
supported 
point with 
explanation 
although 
somewhat 
repetitive 

Valid 
supported 
point 
although 
explanation 
is a little 
stretched 

 
Valid 
supported 
point with 
explanation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examiner Summary: 
 
Quotations relating to Candy’s discomfort are relevant: 
‘uncomfortably’, ‘nervously’, ‘unhappily’. ‘Helplessly’ is also 
relevant, in showing how Candy looks to Slim.  
 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response is thorough but could be more perceptive and assured in 
the comments made about the language. 
 
 

Valid 
supported 
point with 
explanation 

Script 2 response to part b) 
 
Band 2 – 5 marks 
 

 

 Valid supported 
point with 
explanation 
although 
somewhat 
repetitive 



 

Valid supported 
point with 
explanation 
although somewhat 
repetitive 

 
 
Examiner Summary: 
 
This response focuses on vocabulary: ‘uncomfortably’, ‘nervously’ 
and ‘helplessly’. These are discussed thoroughly and supported 
with sustained evidence from the extract..  
 
Band this answer achieve in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
The response is very thorough in its discussions of the vocabulary 
choices, but the points are fairly literal and so fall short of perceptive and 
band 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 3 response to part b) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks 
 

 

Valid 
supported 
point with 
explanation 

Further 
development 

Valid 
supported 
point with 
explanation. 
Perceptive. 

Valid 
supported 
point with 
explanation. 
Perceptive. 

Further 
development 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Examiner Summary: 
 
References to the use of language are perceptive e.g. the discussion 
of ‘softly’ indicating Candy losing hope and ‘helplessly’ revealing 
the depth of Candy’s feelings about his dog. All points are fully 
supported and developed. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response has achieved maximum marks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part (c) 
 

 
 
 
Script 1 response to part c) 
 
Band 3 – 4 marks 
 

 

Generalised references to 
context with some links to the 
theme within the novel 

Unclear 
reference 
to other 
part of 
the novel 

Reference 
to context 
linked to 
theme 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



reference 
to other 
part of 
the novel 

 

Valid point 
with 
explanation 

 
 
 
 
 
Examiner Summary: 
 
This response begins with general reference to social/historical 
events. The required other part of the novel is not identified until 
the last seven lines of the answer. The most relevant context 
reference is rooted in the text: ‘the Jim Crow laws..didn’t..help 
loneliness for african  americans and Crooks.’ The candidate 
identifies Crooks, and deals briefly with racism and loneliness 
before referring to the other part of the novel: Lennie entering 
Crooks’ room and being ‘very defensive’. The last seven lines of the 
response are the most relevant. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: 
 
This response needs to clearly identify the selected ‘one other part’ of the 
novel from the outset and focus on this selected part in answering the 
question.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Script 2 response to part c) 
 
Band 3 – 10 marks 
 

 

reference 
to other 
part of 
the novel 

Valid supported 
points with 
explanation 
including reference 
to context 



 

Valid points 
with 
explanation 
and 
development   

 

Valid points with 
explanation related to 
context and theme           

 
 
 
 

Valid points with 
explanation and 
development 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Examiner Summary: 
 
The candidate identifies an apt ‘other part of the novel ‘and 
focuses on it throughout the response . The points about Crooks 
and Lennie are related to segregation but also loneliness and 
Crooks’ nostalgia for his past ‘played with white people’. The 
response also develops the theme of loneliness further with 
reference to anger and Crooks having ‘turned cold’ and that he 
‘judges white people’ 
 
 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark:  
 
This response has achieved maximum marks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Script 3 response to part c) Identification of 

one other part of 
the novel 



 
Band 3 – 10 marks 
 

 

This section 
covers valid 
points, 
explained 
with 
reference to 
the context 
and theme. 
Perceptive 

Links back 
to the 
question 

Another 
example 
taken from 
within the 
same named 
section 

Valid point 
with 
explanation 
and 
development. 
Perceptive 



 

Valid point 
with 
explanation 
and 
development.  
Includes a 
direct 
quotation. 
Perceptive 

 
Examiner Summary: 
 
This candidate has selected a large section of the novel as the 
‘one other part’: section 4. The references to the context are 
discriminating, being linked into the discussion of the text and 
supporting the points about loneliness. The interpretation of the 
behaviour of both characters shows a perceptive understanding 
e.g. Curley’s wife’s behaviour further increasing her loneliness. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To achieve a higher mark:  
 
This response has achieved maximum marks. 


