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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part (a) 

 
 
Script 1 response to part a)  
 
Band 2 – 3 marks 
 

 

Relevant 
points about 
Romeo’s 
character 
but 
unsupported 

 
relevant point 
supported by valid 
quotation 

 
 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
This response makes a number of relevant but unsupported points. 
There is some focus on Paris, which does not answer the question, 
but the candidate does make the supported point that Romeo 
wants Paris gone. There is enough to show some understanding 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to provide comments 
with evidence from the extract to support the points and focus more 
closely on Romeo. 
 



 
Script 2 response to part a)  
 
Band 3 – 6 marks 
 

 

‘desperate’ is lifted 
from the extract and 
repeated in the 
explanation, but it is 
a valid, supported 
point 

relevant point 
supported with a 
quotation, although 
the explanation is not 
entirely related 

relevant point 
supported with a 
quotation and an 
explanation 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Examiner summary: 
 
Here the candidate uses a useful Point Evidence Explain structure. 
The first point is taken from the extract ‘desperate’ and repeated 
in the explanation. The explanations are somewhat repetitive, 
‘wants to see Juliet’. However, the candidate does show a 
‘generally sound’ understanding of the character ‘determined’, 
‘kind’ and ‘desperate’ 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to provide slightly 
stronger explanations of the exemplified points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 
Script 3 response to part a)   
 
Band 3 – 7 marks  
 

2 relevant points 
supported with a 
quotation and an 
explanation 

sound link to 
character from 
Romeo’s negativity 
towards the tomb 

relevant points 
supported by 
quotations and 
relevant explanation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate begins by showing an understanding of the 
character, with a supporting quote. The explanation offers some 
reference to Romeo in the play as a whole, although this is not 
required to achieve full marks. There is a sound link to character 
about his negativity towards the tomb, ‘passionate’ and ‘possesses 
a vile imagery’. The rest of the answer focuses on his desperation 
and his please to Paris with built in quotes. This is not a lengthy 
answer but does show sound understanding of Romeo’s character 
with clear references to support.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum 
marks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Script 4 response to part a) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks 

 

relevant points 
supported with a 
quotation and an 
explanation 

 

 

relevant 
points 
supported 
with a 
quotation 
and an 
explanation 



 

relevant points with a valid 
reference to knowledge of 
Romeo related to what is 
seen in the extract with an 
appropriate explanation  

Relevant, 
supported 
points  

relevant supported 
points with explanation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of Romeo’s 
character, closely referencing the extract with relevant 
quotations. The candidate develops their explanations of the 
character of Romeo as seen in the extract.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum 
marks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part (b) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 1 response to part b) 
 
Band 2 – 4 marks 
 

 

Appropriate 
stage 
directions 
suggested 

Relevant 
comment on 
how Paris 
should 
perform this 
line 

Link between 
character’s 
feelings and 
the delivery of 
the lines and 
effect 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
The answer starts with some stage directions. There is also some 
reference to how Paris should deliver his lines. The strongest part 
of the answer is the last paragraph where the candidate makes a 
link between how the character is feeling and how he should 
deliver the lines ‘antagonised’ and ‘swiftly’ ‘aggressively’ ‘in a way 
that makes it undermining Paris’. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs further detail in terms 
of performance techniques. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 2  response to part b) 
 
Band 3 – 6 marks 

 

link between 
character’s 
feelings, the 
delivery of the 
lines and the 
reasons 

relevant 
gesture for 
the 
selected 
lines, and 
explanation 

 
 

reference to 
specific lines, 
with valid 
performance 
gestures and 
voice, with 
reasons 



Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate structures the answer well. There are comments on 
the how and why, with close reference to the extract in each 
paragraph. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs slightly more variation 
in the explanations of the performance features.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 3 response to part b) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks 
 

 

relevant 
references 
to action, 
gesture 
and voice 

references 
to specific 
lines with 
valid 
performance 
features and 
links to 
character 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Relevant references to action, 
gesture and voice with 
explanations and reference to 
the extract 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate shows how performance supports characterisation. 
In the first part of the answer, the candidate does not refer to the 
lines of the extract. The next part of the answer focuses on Paris’ 
character and the strongest part deals with Paris’ reaction, 
focusing on his actions and tone as he ‘rejects’ Romeo. The latter 
part of the response deals with the changes in Romeo as he ‘stands 
up’ and ‘wipes his face’. The candidate has clearly visualised the 
scene and recognised the changes in Romeo within the lines. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum marks  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 4 response to part b) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks 
 

 

Multiple references to specific lines 
with valid performance features  
suggested throughout this section 

 

Valid 
suggestions 
of actions 
and tone of 
voice, and 
facial 
expression 
linked to 
Paris’ 
character 



 

References to specific lines 
with valid performance 
features and links to 
character 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate suggests a range of performance features which 
demonstrate their understanding of how the lines could be 
performed, including actions, gestures, tone of voice and facial 
expressions, all supported with close reference to the extract. The 
candidates also references how the performance supports 
characterisation ‘tearful at the thought of having to slay yet 
another man’ and has created a clear visual explanation of a 
performance of these lines 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum marks  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Part (c) 



 

 
Script 1 response to part c) 
 
Band 2 – 5 marks 
 

 

Identification 
of ‘one other 
part’ of the 
play 

 

Explanation 
of violent 
events in the 
selected 
section 

References to the effects 
of the violent events 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The answer, although short, does have some relevant key details 
from Act 3 Scene 1 and does make valid but brief comments on the 
implications of the violence 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to develop the 
explanations of the importance of violence within the selected part of the 
play. 
 
 
Script 2 response to part c) 



identification of ‘one other 
part’ of the play 

Band 3 – 8 marks  
 

 

explanation 
of the 
violent 
events in 
the 
selected 
section, 
including a 
quotation 

 

explanations 
of the 
effects of 
the violent 
events, and 
their 
importance 

explanations of the 
importance of the violence 
in the selected part to the 
rest of the play 

Examiner summary: 



 
The answer focuses on Act 3 Scene 1 and whilst it has limited 
details from the actual scene, it does have a direct quote, ‘a 
plague on both your houses’ and then explains the implications of 
‘the curse’. The candidate recognises how 3.1 is a key scene in the 
development of the plot leading to Romeo being banished, the 
Friar’s plan etc. The candidate goes beyond this in the final 
paragraph and shows a general sound understanding of the 
theme of violence and its importance. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to provide more detail 
on the selected scene. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



identification 
of ‘one other 
part’  

Script 3 response to part c) 
 
Band 3 – 8 marks  
 

 

change to 
another 
part of the 
play 

 

explanations 
of the 
violent 
events in 
the selected 
scene, with 
valid 
quotations 

 
 
 

explanations 
of the 
effects of 
the violence 

explanations of the 
importance of the violence 
in the selected part to the 
rest of the play 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Examiner summary: 
 
The answer starts with a focus on Act 1 scene 5. The candidate 
then switches to focus on 3.1. However, there is a connection and 
3.1is dealt with in some detail with several quotations and close 
text references. There is then a link with Romeo being banished. 
The candidate also offers valid though brief comments about the 
importance of violence, ‘catastrophic’ and ‘led to violence and 
death’.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to clearly focus on one 
other part of the play. Candidates should follow this direct instruction 
from the question. Examiners will take the most creditable part, unless 
there is a special link being made which makes the point valid. This 
response also needs to provide a little more explanation of the importance 
of the theme.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



identification 
of ‘one other 
part’ Script 4 response to part d) 

 
Band 3 – 10 marks 
 

 

explanation 
of why this 
scene is 
important 
within the 
play 

details of the 
selected 
section, with 
reference to 
the violent 
events 

 



 

relevant 
quotations 

reference to 
the 
importance 
of the 
violent 
events 
within the 
wider play 

explanation of 
the 
importance of 
the violent 
events 

Examiner summary: 
 
The response begins by identifying the selected scene and 
immediately defines why the violence in this scene is important 
both in terms of the events within the scene and its impact on the 
play, ‘with everything after ending in death’. The candidate then 
provides lots of detail about the violent events within the selected 
scene, including some direct quotations. Further reference to the 
importance of violence is given both in terms of its significance to 
the plot ‘foreshadows the ending of the play’ and in terms of the 
immediate effects ‘Romeo getting banished and Juliet’s grieving’. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 

To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum marks. 


