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Macbeth
Foundation Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper,
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at
www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Extract taken from Act 1, Scene 4.

Duncan:

There's no art
To find the mind’s construction in the face.
He was a gentleman on whom | built
An absolute trust -

Enter MACBETH, BANQUO, ROSS, and ANGUS.

Macbeth:

Duncan:

Banquo:

Duncan:

(To MACBETH) O worthiest cousin!

The sin of my ingratitude even now

Was heavy on me. Thou art so far before,

That swiftest wing of recompense is slow

To overtake thee. Would thou hadst less deserved,
That the proportion both of thanks and payment
Might have been mine! Only | have left to say,
More is thy due than more than all can pay.

The service and the loyalty | owe,

In doing it, pays itself. Your Highness' part

Is to receive our duties. And our duties

Are to your throne and state, children and servants -
Which do but what they should, by doing everything
Safe toward your love and honour.

Welcome hither!
| have begun to plant thee, and will labour
To make thee full of growing. - Noble Banquo,
That hast no less deserved, nor must be known
No less to have done so — let me enfold thee,
And hold thee to my heart.

There if | grow,
The harvest is your own.

My plenteous joys,
Wanton in fulness, seek to hide themselves
In drops of sorrow. — Sons, kinsmen, thanes,
And you whose places are the nearest, know:
We will establish our estate upon
Our eldest Malcolm; whom we name hereafter
The Prince of Cumberland - which honour must
Not unaccompanied invest him only,
But signs of nobleness, like stars, shall shine
On all deservers. — (To MACBETH) From hence to Inverness,
And bind us further to you.



Section A

(a) From the extract, what do you learn about the character of Duncan?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.

Script 1 response to part a)
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Examiner summary:

The first pawt of this respovse iy strongest, withv references to-
Duncowv giving complimenty and showing respect. The seconds
pavagraph has some validity too, but the third is weaker. Onw
balance, this answer shows some understanding of the chawracter

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Some understanding of the character.

2 3-5
e Some reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to maintain the quality
of the opening paragraph throughout the response, and give more secure
interpretations of the character as shown in the extract.



Script 2 response to part a)

and 2 — 5 marks
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Examiner summary:

‘well-mannered’, ‘respect’, ‘gratitude’, ‘polite’, ‘grateful and
Toyal’. AW the pointy have some validity, but overall the response
stays invbond 2. There iy repetition of ‘grateful’ as avv explanation
for the exaumples provided, and the candidate does not really get
to-the root of Duncouwv s chowacter inthe extract.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Some understanding of the character.

2 3-5
e Some reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to more accurately
reflect the character in the extract.



Part B

(b) Using your understanding of the extract, explain how the following lines might be
performed

Duncan Welcome hither!
| have begun to plant thee, and will labour,
To make thee full of growing. - Noble Banquo,
That hast no less deserved, nor must be known
No less to have done so - let me enfold thee,
And hold thee to my heart.

Banquo There if | grow,
The harvest is your own.

You may consider the following in your answer:
e actions
e positioning
e movement
* voice
e gesture

o facial expression.



Reference to
specific lines, with
valid gestures and
stage directions
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Examiner summary:

This response gives Loty of suggested performance features ,
including stage divections, voice, gestures and actions, oftenw withv
direct reference to-the extract. There iy no-reference to-why any of
these featwres might be used though withy only some implied
understanding of how the performance of these lines might
support chawacterisation or the relationship between Duncow ands

Banquo-
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Occasional understanding of effectiveness of performance
techniques

* Some reference to the lines from the extract to support
response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to make reference to
the reasons for the selected performance features, to demonstrate an
understanding of why they would be effective.
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Examiner summary:

This response (as with the candidate’s paut (a) response above)
tends to-focus onv the positive aspect of the scene e.g. ‘as Duncow iy
showing love towards Banquo:..”. There iy o attempt to- offer and
explanation of why a particulow technique would be effective ‘as o



way of saying thank yow..” There is enoughv to- show some
occasional understanding of the performance techniques.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

® Occasional understanding of effectiveness of performance
techniques

* Some reference to the lines from the extract to support
response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to demonstrate a better
understanding of the full meaning of the extract, and include more
explanations of why the suggested features would be effective.



Part C

In the extract, we are aware of Cawdor’s betrayal.

Comment on the importance of betrayal in one other part of the play.
(10)

Reference to
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Examiner summary:




This resporuse includes some details of the assassination scene and
offers some motivations for the betrayal of Banquo- ‘he could not
trust Banquo’. Also-offers some comment on the importance of the
betrayal invterms of MachetiVy behawiowr and chawacter ‘lose his
mind’, ‘become insone .

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

¢ Some understanding of theme and its importance
¢ Some reference to one other part of the play to support

2 4-7
response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to offer more explicit
reference to the importance of betrayal in the selected scene, with more
detail.

Reference to
‘one other
part’ of the
play




Script 2 response to part c)
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Examiner summary:

The candidate identifies another paut of the play and there is v
link to-the prophecies and thewn some good details about what
happened prior to- Duncanw's murder and Lady Macbetivy input.
Also-there iy recognition of Macbetivs ambition, a comparisov
withv the original Thane of Cawdor and then the candidate
mentiony another significance of the betrayal: Machetivs fuwther
killings. Overall, this answer has some good detailsy about one
other pauwt of the playy and also- deals withv the importance of the
theme. It iy therefore placed firmly inBand 3.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Generally sound or sound understanding of theme and its
importance

e Clear reference to one other part of the play to support
response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response could focus slightly more
precisely on the theme within the selected extract.



