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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section A  
 

Script 1 response to part a) 
 
Band 2 – 5 marks 
 

 

doesn’t use correct adjective, 
but gives evidence to support 
the point, and an explanation, so 
the meaning is clearly 
understood 

relevant  
supported 
point with 
explanation 

relevant  
supported 
point with 
less secure 
explanation 

  
 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
The first part of this response is strongest, with references to 
Duncan giving compliments and showing respect. The second 
paragraph has some validity too, but the third is weaker. On 
balance, this answer shows some understanding of the character 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to maintain the quality 
of the opening paragraph throughout the response, and give more secure 
interpretations of the character as shown in the extract. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 2 response to part a) 
 
Band 2 – 5 marks  
 

 

relevant  
supported 
point with 
explanation 

Further 
development of 
the first point 

reference to 
the extract 
with 
interpretation 
of the 
character 

relevant points 
but 
unsupported 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
‘well-mannered’, ‘respect’, ‘gratitude’, ‘polite’, ‘grateful’ and 
‘loyal’. All the points have some validity, but overall the response 
stays in band 2. There is repetition of ‘grateful’ as an explanation 
for the examples provided, and the candidate does not really get 
to the root of Duncan’s character in the extract.  
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to more accurately 
reflect the character in the extract. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part B 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 1 response to part b)  
 
Band 2 – 3 marks  
 

 

Reference to 
specific lines, with 
valid gestures and 
stage directions 

Valid 
suggested 
performance 
features, 
without 
specific 
textual 
reference 

Reference to 
specific lines, 
with valid 
gestures and 
stage 
directions 
and voice 

Reference to 
specific lines, 
with valid 
gestures and 
stage 
directions 
and voice 

 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
This response gives lots of suggested performance features , 
including stage directions, voice, gestures and actions, often with 
direct reference to the extract. There is no reference to why any of 
these features might be used though with only some implied 
understanding of how the performance of these lines might 
support characterisation or the relationship between Duncan and 
Banquo. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to make reference to 
the reasons for the selected performance features, to demonstrate an 
understanding of why they would be effective.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 2 response to part b)  
 
Band 2 – 5 marks 
 

 

Valid suggested 
performance 
features, with 
some specific 
textual reference 
and explanation  

Valid suggested 
performance 
features 
throughout this 
paragraph with     
a little textual 
reference 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
This response (as with the candidate’s part (a) response above) 
tends to focus on the positive aspect of the scene e.g. ‘as Duncan is 
showing love towards Banquo…’. There is an attempt to offer and 
explanation of why a particular technique would be effective ‘as a 



way of saying thank you..’ There is enough to show some 
occasional understanding of the performance techniques. 
  
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to demonstrate a better 
understanding of the full meaning of the extract, and include more 
explanations of why the suggested features would be effective.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Part C 
 

 
 
 
Script 1 response to part c) 
 
Band 2 – 7 marks  
 

 

Reference to 
‘one other 
part’ of the 
play 

Details of the 
betrayal in 
the selected 
part 

Comment on 
the effects of 
the betrayal 

 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 



 
This response includes some details of the assassination scene and 
offers some motivations for the betrayal of Banquo ‘he could not 
trust Banquo’. Also offers some comment on the importance of the 
betrayal  in terms of Macbeth’s behaviour and character ‘lose his 
mind’, ‘become insane’. 
  
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to offer more explicit 
reference to the importance of betrayal in the selected scene, with more 
detail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reference to 
‘one other 
part’ of the 
play 



Script 2 response to part c) 
 
Band 3 – 9 marks 
 

 

Details of 
the 
theme of 
betrayal, 
with a 
direct 
quotation 

Explanation 
of the 
importance 
of betrayal 
with 
reference to 
different 
levels of 
betrayal 

Importance 
of the 
identified 
betrayal 
within the  
wider play 



 
Explanation 
of the effects 
of the 
betrayal 

 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate identifies another part of the play and there is a 
link to the prophecies and then some good details about what 
happened prior to Duncan’s murder and Lady Macbeth’s input. 
Also there is recognition of Macbeth’s ambition, a comparison 
with the original Thane of Cawdor and then the candidate 
mentions another significance of the betrayal: Macbeth’s further 
killings. Overall, this answer has some good details about one 
other part of the play and also deals with the importance of the 
theme. It is therefore placed firmly in Band 3. 
  
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response could focus slightly more 
precisely on the theme within the selected extract. 
 


