GCSE English
S5EH2F/01

Of Mice and Men
Foundation Tier

The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper,
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at
www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Extract taken from Section 3.

"Well, I can’t stand him in here, said Carlson. That stink hangs around even after he's
gone. He walked over with his heavy-legged stride and looked down at the dog. ‘Got no
teeth, he said. 'He's all stiff with rheumatism. He ain't no good to you, Candy. An'he ain't
no good to himself. Why'n't you shoot him, Candy?’

The old man squirmed uncomfortably. "Well — hell' | had him so long. Had him since he
was a pup. | herded sheep with him. He said proudly, "You wouldn't think it to look at
him now, but he was the best damn sheep dog | ever seen!

George said, 1 seen a guy in Weed that had an Airedale could herd sheep. Learned it
from the other dogs.

Carlson was not to be put off. ‘Look, Candy. This ol' dog jus’suffers hisself all the time. If
you was to take him out and shoot him right in the back of the head -"he leaned over
and pointed, - right there, why he'd never know what hit him.

Candy looked about unhappily. ‘No, he said softly. 'No, | couldn't do that. | had ‘im too
long!

‘He don't have no fun, Carlson insisted. ‘And he stinks to beat hell. Tell you what. I'll
shoot him for you. Then it won't be you that does it

Candy threw his legs off his bunk. He scratched the white stubble whiskers on his cheek
nervously. ‘I'm so used to him, he said softly. 'l had him from a pup!

‘Well, you ain't bein’ kind to him keepin' him alive, said Carlson. ‘Look, Slim's bitch got a
litter right now. | bet 5lim would give you one of them pups to raise up, wouldn't you,
Slim?’

The skinner had been studying the old dog with his calm eyes. "Yeah, he said. "You can
have a pup if you want to.! He seemed to shake himself free for speech.

‘Carl’s right, Candy. That dog ain't no good to himself. | wisht somebody'd shoot me if |
got old an' a cripple!

Candy locked helplessly at him, for Slim's opinions were law. ‘Maybe it'd hurt him, he
suggested. ‘| don't mind takin’care of him!




Part (a)

(a) From the extract, what do you learn about the character of Carlson?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.

Relevant
points about

Script 1 response to part a) character
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Examiner summary:

The candidate makes some interesting but underdeveloped points,
trying to- sound reasonable’, ‘bringing Slim into- it’. The main
focus is o bitterness and the candidate does offer some support
for this inthe last paragraph and auv explanationw inthe first
paragraph. There iy some understonding of the character and
some text reference.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Some understanding of the character.

2 3-5
e Some reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs development of the
points about character (as seen in the extract) and to give more evidence
from the extract to support the points.



Script 2 response to part a)

Band 3 — 6 marks
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with
explanation

Examiner summary:

The candidate tends to-focus o Carlsonws negativity, particulorly
his attitude towards the dog. However the answer iy structurally
sound and hay some fairly detailed and relevant explanations;
e:g. ‘he does not care about other people’s feelings and he iy
desperately trying to-get rid of Candy’s dog’. The candidate shows
a generally sound understanding of Carlsonwy chawacter.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

¢ Generally sound or sound understanding of the character.

3 6-7
‘ ‘ ¢ Clear reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to bring together the
valid but separate points about character to show ‘sound understanding’.
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Examiner summary:

The response identifies o nuumber of chawacter points, ‘obsessives,
‘cold’, ‘violent’, ‘no-pity’ all of which awe supported by textual
reference and development this shows that Carlson...” The
candidate s point about loneliness on the ranch is ov Little
labowred and there is no-requivement to- reference the context inv
part (a) but the candidate does thenw try and bring this back
around to- Cawrlson invthe extract. Despite this, there is certainly
enougdv overadl for a sound understanding to-have been showw,

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Generally sound or sound understanding of the character.

3 6-7
‘ ‘ e C(lear reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum
marks.



Part (b)

(b) Explain how the writer uses language to present Candy's feelings in the extract.

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.

. Points
Script 1 response to part b) about
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Examiner summary:

The candidate makes some generalised pointy about Candy’s
chavacter which are not rooted in the extract. These arve valid
pointy for o whole text understanding of Candy, but there is
limited evidence for these in the extract and the candidate offers
no- supporting evidence. There iy some credit for protective, withy av
supporting quote. However, this respornse iy mainly focused o
Candy and not on the language.”

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

¢ Basic understanding of how the writer uses language to present
ideas.

1 1-2
e Limited reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to make valid points
about Candy’s feelings that are found in the extract and use these as the
points of focus on the writer’s use of language.



Script 2 response to part b)
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Examiner summary:

“Here the candidate has focused closely onthe language;
specifically the vocabulary. There iy a sound understanding e.g.
the explanations of ‘nervously’ and ‘helplessly’ towawrds the end of
the answer are focused on interpreting the writer’s worvds.”

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Generally sound or sound understanding of how the writer uses
language to present ideas.

3 6-7
e C(Clear reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum
marks.



Script 3 response to part b) Supported
point with

Band 3 — 7 marks explanation

Y_Gobe vy dfusin o J/ ............. il J,J ...... de doset e

A-.J '£m {1nes, /f- ST &

Supported
point with
explanation

(Section B continued) fjmfﬂﬂtj\ Z: z’m Gl Z, ..m:{k. ........g.on.-?:‘.?.mm ......... Mo
.j'fu()fj./ S.#'..; .;L....;.g 11..1“,&..;'..;.... 'rlpr ./: K.;::.m )u j::rl’(fﬁg . ....J!'.t.irx([a.! cmsljlpa’ ......
‘(qu';f‘f: __________ A.m,.ai__,r .............. ) Oeng... 7. .An. ..... .A.m ....... / _____________ SR g ,,,,,,, —’EZ; o ,jn.f._{u ,,,,,,,,,,, ’Z ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

\’{:Tj/m}v? L. K m-\.d.JnJ g )J rém.. Ao, l{n and é(\./fr"u'n]{ Lormrn......

l"‘ .................. L'{‘! .............. ? SL.) ................. Lo I Rigrey.anr ... 404, mjf mj{ ‘J\r}mnézauz‘ﬂufjg S
W Les.. QJﬂJ tl '”r fm‘ /) ’{n}nr Saﬁﬂ e ’L?PWJ La/,/m}'
..7.%1.{ ......... Jm/%lf ..... .“ .t‘.t.ma{:;-..c.q 1/7* . (:/.u ’ij}.} ..qu'l.fuj ’%A :} _,'I;

)‘MIL }4 ....?’H&JU,’ ’p«j SRoLy. / “‘“—j

7l

Supported
point with
explanation

Examiner summary:

“This answer tackles the language and does hawve reference to-
Candy’s feelings. The candidate does focus onvthe writer at works
‘Steinbeck uses’ repetition’. Therve is sound understonding.”

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

¢ Generally sound or sound understanding of how the writer uses
language to present ideas.
¢ C(Clear reference to the extract to support response.

3 6-7

To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum
marks.




Part (c)

(c) Inthe extract, it is clear that Candy would be lonely without his dog.
Explain the importance of loneliness in one other part of the novel.

In your answer, you must consider:

s which characters are lonely

s why they are lonely.

Script 1 response to part c) Identification
of one other

part

Band 1 — 2 marks
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Examiner summary:

“This iy o short and very underdeveloped avswer. But the
candidate does identify o relevant pout of the novel and also-gety
some credit for the link to-other chawacters.”

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Basic understanding of theme and its importance in one other
part of the novel

1 1-3
‘ e Basic reference to the novel’s context.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs a more detailed and
developed response to the bullet points in the question to help structure
and develop the answer.
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Examiner summary:

This answer focuses onv Crooks, Curley’s wife and George. The

answer mainly focuses generally on why the chawacters are lonely
rather thoww one other part of the novel. The best of these answers
is the one concerning Crooks. Here there iy enough on theme and
context to-achieve Band 2 i.e. the commenty on Crooks isolatio.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Some understanding of theme and its importance in one other
part of the novel

2 4-7
‘ ‘ e Some reference to the novel’s context.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to meet the
requirement of the question to focus on one other part of the novel.
Although the candidate responds to the two bullets on characters who are
lonely and why they are lonely, the response does not deal with them in
one other part of the novel. If the candidate had chosen Section 4 where
Crooks, Lennie, candy and Curley’s wife meet, and commented on, for
example, two or three of the characters in that situation, then higher
marks could have been awarded. Where the candidate doesn’t meet the
requirement to explain the theme in one other part of the novel, the
examiners will select the most relevant part of the response.



Script 3 response to part c)

Band 3 — 10 marks
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Examiner summary:

Inthis answer the candidate focuses on the incident withv Lenvnie
inv Curley’s room. The stout of the answer provides some personal
context and the avvswer shows av sound understanding of the
theme of loneliness and the link withv prejudice and isolatiov.

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

* Generally sound or sound understanding of theme and its
importance in one other part of the novel

3 8-10
* Generally sound or sound reference to the novel’s context

To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum marks



