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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section B 
Part (a) 
 

 
 
 
 
Script 1 response to part a)  
Band 2 – 5 marks 
 

 

Relevant 
supported 
point  

This section 
loses focus on 
Nicole and is 
more relevant 
to Francis’ 
character, but 
does return to 
a point about 
Nicole 

Relevant 
supported 
point  

 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
“The first part of this response is stronger as the candidate offers 
relevant evidence why Nicole is mad at Francis. The middle of the 
answer deals more with Francis, than Nicole, but the final point, 
‘Nicole is hurt both physically and emotionally’ is valid and 
supported with a quotation.” 



 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to maintain focus on 
the named character throughout the response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Script 2 response to section a)  
Band 3 - 6 marks 
 

 

Relevant 
supported 
point 

Relevant 
supported 
point  

 

Relevant 
supported 
point  

 



 
Examiner summary: 
 
“The candidate has structured the response into three PEE 
paragraphs. There is some repetition, but the candidate does 
identify enough characteristics with supporting evidence for a 
mark of 6, as the response demonstrates a generally sound 
understanding of Nicole’s character.” 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to be slightly more 
precise in the explanations to be less repetitious. Repeating the same 
points doesn’t gain marks marks for the candidate and with the limited 
amount of time per part of the question, this might mean that less time is 
available for the candidate on the another part of the paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Part (b) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Script 1 response to part b)  

Evidence from 
the extract 

 
Band 2 - 3 marks 
 

 
Impact of the 
language 

 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate does identify two relevant pieces of evidence, but 
makes no explicit comment about the language. There is some 
implied understanding of how the language is used to present 
Francis’ feelings 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 



To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to offer explicit 
comments on the language used in selected examples and how this 
presents ideas about the character. 
 
 
Script 2 response to part b) 
 
Band 2 – 5 marks 
 

 

Identifies a valid language 
feature but the 
explanation of how the 
writer uses language lacks 
sound understanding 

References 
a valid, 
supported 
language 
point, with 
comment 
on 
presented 
ideas 

 

Example 
doesn’t 
support 
point and 
comments 
on the 
presented 
ideas are 
repeated 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
“The candidate has tried to focus on the language and uses 
reference to the extract to support the points made. There is 
occasional understanding of how the language presents an idea 
about Francis’ feelings ‘is being careful what to say as he doesn’t 
want to make her more upset’. However, the some comments on the 
presented ideas and the language used demonstrate a lack 
understanding i.e. ‘imperative verb’ and ‘I’m sorry…tells the 
reader he is sorry’. ” 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to show more 
understanding of the effects of the language used, as it is currently not 
secure enough to be categorised as generally sound. Although the 
candidate has some knowledge of language features, there needs to be 
more understanding of how the writer uses language in order to move 
into Band 3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Part (c) 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part c)  
 
Band 2 – 4 marks  
 

 

Identification 
of one other 
part of the 
novel 

Reference to 
who feels 
guilty and 
why 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
Although very brief, this response does identify a valid other part 
of the novel and just moves beyond basic in terms of the  reasons 
for the guilt that the identified characters feel, and the 
consequences, ‘Larry kills himself’.  
 
 
 
 



Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to go in to more detail 
about the theme of guilt and its importance in the selected other part of 
the novel. The response also needs to respond to the second bullet which 
directs the candidates to the novel’s context. 
 
 
Script 2 response to part b)  
 
Band 2 – 7 marks  
 

 

Identification 
of one other 
part of the 
novel 

Further 
details from 
the selected 
section, 
related to the 
theme of guilt 

Explanation 
of the 
importance 
of the 
theme 
within the 
novel 

Further 
explanation 
of the 
importance 
of the 
theme 



 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate selects a relevant part of the novel and gives some 
relevant details. The answer does then tend towards a more 
narrative outline but the candidate does focus on how the theme 
drives the plot. There is some reference to the context of joining the 
army, Francis’ actions in the war and the effect of suicide 
‘dishonour his family’. The candidate also makes a valid link 
between guilt and forgiveness, in discussing the importance of 
guilt.” 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to pay closer attention 
to the selected section and how the theme within this section 
demonstrates its overall importance. The response also needs to respond 
to the second bullet which directs the candidates to the novel’s context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


