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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper, 
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries. 
 
The individual documents can be found on our website at 
www.edexcel.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Included in this pack: 
 

 Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper 
 

 Marked scripts with the mark and band 
 

 Examiner commentary and mark scheme 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Part (a) 
 
 

 
Relevant 
points about 
character 

 
 
Script 1 response to part a) 
 
Band 2 – 4 marks 
 

 

Relevant 
supported 
point about 
character 

Relevant 
supported 
point about 
character 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate makes some interesting but underdeveloped points, 
‘trying to sound reasonable’, ‘bringing Slim into it’. The main 
focus is on bitterness and the candidate does offer some support 
for this in the last paragraph and an explanation in the first 
paragraph. There is some understanding of the character and 
some text reference. 
 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs development of the 
points about character (as seen in the extract) and to give more evidence 
from the extract to support the points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 2 response to part a) 
 
Band 3 – 6 marks 
 

 

Relevant 
points 
about 
character 

Relevant 
supported 
point about 
character 

Relevant 
supported 
point about 
character 

 

Quotation 
with 
explanation 



Quotation 
with 
explanation 

 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate tends to focus on Carlson’s negativity, particularly 
his attitude towards the dog. However the answer is structurally 
sound and has some fairly detailed and relevant explanations, 
e.g. ‘he does not care about other people’s feelings and he is 
desperately trying to get rid of Candy’s dog’. The candidate shows 
a generally sound understanding of Carlson’s character. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to bring together the 
valid but separate points about character to show ‘sound understanding’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 3 response to part a) 
 
Band 3 – 7 marks 
 

Relevant 
supported 
points  with 
explanation 

Relevant 
supported 
point with 
explanation 

point with 
explanation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examiner summary: 
 
The response identifies a number of character points, ‘obsessive’, 
‘cold’, ‘violent’, ‘no pity’ all of which are supported by textual 
reference and development ‘this shows that Carlson…’ The 
candidate‘s point about loneliness on the ranch is a little 
laboured and there is no requirement to reference the context in 
part (a) but the candidate does then try and bring this back 
around to Carlson in the extract. Despite this, there is certainly 
enough overall for a sound understanding to have been shown. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum 
marks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Part (b) 
 
 

 
 
Script 1 response to part b) 
 
Band 1 – 2 marks 
 

 

Points 
about 
Candy 

 

Points 
about 
Candy with 
evidence 

 
Examiner summary: 
 
The candidate makes some generalised points about Candy’s 
character which are not rooted in the extract. These are valid 
points for a whole text understanding of Candy, but there is 
limited evidence for these in the extract and the candidate offers 
no supporting evidence. There is some credit for protective, with a 
supporting quote. However, this response is mainly focused on 
Candy and not on the language.” 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to make valid points 
about Candy’s feelings that are found in the extract and use these as the 
points of focus on the writer’s use of language. 
 
 



Script 2 response to part b) 

and 3 – 7 marks 
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Textual 
reference 
with 
explanation 

Textual 
reference 
with 
explanation 
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reference 
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Examiner summary: 

nd of 
e answer are focused on interpreting the writer’s words.” 

and this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
“Here the candidate has focused closely on the language, 
specifically the vocabulary. There is a sound understanding e.g. 
the explanations of ‘nervously’ and ‘helplessly’ towards the e
th
 
B

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum 

arks. m
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 3 response to part b)  

and 3 – 7 marks 
 

 
B

 

Supported 
point with 
explanation 

 

Supported 
point with 
explanation 
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 explanation 

 
 
 
 
Examiner summary: 

ork 
teinbeck uses’ repetition’. There is sound understanding.” 

and this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
“This answer tackles the language and does have reference to 
Candy’s feelings. The candidate does focus on the writer at w
‘S
 
B

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum 

arks. m
 
 
 
 
 



Part (c) 
 

 
Script 1 response to part c) 

and 1 – 2 marks 
 

Identification 
of one other 
part 

 
B

 
 

Reference to 
the 
importance 
of loneliness 

 
Examiner summary: 

 novel and also gets 
me credit for the link to other characters.” 

and this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
“This is a short and very underdeveloped answer. But the 
candidate does identify a relevant part of the
so
 
B

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs a more detailed and 
developed response to the bullet points in the question to help structure 
nd develop the answer. a

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Script 2 response to part c) 

and 2 – 4 marks 
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Identification 
of which 
characters 
are lonely 
and why 

 

Identification 
of which 
characters 
are lonely 
and why 



 
 
Examiner summary: 
 
This answer focuses on Crooks, Curley’s wife and George. The 
answer mainly focuses generally on why the characters are lonely 
rather than one other part of the novel. The best of these answers 
is the one concerning Crooks. Here there is enough on theme and 
context to achieve Band 2 i.e. the comments on Crook’s isolation. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to meet the 
requirement of the question to focus on one other part of the novel.  
Although the candidate responds to the two bullets on characters who are 
lonely and why they are lonely, the response does not deal with them in 
one other part of the novel. If the candidate had chosen Section 4 where 
Crooks, Lennie, candy and Curley’s wife meet, and commented on, for 
example, two or three of the characters in that situation, then higher 
marks could have been awarded. Where the candidate doesn’t meet the 
requirement to explain the theme in one other part of the novel, the 
examiners will select the most relevant part of the response.  
 
 
 
 
 



Script 3 response to part c) Details of 
character 
within context 
of novel 

 
Band 3 – 10 marks  
 

 

Identification 
of one other 
part 

Reasons for 
loneliness 

 
 
 

Further 
details of 
selected part 
with 
quotations 

Quotation 
linked to 
context 

Examiner summary: 
 
In this answer the candidate focuses on the incident with Lennie 
in Curley’s room. The start of the answer provides some personal 
context and the answer shows a sound understanding of the 
theme of loneliness and the link with prejudice and isolation. 
 
Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme: 
 

 
 
To achieve a higher mark: this response has achieved maximum marks 
 


