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The purpose of this pack is to provide centres with the question paper,
mark scheme and a set of exemplar materials with commentaries.

The individual documents can be found on our website at
www.edexcel.com

Included in this pack:
e Question and extract from Summer 2012 Paper
e Marked scripts with the mark and band

e Examiner commentary and mark scheme



Heroes

Extract taken from Chapter 12.

Finally, on the fourth day, | saw her emerging from the hallway on to the piazza on the
second floor.

5he did not move away as | came into the yard.
“Hicole’ | called.

She =w me, frownad, drew back a step, then paused, as if waiting for me to approach. ..

“Nicole, miy woice breaking, not like the days of my shyness with her but because my
heart was so full it destroyed her name as | spoke it.

Her eyes met mine. She didn't say anything for a long moment and when she finally
spoke, her voice was harsh. “You were there all the time’ she said.

I couldn't reply, could find no words to utter in my defence. Because | had no defence.
“You didn't do amything!

The accusation in her woice was worse than the harshness.

Tknow. | wasn't sure whether | spoke those words or only thought them.

“You knew what he was doing, didn’t you?

My head so heavy, pounding with blood, that | could barely nod in agreement.
Leaning against the banister, she cried:

“Why didn’t you do something? Tell him to stop. Run for help. Anything?

T sormy, | s2id, knowing how pitiful those words must scund to her.

5he shook her head, tuming away, and | couldn’t afford to let her go.

‘Areyou ... | began to ask but hesitated as she tumed back and looked at me again.
What word could | use? Are you hurt? Torn apart?

“Are you all right?'| asked.
"No, 'm ot all ight; she answered, anger flashing in her eyes. Thurt. | hurt all over




Section B
Part (a)

{a) From the extract, what do you learn about the character of Nicole?
Use ewidence from the extract to support your answer.

Script 1 response to part a)
Band 2 — 5 marks
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Examiner summary:

This section
loses focus on
Nicole and is
more relevant
to Francis’
character, but
does return to
a point about
Nicole

Relevant
supported
point

“The first pawt of thix response iy stronger as the candidate offery
relevant evidence why Nicole is mad at Francis. The middle of the
answer deals move withy Francis, thaw Nicole, but the final poink,

‘Nicole is huut bothv physically and emotionally’ is valid ands
supported withv v quotation.”



Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Some understanding of the character.

2 3-5
‘ e Some reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to maintain focus on
the named character throughout the response.



Script 2 response to section a)

Relevant
supported
point

Band 3 - 6 marks
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Examiner summary:

“The candidate has structured the response into-thwee PEE
paragraphs. There iy some repetition; but the candidate does
identify enough characteristics witiv supporting evidence for av
mawk of 6, as the response demonstrates o generally sound
understanding of Nicole’s chawvacter.”

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

¢ Generally sound or sound understanding of the character.

3 6-7
‘ ‘ e Clear reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to be slightly more
precise in the explanations to be less repetitious. Repeating the same
points doesn’t gain marks marks for the candidate and with the limited
amount of time per part of the question, this might mean that less time is
available for the candidate on the another part of the paper.



Part (b)

(b Explain how the writer wses language to present Francis’s feelings in the axtract.

Usa evidence from the extract to support your answer.

Script 1 response to part b)

Evidence from
the extract

Band 2 - 3 marks
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Examiner summary:

The candidate does identify two-relevant pieces of evidence; but
makes no-explicit comument about the language. There iy some
implied understanding of how the language is used to-present
Franciy feelings

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

e Occasional understanding of how the writer uses language to
present ideas .

2 3-5
‘ ‘ e Some reference to the extract to support response.




To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to offer explicit
comments on the language used in selected examples and how this
presents ideas about the character.

feature but the

Band 2 — 5 marks .

Identifies a valid language

i explanation of how the
Script 2 response to part b) writer uses language lacks
sound understanding
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Examiner summary:

“The candidate has tried to-focus on the language and uses
reference to-the extract to- support the pointy made. There iy
occasional understanding of how the language presents o idea
about Francis’ feelings ‘is being careful what to-say as he doesn't
want to- make her move upset’. However, the some comments o the
presented ideas and the language used demonstrate o lack
understanding i.e. ‘imperative ver: and T'mwv sovry... tells the
reader he is sorry’. ”

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

* Occasional understanding of how the writer uses language to
present ideas .

2 3-5
‘ ‘ e Some reference to the extract to support response.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to show more
understanding of the effects of the language used, as it is currently not
secure enough to be categorised as generally sound. Although the
candidate has some knowledge of language features, there needs to be
more understanding of how the writer uses language in order to move
into Band 3.



Part (c)

ich In the extract, Francis feels guilt
Explain the importance of guilt in one other part of the novel
I your answar, wou must consider
= who faels guilt

= what events cause them o feel guilt

Script 1 response to part c)

Band 2 — 4 marks

| novel
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Examiner summary:

Althouglv very brief, this response does identify a valid other pawt

of the novel and just moves beyond basic invterms of the reasons
for the guilt that the identified chavacters feel, and the
consequences;, ‘Larry kills himself.




Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

¢ Some understanding of theme and its importance in one other
part of the novel
* Some reference to the novel’s context.

‘ 2 ‘ 4-7

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to go in to more detail
about the theme of guilt and its importance in the selected other part of

the novel. The response also needs to respond to the second bullet which

directs the candidates to the novel’s context.

Script 2 response to part b)

Band 2 — 7 marks novel

Identification
of one other
part of the

LS. SIREN. . STened | Suntis . bR avaemge . KM ..h:"‘.'?{::#'..!f.
Aty .. the, (GO £r00Gs . felb. - il aall hig

forrk ... B0 tdGated. .. b2 Kl AnSeLE o ((RACS ... .Cimed..
YN =~ PN 5. ~ Y =) CoE = WP oL ¥ g ] = W e P Y. < S -0 gemns
Domp. . owt . (eused Ve couidn' b dishourer by, . famuty

\J

Mke.thal.... 60 . dBwed. ... €. oty .. --“m“.“j £\
Ore..o. Abhas. a0 %‘U - ..f‘.aha.t..mj_.. o tke  nevel

N

Explanation
of the
importance
of the
theme
within the
novel

_&;.%nt[',;mnk R T oLy .ulmrrml;l_c-..l... lecads. EQ ol e

z/
%nr\;“ franciss. unen . frances Oowned Ue =1
hcf?}.u:uptcﬁ@n&%mrme oGl hoaself bub ..

R T T L SETOLN .....{;emch.t.._.. c}sbf.\ﬂ.-c.«g. cfrEnC S

then . oeb. . & nisswa.. . 7SR VY e AT S ] kCarving..
. FRCO INSC f o frAnCLS. ... FOUON. .. LA Oy R AN
end .. sdent. ko Kl hi™ . Youk L;;ﬁhtcmbfrt.‘kql‘-'ﬁ
Aumself. Gtkey thak. . frnc,s.  weok be. See USRIt oo A

Further
details from
the selected
section,
related to the
theme of guilt
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Examiner summary:

The candidate selecty o relevant pawt of the novel and gives some
relevant detuils. The answer does then tend towords o morve
nawrative outline but the candidate does focus on how the theme
drives the plot. There iy some reference to-the context of joining the
army, Francis’ actions inthe war and the effect of suicide
‘dishonowr his family’. The candidate also- makes o valid links
between guilt and forgiveness; in discussing the importance of
17

Band this answer achieves in the mark scheme:

¢ Some understanding of theme and its importance in one other
part of the novel

2 4-7
‘ ‘ ¢ Some reference to the novel’s context.

To achieve a higher mark: this response needs to pay closer attention
to the selected section and how the theme within this section
demonstrates its overall importance. The response also needs to respond
to the second bullet which directs the candidates to the novel’s context.



