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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Marking criteria

These criteria are common to all four subjects that have marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) – 
GCSE English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography and GCSE Religious Studies.

However, the marks allocated to each level vary for individual subjects and units.

Questions with three marks available for SPaG
0 marks Errors severely hinder the meaning of  the response or candidates do 

not spell, punctuate or use the rules of  grammar within the context 
of  the demands of  the question.

Threshold 
performance 

Level 1 1 mark Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of  the demands of  the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of  specialist terms appropriately. 

Intermediate 
performance 

Level 2 2 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a good 
range of  specialist terms with facility. 

High 
performance 

Level 3 3marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a wide 
range of  specialist terms adeptly and with precision.

Questions with six marks available for SPaG
0 marks Errors severely hinder the meaning of  the response or candidates do 

not spell, punctuate or use the rules of  grammar within the context 
of  the demands of  the question.

Threshold 
performance 

Level 1 1–2 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of  the demands of  the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of  specialist terms appropriately. 

Intermediate 
performance 

Level 2 3–4 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a good 
range of  specialist terms with facility. 

High 
performance 

Level 3 5–6 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a wide 
range of  specialist terms adeptly and with precision.
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Threshold
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Higher Tier (5ET1H/01)

5

Turn over
P40018A

Animal Farm

1 Answer all parts of the question.

(a) From the extract, what do you discover about the character of Major?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(8)

(b) Comment on how language is used to create an impression of Man in the extract.

  Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.
(10)

(c) Explore the significance of the dream in the extract.

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
 (10)

(d) Explore the significance of dreams in one other part of the novel.

  Use examples of the writer’s language to support your answer.
(12)

(Total for Question 1 = 40 marks)

241546/7

SCRIPT 5



GCSE English Literature 2ET01 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet 5

241546/7

SCRIPT 5

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is not for the most part impeded by the errors.

The term ‘rhetorical question’ is used in a relevant way.

Spelling, grammar and punctuation have reasonable 
accuracy. However, in places there is a lack of  required 
punctuation – sentences run on without any marking of  
full stops. Spelling of  simple homophones is confused 
(‘there’ for ‘their’). Grammatical control is inconsistent, 
with examples of  inaccurately constructed sentences. 

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Higher Tier (5ET1H/01)

17

Turn over
P40018A

Heroes

EITHER

*11 Explore the reasons why Larry LaSalle is important in the novel.

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 11 = 40 marks)

 OR

*12 In what way is the theme of cowardice significant in the novel?

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 12 = 40 marks)

Of Mice and Men

EITHER

*13 In what ways is Lennie significant in the novel?

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 13 = 40 marks)

 OR

*14 Explore the significance of anger in the novel.

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 14 = 40 marks)

241546/10

3 B-AO1

3 B-AO4

SCRIPT 5

241546/11

SCRIPT 5
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241546/11

SCRIPT 5

241546/12

SCRIPT 5
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241546/12

SCRIPT 5

241546/13

SCRIPT 5
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241546/13

SCRIPT 5

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is mostly conveyed, but in places the sense is 
hard to follow.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this.

Spelling, grammar and punctuation have reasonable 
accuracy overall. However, there are some basic 
grammatical and spelling errors. The latter include 
‘sympfetic’ and ‘pethetic’. Capital letters are not used 
consistently for names or titles. Homophones are 
sometimes confused, for example  
‘to’ for ‘too’.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

2 marks
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Foundation Tier 
(5ET1F/01)

5

Turn over
P40017A

Animal Farm

1 Answer all parts of the question.

(a) Outline the key events that follow on from the extract up to the end of Chapter 3 
when Squealer tells the animals that the pigs have taken the milk and apples.

(10)

(b) Explain how the writer presents Major’s dream in the extract.

  Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.
(10)

(c) From the extract, what do you learn about the character of Major?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(8)

(d) Explain the importance of dreams in one other part of the novel.

  Use examples of the writer’s language to support your answer.
(12)

(Total for Question 1 = 40 marks)

304318/4

SCRIPT 1

Examiner Comments Mark
This is a very brief  response, but meaning is not 
impeded by errors.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this. 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are reasonably 
accurate. There are some problems with homophones 
(‘were’ for ‘where’) and with the use of  commas for full 
stops.  

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Foundation Tier 
(5ET1F/01)

20
P40017A

SECTION B: DIFFERENT CULTURES AND TRADITIONS

Rani and Sukh

EITHER

*15 How is Sukh important in the novel?

In your answer, you must consider:

You may include other ideas of your own.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 15 = 40 marks)

 OR

*16 Explain how the writer presents hatred in the novel.

In your answer, you must consider:

You may include other ideas of your own.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 16 = 40 marks)

304318/10

3 BAO1

3 BAO4

SCRIPT 1
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304318/10

3 BAO1

3 BAO4

SCRIPT 1

Examiner Comments Mark
This is a brief  response, with meaning not impeded by 
errors.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are reasonably 
accurate but variable. Errors include ‘descover’, ‘becise’ 
(for ‘because’), ‘belives’. There are grammatical errors 
like ‘Sukh play’ (lack of  subject/verb agreement).  
Sentence structures are not fully consistent.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Foundation Tier 
(5ET1F/01)

9

Turn over
P40017A

The Hound of the Baskervilles

3 Answer all parts of the question.

(a) Outline the key events that follow on from the extract up to when Holmes orders 
a search for The Times newspaper at the end of Chapter 4.

(10)

(b) Explain how the writer presents friendship in the extract.

  Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.
 (10) 

(c) From the extract, what do you learn about the character of Holmes?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(8)

(d) Describe how the writer presents the friendship between Holmes and Watson in 
one other part of the novel.

  Use examples of the writer’s language to support your answer.
 (12)

(Total for Question 3 = 40 marks)

235240/3

SCRIPT 7 

Examiner Comments Mark
This is a very brief  response (four lines). Meaning is not 
impeded by errors.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this. 

The candidate fails to use capitals consistently for names 
(‘watson’, ‘holmes’) and ‘freindship’ is misspelt.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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Intermediate
Performance

Examiner Comments



GCSE English Literature 2ET01 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet 15

GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Higher Tier (5ET1H/01)

5

Turn over
P40018A

Animal Farm

1 Answer all parts of the question.

(a) From the extract, what do you discover about the character of Major?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(8)

(b) Comment on how language is used to create an impression of Man in the extract.

  Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.
(10)

(c) Explore the significance of the dream in the extract.

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
 (10)

(d) Explore the significance of dreams in one other part of the novel.

  Use examples of the writer’s language to support your answer.
(12)

(Total for Question 1 = 40 marks)
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77111/5

SCRIPT 4

77111/6

SCRIPT 4

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is conveyed with general control.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this.

Spelling, grammar and punctuation have considerable 
accuracy. Errors include ‘benifit’ and one mistake with 
sentence punctuation.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Higher Tier (5ET1H/01)

17

Turn over
P40018A

Heroes

EITHER

*11 Explore the reasons why Larry LaSalle is important in the novel.

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 11 = 40 marks)

 OR

*12 In what way is the theme of cowardice significant in the novel?

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 12 = 40 marks)

Of Mice and Men

EITHER

*13 In what ways is Lennie significant in the novel?

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 13 = 40 marks)

 OR

*14 Explore the significance of anger in the novel.

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 14 = 40 marks)

77111/10

15B-AO1
23B-AO4

SCRIPT 4
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77111/11

SCRIPT 4
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77111/12

SCRIPT 4
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77111/13

SCRIPT 4

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is conveyed with general control.

The candidate uses terms such as ‘foreshadowed’ 
appropriately.

Spelling, grammar and punctuation have considerable 
accuracy. There is a sprinkling of  errors, such as word 
division (‘alot’, ‘straightaway’, ‘eachother’) and slips of  
expression. Sentence structure is normally very sound, 
but again with slight slips. Good vocabulary is used, such 
as ‘opinionated’ spelt correctly, but ‘immatureness’ for 
‘immaturity’. Apostrophes are omitted in ‘Lennies’ and 
‘Curleys’.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

4 marks
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Foundation Tier 
(5ET1F/01)

5

Turn over
P40017A

Animal Farm

1 Answer all parts of the question.

(a) Outline the key events that follow on from the extract up to the end of Chapter 3 
when Squealer tells the animals that the pigs have taken the milk and apples.

(10)

(b) Explain how the writer presents Major’s dream in the extract.

  Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.
(10)

(c) From the extract, what do you learn about the character of Major?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(8)

(d) Explain the importance of dreams in one other part of the novel.

  Use examples of the writer’s language to support your answer.
(12)

(Total for Question 1 = 40 marks)

277639/3

SCRIPT 4
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277639/4

SCRIPT 4

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is generally made clear through the control of  
the writing.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this.  

The writing has considerable accuracy. A comma is 
used for a full stop (sentence splicing) in several places. 
An apostrophe is omitted in ‘animals’. Words are 
occasionally run together, such as ‘infront’.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Foundation Tier 
(5ET1F/01)

19

Turn over
P40017A

Of Mice and Men

EITHER

*13 Explain the importance of Lennie in the novel.

In your answer, you must consider:

You may include other ideas of your own.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 13 = 40 marks)

 OR

*14 Explain why anger is important in the novel.

In your answer, you must consider:

You may include other ideas of your own.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 14 = 40 marks)

277639/10

14BAO1
21BAO4

SCRIPT 4
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277639/10

14BAO1
21BAO4

SCRIPT 4

 

277639/11

SCRIPT 4
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277639/11

SCRIPT 4

Examiner Comments Mark
The response is generally clear in the way that meaning 
is conveyed.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this. 

Spelling, grammar and punctuation have considerable 
accuracy. There is a reasonable range of  vocabulary, 
but with occasional errors. Some slips are made in 
punctuation, for example over the use of  the semi-
colon.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

4 marks
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Foundation Tier 
(5ET1F/01)

5

Turn over
P40017A

Animal Farm

1 Answer all parts of the question.

(a) Outline the key events that follow on from the extract up to the end of Chapter 3 
when Squealer tells the animals that the pigs have taken the milk and apples.

(10)

(b) Explain how the writer presents Major’s dream in the extract.

  Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.
(10)

(c) From the extract, what do you learn about the character of Major?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(8)

(d) Explain the importance of dreams in one other part of the novel.

  Use examples of the writer’s language to support your answer.
(12)

(Total for Question 1 = 40 marks)

194166/6

SCRIPT 1
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194166/6

SCRIPT 1

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is generally conveyed reasonably clearly.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this.  

Spelling, grammar and punctuation have considerable 
accuracy. Sentence punctuation is sometimes omitted – 
sentences run on before ‘however’. Spelling is accurate 
for stretches, but there are some errors, such as 
‘windmil’, ‘enorymous’, ‘peop’ for ‘people’.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks



28

High
Performance

Examiner Comments

GCSE History B 5HB04 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Exemplification Booklet
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Higher Tier (5ET1H/01)

7

Turn over
P40018A

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

2 Answer all parts of the question.

(a) From the extract, what do you discover about the character of Utterson?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(8)

(b) Comment on the effect of the language used to present the character of Jekyll in 
the extract.

  Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.
 (10)

(c) Explore the significance of mystery in this extract.

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(10)

(d) Explore the significance of mystery in one other part of the novel.

  Use examples of the writer’s language to support your answer.
(12)

(Total for Question 2 = 40 marks)

250181/6

SCRIPT 1
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250181/6

SCRIPT 1

250181/7

SCRIPT 1

Examiner Comments Mark
There is effective control of  meaning.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this.  

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are consistently 
accurate. There are occasional spelling slips, such as 
‘secracy’ at one point.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Higher Tier (5ET1H/01)

17

Turn over
P40018A

Heroes

EITHER

*11 Explore the reasons why Larry LaSalle is important in the novel.

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 11 = 40 marks)

 OR

*12 In what way is the theme of cowardice significant in the novel?

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 12 = 40 marks)

Of Mice and Men

EITHER

*13 In what ways is Lennie significant in the novel?

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 13 = 40 marks)

 OR

*14 Explore the significance of anger in the novel.

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 14 = 40 marks)

250181/10

12B-AO1
20B-AO4

SCRIPT 1
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250181/11

SCRIPT 1
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250181/12

SCRIPT 1
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250181/13

SCRIPT 1

Examiner Comments Mark
The response shows effective control of  meaning.

The candidate uses specialist terms such as ‘novella’ and 
‘animalistic imagery’ appropriately. 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are consistently 
accurate – the candidate copes well with notoriously 
tricky words such as ‘hypocrisy’ and terms such 
as ‘duality’ and ‘foreshadows’. Syntax is varied and 
supported by accurate punctuation. Very occasional 
slips include ‘lead’ for ‘led’, ‘limitied’ and ‘vunrability’.

High performance

Level 3

5 marks
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Higher Tier (5ET1H/01)

5

Turn over
P40018A

Animal Farm

1 Answer all parts of the question.

(a) From the extract, what do you discover about the character of Major?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(8)

(b) Comment on how language is used to create an impression of Man in the extract.

  Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.
(10)

(c) Explore the significance of the dream in the extract.

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
 (10)

(d) Explore the significance of dreams in one other part of the novel.

  Use examples of the writer’s language to support your answer.
(12)

(Total for Question 1 = 40 marks)

136327/6

SCRIPT 2
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136327/6

SCRIPT 2

136327/7

SCRIPT 2

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is conveyed with effective control.

There is appropriate use of  terms, such as ‘cyclical 
structure’.

Spelling, grammar and punctuation have consistent 
accuracy, including words such as ‘indistinguishable’. 
Sentence structure is very secure.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Higher Tier (5ET1H/01)

17

Turn over
P40018A

Heroes

EITHER

*11 Explore the reasons why Larry LaSalle is important in the novel.

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 11 = 40 marks)

 OR

*12 In what way is the theme of cowardice significant in the novel?

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 12 = 40 marks)

Of Mice and Men

EITHER

*13 In what ways is Lennie significant in the novel?

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 13 = 40 marks)

 OR

*14 Explore the significance of anger in the novel.

You must consider the context of the novel.

Use evidence to support your answer.

 (Total for Question 14 = 40 marks)

136327/10

10B-AO1
13B-AO4

SCRIPT 2
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136327/11

SCRIPT 2

136327/12

SCRIPT 2
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136327/12

SCRIPT 2

Examiner Comments Mark
The writing shows effective control of  meaning.

Appropriate technical vocabulary is employed, such as 
‘irony’.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are consistently 
accurate. Correct spelling of  words often found difficult, 
such as ‘achievable’, although curiously ‘unacheivable’ 
is spelt incorrectly. Occasional slips, but on ambitious 
vocabulary like ‘gullability’. Sentence punctuation has 
occasional errors (omission of  punctuation marks).

High performance

Level 3

5 marks
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GCSE English Literature Unit 1: Understanding Prose Higher Tier (5ET1H/01)

7

Turn over
P40018A

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

2 Answer all parts of the question.

(a) From the extract, what do you discover about the character of Utterson?

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(8)

(b) Comment on the effect of the language used to present the character of Jekyll in 
the extract.

  Use examples of the writer’s language from the extract.
 (10)

(c) Explore the significance of mystery in this extract.

Use evidence from the extract to support your answer.
(10)

(d) Explore the significance of mystery in one other part of the novel.

  Use examples of the writer’s language to support your answer.
(12)

(Total for Question 2 = 40 marks)

255334/5

SCRIPT 10
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255334/6

SCRIPT 10

Examiner Comments Mark
The response shows effective control of  meaning.

Specialist terms are not employed, but the question 
does not explicitly demand this.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are consistently 
accurate. In one place ‘maid’ is spelt ‘made’, but later 
this is corrected. 

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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