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Introduction

Introduction
Assessment Overview

Following two unprecedented years as a result of Covid, it was decided to offer centres the
option of entering their students for either the 1ETO 2N (Prose) or the 1ETO 2P (Poetry)
papers.

This GCSE 1ETO 2P English Literature examination consists of two questions. Students answer
one question based on the Poetry Anthology collection studied and another question
comparing two previously unseen poems.

The examination lasts for 1 hour and 20 minutes. Candidates do not have a copy of their
Anthology in the examination, but the named poems in each collection are given. There is a
reminder of the poems studied.

There are four Poetry collections that candidates can study. Each collection comprises 15
poems. The collections are:

Collection A: Relationships
Collection B: Conflict
Collection C: Time and Place
Collection D: Belonging

For the question, one of the poems is provided and candidates must compare it with another
from the same collection. The second part is the contemporary Unseen Poetry. Candidates
are presented with two poems which they must compare.

Candidates are advised to spend 35 minutes on Part 1 (Anthology) and 45 minutes on Part 2
(Unseen Poetry). The questions on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to
show what they can achieve in relation to the detailed study of poetry.

The total number of marks available for this paper is 40. Both parts carry 20 marks per
question.

Principal Examiner Comment

The Poetry paper, 1ETO 2P, has been particularly successful and candidates engaged with the
questions. Feedback from examiners has been very positive and the full range of marks has
been awarded across all questions.
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The Conflict collection remains, by far, the most popular. It was good to see an increasing
number of Q4, Belonging, responses, although some of these were not as successful as other
collections due to the brevity of the answers.

The named poems had been chosen to provide fairness across all questions, with poems
selected with similar numbers of lines. All questions clearly related to the title of the given
collection. Therefore, the paper was designed to be fair and equal across all questions.

One examiner commented: ‘The questions in Part 1 on the Poetry Anthology all seemed to
prompt thoughtful responses from the candidates. It was possible to use the full range of
marks for each question; suggesting perhaps that each question was accessible to students
of all abilities; and that each question provided candidates with opportunities to
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding.’

Another commented: ‘There were some imaginative pairings of poems from the four sections
of the Anthology, and usually candidates did genuinely seek to compare and contrast the
texts rather than simply provide an account of everything they knew about one poem and
then follow on with an account of everything they knew about another poem. Incidents of the
latter approach, where it might be suspected that the candidate was determined to give a full
account of a poem that they had revised particularly thoroughly, whatever the suitability of
the pairing or the topic of the question, were relatively rare.

‘Candidates clearly had been taught to offer contextual information, and again this in large
part was done appropriately. Biographical information or historical background was
presented in an integrated way, not as some all-purpose ‘bolt-on’, lacking any connectivity
with the rest of the response. Subject terminology also tended to be used purposefully,
though some claims for the effects of, or authorial intention behind the use of, particular
devices (notably caesura) at times seemed a little fanciful.’

From examiner reports, comments included the following.
Part 1

e Difficulty/challenge across all four questions seemed equal and fair, enabling accessibility
and a range of responses.

e Virtually all responses showed understanding of the poems.

e The vast majority were able to explore context, language, structure, form.

e Consistent attempt to use terminology and to compare.
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e The percentage of quite ‘formulaic’ responses seemed higher for Q2 than the other
questions. A significant number were really quite similar: page of context; paragraph on
language, always focused on a single line from each poem (with the same line being
selected); paragraph on form, always focused on rhyme creating a lyrical tone; paragraph
on structure, always focused on enjambment. It got pupils into Level 3, but may have
hindered the more able if they followed this methodology.

e Given the change to the exam this year, it felt like students were able to write more and
that there were fewer Level 1 responses.

Part 2

e Two really well-selected poems, which allowed for a very superficial to a very deep
interpretation and understanding of them.

e In particular, | thought Poem 2 was a great choice and allowed for the top Level 5 students
to really separate themselves because of the variety of ways that the poem could be
interpreted.

e Again, a full range of responses.

e Lots of similarities to the strengths (and weaknesses) from Part 1.

e Some very impressive interpretations offered (given it was unseen and in timed-
conditions).

e Again, given the change to the exam, it felt like more students were able to get to and
answer this question.

Unfortunately, we had numerous 2in1 responses where candidates had continued with Q5
directly after the Anthology response; however, there were very few nil returns. Centres are
asked to remind their students to write their responses in the correct area of the answer
booklet provided. Students can answer questions in any order, but should still use the
correct answer space.
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Question 1

RELATIONSHIPS
Named poem: One Flesh by Elizabeth Jennings
Q: Compare how changes in relationships are presented in the two poems.

This question was generally answered well, especially when compared with Neutral Tones.
Students who did not do so well did not consider context or did not include sufficient close
analysis of language. Responses were interesting, as most candidates were able to explore
One Flesh in detail and link it to a range of poems such as The Manhunt, A Complaint, i wanna
be yours and Neutral Tones. Other poems had been chosen from the collection and a range of
points were made.

The question performed well. A full range of marks was awarded and there were no issues
with accessibility.

There are three exemplars for this question.

Our first was awarded a Level 4 mark.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate compares One Flesh with The Manhunt.

This is a sustained response that compares and contrasts a range of
points and considers some similarities and differences between the
two poems. Some thoughtful commentary is offered, and points
include how the separation of the parents in One Flesh contradicts the
title and how divorce is not normally accepted in Catholic marriages, so
the parents remain together. When considering The Manhunt, the
candidate comments on how war has resulted in both physical and
mental changes and has also damaged the relationship. Terminology
includes: antithesis, repetition and rhetorical questions. Context is
embedded and supports the points made.

Further close analysis of language and more examples from The
Manhunt would have benefited this response further.

Level 4, 14 marks
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(A ResultsPlus
\\ Examiner Tip
Please remind candidates that they should begin their answers in the

correct place in the answer booklet.
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Our second exemplar is where a candidate has done particularly well.
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4 / ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

The candidate compares One Flesh with Sonnet 43.

This is an assured, confident response that begins with some comment
in relation to the contrasting ideas in the poems, with one marriage
‘failing and miserable’ whereas the other is ‘perfect and otherworldly’.
Comment is made about how the relationship in One Flesh was not
always miserable and formerly ‘had passion’, and how this compares
with Sonnet 43. Specific words and phrases are selected for close
analysis and a range of terminology has been used, such as: nouns,
‘spatial metaphor’, mathematical language (‘depth and breadth’),
repetition, irony, the Petrarchan sonnet (and sestet), and more. There
is discussion about the importance of religious faith and how it
impacts on the relationships. There is a strong concluding point stating
that one poem is about a relationship that has become distant and the
other presents ‘love beyond physicality’. Context is integrated and
linked to the points made.

Level 5, 20 marks

" J

\ Examiner Tip

Students should use short quotations rather than longer ones
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In this final exemplar, a Level 2 response is provided.
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/'--.. Examiner Comments

The candidate compares One Flesh with The Manhunt.

This is a short response that makes some valid points, such as the
changing relationships through growing old and the effects of war.
Comment is made about the use of opposites and there is reference to
the oxymoron. The lack of coverage and underdeveloped points
hinders progress. For example, the point about ‘the ladder’ requires
further clarification, as the point about it being metaphorically
described could have been a very good point to make (the candidate is
possibly referring to climbing 'the rungs of his broken ribs'). The brevity
of the response, together with the lack of context, hinders progress. A
mark at the bottom of Level 2 is awarded.

Level 2, 5 marks

lf \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

The acronym PETER + C is useful for structuring responses. (Point,
Evidence, Technique, Effect on Reader, plus Context).

For Anthology poetry questions, context is assessed.
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Question 2

CONFLICT
Named poem: No Problem by Benjamin Zephaniah
Q: Compare how a problem is presented in the two poems.

This remains the most popular question. Most candidates compared No Problem with Half-
caste. Many responses were placed in Level 3, but the full range of marks was awarded.

Students who did well explored nuance in language, e.g. the irony of ‘sum of me best friends
are white’ and went further than identifying that the poem is written in dialect - perhaps to
consider pride in identity. Higher level candidates also weaved context points into their essay
and how it perhaps influenced the writing rather than in appearing as an add-on.

Some good responses were seen where candidates had compared with A Poison Tree
although, in some instances, more comparisons could have been made, such as how do their
messages and tone re. anger compare? Some students produced an excellent analysis of No
Problem and A Poison Tree but did not compare enough.

Many candidates were able to explore the named poem in detail and compare to some
extent, but a lot of responses got caught up in the context and theme of the poem especially
when comparing it to Agard's Half-caste. Only the very able were able to draw comparisons
across the board. Some very able candidates were able to link the poem to poems such as
My Cousin Kate, Exposure, War Photographer and other poems from the collection.

There are five exemplars for this question, as it was the most popular option.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate compares No Problem with A Poison Tree.

In this first response, the candidate engages with the question and
makes some valid points, such as Zephaniah remaining calm, despite
racist comments and how the problem in A Poison Tree is
uncontrollable. There is reference to Caribbean dialect and the use of
adjectives. There is an assumption made about Zephaniah not being
liked because of his race, but this idea is not supported with relevant
evidence. There is also some misinterpretation of ‘outstretched’ on the
second page. There is some here.

Level 2, 7 marks

T\ ResultsPlus
\_; Examiner Tip

Candidates are advised to spend approximately 35 minutes on their
chosen Anthology section.
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This exemplar is a response that just slips into Level 3.
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N { ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

The candidate compares No Problem with Half-caste.

The candidate considers how a problem is presented through ‘hurtful
actions’, such as Zephaniah being victim of ‘silly playground taunts’ and
Agard being affected and frustrated by being called ‘half-caste’. The
candidate correctly compares how both poems are about racism.

Some contextual points are inaccurate, such as Zephaniah being born
in Africa, when in fact he is British and born in Birmingham. Some
points are not entirely accurate or could have benefited with more
clarification, such as the point about ‘Mother country’ and how ‘she has
let him down due to the ways he gets picked upon'.

On best fit, this is a low Level 3 response.

Level 3, 10 marks

) Examiner Tip

'/ \ ResultsPlus
\\

Positive points do not negate incorrect ones.
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The following is a good example of a top Level 3 response.
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/'-—-.". Examiner Comments

The candidate compares No Problem with Half-caste.

The candidate begins with an introduction explaining that the poems
are about racial abuse and prejudice. There is a focus on the use of
language and there are examples of repetition, metaphors and
structure. The poems are compared throughout and there are some
embedded contextual points. Close analysis is not sustained, but this is
a good example of a response that fulfils the criteria for a mark at the
top of Level 3.

Level 3, 12 marks

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
Candidates are free to select and comment on textual details in a
variety of ways. They are not expected to deal with every possible
point.
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The following is a Level 4 response.
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/--._ Examiner Comments

The candidate compares No Problem with Catrin.

The candidate begins by identifying that both poems explore
‘juxtaposing ideas of life’s problems’, or ‘maternal struggles’ and ‘racist
stereotypes and discrimination” and continues with some contextual
background. (The candidate means Gillian Clarke but is not penalised
for the error.) There are comments about the structure of the two
poems and some discussion about the nature of the problems. Ideas
are supported with relevant examples and there are some references
to specific terms, such as metaphors and adjectives. The conclusion
successfully summarises the content of the essay. A thorough
understanding of the two poems is demonstrated. More specific
examples could have benefited this response further.

Level 4, 15 marks
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\ Examiner Tip

Use exemplar responses in the classroom. Encourage students to
highlight where references to the question have been made, the use of
quotations and any subject relevant terminology. Ask students to mark
responses and then discuss their findings.
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This exemplar is a full mark response.
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/--.'. Examiner Comments

The candidate compares No Problem with Extract from The Prelude.

This is an assured and perceptive response that is compacted with
language points. A wide range of comparisons are made, and the
candidate considers how, in No Problem, there is a problem with
racism, which is compared with Wordsworth’s problem with nature,
that can be ‘beautiful and powerful but also destructive and
unpredictable’. A vast number of language points have been made and
various techniques identified, such as: verbs, adjectives, nouns, list,
volta, irony, alliteration, repetition and more. All points are supported
with relevant examples and both poems are explored in some detail.
There are contextual details to support the points made. In the time
suggested, this is an impressive response.

Level 5, 20 marks
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Question 3

TIME AND PLACE
Named poem: Stewart Island by Fleur Adcock
Q: Compare how personal experiences are presented in the two poems.

This is the least popular collection from the anthology; however, those who do study these
poems are often very successful. Again, there was the full range of responses and a range of
second poems were chosen for comparison.

Candidates appeared to show good engagement with this question and were able to
compare the poem with other poems where the persona shared a similar disposition to a
place that arouses unpleasant memories such as Nothing’s Changed, First Flight, London, and
others from the collection. Candidates were able to discuss in detail the context of the poems
and autobiographical features, as well as discussing links with other poems.

The question performed as expected and there were no issues evident.

There are two examples for this questions. The first is a sustained response that would have
benefited from more comparison and contextual points.
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The candidate compares Stewart Island with First Flight.

The candidate begins with some contextual comment and explores
how the poet uses ‘but’ to begin the poem and how a conversational
tone is created. The candidate goes on to discuss Adcock’s truthfulness
and how the island is portrayed - being a positive experience for the
‘locals’ rather than herself. The family’s negative experiences are then
explored, and a range of language points are included. When
discussing First Flight, the candidate compares the personal
experiences and how the changing attitude towards flying is
presented. The comparison within the poem, First Flight, about the
‘inexperienced vs experienced’ and ‘nervous vs arrogant’ is a good
point. A range of very good points have been made and all answer
space has been used; however, there is very little comparison and little
context, particularly in relation to First Flight. Had more comparisons
been made, this would have gained a mark in Level 5.

Level 4, 15 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Remind candidates to compare features of the two poems. Responses
should include some comment about the similarities and differences
of the two poems.
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Our second exemplar is a particularly successful response and is useful for reference.
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The candidate compares Stewart Island with London.

Unusually, the candidate begins with a quotation from a critic and goes
on to explain how it resonates in the poem and reflects Fleur Adcock’s
‘love-hate relationship with her native New Zealand’, cleverly including
a contextual point in the process. The introduction compares how
Blake describes London and his views of ‘corrupt government and
society’. This maturely expressed response continues to compare a
range of language and structural points. A wide range of terminology is
employed: tonal shift, juxtaposition, anecdote, asyndetic listing,
oxymoronic phrases and much more. In addition, relevant contextual
points are made throughout. This is an impressive response that goes
above and beyond the mark scheme.

Level 5, 20 marks
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) Examiner Tip
Contextual points should be embedded and support the points made.
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Question 4

BELONGING
Named poem: Island Man by Grace Nichols
Q: Compare how a sense of belonging is presented in the two poems.

The named poem was clearly popular with candidates, as they were able to write confidently
about it. Candidates could discuss general meanings and contextual influences of the poems
they compared with. Some candidates did not then go into detail analysing their supporting
evidence. The more successful responses really did look deeper at the language used and
how this reflected the poets’ own identities.

A lot of responses linked Island Man with Peckham Rye and focused on the contrasting ideas
of one yearning to be somewhere else while the other wanted to be accepted. Another
popular poem for comparison was Jamaican British.

There are two exemplars for this question. The first is a level 5 response.
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/'--". Examiner Comments

The candidate compares Island Man with Jamaican British.

This is an assured response that compares and contrasts both poems
and makes a range of relevant points supported with evidence. The
candidate begins with some contextual comment and goes on to
explore how the title, Jamaican British , suggests a sense of belonging
and how it contrasts to a lack of belonging in Island Man . Comments
include the reference to stereotypes and ‘narrow-minded individuals' in
Jamaican British , and how the Island man ‘belongs to his island’. A
range of terminology is employed, including sentence structure,
repetition and a variety of adjectives. This is an assured response.
More coverage would have secured full marks.

Level 5, 18 marks

s N

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Use the mark grids in the mark schemes to guide you when marking
mock examinations.
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The following is an example of a top Level 2 borderline response.
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/'--.. Examiner Comments

The candidate compares Island Man with My Mother’s Kitchen.

The candidate considers how both poems explore the ‘beauty of where
born’ and explores some points and comments on the use of verbs
and adjectives. There is a good point about the speaker in My Mother’s
Kitchen being unable to find a place to call home and how there is a
sense of displacement in both poems. There is some attempt to
explore structure and to include some context; however, there is some
general commentary and not enough specific examples, close analysis
or coverage of the poems. There is enough here to place at the top of
Level 2.

Level 2, 8 marks

(T ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Centres are urged to cover all poems in their chosen Anthology
collection to give their students the widest scope of poems to choose

when answering the question.
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Question 5

UNSEEN POETRY
The unseen poems were: Grannie by Vernon Scannell and Seeing Granny by James Berry.

Question: Compare the ways the writers present grandmothers in Poem 1: Grannie and
Poem 2: Seeing Granny.

The unseen poems worked very well. Candidates generally understood the language and the
sentiments of the poems and wrote impressively about them. Some had difficulty catching
the tone of the James Berry poem, recognising the somewhat off-putting, perhaps even
repulsive, nature of some of the imagery (the ‘toothless’ mouth ‘with fleshy lips ... all wet’
attracted a lot of commentary), but not finding it easy to reconcile this with the ‘loving ...
hands’, or the love of the grandmother for the grandchild expressed through feeding. The
better responses seemed to be those that were content to live with ambiguity and
ambivalence, those which recognised both the affection for the grandmother and the
discomfort, without the need to force the interpretation in one particular direction.

Some candidates did not explore all of Grannie, often only exploring the beginning and
ending only. Many commented on the contrasting appearance from ‘so tall, so wide, so large’
to the ‘tiny, frail, old lady’ she became.

It was interesting that candidates found Seeing Granny more challenging, especially when
discussing ‘She bruises your face’, believing that the grandmother was violent; however,
some assured interpretation was offered in relation to the ‘tree-root hands’ and linking this to
family roots and strength.

Examiner comments include:

‘The choice of poems was appropriate and accessible for students across a range of abilities
and cultures as it allowed students to link them to existing knowledge and experiences. As a

result, few candidates failed to even attempt this question. The weaker candidates were able
to discuss the obvious differences and also identify simple language devices. The more able

drew on finer nuances and inferences.’

Another commented:

‘Q5 has been fabulous - a full range of responses that take the poems far too literally at
times, like grandmothers who literally beat their grandchildren and leave bruises, to some
who have actually ‘stuffed’ them. These poems were brilliant, and most students found them
relatable on some level and commented so. In the exception papers, it seems that many
students enjoyed these poems so much that they wrote better responses than the studied
poems. That's satisfying and shows that they have learnt some real poetry analysis skills.’
(MB)
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Overall, the unseen poems performed well and provided opportunities for all abilities to
excel.

For this question, we have five exemplars covering all levels. It is intended that these can be
used for future marking guidance, particularly during mock examinations.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Our first exemplar for this question is a brief response that makes
some relevant comment. There is comment about how Grannie
changes from ‘so tall, so wide' to ‘tiny, frail'’and how the grandmother
in Poem 2 is not described in such detail; however, both grandmothers
look after their grandchildren. There is some comparison here but the
brevity of the response hinders progress.

Level 2, 5 marks

< ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip
Centres should remind candidates how much time to allocate to each
guestion.
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This second response is placed in Level 3. There is a sound understanding of the two poems
and ideas are supported with relevant examples.
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/“--'- Examiner Comments
This is a personal response that successfully follows the Point,
Evidence, Explain format to structure the answer. Comment is made
about how both grandmothers are protective and supports this with
relevant examples of the ‘shawl’ and ‘watches you feed'. The next point
compares how the grandmothers are loving, with ‘love lit up the day’
and ‘loving tree-root hands'. The next point contrasts the gentle and
‘bruising’ natures of the grandmothers and there is comment about
the differing tone and the coverage of time. There is little use of
subject specific terminology; however a good range of points have
been made. More examples and close analysis of specific words and
phrases could have benefited this response.

Level 3, 11 marks

-

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
This exemplar is good to use in class for candidates to identify how the
Point, Evidence, Explain format could be used.
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This next exemplar is a borderline response.
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate is beginning to offer some thoughtful
comment. There are comments about how the grandmothers contrast
and how one gives comfort and the other some discomfort. Although
some ideas are repeated, a range of examples are provided, and a
number of language techniques have been identified. The candidate
comments on the use of pronouns, similes, verbs, personification and
metaphors. More coverage and a greater range of examples could
have benefited the response further; however, there is enough here
for it to slip into Level 4.

Level 4, 13 marks

.—"'_"'\-I
e

\ \ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Try to avoid repeating points. (Examples can be reused if making a
different point.)
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This next response is sustained and thoughtful.
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~ Examiner Comments
This response is working towards Level 5. It is both sustained and
thoughtful and a range of well-expressed points are made, such as
how the grandmothers are both ‘everlasting beacons of hope and love'.
Other good points include the comparison of the ‘tough love' and the
‘tender’ and how the grandmothers interact with their grandchildren.
Comparisons are made throughout the response and there are
interesting points made about time, memory and structure. A
sympathetic reading is given to both poems. There is even an attempt
to explore some context (although not assessed in this part of the
paper). Not many techniques are identified, but this is borderline
Levels 4 and 5.

Level 4, 16 marks

W4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Candidates must compare the two poems. Practise using discourse
markers: On the other hand, whereas, however, this is different to, this
is also seen, whereas, etc.
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This is our final exemplar.
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/--.‘: Examiner Comments

Our final exemplar is an impressive response, especially when we
remind ourselves that these two poems are unseen. ldeas are
maturely conveyed, and the range of terminology employed is
impressive. The candidate explores the use of positive and negative
imagery, structure and viewpoint, metre, personification, similes,
verbs, nouns, hyperbole, metaphors, imperatives, caesura and more.
This is both assured and perceptive and goes above and beyond
expectations.

Level 5, 20 marks

A ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip

Do check our website regularly, as we continue to add teaching and
learning materials.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, centres are offered the following advice:

e please remind students to write their responses in the correct area of the answer booklet.
Space is provided for each part. It does not matter which order questions are attempted,
but the responses should be in the correct answer space

e candidates should not use extra paper. Ample space is provided in the answer booklet

e centres should remind their students of which Assessment Objectives are being assessed.
When responding to the Anthology question, candidates need to consider language, form,
structure and context

e context is assessed in Poetry Anthology questions ONLY

e poems need to be compared and relevant terminology employed where appropriate.

e To conclude, the paper performed as intended and there were no obvious issues
experienced by the candidates. All questions provided opportunities to access the full
range of marks and provided equal opportunities.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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