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Introduction

Introduction

Assessment Overview

Following two unprecedented years as a result of Covid, it was decided to offer centres the 
option of entering their students for either the 1ET0 02N (Prose) or the 1ET0 02P (Poetry) 
papers.

This GCSE 1ET0 02N English Literature examination consists of one Prose section and lasts 
for 1 hour and 20 minutes. This is a closed book examination and was the most popular 
option.

Candidates answer the two-part question based on the text that they have studied. The text 
choices are:

Jane Eyre – Charlotte Brontё

Great Expectations – Charles Dickens

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – R L Stevenson

A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens

Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen

Silas Marner – George Eliot

Frankenstein – Mary Shelley

For the chosen text, candidates are presented with an extract (approximately 400 words) and 
answer a question relating to it, paying particular attention to the writer’s use of language, 
form and structure. The second part of the question draws on the candidate’s knowledge 
about their chosen text and asks them to provide a response giving examples from 
elsewhere in the novel.

The total number of marks available for this paper is 40. Both parts of the question carry 20 
marks. 
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Principal Examiner Comment

This has been a very successful series and centres should be congratulated for preparing 
their students so well, particularly during the past couple of challenging years. There were no 
errors on the examination paper and no erratum notices issued. Overall, candidates 
responded to the tasks exceptionally well and the full range of marks has been awarded for 
all questions.

The most popular text was A Christmas Carol followed by Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. The least 
popular option was Silas Marner with slightly less responses than Pride and Prejudice.

Generally, candidates seemed well prepared and knew their chosen text. For Part a), 
candidates sometimes lacked a clear focus on language and structure with responses 
sometimes becoming a little narrative. Although reported in previous examiner reports, 
several candidates included contextual points in Part b) as well as further language analysis, 
which are not assessed. Although these do not negate any relevant points made, more time 
could be spent on providing further examples. Candidates should simply demonstrate their 
understanding of the novel they have studied in relation to the question.

There were some responses that had clearly been memorised and adapted for the topic of 
the question, so were not entirely relevant. Responses that did well often covered three or 
more areas from the whole of their chosen text. 


Responses placed in lower levels tended to:

lack focus on the question
misread the question or include irrelevant points
not deal with the correct Assessment Objectives – for example, not exploring the language, 
structure and form in Part a) or exploring context in Part b).

Responses placed in higher levels tended to:

focus on the question
identify a wide variety of techniques used by the author, which were correctly identified 
and supported with evidence. Examples were explained in some detail and the effect on 
the reader was considered
demonstrate an assured or perceptive understanding of the novel and the techniques (in 
Part a) used by the author.
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As in previous series, the most common errors in the Prose section were:

not exploring the extract enough – perhaps giving one or two examples only (Part a)
appearing to muddle the Assessment Objectives – for instance, not exploring the 
language, form and structure in part a), the given extract, but unnecessarily trying to 
analyse the language, form and structure for their examples ‘elsewhere in the novel’ – as 
this is closed book, a most difficult task to try and achieve
commenting on context or incorrectly using the extract to answer Part b).

General points from examiner reports:

the paper performed well. The extracts were accessible and the subjects for Part (b) well 
understood
quite a few responses included language and structure points in Part (b) in ways that did 
not add to exploration of the set subject
quite a few responses included information on context that were irrelevant to the question 
most answers did include a Part (a) and a Part (b); however, quite a few did not indicate 
where part (b) began
it would be useful for candidates to have opportunity to work at being concise under 
pressure. Longer answers were not always stronger ones. Some spent too much time on 
Part (a), leaving candidates little time for Part (b)
some answers were remarkably thoughtful, mature and impressive. Some, in both parts, 
were worthy and in excess of the 20 marks
there were a few responses that simply paraphrased the extract. Much of what was 
written was not dealing with the relevant Assessment Objective, which is something that 
centres will be reminded of
those that approached the extract in a more mechanical way (The writer uses imagery 
to…) often managed to include more useful points, even if they still struggled to explain 
the effect of things they noted. This sort of framework was helpful to candidates who 
would otherwise have struggled to know where to begin
there were very few zeros on this paper.

Stronger responses:

were focused on the demands of the questions and focused appropriately on the AOs 
assessed
analysed and explored appropriate, relevant language and structural features used
focused on the passages and embedded short, one word or small phrased quotations 
exploring the language used, having identified correctly the techniques being used

5 GCSE English Literature 1ET0 2N



had a wide ranging and in-depth knowledge of the text, used appropriately to answer the 
question
were able to explore the text as a construct/ a piece of literature and explore it
constructed a clear response, using paragraphs and clearly made, often inter-linked points 
offered clearly written opinion, stepping back from the text and evaluating their feelings 
about the author’s intentions in relation to the demands of the question.

Less successful responses:

included too much irrelevant context or described contextual details
described the contents of the extracts rather than provide an analysis
became narrative
picked out basic techniques, defining what they were and providing a supporting textual 
detail, but did not then examine, explain or analyse
were unbalanced with a great deal written for one part of the question, but not the other
included generalised references that, at times, were muddled
used some very vague terminology, e.g., the writer uses words / the writer uses quotations 
/ the writer includes …
used incorrect terminology, e.g., identifying a simile when it was not
gave too much focus on the use of adjectives, nouns, verbs, adverbs
were not well structured and contained material written in a disjointed and inaccurate 
manner
offered little to no personal comment.

Examiners commented on the success of the paper and generally they felt that candidates 
had been well-prepared for the examination. Some commented on how impressive some 
responses were and that essays were a delight to read. Centres should be congratulated on 
their hard work and we should like to wish our candidates every luck and best wishes for the 
future.
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Question 1

Jane Eyre

As seen in previous series, the majority of answers were all Level 3 and above, with a number 
gaining Level 5. Those gaining lower marks tended to re-cap the extract and, for part b, did 
not respond to the bullet points in the question, tending to recount Jane’s experience of 
education.

A: Explore how Brontё presents Helen Burns in this extract.

Overall, candidates made a range of points in relation to Helen Burns and identified a range 
of techniques, such as the use of exclamatory sentences, the use of rhetorical questions, 
repetition, listing, pronouns, the literary genre of the bildungsroman and, at times, there 
were comments about the use of tone. Candidates noted that Helen is a role model, 
passionate, dedicated, has strong morals and has religious faith.

One examiner commented that ‘the most frequently noted features of the extract were the 
contrast between Jane and Helen and their response to authority. The frequent use of ‘I’ in 
Jane’s responses was noted as were the use of italics. The biblical references made by Helen 
and the use of listing were also identified.’

B: Explain how education is explored elsewhere in the novel

Education was explored through a range of examples, such as at Gateshead Hall, Lowood, 
Jane’s work as a governess at Thornfield Hall, Jane learning languages when she lives with her 
cousins, the Rivers family, at Marsh End (or Moor House), and teaching at Morton School.

Most candidates considered the formal schooling Jane and others receive and some looked 
at Jane’s role in the education of others. An interesting response explored Mr Rochester’s 
behaviour as an attempt to educate Jane to suit him. Few considered the time Jane spent 
with St John Rivers or her work there at Morton School.
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In this exemplar, the candidate provides a maturely expressed response to both parts of the 
question.
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Part (a): In this sustained and assured response, the candidate 
comments on Helen’s maturity, her opposing opinions, her faith and 
being a role model. A range of techniques has been identified, 
including the use of direct speech, blunt questions and answers, 
rhetorical questions, a variety of adjectives and metaphors. The 
candidate selects specific words and phrases and includes some 
perceptive points, such as teaching Jane to ‘combat hatred with love’.

Level 5, 20 marks

Part (b) A range of examples are included in this interesting response. 
The candidate comments on Mr Brocklehurst, Helen St John Rivers and 
Jane being an ‘educator for feminism’. Different types of education 
have bene explored and there is some comment about Jane being a 
‘sufferer of the classist system’. Although this could be deemed as a 
contextual point, it is fully relevant to the points being made about the 
different experiences of education seen throughout the novel. This is 
an unusual response that maintains focus on the question.

Level 5, 20 marks

When responding to Part a) extract, encourage students to begin by 
identifying specific words and phrases that provide good examples and 
use these as the basis for their response to the question.
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Question 2

Great Expectations

Candidates responded positively to the question and clearly were able to identify ideas in 
relation to language, structure and form. The PETER (Point, Evidence, Technique, Effect on 
Reader) formula was often seen and enabled candidates to access marks in Level 3. Weaker 
responses tended to be point and evidence with some attempt to comment on reader. There 
were some sympathetic readings and a clear understanding of the characters demonstrated.

A. Explore how Dickens presents the meeting between Pip and Estella in this extract.

A number of responses were maturely expressed and explored a wide range of language 
techniques, analysing some words or phrases in depth, such as ‘wretched’ and ‘remained’. 
The effect on the reader was often considered. A number of candidates explored the use of 
exclamations, verbs, nouns, adjectives and repetition. Many identified that the meeting was 
awkward and how Pip’s feelings and emotions were shown. Some commented on the 
‘freshness of her [Estella’s] beauty’ and how Pip admits that she has ‘always held your place in 
my heart’.

There were either the responses that explored a few examples in depth or those that 
explored a broad range, but not in great detail. Both methods were often successful.

One examiner commented that candidates were ‘able to comment on the dialogue, 
repetition, the way awkwardness is portrayed and, sometimes, examples of alliteration and 
sibilance. Some responses focused overly on the paragraph describing the moon rising, 
linking it into the significance of the name ‘Estella’, but few really got to the heart of the 
emotions on display.’

B: Explain how Estella is important elsewhere in the novel.

Candidates provided a range of points in relation to Estella elsewhere in the novel, including 
events at Satis House resulting in Pip’s desire to better himself following Estella’s poor 
treatment of him; how Estella helps Miss Havisham to ‘break men’s hearts’ and how, through 
Estella, Pip learns life lessons.

Some candidates included pertinent quotations, particularly the reference to moths when 
Estella warns Pip of the dangers of falling in love with her.

An examiner commented that ‘most noted the change in Estella’s treatment of Pip over time. 
(The choice of extract perhaps provoked this.) Most included material on her treatment of Pip 
when they were children. Some included Estella as a danger to men, her pride and her 
connection to Miss Havisham. Very few responses considered the links with Magwitch.’
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In this exemplar, the candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of a range of language 
points and provides a relevant personal response.
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Part (a): The candidate begins by commenting on Pip’s infatuation with 
Estella and the bildungsroman genre. Relevant examples are included 
to support pints; however, the language could have been explored 
even further, such as the ‘beauty … majesty … charm’ example. Most 
ideas follow the Point Evidence Explain format with some good points, 
such as Pip and Estella both gaining ‘emotional intelligence and 
maturity’.

Level 3, 11 marks

Part (b): A range of very good points are made in this response, such as 
Pip being motivated to become a gentleman by Estella, Pip’s visits to 
Satis House, Estella’s influence on Pip and how she is used by Miss 
Havisham to break men’s hearts. There are grey areas, such as the 
comment about Estella marrying Compeyson. There is some context 
referring to the Elizabethan era, which is not accurate; however context 
is not assessed in the novels questions.

Level 3, 12 marks
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For responses to the novel, Part a) questions, a most useful acronym to 
use when exploring AO2 is PETER: Point, Evidence, Technique, Effect on 
Reader.
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Question 3

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

This remains the second most popular text.

A full range of responses were seen for this novel. Some examiners commented on the 
thorough and assured knowledge of the text and those who were not as successful as the 
Assessment Objectives were not addressed and some responses lacked sufficient range of 
examples for Part (b).

A: Explore how Stevenson presents the events when Mr Utterson and Mr Enfield stop to look 
at Dr Jekyll’s house in this extract.

Most found a range of examples to comment on in this extract. Candidates often commented 
on the weather and time of day and connected that to ideas about foreboding and fear. 
Identification of techniques often included pathetic fallacy, listing, juxtaposition, verbs and 
adjectives.

Not all understood what is meant by ‘twilight’ but some were able to consider ideas about 
light and dark alongside duality or conflict between characters.

Some understood the light-hearted exchange at the opening (and its contrast to the end of 
the passage), but some took it to be irritation or anger.

Students who achieved Level 3 seemed to work through the passage commenting on the 
beginning, middle and end. Some would securely relate this to what Stevenson had achieved, 
whilst others just did this in a more formulaic manner.

Most successful responses included comments on the tone and feelings of Enfield and 
Utterson at the beginning of the passage, particularly ‘what an ass you must have thought of 
me’ and how this had changed to the end when ‘they were both pale … horror in their eyes’.

Less successful responses demonstrated the idea of mood change and entrapment, but the 
overall effect was not always as well addressed. It was noted that some responses were set 
out in three separate paragraphs each one focussing on one strand of the mark scheme.

B: Explain how friendship is important elsewhere in the novel.

On the whole, most candidates considered the friendships between Utterson and Enfield, 
Lanyon and Dr Jekyll. Some explored the friendship between Jekyll and Hyde.
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Some candidates lost focus on the question and the theme of secrecy or duality appeared a 
few times. There were also several of candidates that considered context (not assessed in 
this part of the paper) and what friendship meant to Victorian gentlemen. Loyalty, trust and 
concern for well-being were qualities identified in the relationships. Some explored the 
broken friendship and what remained after it ended.

This answer is one where (in both a and b) additional paragraphs on context most often 
featured and was least useful. There was much about the habits and beliefs of Victorian 
gentlemen, class, and sometimes science and references to Darwin. Contextual points do not 
negate other valid ones’ however, time could be used more beneficially by providing more 
examples.

For this novel, we have three examples.
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This first example is particularly successful.
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Part (a) This is a confident and maturely expressed response exploring 
a wide range of examples and ideas. The candidate considers how the 
events are depressing, sad, confusing and horrifying, and there is 
identification of isolation and secrecy. A range of examples support the 
points made and specific words and phrases are selected and 
discussed in detail; however, there are some missed opportunities to 
explore techniques, but there are some such as pathetic fallacy and 
repetition.

Level 5, 18 marks

Part (b) Again, this is a confident response exploring a variety of 
friendships. There is assured and perceptive discussion about 
Utterson’s ‘friendships’ with Mr Guest and Poole, showing how there is 
no class boundary. There is also discussion of Utterson’s friendship 
and loyalty towards Jekyll and the friendship between Lanyon and 
Jekyll.

Level 5, 20 marks

Candidates do not have to use quotations in Part b). Examples can be 
specific references to specific episodes in the novel studied or 
paraphrased quotations.
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This second exemplar is a good example of a Level 2 response.
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Part (a) In this lengthy response the candidate explores the extract but 
tends to provide a commentary without analysing the language, form 
and structure. There is comment about how events are stressful and 
mysterious, and that Jekyll is ‘hiding something’. There are some 
quotations used; however, at times these are too long and are not 
explored. Some comment is vague or generalised, such as ‘wants the 
audience to be hooked’. There is some here.

Level 2, 7 marks

Part (b) There is comment about the friendships between Enfield, 
Lanyon and Utterson, but the lack of details and examples hinders 
progress. In addition, there are some inaccuracies and the response 
becomes narrative. There is enough here for a mark at the lower end 
of Level 2.

Level 2, 6 marks

Candidates should avoid rephrasing the given extract by using 
quotations from it. More successful responses pick words or phrases 
and say how these exemplify the given theme, character, setting or 
other question focus.
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In this final exemplar for Jekyll and Hyde, a typical Level 3 response is provided.
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Part (a) This is a good example of a Level 3 response. The candidate 
identifies that the events begin ‘calm and peaceful’ but become 
desperate and shocking. There are comments about contrast, 
adjectives and adverbs. The PETER (Point, Evidence, Technique, Effect 
on Reader) approach has been used. More coverage would have 
benefited this response.

Level 3, 11 marks

Part (b) The candidate begins by commenting on how friendship is 
what drives Utterson to uncover the truth about Hyde, especially as he 
believes that his friend, Jekyll, is being blackmailed. The friendship 
between Lanyon and Jekyll is also discussed; however, the response is 
not sustained, and some examples could have been explored in more 
detail.

Level 3, 11 marks

For Part (a), candidates will qualify for higher levels if they penetrate 
the extract for as many examples as possible.
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Question 4

A Christmas Carol

By far, this is the most popular novel for this paper with in excess of 25000 responses seen. 
Candidates clearly engaged with the given extract and were able to comment on a range of 
language points. The theme of kindness for Part (b) was very successful and all candidates 
were able to give some examples. As expected, a full range of marks was awarded with the 
vast majority gaining marks in Level 3 or above.

A: Explore how Dickens presents Scrooge’s visit to the churchyard in this extract.

Most commented on the use of ‘choked’ and the description of vegetation in the graveyard. 
They often commented on ‘clutched’ as a sign of Scrooge’s desperation. They were able to 
pick out ways in which Scrooge’s emotions and the fear or horror were presented and the 
contrast with the way the spirit is shown. This was often well done.

Not all understood the use of ‘worthy’ in the extract, but they did note that repetition made it 
important. Not all understood ‘fat with repleted appetite’ and interpretations of this varied. 
(There were a few gruesome ones about human fat choking the vegetation).

The phrase ‘he cried’ was sometimes interpreted to be ‘he was in tears’ rather than an 
exclamation.

Although there were some mature and excellent responses, there were many that included a 
simple paraphrase of the extract, supporting the point that the extract was accessible and 
provided opportunities for all abilities.

(One examiner commented: ‘A small number of candidates began with working through their 
paraphrased version of the extract and only turned to comment in the final sections of their 
answer. It appeared that they might have been able to say more about the extract if they 
hadn’t been distracted into re-writing it.’)

B: Explain how being kind is portrayed elsewhere in the novel.

Kindness was well understood, and examples usually included Fred, the charity collectors, 
Bob Cratchit, Fezziwig, and Scrooge at the end. Also frequently included were Fran and Tiny 
Tim (his good wishes to everyone and his determination to be seen at church to help others). 
The ghosts were sometimes included (particularly Christmas Present) and a few wrote about 
Marley’s kindness in warning Scrooge. Many answers also included where kindness was 
missing. Quite a few showed exactly how Scrooge’s unkind acts at the beginning were 
reversed at the end.
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Victorian context was sometimes included. One interesting response talked about how 
Dickens was pointing out the lack of kindness shown by employers of the day. (Bob Cratchit’s 
poor salary and his walk to work were apparently typical of the time and not just a sign of 
Scrooge’s meanness.)

For this novel, there are five examples covering the full range of marks.

The first is a secure Level 3 response.
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Part (a) The candidate explores the change in Scrooge as the extract 
progresses. The candidate explores specific words and phrases, such 
as ‘trembled’ and ‘neglected’ and identifies a range of techniques, 
including sibilance, verbs, interrogative and exclamative sentences. 
There are some missed opportunities, such as commenting about the 
use of block capitals. Close analysis is not sustained but this is working 
towards Level 4.

Level 3, 12 marks

Part (b) The candidate comments on the kindness of a range of 
characters, including Fred, the charity collectors, Jacob Marley, other 
spirits and Tiny Tim. All examples are fully relevant, but they are not 
explored in any depth or detail.

Level 3, 12 marks

Encourage candidates to highlight or circle specific words and phrases 
in the extract and use these to base their Part (a) response on.
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In this second response, the candidate is awarded full marks.

51 GCSE English Literature 1ET0 2N



52GCSE English Literature 1ET0 2N



53 GCSE English Literature 1ET0 2N



54GCSE English Literature 1ET0 2N



55 GCSE English Literature 1ET0 2N



56GCSE English Literature 1ET0 2N



57 GCSE English Literature 1ET0 2N



Part (a) In this detailed response, the candidate provides a wide range 
of examples from the extract. Comments are made on how the 
experience is terrifying for Scrooge and how the visit to the graveyard 
is emotional and results in Scrooge’s transformation. There is very 
good focus on the Assessment Objective, AO2, with specific words and 
phrases explored. A wide range of techniques have been identified, 
including verbs, nouns, metaphors, personal pronouns, symbolism and 
structure.

Level 5, 20 marks

Part (b) A wide range of examples are included in this response and are 
explored in some detail. The candidate considers: the charity 
collectors, Fred, the Ghost of Christmas Past, Fezziwig, Fan, Scrooge’s 
father and the effect he has had on Scrooge, the Cratchit family and 
Scrooge’s transformation at the end of the novel. There are also 
comments about authorial intent that are used to support the points 
made. This is a confident response that clearly demonstrates assured 
and perceptive understanding of the novel.

Level 5, 20 marks
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Use these exemplars for students to identify where the assessment 
objectives are covered.

For example, present students with a Part (a) response and get them 
to highlight the quotations and techniques.
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In our third example, the candidate gains marks in Level 4.
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Part (a) In this response, the candidate identifies how the visit to the 
churchyard is scary and ‘eerie’ for Scrooge and how it makes him feel 
remorseful resulting in the extract being ‘heart-warming’. Specific 
words and phrases are discussed, such as how the graveyard is 
overgrown and neglected. There are some missed opportunities to 
comment on specific techniques, such as the exclamative and 
repetitive ‘oh, no, no!’, but exploration of the extract is sustained.

Level 4, 13 marks

Part (b) The candidate considers the kindness shown by Bob Cratchit, 
Scrooge (at the end of the novel), Fezziwig and the charity collectors. 
Focus on the question is maintained and examples include some 
details and thoughtful comments.

Level 4, 15 marks

Candidates should regularly refer to the question in order to maintain 
focus.
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Here is an example of a Level 2 response.
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Part (a) In this response, the candidate explores Scrooge’s sorrow and 
how it is an ‘eye-opener’ for him. A range of examples have been 
included, but the lack of comment about the use of language hinders 
progress. There is some re-telling of events and missed opportunities.

Level 2, 7 marks

Part (b) The candidate comments on Scrooge’s kindness at the end of 
the novel; however, there are some inaccuracies, such as Scrooge 
buying the turkey from a person selling them and, later, Fred inviting 
Scrooge to Fezziwig’s party. Other relevant examples of kindness are 
indicated although not explored, such as the references to Belle and 
Fan.

Level 2, 6 marks
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Candidates must explore other areas of the novel when responding to 
Part (b) of the question.

It is the candidate's opportunity to show how well they know the novel 
that they have studied.
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The final exemplar illustrates where only part of the question has been attempted.
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Part (a) In this response, the candidate comments on how Scrooge 
begs for forgiveness and is afraid of death. There are some overly long 
quotations, but there is some comment about how Scrooge is unsure 
about the spirit and refers to it as ‘it’. Other comments include how 
Scrooge trembled and the spirit showing some kindness when it holds 
out its hand.

Level 2, 6 marks

There is no response to Part (b) of the question.

Candidates should focus on selecting examples ONLY from the given 
extract and commenting on the language, form and structure. 
Remember – Context is not assessed in either part of the question.
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Question 5

Pride and Prejudice

As in previous series, very few responses are received for this novel, but most are usually 
placed in Level 3 or above. There were examples where there were some misinterpretations, 
such as Wickham’s true nature, but on the whole a thorough or assured understanding was 
demonstrated.

A: Explore how Austen presents Wickham in this extract.

The extract allowed candidates to comment on dialogue. Some observed Wickham’s claiming 
to be reluctant to criticise while doing just that, despite interruptions and opportunities to 
change the subject. Some noted his frequent use of ‘I’ and most noted the duplicity of 
Wickham. There was much personal engagement when discussing Wickham and criticising 
Elizabeth and her tendency to be too quick to judge and to share her opinion.

B: Explain how pride is explored elsewhere in the novel.

Pride was usually well understood. Lady Catherine and Darcey both regularly appeared in 
this section. Mr Collins and pride in connections was included sometimes. The text seems to 
be memorable as quotations were often included, which illustrated the depth of 
understanding and knowledge of the novel.

The following is an example of a response placed in Level 4.
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Part (a) The candidate considers how Wickham is close to the Darcy 
family and, in the extract, appears to be humble, making the reader 
think they can trust him. In his attempts to make Elizabeth trust him, 
he appears to be the innocent party and the victim. The candidate 
selects specific words and phrases and provides some interpretation, 
but there is very little use of terminology. There is some thoughtful 
engagement with the extract and the response is sustained. Further 
close analysis of language, structure and form could have benefited 
the response further.

Level 4, 14 marks

Part (b) This is a sustained response that explores how pride is 
demonstrated at the first ball. There is comment about how Darcy and 
Bingley are rude to others, particularly Elizabeth, and how this leads to 
Elizabeth feeling more prejudiced about Darcy. Other points include 
Elizabeth’s refusal to marry Darcy and Mr Collins’ pride. All the 
examples are relevant but could be explored further to include more 
detail. More explanation as to ‘how’ would have been helpful.

Level 4, 13 marks

For the novel questions, Part (b), examples can be specific episodes, 
events, character actions, and so on.

‘Examples’ does not mean that quotations must be provided. Examples 
are specific references to the novel in relation to the question.
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Question 6

Silas Marner

There were very few responses to this novel and it remains the least popular option. Very 
little feedback was received, as most examiners only saw one or two responses; however, 
from monitoring of examiners and standardisation script selection it was evident that most 
candidates did extremely well with the extract and questions, but there were a small number 
of exceptions.

A: Explore how Eliot presents the search for Lantern Yard in this extract.

Very few candidates considered the use of directions, but there were comments about the 
use of exclamations, colloquial language, and negative adjectives.

B: Explain the importance of change elsewhere in the novel.

Change was often explored through Silas’s change from when he lost his faith, the loss of his 
gold, the discovery of Eppie and his regaining of faith. Some considered the Cass family and 
the changing relationships between Godfrey and Molly and, later, Nancy.

There is one exemplar for Silas Marner. This is a particularly successful response that gains 
full marks.
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Part (a) This is a maturely expressed and confident response that 
explores a wide range of examples. The candidate considers Silas’ 
‘rose-tinted view’ of Lantern Yard and the arduous process in finding it. 
The environment is unfamiliar but memories cheer Silas. A range of 
terminology is employed, such as asyndetic listing, a variety of 
adjectives, the use of questions, sibilance, contrasting emotions, colour 
imagery, pauses in speech and more. There is a strong conclusion, 
stating that Lantern Yard ‘is a thing of the past’.

Level 5, 20 marks

Part (b)

Again, in this assured and perceptive response, change is explored 
through Silas’ betrayal, his faith, the hoarding of gold, Silas’ isolation 
and Eppie’s arrival, the changing relationship between Godfrey and 
Nancy and another strong concluding point suggesting that change 
highlights how ‘destructive secrecy and isolation can be’.

Level 5, 20 marks

For the Novels, candidate should spend equal amounts of time on 
both parts of the question.
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Question 7

Frankenstein

As often seen with this challenging novel, some candidates struggled with the complexity of 
language in the extract. However, candidates appear to have engaged with the text and a full 
range of marks were awarded. Some responses included some impressive terminology, 
including the mention of ‘epigenetic’ and ‘psychoanalytic’ theories.

A: Explore how Shelley presents Frankenstein’s return to Geneva.

Overall, the extract was well understood, and the responses picked out specific details to 
discuss. The weather and what it might represent often featured. Pathetic fallacy was 
referred to and the personification of the storm was mentioned when exploring a sense of 
foreboding. The love of country was discussed and how emotions were portrayed was a 
focus. Some candidates considered the sounds of words, such as ‘crash’, but few referred to 
onomatopoeia.

There was often a personal response in relation to Frankenstein and his self-centred view of 
what had happened. Again, this is a novel that has really engaged students and even those 
who struggled to discuss the effects of details they observed.

B: Explain the importance of fear elsewhere in the novel.

When writing about fear, suitable examples were chosen, including the opening scenes and 
Walton’s experiences and, later, the fear felt by the monster. Some considered the fear 
experienced by Justine and the DeLacey family.

The Gothic and references to scientific advancements were sometimes mentioned, but 
where context like this was included, it was sometimes integrated and supported the points 
made.

There are two exemplars for this novel. The first is a strong Level 3 response.
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Part (a) The candidate identifies that the extract is emotional and 
shows Frankenstein’s fears and concerns that the future will be full of 
grief. Ideas are supported with a range of examples and there are 
comments in relation to single and multi-clausal sentences, and a 
range of nouns and verbs. The candidate concludes with a comment 
about Frankenstein being emotionally distraught. Close analysis is not 
sustained, but this is working towards Level 4.

Level 3, 12 marks

Part (b) Fear is explored through a range of examples, such as: 
Frankenstein not fearing his creation; the creation’s/creature’s fear of 
being rejected and is feeling scared; Elizabeth’s fears for Frankenstein 
and Justine’s fear of receiving a guilty verdict for the murder of William. 
More development of each example would have benefited this 
response further.

Level 3, 12 marks
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For Part (a), the more examples of language, form and structure 
included in the response will benefit students.
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In our final exemplar, the candidate only responds to Part (a) of the question.
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Part (a) The candidate explores Frankenstein’s emotions as he is 
scared, frightened and anxious, but he also shows ‘joy for his 
homeland’. There is some comment in relation to the weather and 
darkness that do not help to improve Frankenstein’s feelings. There is a 
comment about the use of the exclamation, but much of the response 
is a commentary about the extract rather than close analysis of 
language, structure and form. There is some AO2 here.

Level 2, 7 marks

There was nil return for Part (b) of the question.
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Try to encourage students to refer to a 'novel' rather than a play.

Several students often refer to a 'play', which is the incorrect form.
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1ET0_2N_SecA

There are no examples for SecA.

There were 559 responses where candidates had forgotten to cross the relevant box in the 
answer booklet. Centres are asked if they would remind candidates to do so in future please.
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Paper Summary

For Prose questions in future series, based on the performance on this paper, centres are 
offered the following advice:

candidates should not use extra paper. Ample space is provided in the answer booklet
centres should remind their students of which Assessment Objectives are being assessed
for Prose, Part (a) of the question, candidates must explore the language, form and 
structure of the extract. Candidates should just refer to the extract in this part of the 
question
in Part (b), candidates should draw on their knowledge of the text that they have studied
and give examples from elsewhere in the novel. Candidates may, depending on the 
question, explore specific areas in detail or cover a range of examples. Remember, context 
and language are not assessed in this part of the paper
examples for Part (b) can be references to other parts of the novel such as events, 
episodes, character, action, and so on, that are relevant to the question candidates can 
paraphrase quotations from memory, but exact quotations are not mandatory, particularly 
as this is a closed book examination. The Assessment Objective (AO1) assesses the 
candidate’s knowledge of the texts and not language, form and structure. Centres should 
remind themselves of where the Assessment Objectives are assessed. Context is not 
assessed in Prose questions.

For future series where Prose and Poetry are combined, centres are asked to remind 
students to write their responses in the correct area of the answer booklet. Space is provided 
for each part. It does not matter which order questions are attempted, but the responses 
should be in the correct answer space.

Please also see the separate report for 1ET0 02P (Poetry), as this will provide useful 
exemplars and tips for future series.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

104GCSE English Literature 1ET0 2N

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828

with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.


