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Introduction

The Unseen Poem was chosen from a prescribed list of fifteen poets. For the Anthology
Poems, candidates are set one essay in which they have to compare the set poem from

the Collection they have studied with one poem chosen by the candidate from the relevant
Collection. There were considerable numbers of responses where candidates engaged

with the nature of the poetry presented. Examiners for this paper were pleased with

the quality of responses they read, in particular for the Unseen Poem. There were also
many sound responses to the Anthology Poems, where candidates looked for links and
comparative points across two poems, and there was evidence of careful preparation. The
more successful candidates offered a sound analysis of the named poem as well as clear
comparisons with the poem of their choice. Less confident candidates struggled to compare
the poems effectively, often adding a brief comparative conclusion after treating each poem
in isolation. Making more detailed and integrated links throughout both texts would have
gained additional marks since most candidates showed an understanding of each poem.

Centres might like to consider further helping candidates to find, and comment on,
similarities and differences between two poems, especially in their handling of thematic
material.

With regard to the Unseen Poem, candidates could be encouraged to start with an intuitive
approach to the text and then look for techniques which bear out their opinion, as opposed
to a formulaic approach which tends to come across as somewhat 'artificial'. On the other
hand, candidates who write entirely empathic responses without commenting on techniques
tend to have difficulty hitting the criteria in the mark levels.

Overall, the responses had many sound features, demonstrating the candidates' enjoyment
and engagement with the study of poetry.
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Question 1

The poem selected for this paper was Next Door by Helen Dunmore, a poem reflecting on
the similarities and differences between two apparently contrasting families. This was an
appropriate choice for the Foundation paper and the majority of responses demonstrated

at least some grasp of its themes and concerns. While some responses focused on the
narrative content, the question's emphasis on 'thoughts and feelings' directed most
candidates to make some comment on the more implicit meanings. More confident
responses included observation and comment on the shifts in the poet's tone and presented
phrases and techniques to support their arguments.

Most candidates could relate to the poem in some way, even if only on a literal level such

as experiencing noisy neighbours with their loud invasive music or the possibly snobbish
attitude of the poet. Many examiners noted that the imagery of the mirror was a real
discriminator with candidates examining the metaphor and its possible meaning of how a
mirror can distort and not show the full picture. Conflict and identity were picked up on and
the final two lines, with their open-ended and ambiguous meaning, provoked some sensitive
interpretations.

Examiners felt the poem lent itself to analysis of language techniques and candidates

were able to identify and comment meaningfully on a range of language devices used by
Helen Dunmore. At the lower end of the mark range, however, many responses focused on
decontextualised 'technique and feature spotting' rather than explanation. The poem invited
commentary on structure and form. Responses across most levels made at least some
attempt to consider aspects of the poet's craft, linking for example, the use of enjambment
and caesura to convey a sense of noise and busyness in the first two stanzas and then a
sense of reflection in the final one with its feelings of ambiguity.

Most candidates had been taught to comment on the three bullet points which helped
structure their responses. However, some stuck too rigidly to this approach and this lent
itself to 'tagged-on' comments about language that did not really explore the context of the
quotations selected.

In a number of candidates' responses the over-arching meaning of the poem became
somewhat lost in the emphasis given to the poetic devices employed. An excessive focus on
the use of particular parts of speech meant that sometimes the candidates failed to make
connections between these points and the presentation of the poet's ideas. The balance
between a holistic and technically specific approach was something which differentiated the
most successful and the less successful responses.

This is a candidate's response to the Unseen Poem.
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wExaminer Comments

There is some explanation of the poet's ideas and how effects are achieved
with particular reference to language. All three bullet points have been
addressed. There is a comment on the rhetorical question, but it is more

generic than specific to the poem and so is not developed.The response was
awarded a mark of 12 which is in Level 3.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Remember that a short introduction helps to focus on

the task in hand. A conclusion rounds up the argument
and frames the response.
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This is another candidate's response to the Unseen Poem.
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Examiner Comments

Some understanding and explanation are evident. There is
reference to language, technique and to some of the imagery.
Personal engagement is clear and there are some thoughtful
interpretations of the poem. More direct textual reference would
have moved this response into the next level. This response was
awarded 16 marks.

A
Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

To reach Level 5, the candidate would need to ensure
that all comments were more developed and fully
supported by quotations from the text.
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This is part of a candidate's response to the Unseen Poem from midway until the end of
the response.
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

The response improves as it proceeds and there are some
thoughtful final points. The candidate has tried to get to grips
with direct quotations. This is a well-structured and focused
response that was awarded 18 marks.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate refers to the text and uses
quotations which clearly illustrate the points made.
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This final extract from a candidate's response consists of the opening paragraph with part of
the answer immediately following it and the closing paragraph.
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Examiner Comments

A strong personal response is evident and there are some thoughtful
comments which attempt to move away from the literal meaning of
the text. Comments are supported by textual references.

The total response was awarded 20 marks.

A
2@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate has included a short plan to
help focus on the response. The opening paragraph
focuses on the task in hand.
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Question 2

Pity me not because the light of day by Edna St. Vincent Millay from Collection A was the
named poem. Examiners felt that the focus of the question enabled a range of poems to be
selected from the cluster. Most candidates engaged with the given poem and a variety of
poems were chosen to compare. Many candidates commented on how rejection is hard to
come to terms with. The most popular poems chosen for comparison with the given poem
were: One Flesh, Song for Last Year's Wife, Our Love Now and Sonnet 116. All of these were
suitable choices and each of them gave rise to some thoughtful analysis of the form of the
poems and some comparison of the ways in which each of the poets has used the form. The
most challenging of these choices was perhaps Sonnet 116, although the more successful
candidates argued that Shakespeare shows how true love does NOT change, thus the
element of change was incorporated in the responses.

Some candidates did not pick up on the requirement of the question to discuss 'changes in
relationships' and poems such as Nettles, Rubbish at Adultery and 04/01/07 were offered as
companion poems. These proved to be less successful as candidates struggled to bring the
'‘change' element into their responses.

Quotations were used with varying degrees of success; some candidates used embedded
references very successfully but there were occasions where paraphrase was the only

form of reference which made comment on language difficult. Stronger responses made
comparisons as they moved between the poems rather than discussing them separately and
then linked them with a general comparison towards the end of the response.

This candidate has chosen Rubbish at Adultery as the companion poem. The extract consists
of the first half of their response.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response has a lot of detail looking into language and structure
and there are some sound comparisons made between the texts.

However, the response is not always secure where the companion
poem is concerned.

The response overall was awarded: AO2 13 marks; AO3 14 marks.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate makes comparisons throughout

and tries to link and compare the poems right from the
start of their response.
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This candidate has chosen Sonnet 116 as the companion poem. This extract consists of the
first half of the response and the closing paragraph.
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wExaminer Comments

This response starts confidently and the element of comparison is
immediately apparent. However, there is little analysis of the chosen
poem. The comparative element is more secure.

The response overall was awarded: AO2 12 marks; AO3 13 marks.

J@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate has moved between the poems
comparing both; the poems are not treated in isolation
but linked throughout the response.
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Here, the candidate has chosen One Flesh as the poem for comparison. The extract is from
just after the introductory paragraph to about halfway through the response.
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Examiner Comments

This is a sound, detailed, focused and well-balanced response.
One Flesh has worked particularly well in this response showing
how relationships change over time.

The response overall was awarded: AO2 Level 5, 15 marks;
AO3 Level 5, 15 marks.

A
2/ OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Note how the candidate does not labour the point
but makes a comment, supports it with a relevant
quotation and moves on.
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Question 3

The poem Our Sharpeville by Ingrid de Kok from Collection B was the named poem. The
focus of the question allowed for a range of poems to be selected looking at various types of
violence and the situations leading to such violence whether it is political, racial or personal.
Most candidates demonstrated a grasp of the named poem. Across the mark ranges, most
responses included at least some commentary on the aspects of language, the voice of the
poem and the nature of the violence, although a number of responses lacked explicit focus
on the 'violence' specified by the question. However, where the presentation of violence was
implicit in discussions of 'racism' and 'discrimination’, credit was given.

There were some nuanced and well-supported comparisons with poems such as Belfast
Confetti, Invasion, August 6, 1945, Hitcher and The Drum. Belfast Confetti, Invasion and
August 6, 1945 were well used to explore the issue of violence, conflict and warfare and the
effect these have on innocent civilians, linking this to the child in the named poem. Many
candidates were able to make valid and relevant comments and comparisons about the
historical context of the subject matter, linking it to the language of the poets and the ideas
expressed in the poems.

Less successful choices for comparison were: Catrin, Half-Caste and The Class Game where
it seemed as if the candidates had opted for a poem which might have something in
common with the given poem, hence comparisons were limited in success.

This candidate chose Invasion for the companion poem. The full response is given here.

W2 Ac
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Examiner Comments

The comparative element of the response is generally sound
whilst the analysis of violence in both poems is tackled in
a thoughtful manner. The comparative element is stronger.

The response was awarded: AO2 Level 4, 12 marks;
AO3 Level 5, 13 marks.

N\
2/ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Choose your poem carefully, as the candidate has done
here. Make sure your choice has sufficient links and
comparisons with the set poem and make sure you are
focused on what the question asks of you.
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The candidate here has chosen August 6, 1945 as the poem for comparison. The extract is
from the middle of the response.
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

The chosen poem has proved to be quite successful. There are
some generally sound comparisons made about both texts, but
the overall response lacks sufficient depth to move it into the
highest band.

The entire response was awarded: AO2 12 marks;
AO3 12 marks.

Examiner Tip

Note how the candidate moves between the two poems
including a range of links and then looks for similarities
and differences rather than using a 'parallel' approach.
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This candidate has chosen Hitcher for comparison. The extract is from the main body of the
response starting just after the introductory paragraph and finishing before the conclusion.
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ﬂExaminer Comments

The response is balanced and focused with some thoughtful
comments on the different types of violence. There is a
discussion on the importance of structure and language.
However, a lack of direct quotation keeps the response in Level
4 rather than Level 5.

The response overall was awarded: AO2 Level 4, 12 marks;
AO3 Level 4, 12 marks.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Always support your comments with carefully chosen
and relevant quotations.
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Question 4

A Major Road for Romney Marsh by U A Fanthorpe was the given poem for Collection C
from the Anthology. This question was very much a minority choice for candidates.

Most candidates who chose to answer the question displayed a general sense of
understanding of the poem and discussed the sense of love of the area together with

the feeling of foreboding for the future of the countryside. Most candidates understood
that there were two opposing 'voices' with those in brackets posing a threat. A few
candidates found the aspect of the 'text-type' language rather troublesome, whereas
others felt the need to 'translate' this feature and so lost focus on the task in hand.
Comparisons on form, structure and tone were made, although there was not a great deal
of language analysis itself.

The most popular and obvious companion was In Romney Marsh which also reflected upon
the poet's love of the area. Sea Timeless Song and Cape Town Morning were also offered as
comparisons, both with varying degrees of success.

The chosen poem for comparison here is Romney Marsh. The extract consists of the first half
of the candidate's response.
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ﬁ ResultsP
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Examiner Comments

The chosen poem has worked well in this response. There is
sound explanation and comparison between the two poems
which are about the same place. Structure, language and

content are linked and compared. Comments are supported by
relevant quotations.

The response overall was awarded full marks: AO2 Level 5,
15 marks; AO3 Level 5, 15 marks.

Examiner Tip

Note how the very first sentence of the response firmly
links the two poems. This avoids the impression that the
question is being approached in a rather general way.
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Question 5

A Consumer's Report by Peter Porter was the named poem from Collection D of the
Anthology. This question also proved to be a minority choice for candidates. The focus of
the poem allowed for several poems from this collection to be used as comparison pieces.
The World is a Beautiful Place picked up on the differing tones and voices of both poems:
Porter's wry and reflective thoughts on life and the dark humour of Ferlinghetti, although
where the latter poem was concerned there was a tendency towards the narrative rather
than the analytical. On the Life of Man proved to be a popular choice for comparison which
was often used by the more confident candidates, allowing for some insightful points to be
made about the use of metaphor to present views on life.

Most candidates did manage to demonstrate at least a general understanding of the given
poem and the more successful responses were able to comment on the use of humour and
irony in the poems. Apart from The World is a Beautiful Place and On the Life of Man; other
poems chosen for comparison were Zero Hour, Pessimism for Beginners and Living Space,
all with varying degrees of success.

This candidate chose On the Life of Man as the poem for comparison. The whole of their
response is presented here.
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Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

There are some interesting comments made The candidate does not labour a point
about both the Raleigh and the set poem, but makes a comment, supports it with a
although these are not always developed. quotation and moves on to the next. This
Comments and interpretations are supported by creates a brisk and succinct approach to
relevant comments. the task in hand.

The response was awarded: AO2 13 marks;

AO3 13 marks.
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Paper Summary

Overall, responses to the poems showed understanding and engagement with both sections
of the paper. However, based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the
following advice:

e include more detail in your answers
e make full use of examples, do not just list them or language features

e think carefully about how to make effective links and comparisons, addressing both
poems in a balanced manner

e write your answers in the correct part of the answer booklet.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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