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Introduction
The English Literature Higher Tier (5ET1H) examination consists of two sections and lasts for 
one hour and forty-five minutes, approximately fifty minutes for each section. The questions 
on this paper have been designed to enable candidates to show what they can achieve in 
relation to the detailed study of two texts.

The total number of marks available is 86.

Study of Prose Texts

Section A

• One text from the Literary Heritage (the three-part question). There is only one question 
per text and candidates must answer all three parts of the question. The maximum 
marks for each section of the question are: part (a) 8 marks; part (b) 12 marks and part 
(c) 16 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 3 is awarded for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. Total 39 marks.

Section B

• One text from Different Cultures (essay). Candidates provide a response to one of two 
questions. Assessment Objective 1 carries a maximum of 24 marks and Assessment 
Objective 4 carries a maximum of 16 marks. In addition, a mark of up to 7 is awarded 
for spelling, punctuation and grammar. Total 47 marks.

Comment:

• A full range of marks was awarded and most candidates were able to demonstrate 
their knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the texts they had studied. In 
many cases, candidates demonstrated enthusiasm and engagement in their responses. 
Marks are awarded in relation to key areas of the mark bands and whether a candidate 
demonstrates a generally sound, sound, sustained and thorough, pertinent and assured, 
or convincing and perceptive understanding.

For Section A

Animal Farm remains the most popular option for Section A, with almost 22 000 responses 
(a little up on last year).  The second most popular choice was Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, 
closely followed by The Hound of the Baskervilles. Very few centres studied Felicia’s Journey, 
Pride and Prejudice or Great Expectations.  

On the whole, there was evidence of improved time management and a sharper focus 
on each part of the question. Candidates did particularly well with the new-style Section 
A, three-part questions (particularly evident in Animal Farm responses) with a number 
receiving full marks. The majority of candidates are now keeping their answer focused on 
the extract for parts (a) and (b) and not discussing other parts of the text. Some candidates 
are still including some social and historical context (such as the Russian Revolution, Stalin 
and Trotsky for Question 1) in their responses, which is not assessed in Section A of the 
paper. Most candidates did as was asked and chose a specific extract to discuss for part (c) 
rather than referring to the whole text (which has been a problem in the past), which has 
ultimately encouraged them to discuss one area in more detail. In some responses, rather 
than selecting another part of the text in order to answer part (c), candidates referred to the 
given extract. 

Some candidates are still not labelling their answers correctly – which often makes it 
difficult to distinguish which part of the question they are responding too.  In some cases, 
candidates seemed to merge the parts of the question and provided one long essay. 

Some candidates forgot to indicate which question they were answering and others indicated 
the wrong question number (by putting the cross in the wrong box). Centres are urged 
to remind candidates to check this and ensure they put a cross in the correct box for the 
question they have chosen to answer. 
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For Section B

Of Mice and Men remains the most popular option for Section B.  There was a good balance 
of responses, with approxiately 11776 answering Question 13 (Crooks) and just over 
13000 answering Question 14 (Loneliness). 

The second most popular choice was To Kill a Mockingbird, with approximately 750 
responses to Question 19 (Mrs Dubose) and about 2100 responses to Question 20 (Growing 
up). Answers for Riding the Black Cockatoo have continued to decline. Indeed, most were 
actually responses to Of Mice and Men and the wrong box had been ticked. The other least 
popular text is Anita and Me with just a few responses to Question 7 (Meena’s upbringing) 
and some responses to Question 8 (Friendship).  

A number of candidates had omitted to cross the chosen question number, resulting in just 
over 500 items not being correctly labelled, slightly more than last year.

Successful responses were those that had developed the ideas fully, showing some insight 
and analysis, and had kept a sharp focus on the question.

In Section B responses, candidates are now integrating the social, cultural and historical 
context of the novel with specific examples from the text, rather than adding them as an 
after-thought or stand-alone points. AO4 is best approached through providing specific 
examples of characters, events and themes within the novel rather than being treated 
separately by providing background information that is unrelated or often irrelevant to the 
question.

Fewer candidates are writing their Section B response in the Section A answer space. 
Centres are thanked for reminding candidates to respond in the correct area of the answer 
booklet and are asked to continue doing so. Candidates' understanding of the rubrics of the 
examination continues to improve. 

Centres should be congratulated on their excellent subject knowledge and the delivery of the 
specification.
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SECTION A: LITERARY HERITAGE

Question 1
Animal Farm

Part (a)  Snowball

Responses to the character of Snowball were mostly sound, but there were some candidates 
providing very brief or very long answers and thus leaving less time for (b) and (c). Many 
candidates considered how literate Snowball is and referred to his reading of Julius Caesar’s 
campaigns. Often, responses included three or four PEE chains and some focused on 
language features here too, which is not necessary. 

Part (b)  The battle

More able candidates picked up on the military diction and the lexical field of battle. 
Common and popular examples included ‘muted’ like bombs and that ‘the geese pecked 
viciously’. There was a sound understanding of adverbs, metaphors and alliteration, e.g. 
‘dropped dead’, which was nearly always mentioned. The point of Snowball’s considerable 
weight to conclude with was also a common feature in responses.

Part (c)   Leadership

Popular choices included Chapter 1, Old Major; Chapter 2 and the pigs’ Collective Leadership 
and Chapter 5 Napoleon and the dogs. Sometimes, when Old Major was selected, they found 
that they did not have enough detail to comment on and then selected another leadership 
example. Boxer as a leader was also evident as a choice, with the ability of ‘leading by 
example’ explored in detail. There were a few candidates who referred to the given extract 
rather than selecting their own area of text to explore.

The following example gained full marks for all parts of the question.
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Part (a) There are four well-developed points given, which is good considering the amount of 
time allotted to this part of the question. The candidate makes the rare point about Snowball 
being ‘cunning’. The candidate writes analytically with the perceptive use of embedded 
quotations. The candidate makes concise points but the response still reads as a mature 
response.

Part (b) The candidate focuses on the question immediately. There are discourse markers used 
and points are maturely expressed. The candidate embeds quotations into six developed points. 
There is frequent reference to the writer’s craft, acknowledging the intentions of Orwell and the 
impact on the reader throughout. The candidate demonstrates some perceptive knowledge of 
linguistic features, for example semantic fields. This is a detailed, lengthy response for the time 
allowed.

Part (c) The candidate makes reference to the writer’s craft and a good focus is maintained 
throughout the response. There are some perceptive explanations. What more could we ask 
of the candidate in the time allowed? There may be one or two little flaws in the response; 
however, this is a sophisticated evaluation of selected examples. Several linguistic features are 
identified, followed up with assured and insightful analysis. The candidate writes fluently and 
accurately throughout. There is clear engagement and understanding of the text. 

Examiner Comments

Candidates should select specific words and phrases from the extract and formulate point, 
evidence, explain answers for each example provided.

Examiner Tip
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This example is a Band 1 response.
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Part (a) There is a reasonable range of points: Snowball shows leadership; he is smart; he 
is educated, and he is also willing to help. Although some evidence is provided, the ideas 
are not fully developed; for example the point relating to Snowball being ‘manipulative’ is 
not expanded upon. There is enough to put the response into the ‘sound’ band, but it is not 
sustained. 

Band 1 - 3 marks

Part (b) This is a very limited response, and although it does cite some specific examples, what 
is there in terms of commentary is very generalised. It contains two very brief quotations and 
a partially developed point, so there is enough to award a mark in Band 1, as it just manages 
to meet the criteria sufficiently to be described as ‘generally sound’.  

Band 1 - 1 mark

Part (c) The candidate demonstrates some confusion in this section. The response is slightly 
more developed than the response to part (b), but is still lacking in focus and substance. 
Although the candidate does mention Chapter 2, there is insufficient close engagement or 
exploration of the chosen theme. The approach is rather vague, containing a single brief 
quotation and no real analysis of the concept of leadership; it explains which pigs are leaders 
but doesn’t do much more than that. The response secures a mark in the middle of Band 1.

Band 1 - 2 marks

SPG for part (c) is accurate enough to be awarded a mark of 2.

Total: 8 marks 

Examiner Comments

For part (c) of the question, candidates should choose an extract similar in length to the one 
provided and select specific words and phrases in order to explore the theme.

Examiner Tip
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This third example starts well, but part (c) is not as strong.
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Part (a) 

The response demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the character of Snowball and how 
he is a ‘leader’; able to ‘take control in situations’ and plays a pivotal role within the novel 
by risking ‘himself for others and the farm’. The candidate has selected a range of examples 
from the extract, which fully support the points being made, although there is a section which 
is out of extract, discussing the building of the windmill. As a result of this the response is 
not entirely focused.  Nevertheless, the three paragraphs produced which are focused on the 
extract are perceptive and therefore the response falls just into Band 3.     

Band 3 - 6 marks

Part (b) 

The candidate has produced a sustained response analysing the language used by the writer 
to describe the battle. Close focus is made to specific language features ‘launched’, ‘pecked 
viciously’ and ‘rushed and lashed’ and the candidate explores their significance within the 
novel ‘the word launched… can relate it to something like a rocket being launched to destroy 
something’. However the discussion lacks sophistication to move it into a Band 4, and as a 
result is more a sustained, original and personal response.    

Band 3 - 7 marks

Part (c) 

An appropriate selection is made by the candidate to ‘one other part’ of the novel to explore 
how the writer presents leadership through ‘Snowball’s idea to build a windmill’.  It is 
repetitive in places: ‘won over the majority’ is repeated several times and there is a very 
long quotation in the final paragraph, which does not provide the sophistication required for a 
mark within the higher bands.  The response also lacks close focus on language used by the 
writer to place it higher than a Band 2 response. As a result the response is not sustained but 
more ‘sound’.   

Band 2 - 6 marks

SPG for part (c) 2 marks

Total: 21 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should avoid using very long quotations.

Examiner Tip
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In this final Animal Farm example, marks are awarded in Bands 2 and 3.
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Part (a) 

The candidate maintains some focus on the requirements of the question and picks out 
specific details about Snowball and interprets them,

e.g. 'Snowball being the brainy one'.

Supporting quotes are used well and there is development of ideas: 'this shows bravery'. This 
response has several developed points with a good range of quotations and analysis. The 
candidate’s response is not particularly well-expressed; however, there are thoughtful points. 
When compared with the first example, there is a difference in quality and sophistication. The 
candidate provides a detailed response and they explain their points well.

Band 3 -  8 marks

Part (b) 

The candidate immediately comments on the language used to focus on task.

They refer to adverbs with a good example. They are also aware of the effect of language 
but there is a sense of 'feature spotting' here. The examples used are a little muddled. The 
analysis of the use of discourse markers is a little tenuous 'Without discourse markers the 
novel would be very boring.' The candidate almost follows the ideas that they have been told 
to look for; structure, form and language. 

One has to search for the references to ‘battle’ as asked for in the question, therefore it is 
not sharply focused. There are, however, a couple of relevant quotations and points. This 
response demonstrates a ‘sound’ understanding but it is not ‘sustained’.

There is appropriate reference to the use of punctuation, but this is simply conveyed.

The focus is not sharp enough for the higher band.

Band 2 - 5 marks 

Part (c) 

The candidate chooses an appropriate passage to show another view of leadership - building 
the windmill. This is a personal response at times with some slips into casual language, 
'set up there (sic) game'. It defines some of the ideas they perceive to define leadership -  
persuasion and acceptance and an interesting point towards the end about 'With leadership 
comes disagreement'.  Appropriate quotes to support points are used.

The candidate appears to understand what Snowball needed to do; comment such as: 
'welfare of the animals' and 'reassured them' are quite effective.

The candidate understands that is it Snowball’s persuasive ways that encourage 'the animals 
to lean towards Snowball’s plan'. There is an overlong quote in the middle of the response 
and, unfortunately, an incorrect point at the end. There are some explained and some 
sustained points here, but language analysis is not developed enough to qualify for a mark in 
a higher band.

This is a sustained response although there are inaccuracies towards the end. It does drift 
into narrative at times, with a long quotation. It does not always analyse or develop points 
fully and more selective use of quotations would have benefited this response. This does, 
however, nudge into ‘sustained’. 

Band 3 - 8 marks

SPG for part (c) - 3 marks

Total: 24 marks

Examiner Comments
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It is always helpful to guide the examiner to the extract selected for part (c), but this 
should only be brief.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

Part (a)   Poole

Sound evidence was provided on Poole as a character. Some insightful examples included: 
‘Poole hurries as he wants to return to the house to check on the safety of the servants’. 
Comments on his voice being ‘harsh and broken’ to illustrate his fear were common. There 
was some perceptive exploration of Poole’s character when he implores God to reassure 
that there isn’t anything wrong and also some references to the untouched glass of wine. 
Another good example was that Poole was an independent thinker who chooses to go to 
Utterson, which showed his initiative and loyalty to Jekyll.

Part (b)   Setting

The majority of candidates answered this part of the question well. Pathetic Fallacy was 
often evidenced. Good language points included: ‘blood connotes danger and violence’ 
foreshadowing the death of Mr Hyde; ‘Dust’ symbolises Poole’s and Utterson’s lack of clarity 
of the situation; ‘Wind and dust’ resemble the confusion of the characters when trying to 
work out what’s going on with Henry Jekyll; ‘Lashing’ as a verb is ‘whip-like’ resembling the 
torture Henry Jekyll has been put through trying to rid the evil within him. Some candidates 
missed the opportunity of exploring the setting inside the house.

Part (c)   Fear

Popular selections were: The Story Of The Door and The Carew Murder Case. Most 
candidates provided a focused response to this part of the question.

This first example is a 'borderline' Band 1 and 2 response.
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Note: The candidate has completed the response in a different order.

Part (a) The candidate refers to several qualities of the character 
Poole, however, points are not developed. 

Band 1 - 2 marks

Part (b) This response is more a list of points and adopts a different 
style to other responses seen. There are some relevant points.

Band 1 - 2 marks

Part (c) A relevant selection of ‘one other part of the novel’ has 
been chosen. Points are not always clearly conveyed, although the 
candidate has tried to include relevant examples.

Band 2 - 4 marks

SPG for part (c)

2 marks

Total: 10 marks.

Examiner Comments

If a candidate chooses to respond to the question in a different 
order, please remind them to label clearly, as seen in this example. 
If a candidate decides to respond to Section B first, please remind 
candidates to write the response in the Section B answer space.

Examiner Tip
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The following is an unusual response and has been credited for the ideas within it.
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Part (a) There is some misinterpretation in this response, there is not much about the 
character of Poole on the first page. The candidate loses focus a little at the start. The 
response does then improve and becomes more sharply focused on Poole as confidence is 
gained. There are inaccuracies and so we have to put it into ‘best-fit’. It is not assured, but is 
sustained. 

Band 2 - 5 marks

Part (b) The candidate makes an unusual point and gives a personal interpretation where 
they discuss Hyde’s power. The candidate continues with a focus on the weather being linked 
to Hyde and supernatural forces. There are inaccuracies and Hyde does not actually appear 
in the extract. However, the candidate does deal with setting and supports their points. It is 
sustained and there is thoughtful and original engagement with the extract. As examiners, 
we have read the response from a metaphorical perspective and find it to be an assured 
explanation with assured interpretations. This is a quirky, personal response presenting the 
candidate’s own hypothesis.

Band 4 - 10 marks

Part (c) There are several points on the transformation of Jekyll. It is an assured exploration 
with supporting quotations and it does focus on a specific part of the novel in the first part of 
the response. The candidate does lose a little focus on the specific part of the novel; however, 
there is perceptive engagement and understanding demonstrated in the answer.

Band 4 - 14 marks

SPG for part (c) 3 marks

Total: 32 marks

Examiner Comments

For each point made, support ideas with evidence from the extract(s).

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a script receiving full marks and exceeding expectations.



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 43



44 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 45



46 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 47



48 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01

Part (a) 

The candidate has produced a perceptive and closely focused response analysing the character 
of Poole within the novel and how he is presented as a ‘worried, impatient’ and wary man. 
The selection of relevant examples, which are smoothly embedded within the response, is 
perceptive and help to develop the candidate’s discussion.  A range of effective discourse 
markers are used to help link between points made and the candidate also considers more 
than one interpretation of the examples given: ‘but also could show his exhaustion’.  The 
response fulfils all the requirements for full marks within Band 3.

Band 3 - 8 marks

Part (b) 

The response is again a detailed and effectively composed piece of analysis. The candidate 
makes some highly perceptive points when analysing how language is used to describe 
the setting within the extract.  Interpretations are unique as the student considers the 
use of pathetic fallacy and how the ‘weather could represent the situation of Hyde being 
uncontrollable’.  The candidate frequently proposes other interpretations ‘but it could reflect on 
the unexpected events occurring as well’.  Examples selected are perceptive and confidently 
embedded within the discussion. Similarly the candidate’s expression is sophisticated and 
mature, which makes this response meet all the requirements for full marks.

Band 5 - 12 marks

Part (c) 

The final part of this question is again a great response which is both a sophisticated and 
perceptive analysis of the presentation of fear in another section of the novel. The choice of 
fear in Chapter 9 allows the candidate to explore the emotions experienced by ‘Dr Lanyon’, and 
how he ‘is overcome… by what he is watching and how surreal it is’.  The candidate shows a 
perceptive understanding of linguistic techniques used by the writer and close discussion of the 
use of ‘sibilance,’ ‘repetition’ and the ‘superlative verb’ used to present a man ‘suffocated’ and 
‘sickened’ by the transformation of Jekyll, enables the candidate to achieve full marks for this 
response. Evaluation of points made is insightful and perceptive and overall, the response is 
impressive.

Band 5 - 16 marks

SPG for part (c)  3 marks

Total: 39 marks

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates to refer to aspects of language in parts (b) and (c).

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
The Hound of the Baskervilles

There were a good full range of responses to the question on this text. 

Part (a) Sir Henry

Several candidates commented on Sir Henry’s appearance, indicating that the ‘ruddy-tinted 
tweed suit’ was a symbol of him being a gentleman. The ‘weather beaten appearance’ 
was also seen as an unusual trait of someone in his social ‘class’. Candidates identified Sir 
Henry’s knowledge of Holmes, his sense of humour and also his diplomacy. 

Part (b) Mysterious letter

Candidates often focused on the imperative ‘keep away’ and questioned why someone would 
wish to warn Sir Henry not to go to Baskerville Hall. The details about the sender of the 
letter were often missed. Holmes’ intrigue throughout the extract was identified. Most often, 
candidates considered the word ‘Moor’ printed in ink as indicating a mystery.

Part (c) Mystery

Popular examples included: Chapter 2 ‘The Curse of the Baskervilles’; Chapter 13 ‘Fixing the 
Nets’ and the ‘mystery of the man on the tor’ or why Barrymore was signalling out of the 
window.

This first example is a Band 1 and 2 borderline response.
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Part (a) 

The response makes a point about Sir Henry’s appearance ‘had the weather beaten appearance’ 
as well as his character - that he is independent. These two points are supported by apt 
quotations but they are not developed. The same two points are repeated. Because of the lack 
of development and the fact that very few points were commented upon, the response was 
awarded a mark of 3 at the top of Band 1. The response was judged to be sound with sound 
use of relevant quotations from the extract to demonstrate understanding. The examples 
selected to support comment, though few, were sound. 

Part (b) 

The response is not sustained. There is some attempt to look at how the reader is engaged, 
but these comments are general ‘to make the reader want to keep reading’ without any 
development or deeper comment. The comments about the ‘mysterious’ element of this 
extract are repetitive and not developed. There is some use of quotation to support comment. 
The response was awarded a mark of 3 in Band 2 as it was considered sound with a sound 
explanation of ideas and techniques and relevant examples were used from the text.

Part (c)

The candidate has chosen an apt example from another part of the novel to illustrate the 
element of mystery.The behaviour of Barrymore and his refusal is an apt example of mysterious 
behaviour. However, there is not much substance in the response. The two quotations, although 
relevant, are very long and take up much of the response. Once the textual reference is taken 
out there is very little terms of a response or comment. The response was awarded a mark of 2 
in Band 1 because of its lack of depth and substance. It was considered to be generally sound 
with a generally sound evaluation of the selected examples.

SPG – 3 marks.

The spelling was correct, as were punctuation and grammar. The vocabulary used was well-
chosen and suitable for the purpose.

Total: 11 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should spend longer on part (c) of the question, as it carries more marks.

Examiner Tip



52 GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01

This second example is a response securely placed in Band 2.
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Part (a) 

This response is more secure than the previous example. There are some apt comments on Sir 
Henry, although these tend to be a bit repetitive. There is an attempt to explain what is meant 
by Sir Henry being ‘a gentleman’ and that he is a figure of authority.

The comments on his having ‘a steady’ eye are also apt, but not developed. Overall, there is 
enough substance in this response to nudge it into the bottom of Band 2 with a mark of 4. The 
response was considered sustained with a sustained evaluation of selected examples chosen 
from the text which demonstrated the candidate’s understanding of the extract. 

Part (b)

The candidate focuses on the question and uses the key word ‘mystery’ to base most of the 
response on. There is some attempt to comment on how the writer achieves the effect of 
mystery by referring to punctuation as well as to some of the incidents within this extract – the 
mysterious letter for example. However, there is no sustained language analysis and so the 
response remains in Band 2 with a mark of 4. It fulfils most of the criteria for a sound response 
rather than a sustained one. There is sound explanation of the theme and ideas, and a sound 
use of relevant examples from the extract is clearly evident. 

Part (c) 

The response tends towards the narrative with little development. The response however, is 
focused on the question. There is little in the way of language analysis or comment on effect. 
Because of this the response is in Band 2 as being a ‘sound’ response rather than a sustained 
one.

The candidate has used textual references to try to support comment and there is a sound 
evaluation of these selected examples.

The response was awarded a mark of 5 firmly in Band 2.

SPG - a mark of 3 was awarded. The candidate’s use of grammar, spelling and punctuation was 
considered to be secure enough to place in ‘High Performance’. 

Total: 16 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates will qualify for marks in a higher band, if they penetrate the extract for as many one 
or two word examples as possible and avoid using longer quotations. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
Felicia's Journey

There were very few responses to this text, but one example is provided here. 

Part (a) Johnny Lysaght

Most candidates commented on the character being relaxed and casual in his manner. Some 
considered how persuasive and persistent he is when trying to get Felicia to meet him. 

Part (b) Felicia's thoughts and feelings

Several candidates commented on Felicia's feelings of unhappiness about her lack of 
employment and her nervousness when responding to Johnny. Few commented on her 
friendship with 'Carmel and Rose and Connie Jo' or how she is self-deprecating: 'She hadn't 
the looks; she wasn't much'.

Part (c) Family life

Various parts of the novel were considered, particularly Felicia's memories of her great-
grandmother. 

The following example is assured and, at times, perceptive.
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Part (a)

The candidate identifies that Johnny is serious when speaking with Felicia and that he speaks 
from 'experience'. He appears to be sympathetic towards Felicia's situation and shows a keen 
interest in her. The candidate recognises that he is both persistent and persuasive.

Band 3 - 6 marks

Part (b) 

A range of assured points are made, such as Felicia's 'spontaneous speech' and her 'lack 
of expansion'. The candidate explores language, such as the repetition of 'no joke' and the 
personification of 'her freedom', both of which create a sense of sympathy for the character. 
Ideas are fully developed, but more examples could have benefited this response.

Band 4 - 10 marks

Part (c)

The candidate has chosen an extract from Chapter 16 and presents some pertinent ideas. 
The extract focuses on Felicia's great-grandfather's watch and how this could metaphorically 
represent family time. The candidate also comments on family guidance and restrictions. 
Further language points could have realised full marks.

Band 5 - 14 marks

SPG - 3 marks

Total: 33 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates are credited for the development of ideas relating to the examples provided.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Pride and Prejudice

Part (a) Miss Bingley

There were some very successful answers to this question for the character of Miss Bingley, 
part (a), but some candidates seemed to spend too much time on it, so not answering as 
well as they could on part (c) of the question. Many picked up on the subtleties that she 
wanted Darcy for herself, and that she was also very ‘snobbish’. As often happens with this 
text, there was some divergence to a discussion of context.

Part (b) Elizabeth's walk

For the most part this question allowed for a range of responses but again, there were a 
number that were descriptive. 

Part (c) Prejudice

This was generally well answered with a focus on Mrs Bingley’s character and on manners. 
Many candidates chose the same extract of the ball, where Darcy comments on Elizabeth 
not being acceptable to him. 

Many responses for this question gained marks in the top bands. This following example is 
one that does not include enough examples to qualify for marks in the higher bands.
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Part (a) 

The response to part (a) opens with a point that is clearly focused on the subject of the 
question; it clearly demonstrates understanding of the character. However this point is left 
unsupported and is not linked to any particular feature of the text.

The quotation that follows is actually connected to a new idea. This point, about Miss 
Bingley being afraid to confront Elizabeth directly, is an interesting and original one – and 
there is a brief reference to the passage. There follow other good ideas about Miss Bingley’s 
characteristics and some connections between these and the passage. The ideas and the 
evidence from the text here are good ones and justify the mark given.

More development and explanation of these ideas and some more fully explained links to the 
passage would be needed to move the response into Band 3. 

Band 2 - 5 marks

Part (b) 

This is a sound response, but it is not sustained. There are some missed opportunities to 
develop ideas further or to explore the language in the extract. The last point of this response 
does not focus on the question. The candidate, therefore, only makes 2 points (the insults and 
Bingley admiring Elizabeth’s walk). This is an answer containing much unrealised potential! It 
does engage with the question and it does use the extract. However it remains in Band 2 as 
it fails to develop ideas far enough and it doesn’t look directly at the use of language. In the 
opening to the response the candidate demonstrates understanding of the direction to consider 
responses to the walk. There are two good points on this and these can be rewarded.

The end of the answer moves away from the question completely. 

Band 2 - 4 marks

Part (c) 

This is a very brief response but has qualities that can be rewarded. The selection of another 
part of the text was done successfully; the incident in Chapter 18 was an appropriate one to 
work on as the character, Mrs Bennet, does display prejudice here. This must remain a Band 1 
mark as the candidate does not develop the answer and there is some misunderstanding.

Band 1 - 2 marks

SPG for part (c) 2 marks

Total:13 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be reminded to focus on the key words of the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
Great Expectations

Part (a) Mrs Joe

A range of points about Mrs Joe were discussed by candidates, such as her 'hard', 
'formidable' character. Most candidates commented that she was 'feared' and that she could 
be cruel towards Pip and Joe. One examiner commented: ‘Some candidates missed some of 
the more subtle points about Mrs Joe. They mis-interpreted some of the description and did 
not seem to have the skills to use the views of others to form an opinion of her themselves.' 

Part (b) The relationship between Pip and Joe

This part of the question was not always answered as well as expected, as some 
candidates were unable to make links in the language and relationship of Joe and Pip. A 
range of points were discussed, such as how Pip and Joe's relationship was close and how 
Pip admired him. There was some recognition that both characters were mistreated by Mrs 
Joe and both Pip and Joe shared similar experiences. 

Part (c) Cruelty

The extract of Magwitch and the convict was a popular choice for part (c), as was the extract 
where Estelle makes Pip cry.
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In this response, the candidate gains confidence. The response begins with some 
misinterpretations in part (a), but parts (b) and (c) are sustained.
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Part (a) 

The candidate has misinterpreted some parts of the extract in relation to Mrs Joe and there are 
some missed opportunities to comment upon the character. The response ends quite abruptly. 
There is one full accurate point with supporting quotation. 

Band 1 - 2 marks

Part (b) 

This is a better response than part (a). There is the identification of the metaphor and the 
reference to Hercules. There are points with supporting quotations.  The candidate has focused 
on the key words of the question.

Band 3 - 7 marks

Part (c) 

The candidate has selected a relevant section of ‘one other part’ of the novel. Examiners were 
open to candidates’ interpretations of cruelty. There is some language exploration here and the 
candidate does explore the effect on the reader.

Band 3 - 9 marks 

SPG for part (c) 3 marks

Total: 21 marks

Examiner Comments

Remember in Section A to focus solely on the given extract for parts (a) and (b). 

The social, cultural and historical context is NOT assessed in Section A.

Examiner Tip
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SECTION B: DIFFERENT CULTURES AND TRADITIONS

Question 7
Anita and Me - Meena's upbringing

There were some good responses to this question. Most candidates considered the contrasts 
between Meena and Anita to illustrate their points. A full range of marks was awarded.

This is an example of a top-end Band 2 response.
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This is an example of a sound response. There is a clear understanding of the novel 
demonstrated, but the response is not sustained. The candidate considers Meena's strict 
upbringing and her friendship with Anita, although more examples could have been provided.

Contextual points are embedded within the response and are illustrated through what the 
characters say and do, such as: the point about how Anita speaks and Meena's father wincing 
at her use of slang; the differences in food, such as the 'fishfingers and chips'; Christmas and 
'Punjabi festivals'.

AO1: Band 2 - 9 marks

AO4: Band 2 - 6 marks

SPG: 5 marks

Total: 20 marks

Examiner Comments

AO4: the social, cultural and historical context should be integrated into the response and not 
as 'stand-alone' or 'bolt on' comments.

This is most often assessed through the candidate providing relevant examples of character 
and them within the novel.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
Anita and Me - Friendship

Candidates who answered this question focused on Meena's friendships with Anita and 
Robert. The more successful responses explored how Meena realised the meaning of true 
friendship.

This is an example of a response just nudging into Band 4.
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The candidate maintains a sharp focus on the question and provides some good examples 
of friendship throughout the novel. The candidate is beginning to demonstrate an assured 
understanding of the novel. The response begins with a valid point, that friendship allows 
Meena to 'grow' and continues by exploring Meena's friendship with Robert and how ethnicity 
is not a barrier. This is contrasted with Meena's relationship with Anita and how Anita is 'never 
truly a friend', but she had been a 'bad influence'. There is recognition that friendships led 
to Meena breaking her leg and, as a result, meeting Robert. The point about the friendship 
between the Kumars and Auntie Sheila, is assured.

AO1: Band 4 - 15 marks

AO4: Band 4 - 10 marks

SPG: 6 marks

Total: 31 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 9
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress - The Narrator's friendships

Unfortunately, there were very few responses to this text, but those seen were often very 
successful. The majority of candidates considered the more obvious friendships within the 
novel, such as the Narrator's friendships with Luo and the Little Seamstress. Other very 
successful responses considered a wider range of characters, as the example provided 
illustrates.

This is an example of a response that was awarded full marks.
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The candidate has included a wide range of points and includes relevant detail in this 
response in order to gain full marks. Often, points are maturely expressed and there are 
some perceptive ideas presented.

There is a wide range of friendships explored, from the most obvious - Luo and the Little 
Seamstress, through to the less obvious - the gynaecologist and the tailor. In addition, the 
candidate considers the 'unconventional' friendship between the Narrator and Balzac. 

The social, cultural and historical references are all integrated in the response through the 
examples provided. 

AO1: Band 5 - 24 marks

AO4: Band 5 - 16 marks

SPG: 7 marks

Total: 47 marks

Examiner Comments

The significance or importance of a character can be explored through the themes, chapters 
or key events.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress - 'Re-education'

Again, there were very few responses to this question, but those seen provided some 
excellent reading. Most candidates explored why characters were 're-educated', who was 
're-educated' and how this was put into effect. The novel lends itself to the social, cultural 
and historical context, which runs throughout the novel and is illustrated by the actions of 
the characters.

This is a perceptive response, as many were for this question.
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The candidate considers a range of points and fully engages with the question. Ideas are 
supported with examples from the novel and are well-developed. The candidate considers 
the thinking behind Mao's ideas for 're-education' and how this works as a plot device. There 
is the considered use of statistics and an exploration of the Seamstress's transformation and 
its repercussions. The candidate then goes on to consider the irony within the text and how 
the boys are referred to as 'intellectuals', illustrated with the point about the 'chronologically 
impossible' reference about Mozart. There is a consideration of the Narrator's disgust with 
himself when he feels that he has become 'a sadist' and the failings of 're-education'.

This is a maturely expressed response with a wide range of ideas presented. 

AO1: Band 5 - 24

AO4: Band 5 - 16

SPG: 7

Total: 47 marks 

Examiner Comments

Keep a sharp focus on the question. Whether it is a character or thematic question, 
candidates should refer to key areas of the full text where the character or theme features. 
For each example, the candidate should explain how and why the character or theme is 
important.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
Heroes - The relationship between Francis and Nicole

There was almost an equal split of responses across the two Heroes questions. A full range 
of marks were awarded and most candidates were able to discuss Francis and Nicole's 
relationship with confidence. The majority of candidates focused on the events involving 
Larry LaSalle, but the more sustained and assured responses considered how and when 
Francis and Nicole met and how their relationship grew. Some assured responses included 
comment about how Nicole's feelings for Francis were not the same as his were for her. 

This response is sustained and the candidate has engaged with the question.
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In exploring the significance of the relationship between Francis and Nicole, this candidate has 
clearly recognised the centrality of the relationship to the novel, and has evidenced their ideas 
fairly effectively.

Parts of the response are primarily narrative, but the candidate has provided sufficient evaluation 
in their elucidation of the novel’s events to make it possible for this to be placed in Band 3, as 
there is some development of ideas, and a number of valid points have been made.

There is thoughtful engagement with the text, including some direct referencing, and the 
exploration of the theme is conducted using unusually emotive language, for example describing 
the way that Nicole and Francis suffer pain which ‘tears down their happiness’ and ‘rips it to 
shreds’. While not necessarily conventional in terms of style and register, the candidate’s phrasing 
does suggest a genuine individual response. 

Although the candidate’s work is sustained enough to be placed in Band 3, it would need to 
develop its analytical element more often - and with greater focus on the topic - to be placed 
higher within the band.

The candidate has tried to link the theme with the context of the novel, for example they make an 
interesting suggestion that Nicole’s experience may be a metaphor for the war.

SPG is accurate enough, despite some technical lapses, to be awarded a mark of 5.

AO1 10 marks

AO4 7 marks

SPG 5 marks

Total: 22 marks

Examiner Comments

Remind candidates not to simply retell parts of the story. Advise them to refer to specific examples 
in the novel and refer these back to the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
Heroes - Heroism

In this second Heroes question, candidates were able to engage with the question and in 
most cases, provide a sustained response. The vast majority of candidates discussed Francis 
and Larry LaSalle as being 'heroes', but more successful responses also explored Arthur 
Rivier and his views of heroes. 

This example is of a response that is just into Band 4.
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This is a sustained response and the candidate engages with the question and maintains focus. 
After a clear introduction, the candidate considers how the injured Francis is determined to 
kill LaSalle. There are embedded references to the social, cultural and historical context, such 
as the 'Silver Star' and the war. The candidate suggests that Cormier challenges the readers' 
perception of heroism and nicely expresses how LaSalle is seen like a 'shining light' by the 
people of Frenchtown, yet he only 'brings darkness'. Towards the end of the response, there is 
some consideration about the character Enrico.

More specific examples from the novel would have benefited this response, but the candidate is 
beginning to demonstrate an assured understanding of the novel.

AO1: Band 5 - 15 marks

AO4: Band 5 - 10 marks

SPG: 7 marks 

Total: 32 marks

Examiner Comments

Always support ideas with specific examples from, or references to, the novel.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13
Of Mice and Men - Crooks

As one would expect, many candidates tended to focus on Chapter/section 4 for the most 
part, seeing as this is where Crooks is most significant. Many candidates began with some 
references to Crooks in Chapter 2 (when Candy reminisces about Christmas) and concluded 
with comments about him playing horseshoes in Chapter 5. Comments about the detailed 
description of his room were explored with confidence and this led to some very perceptive 
evaluations of character and role. Some candidates considered Crooks’ ‘mauled’ copy of the 
Californian Civil Code and explained that he was aware of his rights. Some more perceptive 
responses commented on the fact that Crooks’ father had been a landowner and how 
Crooks’ life had changed from being a part of the community to being a lonely and isolated 
man. In terms of context, there was a tendency to generalise the treatment of black people 
in America, but some used context to further their discussion in a productive and insightful 
way. Candidates mostly understood the importance of Crooks in terms of prejudice, 
with a few being very perceptive in that the character and the way others treated him 
demonstrated Steinbeck’s views on racism. Several candidates referred to the ‘Jim Crow’ 
laws in their responses. Many of them picked up on the fact that Crooks actually wanted 
company despite his ‘aloof’ manner and those who did, explained it well. 

This first response is a borderline Band 1/2 response. It just slips into Band 2.
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This candidate immediately focuses on the question referring to 'harsh racial discrimination' 
and links this to Crooks. The contextual reference in paragraph 2 about not knowing 'how 
to deal with' being of a different race is confused and not focused. The AO4 in this essay is 
effectively bolted on. There is a lack of understanding about the significance of The California 
Civil Code though it is good that the candidate noted this.

There is an awareness of the writer 'Steinbeck also created the character of…'.

This response lacks development and there are some insecurities in the 
candidate's understanding.

There are some valid points made; however, there are some contextual inaccuracies, repetitive 
comments and generalisations. The candidate is not demonstrating a thorough or sustained 
understanding. This is a borderline response but in the spirit of positivity is a Band 2.

AO1 6 marks

AO4 4 marks

SPG 6 marks

Total: 16 marks

Examiner Comments

A brief plan or mind map would help to keep ideas focused on answering the question.

Examiner Tip
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This second example is a response placed at the top of Band 2. It is good to compare this 
response with the previous example.
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This response is not sustained and more points could have been included; however, a 
reasonable range of points have been made and these are supported with some contextual 
references. The candidate considers Crooks’s loneliness, the abuse he receives and the dream. 
This is a little stronger than the previous script and is good to use for future reference. A sound 
response to the question has been provided. 

AO1 9 marks

AO4 6 marks

SPG 5 marks

Total: 20 marks

Examiner Comments

The development of ideas from the examples provided, together with some thoughtful 
engagement, is necessary for a response to qualify for a mark in the higher bands.

Examiner Tip
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This final example of a Question 13 response received full marks for content, but not for 
SPG.
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This is an assured and sustained response. There are some rare points made, for example, the 
boss giving ‘the stable-buck hell’. There are perceptive points, even though not every point 
concerning Crooks is covered. This is an example of a candidate who has responded personally. 
The response deserves full marks for content; however, there are several spelling errors and so 
we cannot award full marks for SPG.

AO1 24 marks

AO4 16 marks

SPG 5 marks

Total:45 marks

Examiner Comments

Stronger responses will end with a short conclusion that explicitly answers the question.

Examiner Tip



GCSE English Literature 5ET1H 01 109

Question 14
Of Mice and Men - Loneliness

Loneliness was a popular and successful thematic question and some of the more astute 
responses picked up on the fact that the relationship with George and Lennie was the 
exception, and managed to support this with examples (‘loneliest guys in the world … but 
not us’). The context was often laboured in many responses, with some candidates spending 
too much time detailing the Wall Street Crash and how people had to move all of the time 
which resulted in them being lonely. 

Some of the better answers mentioned that George and Lennie were in fact both lonely, 
Lennie because of his mental age and George because he couldn’t form lasting friendships 
because Lennie always got them into trouble. There were a lot of narrative-style answers, 
with the majority focusing on Crooks and Curley’s wife being lonely. The format usually 
included a litany of characters. More focused responses included just a couple of characters. 
Candy as a lonely character produced some good responses. One examiner commented on 
the range of examples seen in the responses: 

‘I especially liked some points, such as: Candy knows it’s a “dog eat dog world” indicating 
his insecurity when forming relationships. Slim indicates that not many guys travel around 
together; the excitement of Whit’s magazine article indicated lonely lives; the fact that 
there was only one lizard, so animals are lonely too; George playing Solitaire and George 
being lonely after Lenny’s death; going to Suzy’s place – indicating the loneliness of the 
girls as they don’t form relationships; the boss’s conversation with George and Lennie- 
implying some loneliness and at the end of the novel Slim is eager to step in and be 
George’s friend indicating his loneliness too.’  

Another examiner commented: ‘While this was the more popular option on Mice and 
Men, candidates' responses were generally more formulaic – a brief introduction on the 
Depression/WS Crash and itinerant workers, followed by a paragraph each on the loneliness 
of Crooks, Candy and Curley’s wife compared with  Lenny and George, plus, if time, a brief 
conclusion. Some candidates added Curly and even Slim and Carlson to the list. The best 
candidates managed to integrate the material by comparing and contrasting the nature and 
causes of the loneliness (a word which was frequently shortened by omitting the median ‘e’) 
of the various characters, and draw the essay to an interesting conclusion, while the weaker 
responses just stopped. One particularly good response ended thus:

‘Life after the Wall Street Crash was not easy, and especially for these itinerant workers 
– or “bindlestiffs” as they were degradingly called – who desperately needed someone or 
something as a release.’
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Two examples have been provided for Question 14. The first is an example of a Band 2 
response.
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This is a brief response – typical of Band 2 answers.  

It opens with a sound point which focuses on the set question and the theme of loneliness.  

It stays close to the subject in the opening of the second paragraph and looks at the loneliness 
of Crooks.  This was a relevant choice and could have enabled the candidate to show knowledge 
of the situation and character of a particular figure in the novel. 

The response does include an important aspect of the subject – that of isolation due to race.  
It demonstrates knowledge in showing that Crooks lives alone rather than in the bunk house 
with the other workers. It also demonstrates understanding in noting that Crooks chooses not 
to allow people into his place of isolation but it does not explore this or select evidence from 
the text to develop it further.  It does pick up the idea that Crooks demonstrates to Lennie 
something of his loneliness when he asks him to imagine George never returning.  However, 
this too is stated but not explored or explained in any detail.

Points about the loneliness of Curley’s wife and Candy are accurate but very brief and 
undeveloped.  Candy’s reaction to loneliness – the offer to share his savings to be included 
in the dream- is noted.  Curly’s neglect of his wife is referred to. The material selected is 
appropriate and accurate – so sound but clearly not sustained.

The loneliness of George and Lennie – as travellers without friends or family- is understood but 
not taken any further.  There is awareness of their being different to the others but thoughts 
about the meaning of this are not expressed.

There is a little ‘bolt-on’ context where a generalised point is made about everyone being racist 
at the time the book was written. 

The vocabulary and syntax are accurate but simple.  Spelling of common words and the use of 
basic punctuation is sound.  Meaning is controlled and the expression is clear.

AO1 7 marks

AO4 5 marks

SPG 4 marks

Total:16 marks

Examiner Comments

Close reference to specific areas of the novel is required in order to qualify for higher marks.

Examiner Tip
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The second response is an example of a Band 3 response, as it is sustained.
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This opens with an extremely long quotation with a very brief point to accompany it. Some 
nice points are made about companionship - the companion being ‘ripped’ away from them 
and the lack of physical contact. There are valid references to the novel even if there are 
not many direct textual references. There is sustained focus on the question and some 
thoughtful engagement with the text. The response was placed in the middle of Band 3.

AO1 12 marks

AO4 8 marks

SPG 6 marks

Total: 26 marks

Examiner Comments

Short, selective quotations are far more effective than longer ones.

Examiner Tip
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Question 15
Rani and Sukh - Sukh's upbringing

Of the two Rani and Sukh questions, this was not as popular as the thematic Question 16.

Candidates considered Sukh's relationship with his family, particularly his sister, Parvy and 
used this to effect when considering the differences to Rani's upbringing. Most candidates 
considered some background and the early events in the Punjab, which were instrumental in 
the way Sukh was brought-up by his family in England.

 This is an example of a sustained response.
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This response demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel. The candidate, after the 
initial plan, immediately draws contrasts between Sukh's and Rani's upbringing. There is also 
the consideration of the 'impact of gender' and Sukh's embrace of the 'multicultural society'.

Further examples from the novel would have benefited this response, but a thorough 
understanding of the novel has been demonstrated.

AO1: Band 3 - 12 marks

AO4: Band 3 - 8 marks

SPG: 7 marks

Total: 27 marks

Examiner Comments

Clarity: It is important to remember that points need to be clearly expressed - a candidate 
must not assume that 'the examiner knows what I mean'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 16
Rani and Sukh - Family feuds

This was the more popular Rani and Sukh question. A range of marks were awarded and 
most candidates demonstrated at least a clear understanding of the novel and of the theme.

The following is an example of a sustained response and is placed at the top of Band 3.
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In this response, the candidate considers a number of points in relation to the question. At 
times, a narrative approach is taken, but all points are relevant to the question. The candidate 
considers: the events in the Punjab during the 1960s; how Rani and Sukh were unaware of 
the family feud; Sukh's family being understanding about Rani and Sukh's relationship; Sukh's 
father not wishing to see the same mistakes made; Divvy's anger and how 'history is repeating 
itself' with the younger generation.

The response is sustained and a thorough understanding of the novel is demonstrated.

AO1: Band 3 - 14 marks

AO4: Band 3 - 9 marks

SPG: 6 marks

Total: 29 marks

Examiner Comments

Referencing is credited like a quotation - the ideal response would have a mixture of both. 
Examples can be paraphrased or direct quotations.

Examiner Tip
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Question 17
Riding the Black Cockatoo - John's relationships with Aborigines

There were no responses to this text or question. 

Question 18
Riding the Black Cockatoo - Education

There were no responses to this text or question. 
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Question 19
To Kill a Mockingbird – Mrs Dubose

This question, based on the character of Mrs Dubose, received a range of responses and the 
full range of marks was awarded.

According to some examiners, in comparison to previous years, the responses to To 
Kill a Mockingbird have usually been of much better quality than this year. Many of the 
responses were rather brief and missed a number of points. Some of the better answers 
mentioned that Mrs Dubose was there as the voice of Maycomb, and that she was able to 
act as a ‘learning curve’ for both Scout and Jem. Many candidates missed the fact that Mrs 
Dubose was brave and heroic, but most mentioned her addiction. Answers were generally 
shorter and less detailed than in previous years. 

This is an example of a sound response and was awarded marks at the top of Band 2.
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This is a sound response.

The candidate does not fully explore points made about Mrs Dubose and only really explores the 
significance of her in-built racism and her morphine addiction. Some points have been repeated 
and the response is not sustained. There are some valid comments, but more examples from the 
novel would have benefited this response.

AO1  9 marks

AO4  6 marks

SPG  4 marks

Total: 19 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 20
To Kill a Mockingbird – Growing up

This was seen as a much more securely answered question, drawing on the parallels 
between Harper Lee and Scout. Those respondents looked at the different stages of 
Scout’s growing up and considered the significance of them within the novel. Some of 
those candidates, however, again tended towards description. Other candidates looked at 
the growing up of both Scout and Jem, which often led to them making more perceptive 
responses.

Some candidates failed to pick up on some of the more obvious points they could have 
made, such as Jem growing away from Scout, or that Mrs Dubose was a part in Jem’s 
growing up. Many of the candidates focused only on Scout, and very few mentioned it was 
a ‘bildungsroman’, which has normally been included by candidates in their responses in the 
past, no matter what the question. 

The following is an example of a Band 4, assured response.
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The candidate makes sustained focus on the key words of the question title. Sentences are 
purposefully structured and indeed every paragraph begins with words from the question 'the 
theme of growing up is particularly important ...' to convey to the examiner their attempt 
to answer the question effectively and by their focus on this salient point in the question. 
There is reference to the writer’s craft and the writer’s intentions which highlights assured 
understanding of the theme/ idea but is insufficient to achieve the next band as perceptive 
understanding is lacking. 

This level of understanding relevant to AO4 is exemplified primarily in the way that the 
response does become repetitive in places and is structured in a very formulaic way. It is 
an assured response but not quite perceptive enough for the top band. There is, however, 
sustained control of expression throughout, for example, 'the fact that Scout is a young girl 
also implies her naivety and prejudice', 'the theme of growing up is particularly significant 
through (Scout’s) developing understanding of racism'.

There is a sustained reference to context supported by relevant textual reference, for 
example, 'this is significant as Walter Cunningham is from a poorer family and this portrays 
the social prejudice of America in the 1930s'. Selection and evaluation of textual detail 
is a strength displayed by this candidate, who considers the events of the novel and 
their correlation with the themes in the novel such as racism and poverty. The candidate 
understands who and what the characters and events represent and offers contextual detail 
such as the events of the Scotsboro’  case and relates them to the novel and supports them 
with relevant textual evidence. 

The candidate makes good use of some quotations such as Boo Radley’s 'malevolent phantom' 
and Scout’s assessment that Walter 'ain’t people, he’s just a Cunningham'. Supportive 
quotations are carefully selected and are of a useful length and this ensures that the candidate 
exemplifies their assertions as they are supported by relevant textual reference.

Spelling is generally accurate and indicates high performance. It is awarded the highest mark 
as consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning is in evidence throughout with only 
one notable lapse in the spelling of 'develop' and therefore spelling is almost always accurate. 

AO1  17 marks

AO4  12 marks

SPG   6 marks

Total:  35 marks

Examiner Comments

Prepare candidates by using group starter activities in lessons. Get candidates to list key 
features of a character and where and when they appear in the novel. For a plenary session, 
ask candidates to add to their list and to share what they have learned about the character 
with the class.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
From the examples provided, it is evident that a full range of marks has been awarded and 
many candidates have gained marks in the top three bands.

Based on their performance on this paper, centres and candidates are offered the following 
advice:

Section A:

• Candidates should provide as many examples from the given extract as possible for 
parts (a) and (b) of the question.

• Remember to select another area of the text when answering part (c) of the question.

• Remember that AO4 (the social, cultural and historical context) is NOT assessed in 
Section A.

• One or two word examples are often much more successful than longer quotations, 
especially for part (b).

• For part (c), candidates should select an area of text approximately the same length as 
the given extract.

• For parts (b) and (c), candidates should refer to aspects of language. Although the use 
of linguistic terms is not essential, specific words and phrases (even punctuation, where 
used for effect) should be discussed and their effect on the reader commented upon. 

Section B:

• The social, cultural and historical context should be integrated and illustrated through 
the examples within the text. Often AO4 is naturally illustrated through the actions, 
events, themes and characters of the novel.

• Many candidates would benefit from making a short plan before embarking on their 
essay, but should avoid spending too long on it.

• Candidates should refer to the whole novel and not just one or two extracts.

• Candidates should allow themselves a few minutes to proof read their work to check for 
SPG.

General:

• Please remind candidates to identify correctly the question numbers that they are 
attempting.

• Candidates must be reminded to respond to the question in the right part of the answer 
booklet.

Finally, thank you and well done to all centres and candidates.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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